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CHARLEStHeSEGlOND. 

IHARL eS; ihou^h bleffed 
with a genius cip»ble of gre'at 
things; applied himfclf bat 
little ,to the affairs of go- 
*erhmeht{xx), the oftly proper einploy- 
■ ment 

{^x) Chit\es, ih'augh hhjfed with a genius— ^-^appUid 
himfelf but little to the affairs ef govtrnmtnt.] Bunut 
ulTurei us, ' he had a very goofl understanding. He 

* knew well,' adds he, * the ftate of afFairs both ^t 

* home aod abroad. ■ — — He had a great compafs qf 

Vot. IL B »Juow- 
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ment of a prince : and^ with vitaml tuw 

deriiaildmg. 



r ^ 



< lovBwrl^gtf V^ovgl^ ^^ w^ nerer eafiabic of math 
.^ appitadfoji orjftudy. Hennderfloodthe med^nics, 

* and phyfick; Jjod was. a good dicmtft^ mi mttckfet 

'^ on Veveral preparations of me^ury^ chiefly the fodog 

* it He underfiood navigation well : buf, above aU, 

< he knew the architedure of (hips fo peifefily, thatf 
^ in that refpe^t, be was exa^ rather more than became 

* a prince. His apprehenfion was quick 5 and his me- 

< Wory good. --— Me haiOed bufinefsy and could not i9 

* cafUy brought to mind any : but when it was neceflary, 

< and he was kt to it, he. would ftay as long as his mi- 
(s) Vol. f fiiflers had work for him (tf)** — — This charaAer i» 

•*'*^^" confirmed by thdewbobtftknewhim. ShtJhU^Dvkc 
pK BudfingTmni; otfejires,. f it^t ^is *^deiftandii|g V«» ^ 

< quick' and lively in lialc thin|^ i ai>d' fpm^tfmcs ^G^uid * 

* foar high enough in great onest but unable to kccjiit 

* up with ftny long attention or application. Witty »» 
^ an forts' of conveJlation V *n<l telling aftory fo wcB, 

* ehat^ not <Hit of 'flattery ,* but for the pFeafure of hear- 

* ing JtJ-^iifed to Teem ignorant of wh^t he bad re-* 
* * pcate4 to us ten times betbrc, as a good comedy will 

* 'b^r the being feen often. ' Of a ^ndcrfutixMXttirc i 
^ MH^'ffl BB'tiriic, a!nd, tiH oTlacc, ftttihgfMsf^iihole 

* heart on the fair fcx. — — ^ In the midft of all hi# 
'^ remiflhcfsy fo faiduftrious and indefatigable on fome 

/ particular occafions, that no man would cither toil 

(*) Works, \ longcr^or be aLbfe to manage it better {})? — ^-^ Sir 

't "info. 'fF^ttlidmTempU, aftcr^ relating ;l converfation he had 

i^.i75S* with him, remarket * that he neVer fawhim ih bet- 

-* ter humour, nor ever knew a more AgSreeAte coilter- 

♦farion when he was fo': 5M whcie,'* cohfiniierhff, 

•ht 



CHARLES tHE SECOND. 

iiietftiCtdinf, ia . n<;^ comm^a degree. He 

was 
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i < he was pljpsijitd to befaiollim'^ great quickaefii of con* 
^'OC^koiii ^gitat pleafahtaeiS of wit^ with gmt viriety - 
^'of klio^ledge^ iBc^e ^dtrfibrfadon and truer judgment 

* of fii^h, rfraifi one ^vWtfTd have imagirteW byfo carefefs 
* * and eafy a baniicr ai'^hf^S^iiatiiraf td Hni In all hcfafd 

*^otZ\i.' Frbmliis own temper, hcdefirearfothin^But ,.. . 

* ioU Wi^ h-imfelf, arid ihat eVel-jr iJbdf ^ ilfe Adiild be 
*"h}7 aKd wbtild ha^rc fee^ri glad io fee the lealt of his; 

* fubjefis, pleafed, and to refiife ho miin what he afked. 

* But this foftnefs pf ternd^ made him. apt to fall into 

* tt^ fieruiafions of whoever ha4 bjs kindnef$ and con*' 
^j6deiict |i>r the tniti^ how diffiur^ ibiever Irani the; 
-< ppjuil^Qs hq wi(8^pf.4iefore| ai^ kd w^strej^ eafy (o 
"- * <f)ia<^^ handf^ '^enf t^^ he emfrfdyed ieen^ed to have 



ei^gajp^ hitn'^fatfjrrd^culties.r fo as riotbing looked 

1^ 



^ j|e^y in |hd cj^Wii^ of his iS^x^; noi ^imed:at any 

« cci^aia ^^d CcVu' f ■ i - Lord Halifax (jSavUlel. who W I^M- 

who, .wii8.iiQ:ftrifi^r Igt him, fj^ys^ ^ that h^ hfda ^ ' 

. f^ jme(sban^4l,l^i m^ ia.hU iocUoatiott to 

iih^!|pw)g.aod fjfKt Titt$. would make 

. ^Lom cpiidud^ ^t fais ihkM^bts woo)d ^aci^Uy have 

. 1 beg^I^r<! ^cd taJtiHClpe&, if^l^ja^plcafufcs h^d.pot 

Ll'f^J!«V.^f?«ab fc^ ^#. »«^: Always^make. equal 

' *j.g<^,wfe 9^ % Sio that if h^haifitaccuftoracd hinkcif 

< to direi^ his faculties to bis bufirfefs: t fee no reafan 

♦n^hy he 9iigJ>t )^9t bay^ b^cn a gopd deal ma^r of it- 
f . {i^ xhain pf mmfHy wa^ Jqnger tlian his qhaiii iq£ 

kny bairdeni^ the other 
B a * was. 



^. li^xhajiii.pf Piefliary wa^ Jcviger 
vl.rh^^i^i tl^ kny 
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«ras fubjed to much weakiiefs and cre*^ 

dulity. 



(d) Cha* 
niter of 
KiogCharlet 
II. 8va p. 
40. Londf 
1750, 



•r f » 



A 



(«) Contf- 
noatLoo, vol* 
«• p. 38. . 



wtjs fired by being carried. 00 tm iQOg t k was fit t^ 
ride a he2v^ but it bad not ilriml fipoMgb fm ft< Inog^ 
coufrfe i(.4/jL^' JU)rd Clfriwhn owns ,. a^d attempts to ao 
ouDt for, the indolonce of lusixBi,(ler> by < the uphappy 
^ntiper and tonftitution of the royal party -**r'.an4 

other jpprp)^?;Ufes [foon after tb? ReftQratt^A}» wbick 
did fo break his mind^ andl hs^ t^rat operation op hi^ 
fptriCs, that, finding be could, pot propoTe any. fuch 
method tohimfelf, by which he might ex^ri^j^te .l^ni^ 
felf out of the many dimculties ^ndlabyriplh^ in which 
he was involved, — he grew more difpoifed rol^aye 
all things to their natural cotii^fe, and God's prcfvi- 
dence; andj' by degrees, unbifet'bh mtnd'froiri'ther 
knotty and thigratcful part d^HHbdfirieis^^^e^l^ 
ferhtiis in his ap^lkttioif to it, atid inMgtf Mhi» 
^^ yodtb and appetite, that' ticehce' and fotisfaifMoh ^at 
(^ if dcfired, and for wbiich'he-faachopi^dniitlky^i^^ftr 
'^ and could not be withbut mlniftef^ abundattt^'for aify 
< < fiich ntgotiatioTHs) the (iine idd)f^aiid'thi&youiig^6- 
' ^ pie thereof, of Either texi^ ha9ii>g:been edupaM lit iU 
'^die; liheifty .af>Tioe^ 'with0ifl repreheniOoft Of 'r^ 

• ftraki t (<?) / I ifuppofe the reader, by thefe autKorities^ 
Will be fully fatisfied of the genids,. and iiiidcflencey of' 
Cbdrks; an tndokhce, conti^£)rd wbtlft ^road,^^and 
•Confirmed by indulgence from his rcftotation't6^ni» 
death ': which damped his underiTanding^ and made it in' 
a manner ufelefs* to tbofe over whom he bart rule* For 
^^ when oncer the a verfion to beat tineafinefstaketh* place 
^ in ^ mans minder it doth fo checkali the paffions, that 

'they 
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^ they ifc.i^mpt iiHo a<kind of indifference ; they grow 
^ faint and languifliing, and come to be fubordinate to 
that fundamental maxim, of not purchafing any thing 
at the price of a difficulty. This made. that he had 
as little cagerpefs to oblige as he had to hurt men ; 
the motive of his giving bounties, was, rather to make 
men left uneafy to him, than more eafy to tbemfelvcs ; 
and yet no ill-nature all this while. He virouW. .' 
Side from an aflcing face, apd could guefs very well. 
It was throwing a man ofF from his (houlders,' that 
leaned upon them with his whole weight ; ib that the 
party was not gladder to receive, than he was to give* 
It was a kind of implied bargain ; though men fel- 
dom kept it, bping fo apt to forget the advantage they 
had received, that they would prcfume the king would 
as little reniember the good he had done them, fo as 
to make it an argument againft their next requeft. 
Thitf principle, of makirtg thelove of eafe exercife an 
entire fovereignty in hi3 thoughts, would have been 
lefs cenfured in a private man, than might be in 
a prince. The confequence of it to the publick, 
changeth the nature of that quality ; or elfe a philo- ' 
fopher, in his private capacity, might fay a great de^I 
to juftify it. The truth is, a king is to be fuch a 
diftin£l creature froni a man, that their thoughts are 
to be'put in quite a differing ihape ; and it is fuch a 
diiquieting talk to recondilc them, th^t princes might 
rather expert to be lamented than to be envied, for 

being in a ftation that expofeth them, if they 
do not do more to anfwer mens expeftations than 
human nature will allow. ■ The love of eafcf is 

1 an opiate : it is pleafing for the time, quieteth the 
* - ^ • ^ B3 * fpfrits; 
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* fpirits } but it hath its cfFe£b, that fcldom fall to ^ 

* moft fatal. The immoderate loye of e^fe, maketh ^, 
^ mans mind pay a paffive obedience to apy thing that 

* happepetb: it reduccth the thoughts, from having de- 

(f) Cha- f fire, to be content {f)J* Some of thefe reflexions arc 

JcXiurlet extremely j lift; and I doubt riot of the readers being^ 

n. p*45'^ plcafed with them, efgecially as they tend to illuftrat^ 

^ the charafter of the monarch upder confideration. -^ 

|t would be injuftice to Charles to omit Dr. Sprafi ac- 

count of his encouragement of the Royal Society ; as 

it confirms what Burnet has related in the pafTage abov^ 

cited. * When the fociety,' fays the 'writer, • firft ad- 

* dreflcd themfelves to hi? majefiy, h© was pleafed to ex- 

* prefs much fatisfa£tioii, thaf this et^^erprjze \y^a$ begun 

* in his reign. He then rcprefemed to them the gravity 
f and di$culty of their worl. ; and aflured them of all 
' the kind influence of his power and prerogative. 

* Since that, he has frequently eommitted many things 

* to their fearch : he has referred many foreign rarities 

* to their infpedlion : he has recommended many do- 

* meftick improvements to their care : he has deman<^- 

* ed the refult' of their tryals, in many appearances of 

* nature : he has^been prefect, and aflifted witl^his owp 
f hands, at the p^rformjhg of many of theif experiment^, 
^ in his gardens, his parks, apd op the river, An4f 

* befides, i will not conceal, that he has fometlmes re- 
f proved them for the '0ownc(s of their proceedings :. 

* at which reproofs they have not fp much caufc to be 
^ afflifted' that they are the reprehenilons oF a king, ^ 

* to be comforted that they are the reprehenfions of his 

* love and affeAion to their progrefs. For a teftimoi\y 
\ of which rbpl hpnignity, and to' free thcrp from all 

^ • ' * ^ * hindranceji 
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f h!n<Ininces land occafions of delay, he has given them 

^ the cftabliflimcnt of hU letters patent (g): . }uu^o^\ 

One would think| by this paflage, that the Koyal S07 Society, p. 
.detyhad its beginning in this reign: but, fcttingafidc Lond.2667. 
the name and the charter,^ it had its exigence long be-* 
fore. For it was under the parliao^ent, when the au- 
thority and the name of king iya$ l;tt}e reverenced^ but 
merit, and arts of all kinds^ ej^couraged. It was in 
this memoraUe period^ fo favourable to libetty and 
the fciences, that ]tb^ ii^oble fociety, though without % 
name, lyas (pt on fpof* 

* Al^out the. year 164.5,* %? ^^* Jfallis^ a very emi- 
nent member, * while! lived in London^ at a time 
^ when, by our civil wars, academical ftudies were 
f much interrupted ul both our.univerfities, beijdes the 
^ converfation of divers eminent divines, .as to matters 
f theojpgtcal \ I had the opportunity of being acquainted 
f with divers worthy perfons, inquiiltive into natural 

* philofophy^ and other parts of human leari^ing : and 
f particularly of what bach bcei) called the I^ei/v Philo- 
« fopby» or Experimenta} Philofophyf We did^ by 
>^ agreeme<>t, divers of i|S m^ weekly ia L^ndowj on 
f a certain day, ^ treat anjl difcpurfe of ft^ch aflbirs, 

* Of fuch number were, 0r. y<thn ff^tUim^ afterwards 

* Bifhop oiCkifter\ Qr. Jcnqthqn Gaidar dy Dr. Gesrge 
^ Enf^^br.GlfJlorf^ "Qr. M^rret^ DqAots , in Phyfick; 
.« Mr. Sqmufl Fojier^ tbqn Profeflbr pf Aii^'onomy at 

* Grefia^ Colk^f I ^$^. Thpdon flqai^ ,a Qermm. of 
.* the Palatinate, and the^ i^eiident jq London (.wbo^ I 
^ t^ink, gaye the firft q^cafioi), and firft fuggefted thefe 

* meetings) ^ and many others. Thefe mf;eting^ we 

.f hel4 fcynctiiBC» at Dt*^ Gojidar^^ lodgiagl» in W^d- 

B4 'Jinet^ 
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^Jlreti^ or forac convenient place near, on occasion of 

* his keeping an operator for grinding glaiTes for telcf* 

* copes and microfcopes j and fometimes at a conveni- 

* ent place in Cheapjfde j fometimes at Grejham College^ 
f or fome place near adjoining. Ourbuilnefs was, pre- 

* eluding matters of theology and ftate affairs, to dif- 
' courfe and confidcr of philofophical enquiries, an4 

* fuch as related thereunto, as phyUck, anatomy, geo- 
^ metry, aflronomy, navigation, ftaticks, magneticks. 

* cbcmicks, mechanfcks, and natural experiments j 
. * v/ith the ftate of thefe ftudies, as then cultivated, at 

* home and abroad. About the year 164.8, 1649^ 

* fome of us being removed tt> Oxprdy firftDr. ff^tlkins\ 

* then I, and, foon after, Dr.Goddardy our company 

* divided. Thofe in London continued to meet there, 
f as before ; and we with them, when we had occafior^ 

* to be there. • And thofe of us at Oxford^ with Dr. 
If Ward^ fince Bifhop of SaliPury \ Dr. Ralph Bathurfty 
'^ now Prefideht of Trinity College^ in Oxford \ Dr. Pet» 

* (y, fipce §ir ff^lljam Petty ; Dr. fftUis^ then an emi- 

* nent phyfician in Oxford \ and divers others ; conti- 
•^ nued fuch meetings in Oxford^ and brought thofe ftu- 
^ dies into fafiiion there : meet mo; firft at Dr. Pettiis 
f lodgings^ in an apothecaries houfe, becaufe of the 

* conveiiiehpc of infpcfting drugs, and the like, as there 
^ was occafion : and, after his remove to Ireland^ tho! 

* not fo conftantly, at the lodgings of Dr. U^tlkms^ 

* then Warden qf Wad^am CoUe^pe : and after his rCr 

* moval to Trif$i(y Collegi iq Camtri^ge^ at the lodgings 

* of the Honourable Mr. Robert Boyh.thtn refidcht for 
f divers years in Oxford, Thofe meetings in Londdt^ 

, ■ ■ ■ • 

.* continued : and after the kings return, in i66q, werq 
t incrcafed with the aqccfpon of divers worthy and ho- 

' . ' ' nourablQ 
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jdulity ^yy)^* ^cfidcs this^ --,p.^— with 9 
• ' - ^ feeming 

f nouraW^ pcrfons ; and wejr^ afterwajrds incorporated 
* by the name of the Royal Society, i^c. and fo con- 
^ tinues to this day ♦.' x^ The reader will par- 
don a digreffion intended to reftore the honor of fo eac- 
ccUent an inftitution to its right authors; and to refcu^ - 
the time of its formation from the foul flanders of bar- 
bai:ifm, ignorance, and darknefs, fo frequently caft 
on it+. 

(yy) He utas fubjeif tQ much wea^nefs and credulity.^ 
Wifdom, and folly; underft^nding, and credulity j 
though oppofites and contraries, yery frequently refidp 
;n one and the fame man : and nqthing is inore com-<- 
piony th^n to fee thofe of fuperior capacities fall into 
weakneffes and follies, which men of plain fenfe hold 
in contempt and very defervedjy ridicule. — ^ Witches^ 
the Stars, Charms, Oracles, Ghofts, and every phan- 
tom which weaknefs or wickednefs, in vs^rious ages and 
different countries, have imagined or feigned, have, 
fome or other of them, been embraced, as truths, by 

* Wallis^s account of fomepafldges in his Ufe^ quoted in t^'Ootes of tbe 
Life of A. Sydney, p. 44. 410. Lorid. 1763. And Ward*js preface to the 
lyives of the ProfefTots of Grefham College, p. 10. fdl. Lond. 1740. See 
al£» Sprat*8 Hiftory> p« 53* 

•f Wood, fpeaking of Henry Stubbc^ faj^f, .while he cootinaed under- 
gradoate at Chrid Church, Oxon, it was ufual with him to difcourfe in the 
public fchools very fluently in the Greek tongue 5 "OS !t was, 'at the Umt time,' 
witb^ one John Ptttiey of Balio), aftkrwardt of Qitoes^s Cottege, uidodiers, 
•whofe names are forgotten. . B^tfince the king''^ reftoration, wehavehadno 
ilich matters ; which /^ic.vs, in fome part,* that education and difcipline w^lre 
*xnore fcverethcn (as indeed they were) than after, when fcholars were ^ven 
mh to liberty and frivolous Audifts. Atkan« Oxon* vol, ii. «. 561. 

men 
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|ibctpj[ng opennc& «nd frankncfs of heai^ 

. ^ which 

/■ 

men moft refpci^ble on acdount of their kiiowl^ge^ 
virtue, atul integrity* I need not ^iipto pifQofs fpr tbi< : 
fuc^ 9S are d^ous of them, may re^ Plmarcb^ aipoog 
the anticnts : and recoiled, that the names of Sir Tbo^ 
. mas Brown^ Sir Matthew Hafe^ Mr. ^^, and many 
others, 4(npng the moderns i are in the numbei: pf the 
believers of the intercourfe of the Devil with the mod 
vrretched and defpicable.of the daughters of Evi^ To 
which may be added, that the profeffion of a conjurer 
was fo very common amongft the catholics, that ^ 
queftion is put by the Jcfuit Sanchez^ < whether a con- 

* jurer is obliged to return the gain which he makes by 
« coniuration ? ^ Which he thus refolves ! f If the 
f tonjurer has not taken the care and pains to know, by 

* the devil's means, what could not be known other- 
'< wife ; he is obliged to reftitutton : but if he has taken 

{^ Pif- • all due tare, he \$ not obliged (*).* No wonder, 

tm*^*T^! i. th^ryfore, 1^ it to find a princi? of 0^^//i';chara^er, ^bo 

p. 183. 8vo, was unufed to enquiry, and accaftomed to aflent to 

l-oad.1744. ^j^^ about him, liable to weaknefs, and expofed to 

credulity. Burnet tells us, ^ the king had ordeiivd 

* Motmtague^ his^ ambailador at P^i j, in the year 1679^ 
f to find out an aftiTologer, of whom \t ^as no woi^ 
' der he had a good opinion : for h&bad^ long before 

* his Reftoration, foretold, he fiiould eoCer lAniau on 
f the agth of May^ •^6o. He was yet alive; ^tAMmn^ 
futgue fcmnd him, and (aw he was capable of betUg 
^ corrupted. So he refolved to prompt him, to fend the 

* kins inch hints as ihould ferve his own ends. And he 
f waefo bewitched with the Ducbeis of C/n;«iWf that he 

• • trufted 
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I Itrufted her wi^ this fecrer. &ut flie» growing j^^ 
5 lous of a new amour, took all the ways flie could 
f think on to ruin liim ; referving libis of the ^ftrologer 
f for her laftftift. And by it fhe compaf^ hier ends : 
^ for Mountague was entirely loft upon it with the kicig^ 

• and came o\rer without being recalled (/)/ This, • at ^ (0 ^^y 
^rft fight, feems a 0:nln'ge palTage ; ' a paflage which 
feems to have t»een pict^ed up merely to refied on. the 
kipg ^nd the am^aifador. l^ut ijnprobabilities, though^ 
for a time, they may and ought to hinder the a^Tent of 
the human mind ; do not, Qugt^t j^p^t, ^Iway^ to- pre- 
vent it. Our wijdexftapdjnga are too narrow; our 
knowledgje top litde ; our experience, too fmall ; to fay, 
abfolutely, what is, oir what is not^ poi&ble, or impof- 
fible, ta be^^elieved^ or done, by men varioufly cir* 
cumftanced: and, therefore, foolifh aa this {^ory may 
now appear, it yet, poffibly, may be very true | nay, 
certainly, is fo. ■■ ■ ^ For the Duchefe <^f CUvelan<fs 
l^ter to the king, is nbw in die Briiijh Miifeum\ dated, 
farii^ Tuefdaj the aSth, *— 78, and in it is contained the 
/ollowing expreffions : * When I was to come &ftXi^ 
fays {he, ^ be \^Aiountague'] brought me two letters to 

• bring to jrou, which he read both to me before he 
f lieated them. The one was a mans, that, he faid, yoa 
f had great faith in ; for that he had, at (everal times, 

• foretold things to you that ^(vcre of confequence ; and 

• that you believed him in all things, like a changeling 
f a$ you were : and that now he had wrote yoi^ word^ 

• that| 
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near him^ he yi%s an lut^t diflem*^ 

bleri 



(k) See the 

Appendix. - 



f that, in a few montlw, the King of France^ and his 
fon, were threatenecf with death ; or, at leaft, with a 
great fit of fickpefs, in which they would be in great 
danger, if tliey did not die : and that therefore he coun- 
fell-dyou to defer any refolutibns either of war Qr pe^tce^ 
till fome months were paft ; for that, if this happened, 
it wduld make a great change in Frame. The am« 
baflfador, after he had read this to me, faid, Now the 

good of this is, faid he, that I can do what I will with 
this man : for he is poor $ and a good fum of money 
will make him write whatever I will. So he propofed 
to me, that he apd I ihould join together in the nun 
of my Lord Treafurer [Danby]^ and the Duchefs of 
of Port/mouth ; which might be done thus : The man, 
though he was infirm and ill, ihpuld go into Mnglandi 
and there, after having been a little time, to fol* 
licit yoti for money \ for that you were fo bafe, that,^ 
though you employed him, you let him ftarve \. So 
that he was obliged to give him. 50 A and tl^at ^e 
man had writ feveral times to you for money, An^, 
fays he, when he is in Englandy he (hall tell the king 
things that be forefees will infallibly ruin , hii^ \ and 
fo wilh thofc to be removed, as having an 111 iHr> that 
would be unfortunate to you if they were not remov- 
ed : but if that were done, he was confident you 
would have the moft glorious reign that ever was. 
This, fays he, I am fure I can order lo, as to bring 
to a good efFeil, if you will {k)* Ft-om this letter, 
we may jMdg^ of tl^e good^efs g/ J^^rneCs intelligence; 



CHAKL^S fUE Stc6Uii. 13 



arK^fe^Bfy sui opinion, by too many entertained, that 
he was hafty and. creduldu^, and a mere recorder of the 
tales and fcaadals of the. times. 

X will conclude l£is note with the words of M. /# 
CUr^^ a man equsilj remarkable for his fepfe, learnings 
and freedom of thought. ^ Th^re is nothing fo com<r 

• mon as to fee unbelievers,* lays be, * ftroiigly per-r 

• fwaded of. Judicial^ Aftrology 5 and believing, that 
< magicians, can do feveral things beyond the power an<t 

• order of nature. Two great minifters of ftate, for ex- 
« ampl/5% whdfeaiftions will not let us think that religioti 

• wasone of their greateft virtues, are both accttfed of be- 

• licvrrig the precisions of aftrologers : and one of thcra^ 

• pf perfwadin^Khnfeif, that a man wliir vomited feverat 
« forts of liquors, &\4 it by thehejp of magrck* Cardi- 
*• nat Hichliea^ lays an hirforJan, confulterf, befides 
'^ a/lrology, atf tincls of divination ; even'filly Women,- 
^•^hb(e'krK)wl<?^g<^ <^^>*fl^ "^ vapours, that make them 
^^ iorctelt, by chance, (bme fortuitous events-^ He wis fo 
" ^ credttfeus, i» to attribute to the operation of the devil, 

« tlie airt of throwing otft at the moutk a!l forts o^ li-- 
* • quors, aft^ bavihg nrft drunk water ;: as was dome by 

"^ ah ffaiian mountebank. Mazartni^ who was not ytt a 
' ^ cardinal, having at fo iimple a difcourfe burft oUt into* 
J * laughmg, had like tolpfe his favour by,it: fox the car- 

• dinal bei^g provoked ^t this mirth, whereby he thought 

• Mazafim jeerd him, faid, ironically, to him, tb^t he 
^yWks d^tMpnifieur 'Mixzarine^ who had a profound and* 
'^ txzSi knowledge oif every thing. Mazarine very fub- 

' * liliffivclyrcplyM, that, giving the fifty piftoles which 

*^ the raoontebank demanded for teafching his fecret, 'it 

' ^ h%ht be feen whether the 4cv2l had any hand in it. 

* ' 2 • Maxarim 
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» 

oler (zz), as is coofefied even by his frienck^ 

I 

^ Mazarim himfdf looked upon all divinatlohs as fpp^ 
' « pcrtcs i^ exccpit aJfroFogy, which he ftrongfy tixkkd^ 

* though he fcighcJ the contrary. When Madam .A£m« 

• • • • • ^ 

* ^/W, his fitter,- ifd j aii3 afterwards the Duchcfs of 
^ Mdiwiiry his iiieC6 j according id the predidipn of ,aa* 

* aftrologer at Rothe^ g?vcn. ill Ai'ritiAg a grc^ while bc«^ 

* fore, he became extraordinary, fed aid, melAncboly^ 
^ hot out of tend^jiefs %6 his xeladons, but becaufe this 
^ (ame aftrologer bad iix'd the term of his owa death t9 
^ a time that was very near. He ipft his appetite uppa 

{t) Caofes ^ it>' aiid jftcpt not for many nights {/)•' 
fiK*^ (zi^j Hi was an arrant diffembkr.l^ 
iMihdd. digbAAiiion 6{ Charles in ^€0iTan^ tf diflimul^iSbn* ' 

(v) la Me fo bale, that it made deep impreffiotis on the n^inid^s ot 

^* jnany ^ and g^ve Kis.advqfaries. a b^nd)e t:o .i;9pfj^|[^ 

faim in no very favourable light*, This is taken notti^c^ 
0(9 and attempted to be ^aoloffiMzed . fojr% in' the deaarsi^' 
ikm coiiicefimi]^ icptegaftipa! laff^rs, publi^^d fopijt.af* 
<er die Reftoratiom. .^ We hssfe fouad».' fay^.thQ dedfr 
hoiotn^ ^ our&lf not Jo candidlj 4eak .wtth:as we katft 

* deferved ; and that there are unquiet and reftlei^ fpj«>v 
^ rits, who -*-^, continue their bitt^rnefs againit ,t^ 
^ ch'tfrch,. aM endeavour to. i>i(e jieaIou7iei |bf tifsV at^' 
^ to lelTeb'oulf' reputatikMnr by , their re^oactieSf itJSwe 
^ were not true ta the ptc(d&on$ffif, ^ave' «Hidc.' ^^y' 
^ in order thereunto, they hare w^ tti>ffaf<|[aably cauffsd 
^ to bepnnted^ pi^btiiEDed^'aiW dyiCperitrd^lb^oughotttthtf 

^ :^ kiogdoth^ d^aration heretofore jH^^ 

^ in ocoilaridy 6£ which wid fbaUlay« ib^i^er^^aa^hat 

«the 
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(ind very Ettk to 'be reKed on. i— — 

He 

* the circumftances, by which we were enforced to %a 

* that declaration^ are enough known to Ite world | 

* and that^the worthiest and greateft part of that nation 

* did eveh'then deteft and'ahhor the iiH ufage of us in 
** thar partkubr, when the feme tyranny was exerci^d 
*'tlifdre,' by the power of a few 31 meii,'Which,'at that 

* thiie, had fjiteid rdfelf over this kingdom i ahd there- 

* fore wt had no tcafon to expcfif, riiat we flibuldi \lI 
* /ttesf leifon (when we are doing all We can to wi^ 

* out the memory of all that hath been done amifi by 

* other men, and, we thank God,^ have wiped it out'of 

* our ow^ remembrance], have been ourfelf auaurted t .^ : 

* with thofe reproaches ; which we will likewffe'for- 

* g6t (iJ)/ • — ^ This is but a poor applogyi If cir- f *) ic«a- 
cttmfl^riccs hj|d' not enforci^, Cromweli iiad been no ^^^ ^f" 
diffembter; To go on . — ^-^ Sheffield obfervcs, that ^^^ 

* (3^les wai not faUe to faisword.; b|^t full of difllmu* 
^lation, and very adrok at it(4*'— — And&«y&, (*)Wwfci^ 
after tiding ;nolke^»^tlwtprfncef4ifltt^ ▼o4*H-p.5«- 
^tmof not to have;it ^Stoanctedr^ '> ad^; f no wi^ador 

^th^ that ht {£%ws/rjr j cafrledie ta far diat; ir:^wa9 ^if- 
^•covered; Men,* eontiluies^'lfei ♦ compared notes, 
^ and got evidence : fo that Aiofewhbfe morality wd&]<l 
*%rvethem leahB^e^ took it for Siii excikfe for ferving hiih 
^Utt TlMfe'wfao'Jcmetriais^faBrfiixsdthBbeyes^^ 
'* and thotrght k of nioiftimf^ttdifictwfeti than to bear 
-«t wtot he £ikk^ ^" |fi#&ce wa3 ^ &tle a blab^^ moft 
f^vimns ;• yet, though i^ cotiMlnot be^ esikd affankn'g 
'.&,d%im^. kwBMi9m6tmt» tell tale^: to a gcsiod, ohferver. 
.:; • « When ' 
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^ when he thought fit to be angry, fehaif a '\?€ry peev- 
!(h tneiilbrjf :* there was hardly a blot tliat efcaped him. 
At the (ame date that this fheweil the flrength of his 
diffimiilatioi^ it gaVe Warning too : it fitted his prefeiA 
purpofe^ but It made a'dfrcovery th^t put men more 
Upon their guard agal^nft k\m, (p).* ■■■■■ ■ " * After thi^,* 
t Will be no difficult oiatter for the reader to helieyo^' 
that, when the king pal&d through the city towards' 
fVeJIfHinJier^ the London minifters attended him witK 
acclamations; and, by the hands of old Mr.ArtbiryacJt^ 
fin, prefented hinfi with a rich-adorned Bible, whic|iL'' 
he received, and tbld thiem^ it mouid^ be the rule of 
his a£irions (q)/ Nor can we ^ondW that k prince of 
this chara<9!er^ in order to kee^' np appearances, ftoufd 
order sfttempts to be made to recover his' brother from 
popery; which he hfmfalfwas, probably,— *tt»^ we flfeJi 
fcon ice — far from beinjg diffnclined to; This partH- 
cular we find in a letter from Sancncfi Xss^Moflef^ dtlecfy' 
Fib, II, 1678^, in the folfoWihg words : * YddeisdayT 
* had a private intimation froin my iuperiour, that it is 
< his pleafufethat fome furfhbr attempt ftiould fpetdiiy 
^ be made Co recover the Duke of Yatk o«t of thai; four 
^ apoftacyinto which the bufy traytqfs from iKnac hai^ 
« feduced him (r). ^ ■■■ ^ ■ ' There is' another ftory related^' 



by an anonyotous writer, whicli, poipiilyy ipay.b^arue^r' 
as being confident with the king's char a<2er ; jthough'f 
will not charge myfe}f with the pro9f of it. ■ ■ ■ i^ 
^ Whil{| the king lay at hre4a^ daily exjpe£^ing thtJS^g' 
^ lijh navy for his tranfpjortatkM»> the diileiitipgparty^ 
< fearing the werft, thought it but xieafonable.tQ fend a fe- 

Mea 
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^ Je£Liiunibel' bf their irioft eniineiii divined to watit tipcM 
^his ihajefty in HolianJy iii order to get the moft ad-^ 
^ vantagediis promifes from him they could j for the iiber^ 
^ df tteifconfciencej.' Of tti^ tfuttfbfer of thefe divines^ 
^ Mr; Cafe xr^ii otic $ ^ho, with tbfc ffeft of bii brethren^ 
^ tomirig vi^hefd the king lay^ aJid d<*firihg t6 be admitteti 
i intd tlie kingi prefence^ were carried up into the chaih* 
i tdr hexCtor very nexr» fh^king^ cldfet; but told witha!^ 
^ that &e king was bufy at his devotions^ and th!it til! 
< he had done theymuft be.fcontehted ioftay. Bferii^thus 
^ fefc alofie (by cGlntrivance» nd doubt), aftd hearing ii 
^ &tand df vgi'oatiiiig piety, fiich was the turiofify of Mr^ 
f Ca^^ itM ht would needs go 2t»d lay hid eal^^ to the 
^ eldibt deor. Bittj Htaivehs f bofw was the good old 
f Omn taflriAcd to bear the pious d^jaeuhttk^s that fell 

* from ibe king's lipi \ ^^ Lord -^ fiiice Him art pleafed 
'^ to reftorr ibe to thb throne of my attceftors, gf ant mb 
>a heart cdijftatit id the exercife sind pt6tt£iion of thy 
^ true proteflaiit religion. --« Never liiay I feek the opr« 
^ ^rcffi6h'of tbofe, who^ otrt o^ tenderneis of their con-^ 
^ feiencts^ are not free to confomi to outward and tndif^ 
^ ferent ceremonies^ — Wkii at great deal more of the famfe 

} cant (i).' £-^^^-M TUs accauHt k hr Enough from being 0) Sedvt 
improbable : for, o^ good ai^thority, we are ttObred, t^ilLi^ 

* ihac when he feoeived the Lomhtt mihUlers, vfhich ^ ^^ 
^ went to him at the Hague^ be had thefe memorabit jaims ii. 
^ and Irave eskprcffions r That he WouW make it his bu- "J^^J;^ 
^ filiefe to brhig virtue and fobrkty into fafhion arid re- 

^ ffitfte hi Bngland j and thoflg|h there Wef e a profane 
^ driifking party, Jwbkh WOiiki b^ ^flfeemed his- beft isniKi 
'^ imly friends, he Wduld tn^otKi^. more ftafte ihto Ehg- 
« Afhrf, t6 Jtti fucft men Wrfo#i*1BAt be wk'i their worft 
' 'Voir. IL C • enemy. 
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dation^ of ingratitude (a a a) towards 

thofe 



* enemy, for they were the dcvil'^ party, and none of 
. < his. I'hefe were his words ; and, which is the true 

* honour of them, they were ftee ; not drawn from him^' 
(t) Ken. c or fuggeftcd to him {/)/-^Thefc, and fads like thcfej 

ta, p. 460. will eilflblilh the charader of CharUs for di£mulation } 
and clafs him, in this refped, with many of his moft 
zealous opponents. Lord Halifax attempts to apolo-' 
gize for him, however, on this head« * If he difiem* 

< bled,* lays he, * let us remember, firft, that he was a 

* king ; and that diffimulation is a jewel of the crown: 
^ next, that it is very hard for a man not to do fome- 

* times too much of that, which he conclodetb neoe£Si* 

< ry for him to pradlife.. .Men'ihould confider,- that 

< as there would be no falfe dice, if there were no true 
^ ones ; fo if diflembling is grown univerfal, it ceafetk 

< to be foul play, having an implied allowance by the 

* general praSice. He that was fo often forced to diiV 

* femble in his own defence, might the better have the^ 

* privilcdge fometimes to be the aggreflbr, and to deal 
•(«)Chttac- « with men at their own weapon («).' What force 
Conjiiwf a there is in this, the reader will determine. 
|)a(ragefroni (AAi^) Hi has bhn accufed of ingrotitudf.^ This was 
Machiavei, the charge againft him foon ^ftKr his reftoration, by par- 

quotedrnthc jjgg^ ^jjj pj-i^rate perfons. * They who had fuffcred 

Charles I. * much.in their fortunes, and» by frequent imprifen^ 
p* 83. < ments, and fequeftrat^njS,,sind com^fitions, exp«£ked 

^ large recompencea and. reparations in honours^ which 
/ they could not fi4>poi^, or offices which they could 
< not difcharg^, , or ^ l;^d| . ,^ad mon^ which th;^ king 

' • . *'had 
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ihofe from wHom hi had rcccive4 vefy 

great 

f had not to giVe ; as all difpaflloned men kiiew the 
^ conditions which the king was obliged to perform, 

* and that the a£t of indemnity difcharg^d all thofe for* 
^ feitures whjch could have been applied to their bene- 
^ fit s and therefore they who had been^ without com« 

^ parifon, the greateft fufferers iii their fortuiiesy and ia 
^ all refpe£ts had merited moft, hevermade any inconve- 

* nient fuits to the king, but modeftly left tlie memory 

* an J confider^ttion of all they had done, or undergone, 

* to his majefty's oWn gracious reflexions. They were 

* obferved to be moft importunate, who had deferved 

* leaft, and were I^aft capable to perform any notable. 

* fcnrice ; and none had more efteem of themfelves, 

•^nd believed preferment to be more due to them, than 
**afort of men who had moft loudly began the king's 

* health in taverns ; efpfe^cially if, for any diforders which 

* had accompanied it, they had fufFered imprifonment, 

* without any other pretence of merit, or running any 

* other hazard (x). ■ ' ■ Thefe are the words of Cla^ (xjciaren* 
rendon: words of feverity, butperliaps jultice, to many n^tion^voi" 
of his party; though they come with a very ill grace ". p. 35- 
from a mai> who received twenty thoufand pounds, from 

the king's bounty, foon after hfs arriv.al in England (j)': iy) Id. p« 

who bad never fufiered imprifdnftent, or run hazard ^ 

in the field, for the royal caufe ; and who, moreover, 

had procured of the king the manor of Coriiburyy in Ojt- 

fird/hire^ forfeited by the attainder of Sir John Danvers^ 

€ne of the late kjng's judges (sr). We are not to won- (j8}Wood*t 

dcr then that the cavalicr« compliined highly 6f th6ir Athcii«,val. 

being neglisded, ai^ AvrMf aflair^s^us tbey did : or that, "' *^' * 
-*: '. - * C 2 upop 
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eveir 

ttf&on CUtindqnU ^.c^tiag ^Jown the value they fet oi» 
their fervites, an implacably hatred took place in tl^ef^ 

Burolt^wJ '^^^^^^ 0^ ^^^^'y ®^ ^^^^ againft him {a). For to b<* 
u p. 165. ftegle^led, aitd Contemned ^t the fame time^- by perfons 
lAfe hfave willed to fcrve^ ai!ld for whom we have fuffof-^ 
^'d, lis hardly to ^e borne by men 9tf virtue i^ muQb l^i^ 
by thofe unacquainted with k. i» » ^ If his lordfhip,^. 
is was given outf advifed the king to e^io his epemi'^l# 
fince be'was Cure of his friend^^ ||>y tbtir priiKiplesi \ W&' 
cannot be^ at a Iof» tQ account for their ill wilJ« . i i f>/ij'jM <i 
To go on.^ 'Burnet obfervcs of his xuajefty, chat * \k^ 
^ bad been obliged X^ fo maoy, Mrboluid been faitbfttl> 
^ to htm, zxA careful of him, that* he; (earned afterwarc)^ 
^ to refolve to make an equal return to. thein allc 4iut> 
^'finding it not eafy to reward tHe;iii all ii$ they.d^-^ 
^ fervedy he forgot them all alike* Moil prince^ £eeii» 

< to have thi> pretty deep in them ^ and fo>.diiM(t tb»^^ 
*'th^y ought never to remember paft Services, but that 
^ their ai^ceptaAce of them is a fdOl rew^ird*^ tie, of all^ 

* in our age^ exerted this pipce of prerogative itt the 

* ampleft manner: for he Qever « feetncd. tp charge hi* 

< mempry,, or trouble his thoughts^ with the fenfe of 
a) Yoi.l: c 2jjy ^i ^^ fervicps tjhat had been done him (A)/ — *» 

'It appears alfo, froiff the fetires of the timeSy that in^ 
gratitude w^^ iinputed to C^ori^. 

♦ His. father's foes he does reward^ 
• Preferving thofe that cut c^fF^hcad:^ 
« ^ Old cavalii^rs, the crown's bcft. guard, 

^ He lets them ftarve for want of iuread. < 

■ * Ncrtr 
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4<^ toWijTils "the mtthoty of his father, 

'^'' he 



^ Never w^ any k^«g eiWki'd 

.^ Witli ig ^^uch gi'^^ wd gratitude/ -* 
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' Yo fee them who fufferM for father and foil^ 
# And helped to bring the latter to's throne, 
* > Who, with lives and f dates, did loyally ferr «, 
^ And ye^, for all this, can nothing deferve. 
^ The kinglooks hot on them,prefenpcttt*s deny'4 '€«Ja t 
^ Theftoundhisads Ufult. and tbeCourti«rs deride 'ent.^ 

MARV£i«# 

.■.••• 

IThis was the language of the tlmeJ. Nor did it want 
jhfuth T6r Its Foundation* Lord Clarendon^ .^s we havo 
fedft*, etideayoui^s to excqfeandjuftify his mafter j ■■■■ ■ ■■-^ 
hilt h6w Vety' poorly, is about to appear, I will not 
here tajce notice of Chdrte$*$ tre^t^eiit of thp body of 
fhepfeifbyterians, to whom be, in a good meafure, ov* 
^d his crown : but will conSne rt\yk\i to the cafes of a 
few perfoos, one of whom only was of that perfuafioni 
The Marquis of jtrgyk was eicecuted^ as it is well 
known, foon after Charkf had ta|c:en poffeffion of the 
three kingdoms. I)e had been looked on as an enemy by 
the former kipg^ — he certainly was if> to his defigns^ 
— - and it was alledged, ^ that he had hjndered the Scots 
^ from inviting his majefty, and, as long as poflibloji, 
^ kipt him from being received by them : ^' but, at the 
fame time, it' is confelled, ^ that whei> there was no ra- 
. ^medy, anrf that he* was a<Slu'dly landed,^ no man paid 
^ hiftlfo much rei^efcWtd and outward refpt^f, apd gave 

•• '.■• C3. ' * *fo 
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he was vraotine in that re&ed^ which. 

hia 

^ (b good an example, to all othersi with what venera* 

< tion their king ought to be treated, as the Marquis of 
^ JrgyU did ; and in a very (hort time made hlnifelf agree* 

< able and acceptable to him. And though he never con« 
^ fented to any one thing of moment v^hich the )uAg 
^ aiked of him> and even in thofe f^afons in which he ij^as 

< i|(ed with the moft rudenefs by the clergy, and with 
^ fome barbarity by his fon the Lord Lorne^ whom he 
^ had made captain of his majefty*s guard, to guard.hjim 
^ from his friends, and from all who he defired ihojild 
^•have accefs to him ; the marquis ftill had that addrefs, 

< that he perfwaded him all was for the beft. When 

< the other fa^ion prevailed, in which thqre were like- 

* wife crafty liianagers, and that his counfels weff (;pm- 

* moxily rejefled, be carried bi'mfelf fo, that th^y ^ha 

* hated him moft were willing to compound v^ith him^ 

* and that his majefty fliould not withdraw his counte- 
^ nance from biiii* But he continued in all his charges, 

* imd had a very great party in the parliament that was 

* moft devoted to ferve the king $ fo that his majeily was 
^ often put to defire his help to compafs what he defired* 
^ He did heartily oppofe the klng^s marching with his 
^ army into England', the ill fuccefs vvhereof made many 
■< men believe, afterwards, that he had more reafons/or 
f the counfels he gave, than they had who were of an- 

* other opinion. ' And the king was fo far from think- 
t* ing him bis enemy, that, when it wa» privately pro^ 

* pofed to him, by thofe he trufted moft, that he might 
^ be feoured from doing h^rt when the king wasiyiarch- 
% ed into JSnghnd^ fince he was fo much againfi it i his 

I • * roajcfty 
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his friends thtaiglxt need^y ftftdiH man*^ 

kind 
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majefty would by no mean^ confent to it, biit parted 
with him very gracioully, as with one he expefled 
good feivice from. All which the commiffioners [of 
Scotlandy foes to Argyle^ well ren\embered, and were 
very unwilling that he fhould be again admitted into 
his prefence, to make his own excufes for any thing 
he could be charged with. And his behaviour after-^ 
wards, and the good correfpondence he had kept with 
CrorawiUj but efpecially feme confident averments of 
fome particular words or a£tions which related to the 
murder 6f his father, prevailed with his majefty not to 
fpeak with him, which he laboured by many addrefles 
in petitions to the king, and letters to fome of tho^ 
who were trufted by him, which were often prefented 
by his wife'i and his fon, and }n which he only diefired, 
? to fpeak with the king, or with fome of t^ofe lords^ 
^pretending, that he fhould inform and communicate 
^ fomewbat ,that wouH highly concern his m^jefty's 
f fervice. But the king not vouchfafing to admit him 
i ^ohis.prefence, the Englijh lords had no mind to have. 
\ any conference with a man who had fo dark a cha- 
^ ra£ter, or to meddle in an affair that muft be ex- 
^ amined and adjudged by the laws of Scotland i and fo 
«. it was rcfolved, that the Marquis ol Argjk (hould be 

* fent by fea into Sc^tlandy to be tried before the parlia- 

< ment there, when the commiffioner fhould arrive who 
^ wad difpatched thither with the refl of tho lords, 4s 
^foon as theifeals, and other badges of their feneral 

< offices, could be prepared. And what afterwards he- 

* came of tb^ marquis, is known to all ineA(^)«' .««n«i ; 
1 ' C 4 It is, 
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^Mi fa^pftW^ -few*: 4w»« 4feftHgife l>« 

endea? 

^t^s, IjV«^k^VCry.9afjJo copclijdc^ ftqpi this narnj-s 
^ve, 77- though pairtial and untrue in many parts of it^ 
-r- that Cbarles was under very great obligations to -//r- 
gyU ; and that his refufing to (eV hip, and 'his deliver-^ 
(ng him i){^to the rage of his ^emies, was hfghty un- 
grateful. If iHnoccnt, the marquis had a right to his 
protcdUon ; -^ if* guilty, hi? ferViccs claimed, at leaft^ 
fo fmall a favour as to he heard 'by the king in h« own 
defence. But his majdly's ingratitude in this affair will 
be farther manifcftcd by the following lettpr^ or 'decla- 
ration, wntten wjth his own hand, and figncd with his 
ftal manual, dated at 5/. Johnjtoun^ Sept, 24., r656. ~ 
1^ Having taken into my Confideratlon the faithfiil en^ 

* deavour3 of the Marquis of Argyle^ for reflbring m^ 

•'to tny jnft rights, and the happy fettling of my do- 

* minions i I am defirous to }et the world fee,lipwfen- 
- * fible f am of his real refp^ft to me^ by foi^e partJculaif 

f marks of my favour to him^j^ by which they may fe^ 

* the truft and confidence which 1 repofe in him : and. 
f particularly, I do promife, that I will make him Duke 
^ of Jrgylfy and Knight qf the Garter,' atid one of the 
^ Gentlemen of my Bed-cfiamber : and this to fee per- 

* formed when he fhatf tfifnk it fit. And I dd farther ' 
f promife him, td heairk^n' to his counfeli '-U-^— wori? 

* out - — i^ whenever ' it ^'fljall pleafe God toreftore me 
•"to mj^ jtrft 'i-ights in Engtand^ I fcatl fee hii^i paid the 
•forty tficlufand pounds* fterling which js due to*hhn.' 
f ADwHith I do promife to make good upon tihe worrf 
f of-t-iifigti •' * 'CnkKtj^^Rl^ 

• Wodro w'^s Hiftoiy of t^c Sufferings of the Church of Scotlancf, vol. i. p. 
5(ir4^.B4U^r »7a|,_SccalfaBiographiaBritaimica, p, 1150. ' 
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Bat adl theft promlfes^ we Va^e fb«tiy vvrre /crfi'iid Jigr 
pification. Such was the fsi|!th, fucb thi grati€a<Kt»n of 
this pHnce I rrrrr? Nor nf as the tfta^ment of Oh^bf 
^Umhfy Earl of Derlf ; whpfe father loft his hcad^»f 
jbe h^9 liberty, far the king; mUjpb l»^tten Tfa^ }aft( 
^ri^of Divif^ of the j^;^ family, hai perpetoated itf 
l>y the folipwihg inifcripdon^ on a :hiul4ift| ^reAed aff 
ji^^tUj/^^ his feat ip Xtfiras^/Vf, : ' o ..-:..: 

/. /< 7a»Ki, Eari of Dptl^^ Lorfl of ^{Swi .anf ^ J&^f 
iffimdk>Tii o£ ^^IfiM, Ead of Z^sri^t ah4 of Charlotiei 
i:daaghter<if Qldudi Ihx]iui ie\2i,^immlltj wbofidinf^ 
?i)aod^. 3^^A Wfta bf*eaae(J,..*t ft?/ipiwr, XV ^4I^< 
f MWXXI.. fori. ihe. ftrefmouijy tBheriiig to GW/?!. th^ 
S^Sacpnd, whotefufedr^ I^iU^ pai^uQanilnottffybyhdthf 
% houfes of parHainent^' foif reftorifi^ to the family the 
; eftate. ioft bjj hi* loyalty to faim* wpccxxx?! {d).^ ^^^^^ 
His majefty, hawqver, re\ya^d«d. t*he iba with the lord Eilgiai,^b, 
jtftutenances of two counties (^)* • ^"^*^'«?^ 

r Cpfrendaftwc have had occaifon frfqi^eqtly to (|uqte. Ho uuieaot«g« 
ira^amaaofparts, and induftry^ though not very fit for si jW ^«»r 
^tefm^i), by xeafoa of his pnde^ vanity, partiality, ar^d koyal aal^ 
I^IJliQranp^ il» public affair?. Attach^ed, ho wevciTi he. was JJ^^ ,^j^* 
to, his I9iiaflt<r». by pirinciple and inclination ; andftud^ u* p* 4* 
(^. to (Konvit^ l|i$ Entered, I'he.recommendation of 
Ch$rUtX . whofe oaufe b^ had efpoiifed,^ and a long ex-» 
|k» had given. h)ia cgni^qaence with the yoqng nioQ«i 
|rch ; .tOi whotntrhid naidArftaiiding^ and dil»g^|u:e. wers^ 
pi]{ mar^ o^^fions, very ufeful, iur^ounded as he was 
by vifionaries* dehaucbees, atfd idlers of yaiioua 

• • 
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imputsfttibn . by : wiik reafons. After this^ 

wc 

Jit tbe Reftoratiofi, this mail was. loaded with honors 

aad.£iiDOur$ : but.be. foon loft ground with the king» 

who fttffered his enemies to perfecute him ) and even 

Jbiaed with them Co far as to hurry him out qF the 

kingdom; and afient to . a bill deyifed fof his perpetual 

banUhment. If the accduntN hrs lordfliip has given of 

this affiur, be true ; Jhe king muft have had a bkfe heart 

indeed. For his lord(hip informs us^ • * ^iiati his ' majeffy 

S feht td tbe Archbifliop of Canterbury^ that he (hoiilcl» 

\ in his majefty's name; cpmmand ail the biihops benx;tt 

^ to concur in thanking him for removing the ChanceU 

^.lor [Clarendon] \ that he pablkkly denied what he 

^Kad declared to the Duke of Tor k^ and which he had 

^ given him liberty to report^ in his vindication 4 that 

^ he difcourfed of him differently to diiFerent perfons ; 

. * and) laftly, by deceitful promifes, induced him to fly» 

^ and thereby expofe himfelf, with feeming juftice, to 

* the penalties which were afterwards inflif^ed ob 

(/) Coatf- * him (/). Whether the chancellor was juftly puniihed 

H?"'T ri* hy parliament, is not here the queftion. n ^ ■ I will 

8^7. add but one inftance more of the ingratitude of Cbarlesi 

but that is fuch a.one as will ferve to illuftrate his cha- 

rafter very remarkably. — »-, It is well known that 

Charles I. was talked of as a Martyr, both before and af- 
ter his fon's reftoration : as a martyr, therefore, it was 
naturally to be fuppofed he would be honoured. This, 
pf courfe, would 'produce a folemn interment^ and a 
faperb monument, fui table to the great merits arii^dig- 
• ntty of the perfon. And, if Lord Clarendon may be be- 

lieved, * bis majeily had refolved to do it befote his 

* coming 
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* CDOijing into EngkmdJ^ Why it was not done, his lord-' 

jhip has told us a long-winded ftpry; the fuhftance oF 
which is, that the body of the king's father could not be 
jTound ztfVindfor^ where it had been interred, b^qauib 
th^ t^pjrds Sputhamptin a^id Lijndfeyy who had attended.ott 
^haf ocQafion, ^ could, npt recolIe£l their meniorie9» lioT 

* find any one mark by whicji they could ipake any 

* judgment npar what place the kings body lay (j^).* ^-^ fe)H,vol. 
'rhii was the excufe *to fave appearances j . and coyep "ia^ HiSfy 
6yer cJifrpgard and negleft of a parent, who, in liis <ye, of tl»e i^- 
had nothing of the tyrAntorifoe to. mankind. For, v, pTie?/ 
in fa^, it was nothing but an e;KCijyre ;, and founded^ vd 
falihood too. t < It has b^en m^ a qiieSknu arid 

f a wonder, by ^any,^ why a particular mpnumontwa^ 

* ^ot«re6icd foj- Charles I.' (dy^EtAard^ * after the R^* 

* ftorationof his foi:^; efpecially when the parljainentwa^ 
f well inclined to have given a good ium for thatgrate-<fc 

* ful purpofe* This has caufed feveral conjedlures, and 

* refle£tions : and intimations have been given, as if the 

* royal body had never been depofited thet^lff^fidjar']^; 

* or, elfe, had afterwards been removed by the regicides: 
^ ^nd ^e Lord Clannden himfelf fpeaks foftly and fuf- 
\ picioufly of this matter, as if be believed that the body 
f could not be fomult^ 3ut to remove all imaginations^ 

* welhall infertamemorandum,or certificate, fent by Mr; 

* John SmdU a^Regiftcr atPf^imff^ Qfftle: . ^^Jam 1696^ 
** Stpjfember; tw^ntyrfiiljJ:, th|B fame vault in which King 

>* CharUf the Firft was buried, ,wafi opened, to lay in a , ' 
flill-*bpr(i child pf, the tl^eftPrinceid of JD^;»^^^ 
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vour^ 
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15 our gracious queen. Qn the king^s coffin, the velvet 

f^ pall w^ ftrofig aild fedtid ; and thefe W^s about the 

«• coffin a kadeti b&Ad, with this infcKption tut ttifoUglj 

^ it, Ki!^(i C«A|tLEs, Mt)p)iLtnr, (Ijiieen 7*w/j coffir^ 

^« was^ Whole, tfrfd entire : but Aat of King iiiV«r;' the 

fK £ighth w^a ^u|ik in upon tke breiift part ; and the 

^.lead andvrood confumed with the hcit of the gujiis he 

^^i^as timbaliin^d with : and when t laid my hand on it, 

. ^ it w^s run together, and hard, ant) bad no ndifomc 

... i ^'Imell.'^ f As a farther nieniorandum,relatitigtQfcM 

' i Ckarte/$ mtcfnTent,.he fays, «* that when thi body of 

. .' M King Charier tht FirO: lay In ftate, 4h the ^feah'? 

^f. Hall, the Dcikse ^ Richm$nd bdd the ccffifl ^^tmetf^ 

f and was fati^/'d tftat Jfvra^ ihc'Eng^s bo4y. tU\ 

t' fc veral pcopip have dec Jafed they kttt^^ to be tr ud, who 

M lifereralive^ stnd the* prtfentf a3-,Mri J?/?»^tfi5^ of JV>tu 

f* Windfdt^ and others ; fo thathb thinks th^ Lord Ct(^in^ 

♦^ifriivaas miffed ih that m^tfer^ and ihdf. King Chfifle^ 

f ^ dxc Second never fern to enquire after the body, fincc 

** it was well kliown, both to. the Inhabitapts of th^ caft 

(*)Hiftory *^ tic Ttni towrt, that it w^s in that vault (i),*' Thaf 

of Ijigland, Toyj Clarmdo)^^ tale is mere fiaiofl, may be, I think, 

649. ^pncluded fronv the houfe of c6mfftdhs voting, Jan^ 50, 

*677» fixty eight thoufond gout^ds for the intcrmentof 

Charles I, and for cre^irtg him ^ monument, "ffr^ I^ 

^r/^'i Partj^^fXiehtary Debates, there are feveral fpeechesf 

pf the courtiers in favour of the refolutien ; •<!«-» |iot d word'^ 

^ anT' from aiiy pttev thi^ it was dificuh to find the body (ij*? 

Crry's De-' •^•. A biU wjo fanpught in^ aikd ordered to be re^ a fe» 

vfp! 3I! * Wft<d lime ; whctlier it was paifel into s^ lawj 0r «ot, 1/ 

(cannot 
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^faniKyt certainly txyi — -— If not, his majeity muft fed 
blamed ; for the boufe ejepreffed a high veneration for 
the' martyr. — — — Such was the gratitude di Charles tor 
)]^s father ! Such the reverence and regard to his me^ 
iBwy i TKe obligariDns to parents are of tfie higheff 
itature; and to be lingrateftil to them, is to^xpofe one'& 
ftlFto the hatred an'd contempt of mankind^ ^ Ofhnii 

* immtffhrem henejkit oderunt : einiqui injurtam in deter- 
^rertda hhera&idte JiM iiinm fieri \ eumqUe^ qui faciati 
^ ^tmemunem h^Jtein tenuionim putattt (^)/ 

(bub) Hi was urquft to fuch as were ridi in Mi favour ; 
tte.\ Skeffiilifkysi • He wa* ftfrely incKncd to jufticej 

* fop nothing dfe wotrid have retamed him fc faft to the 
^ fitoeeffion c^ a %lrotber, againfk a foh he was fo fon^ 
^'0f, ani) tbe humour pf ^ party he fo much feared. I 
^aim wlHtiyg^alfo'to impute to hfar juflibe, whatever 
^ i&&M m 4bme iife^ure tp cotltradi<5t the gtmerafl opt- 
^JUDtt of Ms elementy ; ad his fulFering always the ri^' 

* goUrofthe hw to' proceed not only againft all highway- 
*"ineit> hut alio fevcral others, in whofe cafes the law- 
^-yiirs (according to theif wotited cufbom) had u(ed 
^'fometime^ a great deal of hardfhip and feveriCy (/).* 
Market' however declares, * that he feetned to have no 

* beweU or tendernefs in his nature : and m the end o( 

* his Kfe he became cruel. He was apt to forgive,' con- 
tTnues tills writer, * all crimes ^ even blood itfelf : yet. 
♦-he ffevdrforgave any thing that was done againfl him- 
*'ieff, after his firft and^ gerterafaft of Indemnity, which 
^mm- tof be reckoned as d^nt rather upon maxims bf 
^iace^tiian ittdinalteAs Jof mtxcf {n^^ This fccnisr 

ft very 
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hy ihcir actions, or s^rllings/ had prf>^ 

cured 

very fevere ; but may, notwithftanding^ be mudi more 
true than tht charaAer given by the Duke of Biuking'^ 
hanty juft above recited. Let fa£ts, however, deter- 
mine. Harrington^ the celebrated writer of the OuanOy 
bad been a companion of Charles I. in the midft of his 
diftrefles ; by whqm he was efteemed, and regarded. 
He was, however, a republican ; and writ many noble 
pieces in that caufe, which have conveyed his name 
down with honor to pofierity. This ma|i, in Decern-^ 
her^ 1661, was feized, and committed to the Tower ^ (or 
treafonabie deiigns and pra&ices : and though no ppoof 
at all was made of it, he lay in clofe confinement there 
five months, and afterwards, unknown to his frieiidf, 
was fuddenly hurried on &ipboard, and confiQcd in St^ 
Nicholas Ifland, near Plymouth^ This iippaui^d bi9* 
health, and brought on^diforders, which reaididred the* 
remaining part of his life very unhappy, Thiaj furely,' 
was injuftice ; injufticein the king, to whom his cafie had 
been reprefented, and from whom even an exchange of^ 
(»)SeeTo- prifon could not be obtained but on exceffive bafl(;f}^-fr^ 
oTHarriBg. NeviUy the author oi Plato ReJivivusy a man of rank and 
ton. Wood's learning, fufFered alfo imprifonment $ as did WiUman^ 
Eiographia and many others of the pacty, for feigned crimes : it 
Bntannica. being the mode of the. court, at this time, to invent 
tales, in order to cover over their malice to fuch as had 
been their opponents. Particulars will eailly be recol-* 
le£led.lpy fuch as are conyerfant in our i^iftpriea. — jrn^ 
But the cafe of Sir Henry Vane is fo very remarkaUr, 
and the king himfelf w^ fo deep in the defign.^gaioA' 
his life, which ,v^ m^ft wjuilly taken &om bio,^tbil^ 
' ■ ' I can- 
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^ired his difpleafure. --7-7- Jn refped): to. 

his 

I cannot do jaftice to my fulled without enlarging on 
it. It is well known that this genlUman had a pi^nci- 
pal hand in brinpngLord Strafford to juftice ; in refift* 
ing the tyranny of Chirks L and. reducing him to a 
condition in which hie was glad to Xue for peace y and 
that he even ad?ifed agwnft dofiAgwith.him^m the 
Ifl^ of Wight*. He, however, n^ver fat in jjudgment on 
die king : be never clofed with CronvwiUy but fuffered 
imprifenment'firomhim;. and adhered fteadily to th€ 
caufe. of the parliament, which from the beginning 
he had embra^cid. On thefe acceunta, though he wad 
excepted in the Bill of Indemnity, the lords and com-* 
MOtis joined in a petition to the king j that if he were at* 
tainted, yet execution as to his life might be remitted, 
al he vi^ not vme of the immediate murderers of ills fa- 
ther \ againft whom alone his majeily had declared his 
^leafure to proceed (0). On the petition's being pre-^ («) see 
fcntedy'^bythelord chancellor, it was proniifed to be {^^^^^^1.^^ 
tempiitd withbythe king(^). His life was now deem* ComoMns, 
cd fafe. Bat on a new parliament being called, which .^^^ .. 
was wholly devoted to the court, it was determined that ip) T}>ar* 
he fliould feel the efFe£ls of its refentment. Accotdinglj ^/^^ '* 
4he hoofe of commons ordered, 5 that Sir iiettryxf^afu^ 
^ and CoL Lambert^ that are wholly excepted andfordv 
f prixed outof the A£b of Indemnity, be iefttobe pvo^ 
* ceeded againft according to law : and it is recommends 
*-ed to Mr. Attorney General, to take care of the prow 
.^iccedings againft them(^). * > The order was t once (^)jour- 
«f«: twice more- renewed : asidN Sir ^USpnty^ in confer lee/"^^ '' 
vfoence- therfof, was |?raughjl to a 'trial ^aj^ the King's 

Bench, 
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' . ' ' " ' 

hk mc3TaIs, he was One of fhc motf 

perfe^ 

• ■ * * * « • 

* 

Behdiy 7^7f# i and 6^ t66i« The indi&mA't was fof 
high treafoi^ evideheied * by confaieiiig^ with others,* 
^ XO bring ttsse kif>g to deftru^Uony and to bold him ou^ 
^fronpf tKe exercife of ^ regal attdxMrityi and then/ 
^ dfurping the gbiTernm^rit^ ftfid appointmg offioen dl 
' * the army rarfed agatnff tte king j as aAb albrihbl&lg 
' in a W^fliliie mafmer.' This indiftmeAt, it is evide^^ 
#as fitted for ali^ft every perfoh coi^i^iibd ill the fj^ 
iernment from the de^h df the tafe klAg, : whbfe'deaflf 
}9 not laid to Silr /^rj^/^^/ diarge; cKough il w» the atoaia 
erime whkhhr&porefent m^fly,' as we bivefeeiif,diecl«red 
that he defiiTd (boizld be csph% fHinifli^ V^pumAt fer^' 
ral exceptions todve isid7(£lment i and^among other ihangp^ 
kxAy ^ Here is a iong time of afii'on &r whtdi I a«f 
^charged ; aind I nmy be eonc^rDed for what I aAed aiT 
^ a member m that fovere^' coUrt of poarliamest i ailid 
^ if any thing colbicems the jurifiifdioti 6f that courfy 

*r^ *v2 * ^ °*^*^ ^^ ^ ** J'^Se* kw* (r)/ 'file court m»df 
i. 'p/ 434|^ council at this took great ofiexKrc. tfoweveil^, upon* hti' 
^ i«a4. pleading j^jijt giii*«y y foitf days? were aliowri him to pr©^ 
pare hinifelf for his trial. 

On the d^ a|>pointed^ tSe prifona wai 6rou^C ift 
thel^ar ^ where the altonrey general opened die charge^' 
fl^ Wi»teff6s w^e cjited in fuf^t of it. Shr HiHry' 
ifheir w^s; fcf^alrtd^to make fa» defietnice.-^ winch Y^ 
-did with ^eat fnidt>0Xy fprrit, and bravery.' htisoiii^ 

mhtt thjlhgs^ he hUi « U he fliould h^ now caHed ih 

' /^ ^ quefti^ i(xt thofe thiiigs whidi' wer* tranfadkd io that 

* partiament,4]f^wlrich> he w^ a memb^; he fixohid 

* havci 
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* have the comfort and peace of thofe aflions to fupport 

* him in his greateft fufferings** He added, • That if 

* he were excepted [from pardon], then muft he be 

* judged for the crime of the whole nation j and that 

* crime muft be ravelled into through him : that the cafe 

* is fuch as never yet fell out ; to wit> that the govern- 

* ment being cntrufted to three eftates, they fhould fb 

* fall out among themfelves, as the people cannot tell 

* which to obey : that where thefe great changes fall 

* out, it is not poflible for any man tp proceed accord^ 
^ ing to all formalities of law : that there was a politi>- 

* cal power, by the aft of 17 Caroily co-ordinate witli 

* the king; and where thefe powers are not in conjunc- 
^ tion, but in enmity to each other, no court, inferior 

* to the parliament) by whofe authority thqfe things 

* were afted, ought to be judges of this cafe, which cer* 

* tainly never happened before. *— -» He, moreover, of- 

* fered thefe pqint§ to be confidered, and pray'd earneft- 

* ly to have council aiEgned him to fpealc to them. 

* I. Whether the colleftive body of the parliament 

* can be impeached of high treafon ? 

* 2. Whether any perfon, a£ling by authority of par- 

* liament, can (fo long as he. ailed by that authority) 

* commit treafon ? 

* 3, Whether matters, afted by that authority, can 
^'be called in queftion in an inferior court ? 

* 4, Whether a king 4e jure^ and out of pofTeiGon, 

* can have treafon committed againfl; him, he not being 

* king defa£i^^ and in aftual poffeiEqn V 

It may very eafily be fuppofcd, that all thefe queftion^ 

were determined by crown law j and that the prifoner, 

notwithftanding all he could fay, was found guilty of 

..Vol. II. D . - high 
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high treafon. On this, his majefty was determined, 
notwithftanding his promife, to avail himfclf of the ver- 
di6^ : as appears by the following copy of an original 
letter, written from * Hamton Courts Saturday^ two 

* in the afterhoone* 

• The relation that hadi been made to me of Sir //. 
« Vane^s carriage ycfterday, in the Hall,- is the occailon 

* of this letter j which, if I am rightly informed, was 

* fo infolent as to juftify all he had done, acknowlcdg- 

* ing no fupreame power ' in England bat a pari. 
^ and many things to that purpofe. You have had a 
^ true account of all ; and if he has given new occafion 

* to be hanged, certaynly he is too dangerous a man to 

* lett live, if we can honeftly put him out of the way. 

* Thinke of this, and give me fome accounte of it to- 
(s) In the • morrow : till when I have no more to fay to you (^).' 

jam'fwcft, ' To the Chancellour.' 

G ^**^^Ef • ^^^^ letter, it is apparent, was written June 7, 1662 ; 
and that day fe*nnight Sir Henry Vane was beheaded on 
Toiver-'hill ; where he behaved in & manner worthy of 
himfelf, and the caufe of Liberty in which he had em- 
barked* The king's letter needs no comment. — 
Lord Clarendon has not taken notice of any part of 
this affair. ^ Lambert^ at the Came time, was con- 
demned ; but reprieved, and afterwards banifhed for life. 
And, it is very probable, /fo^r/g^ would have paid dearly 
for his paft tranfaf^ions, had not death feized on him in 
thc^Tiw^r: for, after his death, his tranfa£lions were 
reported to the houfe of commons ; and it was refolved, 
7um. con. that Sir-/f. Haftlrig wis guilty of high treafon; 
^nd that all his eftate, real and perfonal, be confifcate 
and forfeited for the faid treafon : though &n addreft 

• lliras. 



f 

I 



CHARLES THE SECOND. 35 

t 

9 

Was, at the fame time, refolved to be mad^ to his ma^ 
jefty, by petition, to reftore his eftate^ in purfuance of 
the Duke of AlbemarWs [Moncke^s'] engagement (/). (/) Joor- 

Thd imprifonment of thefe three mcn» even before j^l/^^^"* 
It was certainly known what their fate would be, made 
Algernon Sydfay deter/nine to tarry abroad, contrary to 
the firft advice of his friends* * I have ever had in my 
Jnind,' fays that upright and virtuous man, ' that when 
^ God (hall caft me in fuch a condition, as that I cannot 

* fave my life but by doing an indecent thing ; he fhews 

* me, the time is come wherein I fliould refign it. And 
•« when I cannot live in my own country, but by fuch 

* meansasarcworfethandying in itj I think lie (hews me, • 
« I ought to keep myfelf out of lU Let them pleafe them'-- 

* fclvcs with making the king glorious, who think a 

* whole people may juftly be facrificcd, for the intereft 

* and pleafure of one man and a few of his followers : 

* let them rejoice in their fubtilty, who, ty betraying 

* the former powers, have gained the favour of this, not 

* only prcferv'd, but advanc'd themfelves in thefe dan- 

< gerous changes. Ncverthelefs (perhaps) they may 

* find the kings glory is their fhame ; his plenty, the 
*' people's mifery : and that the gaining of an office, or 

* a little money, is a poor reward for deftroying a na- 
^ tion I (which, if it were preferv'd in liberty and virtue, 

< would truly be the moft glorious in the world) and 
^ that others may find they have, with much pains» 

* pttpchaied their own (ham^and mifery ; a dear price paid 
^ for chat which is not worth keeping, nor the^life that 

* is -accompanied with it* The hpnour of Englijh parli- 
** aments has ever been in making the nation glorious 
^ and happy ; not in felling and deftroying the intereft 
'< of it, to fatiafie the lufts of one man. MifemUe na- 

JO % *tion! 
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* t!on ! that, from fo great a height of glory, is fallen 

* into the mod defpicable condition in the world, of 
' having all its good depending upon the breath and 

* will of the vileft perfons in it f cheated and fold by 

* them they trufted ! — Infamous traffick ! equal al- 
' moft in guilt to that of ^udai ! In all preceding ages, 
^ parliaments have been the pillars of our liberty, the 

* fure defenders of the opprefled. They, who formerly 
^ could bridle kings, and keep the ballance equal be- 
*. tween them and the people, are now become the in- 
< ftruments of all our oppreffions, and a fword in his 

* hand to deftroy us. They themfelves led by a few 

* interefted perfons, who are willing to buy offices by 

* themfelves, by the mifery of the whole nation, and the 

* blood of the moft worthy and eminent perfons in it. 

* Deteftable bribes ! worfe than the oaths now in fafliion 

* in this mercenary court ! I mean to owe neither my 

* life nor liberty to any fuch means : when the inno- 

* cenceofmya£lionswiIlnotprote£lme, I willftayaway 

* till the ftorm be overpafled,. In fliort, where Vani,, 

* Lambert J and Hajilrigg^ cannot live in fafety ; I can- 
^ not live at all. If I had been in England^ I (hould 

* have expelled a lodging with them: or, tho' they may 

* be the firft, as being more eminent than I, I muft ex- 

* peft to follow their example in fufFering, as I have 
^ been their companion in ading. I am moft in amaze 

* at the miftaken informations that y^^xt fent me by my 
^ friends, full of expectations, of favours, and employ- 

. * ments. Who can think that they, who imprifon 

* them, would employ me j or fuffer me to live, when 

* they are put to death ? If I might live, and be ci»- 

* ployed J can it be expeded, that I (hould ferve a go- 
/ vernment that feeks fuch deteftable ways of eftablifli- 

ing 
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* ing itfelf ? Ah ! no : I have not learnt to make my 

* own peace, by perfecuting and betraying my brethren, 

* more innocent and worthy than myfelf. I muft live 
^ by juft means, and ferve to juft ends, or not at all, 

* after fuch a manifeftation of the ways by which it is 

* intended the king (hall govern. I fhould have re- 
' nounced any place of favour, into which the kindnefs 
^ and induftry of my friends might have advanced me, 

* when I found thofe that were better than I were only 

* fit to be deftroyed. I had formerly fome jealoufies : 

* the fraudulent proclamatipn for indemnity increafed 
< them; the imprifoment of thofe three men, and turn- 

* ing out all the officers of the army, contrary to pro- 

* mife, confirm'd me iti my refolutions not to re- 

. * turn(«).' («)Brown'i 

. What noble fentiments are here I All antiquity cannot iTfJ'elf' 
produce a finer than the letter in which they are con- ^^o- I'ond. 
tained : nor do the names of Brutus ^ or TimoUony do '^°^* 
more honor • to antient Greece and RonfCj than Jl- 
gernon Sydne/s to England. We (hall, hereafter, fee ♦ 
him aft with equal dignity in the laft fcone of life ; when 
the injuftice of the prince towards him, which is here 
feared, was made conspicuous to all {x), ^ fWSeenote 



(FFrr), 



* Hail thofe old Patriots ; on whofe tongue 
^ Perfwafion in the fenate hung, 
^ Whilft they this f2u:red caufe maintained ! 
^ Hail thofe old Chiefs, to honor train'd ; 

• Who fpread, when other methods fail'd, 

* War's bloody banner, and prevail'd I 

^ Shall men like thefe, unmention'd, deep 

^ Prgmifcuous with the common heap, 

D 3 *.Aad 
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"^ pcrfeft profligates (ccc) to be met with 

< And (Gratitude forbid the crime ?) 

* Le carried down the ftrfeam of time 

* In flioals, unnotic'd and forgot, 

* On Lethe's ftrcam, like flags, to rot ? 

« No ! ■— — r they fhall live : and each fair name 
^ Recorded in the book of Fame, 

* Founded on honor's bafis, faft 

* As the round earth to ages laft.* CnuRCHiti,, 

(ccc) He was tnojl profligate in point of morals. J 
Many princes have pradliced gallantry ; many king^ 
lived in adultery ; but, for the moft part, they have 
had fome regard to decency.; fome reverence for 

their charaaers.-, But Charl^ kept no meafures : ho 

fpoke, and did, thofe things which are hardly to be men* 
tioned without blufliing. Thofe who will fee them re- 
vealed, need only read, Butier*s Court Buriefqued, Ra- 
chejier's and Marvel's Satires, and fome other poets of 
the age. Writers of this kind are generally, indeed, 
fuppofed to heighten ; but, I believe, if we attend to 
fadls, we (hall find them to hav& exceeded but little on 
the occafion, ' . * He was apter to make broad allu- 

♦ fions upon any thing that gave the leaft occafwn, than 

• was altogether fuitable with the very good breeding/ 
fays Lord Halifax^ « he (hewed in moft other things^ 
' The company be kept, whilft abroad, had fo ufed him 
^ to that fort of dialeft j that he was fo far "from think- 

* ing it a fault, or indecency, that he made it a matter 
< pf rallery upon thpfe who could not prevail upon them-. 

4 * felvcs 
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in hillory; his adulteries being open, a* 

bandoned, 

* felves to join in it. As a man who hath a good^ 

* ftomach loveth, generally, to talk of meat j fo, in the 

* vigour of his age, he began that ftyle, which, by de- 

* gr^es, grew fo natural to him, that, after Ke ceafed 
^ to do it out of pleafure, he continued to do it out of 

* cuftom. The hypocrify of the former times inclined 

* men to think they could not fhe^ too great an aver- 
^ fion to it ; and that helped to encourage this unbound* 

* ed liberty of talking without the reftraints of decency, 
f which were before obferved. In his m6re familiar 

* converfations with the ladies, even they muft be paf- 

* five if they would not enter into it. How far founds, 
' as well as objetSis, may have their efFeifls to raife incli* 

* nation, might be an argument to him to ufe that ftyle; 
^ or whether ufing liberty, at its full ftretch, was not the 

* general inducement without any particular motives to 

* ^^ {y)** —Nor are we to wonder at all at this : fince, (y) Cha- 
according to the Duke of Ormonde^ * his majefty fpent " *''>P*3o- 

* moft of his time with confident young men, who ab- 

^ horred all difcourfe that was ferious, and, in the liber-^ 
^ ty they afliimed in drollery and raillery, preferved no 
< rei^erence towards God or man ; but laughed at all 

^ fober men, and even at religion itfelf (z).' No- («)ciaren- 

thing, indeed, if we believe Clarendon^ could be more *^^"l?on°""r 
abandoned than the companions of this king. ■ ii,p.85« 

Mr. May (of the Privy Purfe), fpeaking of the fire of 
fjondorty hardly then extinguiftied, ^ prefumed to afiure 
^ the king, that this^ was the greateft bleffing God had 
^ ever conferred upon him, his reftoration only except* 

P4j ^ed; 
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bandoned, and accompanied with cruel- 



ties 



* ed : for the walls and gates being now burned. an<! 
' * thrown down of that rebellious city, which was al- 

* ways an enemy to the crown, his majefty would ne- 

* ver fufFer them to repair and build them up again, ta 
^ be a bit in his mouth, and a bridle upon his neck : 

* but would keep all open, that his troops might enter 

* upon them whenever he thought neceffary for his fer- 
' vice ; there being no other way to govern the rude 

(a) Id. vol. ^ multitude, hut by force (a),* What a vile mif- 

iii. P- 675- cream ! ^ But to proceed. The Duke of Buck^ 

Ingham obferves, * that, in his pleafures, he was rather 

* abandoned than luxurious; and, like our female li- 

* bertines, apter to be debauched for the fatisfadlion of 

* others ; than to feek, with choice, where moft to 
' pleafc himfelf, I am of opinion alfo, that, in his lat- 

* ter times, there was as much of lazinefs as of love> in 

* all thofe hours he pafled among his miftreffes : who, 

* after all, fcrved only to fill up his feraglio ; while a 

* bewitching kind of pleafure, called fauntering, and 

* talking without any conftraint, was the true Sultana, 
(^) Works, * Queen he delighted in (^).*. — Burnet h of opinion, 

voL 11. p. c ^j^^^ ^.j^g j.yjj^ ^f l^j^ reign, and of all his affairs, was 

* occafioned, chiefly, by his delivering himfelf up, at his 

* firft coming over, to a mad range of pleafure. One 

* of the race of the Villars^ adds he, * then married 
< to Palmer^ foon after made Earl of Cajilemain^ who 

* afterwards being feparated from him, was advanced to 

* be Duchefs of Cleveland^ was his firft and longeft mif-' 

* trefs, by whom he had five children. She was a wo- 
^ man of great beauty, but moft enormoufly vitious and 

« ravenous \ 
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ties to his queen,, which few men, but 

himfelf, 

* ravenous \ foolifli, but imperious ; very uneafy to the 

* king J and always carrying on intrigues with other 

* men, while yet flic pretended flie was jealous of 

* him. His paffion for her, and her ftrange behaviour 
^ towards him, did fo diforder him, that often he was 
^ not mailer of himfelf, not capable of minding bufi- 
*nefs(f)/ In another place, the fame writer fays, (OVol. ?, 

* He delivered himfelf up to a moft enormous courfe of 

* vice, without any fort of reftraint, even from the con- 

* fideration of the neareft relations. The moft ftudied 
' extravagancies that way feemed, to the very laft, to 

* be much delighted in and purfued by him [d)* ^^ ^^' P* 

But enough of thefe general charafters. Let us now 
proceed to facts. — Charles^ we have feen, whilft abroad, 
entertained a commerce with the fex. On his Reftora- 

tion, Mrs. Palmer became his miftrefs : but being mar- 
ried to Catherine of Portu^aly May 21, 1662, it was 
naturally expefted that he would break with the mif- 
trefs, pr, at leaft, keep his acquaintance with her as.pri- 
vate as pofSble. But marriage made no alteration in 
him. So far was he from making a fecret of his adul- 
tery, that he brought his lady under the queen's hofe, 
, and infifted on her being appointed of the bedchamber. 
Some perfons, it feems, remonftrated to him on the fub- 
jeft : but the effedt it had will be feen from the follow^ 
ing copy of an original letter, which is known to be ge- 
nuine by fome of the moft refpeSable perfonages in 
England. It was written to Lord Clarmdm from Hamp^ 

ton 
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himfelf, would have had the heart to 

have 

ion Courty Thurfiaj morning (without the day of the 
month, or date of the year), in thefe terms : 
.f I forgott, when you weare here laft» to defire you 

< give Brodericki good councell not to meddle any more 
^ with what concernes my Lady CaftUmainej and to let 
^ him have a care how he is the author of any fcandalous 

< reports ; for if I find him guilty of any fuch thiiig, I 

* will make him repent it to thfe laft moment of his life;^ 
^ And now I am entered on this matter^ I think it very 
' necefiary to give you a little good councell in it, leaft 

* you may think that, by making a farther ftirr in the 
f ^ bufinefle, you may divert me from my refolution i 

^ which all the world ihall never do : and I wifli I ma/ 

* be unhappy in this world, and in the world to come, 

< if I faile in the leaft degree pf what I have refolved ; 

* wbfch is, of making my Lady Ca/flemaine of my wives 
^ bedchamber : and whofoever I find ufe any endeavours 

* to hinder this refolution of mine (except it be only to 

* myfelf ), I will be his enemy to the laft moment of my 

* life. You know how true a friendc I have been to you: 

* if you will oblige me eternally, make this bjufmefie as 

* eaiy to me as you can, of what opinion foever you are 

* of ; for I am refolved to go through this matter let 

* what will come on it, which again I folemnly fwear, 
^ before Almighty God : therefore, if you defire to have 

' < the continuance of my friendfhip, meddle no more 
^ with this bufinefle, excepte it be to beate downe all 
^ falfe and fcandalous reports, and to facilitate what I an> 
^ fure my honor is fo much concerned in ; and whofo* 

< ever I finde to be my Lady Cq^lemainis enemy in this 
( matter, I do promife, upon my word, to be'his enemy 

* a$ 
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^ as long as I live. You may £bew this letter to my Lord 

* Lieutenant {e) ; and if you have both a mind to oblige ^^^l^ ^'" 

♦ me, carry yourfelves like friends in this matter. pointed Lor4 

g^ r^ Tk » Lieutenant 

*CfIARLE8R/ of Ireland, 

Nov, 4, 

This letter had its effed on the lord chancellor; for '^^** 
it appears, by jiis own account,^ that, infiead of throw- 
ing up his poft like a man of honor and virtue, and bid* ^ 
ding an everlafting adieu to the court of fo infamous a 
mafter j inftead of doing this, he took on himfelf the 
mean and wicked office of attempting to perfuade het 
majefty to comply with the king's refolution with refped 
to his miftrefs(y^. The queen, with a fpirk which (f)<^ontu 
does honor to her charafter, in feveral conferences, ab-^ ii. p. 325-J 
folutely refufed : and it was not till after receiving the 39- 
moft fhocking treatment from his majefty, that fhe 
would vouchfafe to have any intercourfe with her. Af- 
terwards the lady, for fome years, was all-powerful. — 
But his majefty was far from confining himfelf to a An- 
gle miftrefs ; or making a fcruple of having it known, 
that he entertained familiarity with many. In the latter 
end of his days, in a progrefs to Winchefter^ he took Nelt 
Gwin with him ; and Dr. Ken*s houfe, which he held in 
right of his prebend, was marked for her ufe : but the 
DoiSior, to his honor, refufed her admittance, and (he ' 

was forced to feek other lodgirigs {g). ' The king, (•) Ken's 

indeed, was afhamed of nothing : nor did he care what Jj**^'. -^^-^ 
foreign nations, or his own people, might think or fay 9. gvo. ' 
of him. This is evident from the grant of lewis XIV. ^^' "7i3- 
oF France^ to the Oucbefs of Port/mouthy of the Duchy 

of 
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the fexi and which, had he been in- 
deed 

of Abigny ; in which it is recited, * that he, in regard to 

* the King of Great Britain^ had, by his letters patent^ 

* granted to the Lady Lovife Rente de Penencourt de Ke- 
' roualle^ Duchefs of Portfmouthy the faid territory of 

* Auhigny^ with all right to the fame belonging; for her 
^ life J remainder to fuch of the natural children as (he 

* (hall have by the King of Great Britain^ in tail male,| 

* by the faid king to be named ; remainder to the crown 

* of France. And whereas the faid King of Great Britain 

* bad appointed Prince Charles Lennox^ Duke of Rich^ 

* mondy his natural fon, Mafter of the Horfe, and Knight 

* of the Garter, to fucceed the faid Duchefs of Portf- 

* mouth ip the faid inheritance j he, the faid King of 

* France^ being willing to annex to the faid inheritance 

* a proper title, and fuch as ftiould be agreeable to the 

* illuftrious birth of the faid Duke oi Richmond 'y and, 

* at the fame time, to confer honor on the faid Duchefs 
(A) Collin's c Qf Portfmouth — eredis the faid town, fcfr. into a d utchy 

FccrAcc vol 

i. p. 204. * and peerdom of France (h)^' Madame de Se^ 

h& edit. <uigney in one of her letters, fpeaking of this lady, fays, 

' ' ' Madamoifelle de K has not been difappointed in 

' any thing fhe propofed. She defired to be miftrefs to 

* the King [of England] y and fhe is fo : he lodges with 
' her almoft every night in the face of all the court : (he 

* has had a fon, who has been acknowledged, and prc- 
' * fented with two dutchies. She amafles treafurej kni 

^ makes herfelf feared and refpe<Sted by as many as (he 

* can. But (he did not forefee that (he (hould find a 

* young adrefs in her way, whom the king doats on ; 

* and fhe has it not in her power to withdraw him from 

♦ her, 
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deed poffefled of that great good-nature 

for 

% 

t 

* her. He divides his care, his time, and his health, . ', 

* between thefe two. The A£lrefs is as haughty as 

* Madamoifelle : ihe infults her, (he makes grimaces at 
her, fh'e attacks her, (he frequently fteals the king from 

* her, and boaffs whenever he gives her the pceference. 
She is- young, indifcreet, confident, wild, and of an 

* agreeable humour. She fings, fhe dances, (he a£ls her 

* part with a good grace. She has a foif'by the king, 

^ and hopes to have him acknowledged. As to Mada- ' 

* moifelle, Ihe reafons thus : This duchefs, fays (he, 

* pretends to be a perfon of quality : flie fays, flie is re- 

* lated to the beft families in France/, whenever any per- 
' fon of diftindlion dies, fhe puts herfelf in mourning. 

* If (he be a lady of fuch quality, why does fhe demean 

* herfelf to be a courtefan ? She ought to die with 

* fhame. As for me, it is my profeffion : I do not pre- 

* tend to any thing better. The king entertains me ; 

* and I am conftant to him at pi^fent. He has i, fon by \ 

* me : I pretend that he ought to acknowledge him ; 
' and I am well affured he will, for he loves me as well as 

* Madamoifelle. This creature gets the upper-hand, 

* and difcountenances and embarrafles the ducHefs ex- 

* treamly (/).' — What a figure muft fuch a prince make (0 Le"« 
in every difcerning eye ! Sir William Throe kmortoriy in a 

letter to Coleman^ fpeaks of ' the debauchery of the 

* kings houfe, which,' adds he, * has made it fo odioi^s 

* to all the nation and the world (^).' - — He was not, (k) Cole- 
however, to be reclaimed. In his lafl fickncfs, * the [^^'^ ^l); 

* Duchefs oi Port/mouth fat in bed, taking care of him 

* as a Wife of a hufband; and, with his dying words, 

* recom- 
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for which he has been often celebrate* 
he 



■ recom me tided her otw and over again to his brother. 

* He faid, he had always loved her, and he loved her 

* now to the laft ; and befought the duke, in as melt- 

* ing words as he could fetch out, to be very kind to 

* her and to her Ton. He recommended his other chil- 

* dren to him : and concluded, Let not poor Ifeify 
(/) Bot^ * flarve. This was Mrs. Gwtn {/) ' [the adlrefs above- 

Ti^%. mentioned]. 

Befides thefe, Charles had other miftrefles. -—Jlfa- 
chiavtt obferves, * that nothing makes a prince more 

* ddious, than ufurping the properties, and debauching 
rut) Prince, * the wives of his fubje£ls (m].' On this his antagonifl . 

««■ remarks, • that a felfilh, unjuA, violent, and cruel 

* prince, cannot fail to be hated by his fubje6ts ; but it 

* is not fo with refpe^t to gallantry> yuUus Cafar^ 
continues the illullrious writer, * whom they ftyled at 

* Rami the bufband of all their wives, and the wife of 

* all their hufbands : Lroiu XIV. who was a great lover 
' of women : the late Augufius, King of Pelandy who 

* enjoyed them in common with his fubjefls : none of 

* thefe princes were hated on account of their amours. 

* And if Citfar was aflaffinated ; if Rome^ for its liberty, 
( plunged fo many daggers in his bieaftj it was becaufe 

* Cafar was an ufurper, not becaufe he was a man of 

* gallantry. It may be obje<9ed, perhaps, in /avour of 

* our author, that the Kings of Rome were expeli'd for 

* the attempt upon the raodefty of Lucretia, I anfwer^ 

* it was not the love which young Tarquln made to Ltt- 

* cretia, but the violent manner.in which he made it, that 
■ raifed the infurredion at Rome : and as this outrage re- 

* vivcd 
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he could not poflibly have been guilty 
of(DDD)> ' ■ I (hall only add» that, 

with 

* vived in the memory of the people the other violences 

* committed by the Tarqnins^ they took that opportunity 

* of avenging themfelves, and vindicating their liberty^ 

^ After all, the adventure of Lucretia is, perhaps, a ' 

* meer romance. I am far from feying this by way of 

* excufe for the gallantry of princes, which may be 

* morally bad : I only touch upon it, to fliew that gal- 
^ lantry does not make a prince odious. The amoura 

^ of a good king are always deemed a pardonable weak- ^\^ 

* nefs, if they are not attended with injuftice and vio- 

* lence. Make love like Lewis XIV. or Charles II. 
*' K\ngoi England 'y ox Juguftus^ King of Poland -^ and 

- * you will be refpeSed and careffed : but beware of imi- 

* tating the amours of a Nero or a David («).' ■ ■ .■■ [„) Aatl* 
Whether the fentiments of MachiaveL or his refuter, ^*^^'*^**» 
on this fubjedt, are moil agreeable to morality or policy ; 

the reader will determine. I (hall only obferve, that 
adultery is always attended with injuftice. 

(ddd) Had he been pojfejfed of good nature ^ he eould 
not have been guilty of] Charles \s fpoken of, in general, 

* as familiar, eafy, and good-natured [o) ; ' ^s ' plea- («,) shef* 

* fant and eafy in company; where he bore his part, fi^^*** v^'^* "• 
' and was acceptable even to thofe who had no other 

* defign than to be merry with him (^).* This is his Ap) Haii* 
'Common character. But the late Lord Orrery has ob- **' ^' ^** 

ferved, * that our hiftorians have reprefen ted him as a good* 

* natured man; ignorantly, or rather wilfully, miftakin^ , 

* good humour and affability for tendernefs and good- 

* nature : neither of which laft,' adds he, * are to be 

^ reckoned 
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with refpcdl to religion, though on all 

occafions 

(y) Preface i rcckoncd amongft this monarch's virtues f^ ).*— Good- 

to Orrery's *=*, , ^^' 

State Papcrt, humouf and affability are, undoubtedly, very difFe;rent 
^ • '74»- f^^^ tendernefs and good-nature* The former arc Cul- 
tivated by thofe who are fond of riot ; though they wil^ 
not riik a moment's trouble to ferve, or fave^ their moft 
favourite companions : the latter, by fuch who retain the 
feelings of humanity ; and are awake to the calls of honor 

virtue, and friendfhip. — Abroad, men appear difguifed, 
for feififli purpofes : in private and domeftic life, nature 
exerts herfelf, and the real charaders are difplayed. If 
men, in their cool moments, can deliberately do very 
hard and cruel things ; good-nature cannot poffibly be 
aferibed to them. — — Whether Charles was capable of 
this, let the reader judge from the following narratives. 
— ' The revenue belonging to the order of the Gar* 

* ter was ufually received,' fays Dr. Pope, * by the chan- 

* cellor; and he paid the Officers, and the Poor Knights 

* of PVindfoT'y the furplus the king ha'd formerly granted 

* to Sir Henry de Vic ; and it was quietly poffefled by 

* him till he died ; out of which he was to defray the 

* charges and fees of admiffion of foreign princes, and 

* noblemen, who were ele£l:ed into that order. For this 

* alfo the Bifliop of Salijhury [Ward"] had the kings 
•hand; which grant had been firm, and irrevocable, 

* had the bifhop feal,ed it with the feal of the order, 

/ * which he kept in his poffeflion ; or caufcd it to pafs , 

* the ufual offices; which had been eafy for him to have 

* done then, being in much favour at court. But he 

* made ufe of neither of thefe corroborations, and after- 

* wards 
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occafions he profefTed himfelf a proteilant 

of 



* wards fmarted for it fuffidcntly. In the laft year of 

* the reign of Charles II. and the firft of the precipitate 

* decay of the Biihop of Salt/iury*s intelle£i;ua]s, feme 

* fagacious courtier found out a flaw in this grant ; 

* whereupon the bifliop was fent for up to London^ anJ 
^ obliged to refund the utmoft penny, which) in fo many 

* years, amounted to a confiderable fum ; all which his 

* majefty took, without any fcruple or remorfe (r).* — (r) Life of 
We have, in the laft note, feen how intent his majefty ^^^^^H* 
was on making Lady Cafllemain of the queen's bed- ^^'»^- '^97» 
chamber ! we have obferved that the queen, with fpirir, 
rejefted the propofal : it remains now to (hew how his 
majefty treated her, for a refufal which every good m^n 

muft neceflarily commend. Lord Clarendon (hall be the 
relator ; as he cannot be fuppofed to be prejudiced 
againft his mafter. — — < The king,' fays his lordfcip, 

* came feldom into the queen's company : and when he' 

* did, he fpake not to her ; but fpent his time in other 

* divertifements, and in the company of thofe who made 
*' it their buiinefs to laugh at all the world, and who were 

* as bold with God Almighty as with any of his creatures. 

* Heperfevered in all his refolutions without any remorfe : 

* direfted a day for all the Portuguefes to be embarked, 

* without afligiiing any confiderable thing of bounty to 

* any of them, or vouchfafing to write any letter to the 

* King or Queen of Portugal of the caufe of the dif- 

* miilion of them. And this rigour prev'ailed upon th^ 

* great heart of the queen, who had not received any 
< money to enable her to be liberal to any of thofe who 

Vol.il E 'had 
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^ of the Church of England, as by Uw 

eftabliihed ^ 

^ had attended her out their owA country^ and promifed 
^ themfelves places of great advantage in her family^. 

* And ihe earneftly defired the king, that Ihe might re- 
^ tain feme of thofe who were known to her^ and of 

* moil ufe, that (be might not he wholly lefc in the 

^ hands of ftrangers $ and employed others to make the 

* fame fuit to the king on her behalf. Whereupon the 

* Countefs of Penalva^ who had been bred with her 
^ from a child, and who, by the infirmity of her tyes^ 
^ and other indlfpofition of health, fcarce flirred out of 

* her chamber, was permitted to remain In the court ^ 
*• and feme few inferior fervants in the kitchen and low-^ 

* ejft offices, befides thofe who were neceffary to her de* 

* votions, were left behind. All the *reft were tranf- 

* ported to PorlugaL The officers of the revenue were 

* required to ufe all ftridlnefs in the receipt of that part 

* of the portion that was brought over with the fleet ; 

* and not to allow any of thofe demands which were 

* made upon the computation of the value of mo- 

* ney, and other allowances upon the account : and 

* Diego de Silva^ who was defigned in Portugal^ without 

* any good reafon, to be the qujeen's treafurer, and, up- 

* on that expectation, had undertaken that troublefome 
^ province to fee the money paid in London by what was 

* affigned to that purpofe, was committed to prifon for 
* • hot making hafte enough in the payment, and in 

^ finiihing the account : and his commitment went 
^ very near the queen, as an affront done to herfelf. 
' The Portugal ambaflador, who was a very honeft man, 

* and fo defirous to f^rve the king that he bad upon the 

♦ matter 
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feftabliflied j yct^ it ii highly ptobBbk, 

he 



matter l6ft the queert^ was heart-broken J ahd after i 
long ficknefs/ which all men believed Would have 
killed him^ as foon as he was able to eildure the air, 

left Hampioh Court, arid retired to his own houfe in 
the city. In all this time the king purfued his point ; 
the lady came to the court, was lodged there^ was 
every day in the queen's prefence, and the king in con- 
tinual conference with her * ; whilft the queen fat un- 
taken notice of : and if her majefty rofe at the indig- 
riity, and retired into her chamber, it may be one or 
two attended her ; but all the company -remained in 
the room (he left, and too often faid thofe things aloud 
which nobody ought to have whifpered. The king 
(who had^ in the beginning of this confli^Sl, 'appeared 
ftill with a countenance of trouble and fadnefs, which 
had been manifeft to every body, and no doubt was 
really affli^led, and ibmetimes wifhed that he had not 
proceeded To far, until he was again new chafed with 
the reproach of being governed, which he received 
with the moft fenfible indignation^ and was commonly 
provoked with it mofl: by thofe who intended mod 
to govern him) had now vanquiflied, or fuppreffed. 



* How expenfive the lady was to his majefty, we may learn from'i».4 
Manrel. . < They have iigotd and fealed,* fays he, * ten thoufahd 

' pounds a year more to the Duchefs of Cleveland ^ who has likcwife near 

* ten thoufand pounds a year out o^ the new farm of the country excife of 
< beer and ale ; five thoufand pounds a year oat^f (he poU-offite ; and, they 

* fzy, the reverfion of all the kii^t leafes, the reverfion of all places in the 
'.cuftom-houfe^ the green-wax, and, indeed^ whatnot? All promotionsi 
' ipiritualand temporal, pafs under iier cognizance (r)/ 'y .. ^^^> 

■^ • E 2 « all "" " " 
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he lived for a great humber of years^ 



^ all thofe tendernefles and reludances, and appeared 

* every day more gay and pleafant, without any clouds 

* in his face, and full of good-humour ; faving* that 

* the clofe obfcrvcrs thought it more feigned and affefked, 
« than of a natural growth. However^ to the queen it 
< appeared very real;' and made her the more feniible^ 

* that flie, alone, was left out of all jollities, and not 

* (ufFered to have any part of thofe pleafant applications 
^ and carefles, which (he faw made to almoft every bodjr 

* elfc i an univcrfal mirth in all company but in hers, 
^ and In all places but in her chamber ; her own fer- 

* vants jQiewing more refped and more diligence to the 
^ peribn of the lady, than towards their own miftrefs^ 

* who they found could do them lefs good. The night- 

* ly meeting continued with the fame or more licenfe ; 

* and the difcour fes which pafled there, of what argu* 

* ment foever, were the difcourfe of the whole court 

* and of the town the day following : whilft the queen 

* had the king's company thofe few hours which re* 

* mained of the preceding night, and which were too 
■* little for fleep. All thefe mortifications were too 

* heavy to be borne I (o that, at laft, when it was Icaft 

* expected or fufpe£ted, the queen, on a fudden, let her- 
^felf fall fir ft to converfation and then to familiarity, 

* and, even in the fame inftant, to a confidence with 

* the lady : was merry with her in publick, talked kindly 

* of her, and in private nobody ufed more friendly. 

* This excefs of condefcenfion, without any provoca- 
,* tion or invitation, except by multiplication of inju- 

*rics 
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^ r!cs ^nd negleA, and after all friend(bips were renew- 

* ed, apd indulgence yielded to new liberty, did the 
^ c[ueen lefs good than her former refolutenefs bad done. 

* Very many looked upon her with much compaffion ; 

* comnjendisd ^he greatnefs of*her fpirit, dctefted the 
^ barbarity of the affronts fhe underwent, and cenfured 

* them as loudly as they durft ; not without afTuming 

* the libefrty, fometimes, of infinuating to the king him- 
** fclf, how much his own honour fuffered in the negleft 

* and difrefpedl: of her own fervants, who ought, at lead 

* in pubiicky to manifeft fotne duty and reverence to- 

* wards her majefty j and how much he loft in the ge- 
^ neral affedions of his fubjefts : and that, befides the 

* difpleafureof, God Almighty, he could not reafonably 

* hope for children by the queen, which was the grejtt 
' if not the only bleffing of whieh he flood in need, 
•* whilft her heart was fo full of grief, and whilft (he was 

* continually cxercifed with fuch infupportable afflidli- 

* ons. And many, who were not wholly unconveriant 

* with the king, nor ftrangers to hi$ temper and confti- 
' ftution, did believe that he grew weary of the ftruggle, 
' and even ready to avoid the fcandal that was fo noto* 

* rious, by the lady's withdrawing from the verge of the 

* court, and being no longer feen there, how firmly fo- 
^ ever the frieruUhip might be eflabliflied. But this fud* 
< den doNvnfall, and total abandoning her own great- 
^ nefs ; this low demeanour, and even application to- "^ 

* perfon Ihe had juftly abhorred and worthily contemn- 
*• ^d, made all men conclude, that it was a bard matter 

* to know her, and, confequently, to ferve her. And 
' the king himfelf was fo far from being reconciled by 
« it, that the efteem, which he could not hitherto but 

* retain in his heart for her, grew now much lefs. He 

E 3 • ♦ concluded. 



54 THE LIFE Op 

* concluded, that all her former averfion, cxpreffcd ic^ 

* tfiofe lively paffions, which feemed not capable of diC- 

* fimulation, was all fifiion, and purely afted to the life^ 
^ by a nature crafty, perverfe, and Ihconftant. He con- 

* gratulated his own ill-patured pcrfeverance ; by whicl^ 

* he had difcovered how he was to behave himfelf here- 
' after, and what remedies he was to apply to all fu- 
' ture indifpofitions : nor had he, ever after, the faaic 

* value of her wit, judgment, and undcrftanding, which 

* he had formerly j and was well enough pleafed to ob- 

* fcrve, that the reverence others had for all three was 
(s) Conti- « fomewbat diminiflied {s)J -^ No remarks need bq 

ii, p. 335 -I made on thjs narrative. Every humane man muft feel 
^^^' an indignation arife in his bread againft the adlor of 

fuch barbarities* What — were the feeding of ducks> 
the humming of a fong at a public entertainment, or 
• mixing in the humours of the company, to counter- 
balance fuch vile behaviour ? — -— We may, thereforcji 
very eafily believe Burnety when he tells us, that the 
king, pn his death-bed, * faid nothing of the queen ; 
(/) Vol. i. * nor any one word of his people, or of his fervants (t),^ 
^' °^' His mind was incapable of fentiment^ of humanity. A 
felfift he was ; whofe thoughts terminated in himfclf^ 
and who regarded none who were not fubfervient to his 
pleafures. Such characters are not uncommon in lifej 

ir Jthe higher parts of it as, in conformity to cuf- 

torn, they muft be called : but they arecharafters 

which will be defpifed, and execrated, as long as there 
is ftnfe, or virtue;^ remaining in the world. 
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as h^ certainly died, a papiil (eee). This, 



as 



(£££) He probably tivedy as it is cirtain he £ed, a 
papift.'] There had been fufpicions of the king's being , 
a papift, e\ren before his reftoration : and tbefe had been 
jncreafed by the favour (hewn to many of the catholic 
perfwafion, after his return. Bat his majefty always 
profeffed himfelf a zealous proteftant, and a foe to the 
Komifh church. In his letter to the Convention parli- 
ament, from Breda^ he talks much of his zeal and con- 
cern for the proteftant faith. ' ' If you defire/ 
fays he, * the advancement and propagation of the pro- 
'* teftant religion j we have, by our conftant profeflion, 
^ and praftice of it, given fufficient teftimony to the 
^ world, that neither the unkindnefs of thofe of the 

* fame faith towards us, nor the civilities and obligati- 

* ons from thofe of a contrary profefEoft (of both which 
^ we have had abundant evidence), could in the leaft 
^ degree ftartlc us, or make us fwerve from it ; and no- 

* thing can be propofed to manifeft our zeal and afFec- 

* tion forxit, to which we will not readily confent^: and 

* we hope, in due time, ourfelf to propofe fomewhat to 

* you for the propagation of it, that will fatisfy the 
f world, that we have always made it both our care, 
' and our ftudy, and have enough obferved what is 

* moft like to bring difadvantage to it.* Thus alfo, in 
g meflage, fent by him to thehoufe of lords, to be im- 
parted to the houfe of commons, Jp, 2, 1663, his 
majefty < declares, and aftures both his houfes of par- 
^ liament, and all his loving fubjeSs <rf all his d'omini- 
f ons, that as bis afte£iion and zeal for the proteftant 
^ religion hath not been concealed or ^ntaken notice of 

E4 Mn 
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as it was a matter of great triumph 



Commons. 



* in the world ; fo he is not, nor will ever be, fo fol— 

* licitous for the fettling his own revenue, or providing^ 

* any other expedients for the peace and tranquillity of 

* the kingdom, a3 for the advancement and improve- 

' • ment of the religion cBabliflied, and for the ufing and 

^ applying all proper and efFe(3ual reinedies to hinder 

(«) Jour- c jj^g growth of popery (u).' '■ — And in his fpeech 

Hoi.fe of to the parliament, A4arch 6, 1678, O. S. he fays, * I 

* will with my life defend both the proteftant religion 

* and the laws of this kingdom.' » But notwith- 

withilanding thefc public profeffions, it is probable, he 
was a papift in his heart. For Burnet a£Brms, * that 

* before King Charles left Paris^ he changed his reli- 

* gion ; but by whofe perfwafion is not yet known : on- 
« ly Cardinal de Retz was on the fecret, and Lord ^«* 
< tigfiy had a great hand in it. It was kept a great fe- 

* cret. Chancellor Hycie had feme fufpicionsof it, but 

* would never fufter himfelf to believe it quite, Saon 

* after the Reftoration, that cardinal came over in dif- 

* guife, and had an audience of the king : what paiTed 

* is not known. The iirft ground I had to believe it 

* was this : the Marquis de Roucy^ who was thentanof 

* the grcateft family in France that continued proteftant 

* to the laft, was much prefled by that cardinal to change 
^ his religion. He was his kinfman, and his particular 

* friend. Among other reafons, one that he urged was, 

* that the proteftant religion muft certainly ht ruined ; . 

* and that they could. expeA no protedion from Eng- 

* land ; for, to his certain knowledge^ both the princes 

• were 



P.73« 



CHARLES THE SECOND. ^7 

to the roman-catholics, fo was it a great 

blow 



were already changed. Roucy told this in great con- 
fidence to his minifter ; who, after his death, fent an 
advertifement of it to myfelf, Sir Jllen Br$dertck^ a 
great confident of the chancellor's, who, from being, 
very atheiftical, became in the laft years of his life aa 
eminent penitent, as he was a man of great parts, with 
whom I had lived long in great confidence, on his 
death-bed fent me likewife an account of this matter, 
which he believed was done at Fontainebleau^ before 
King Charles was fent to Cokn (at)/ Lord Halifax (*)Vc4.l. 
fays, ^ Some pretend to be very precife in the time of 
his reconciling ; the Cardinal di Retz^ &c. I wilf 
not enter into it minutely ; but whenever it was, it ia 
obfervable, that the government of France did not think 
it advifeable to difcover it openly : upon which fuch 
obvious reflexions may be made, that I will not men- 
tion them. Such a fecret can never be. put into 4 
place, which is fo clofely ftopt that there fhall be no 
chinks. Whifper went about, particular men had in- 
formations. Cromwell had his advertifements in other 

I 

things ; and this was as well worth his paying for. There 
was enough faid of it to ftartle a great many, though 
not univcrfally difFufe'd : fo much, that if the govern- 
ment here had not crumbled of itfelf, his right alone, 
with that and other clogs upon it, would hardly have 
thrown it down. I conclude, that when he came in«» 
to England he was as certainly a roman catholick, as 
that he was a man of pleafure ; both very confident by 
vifible experience* ■>■ The roman catholtcks com- 

* plained 
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blow %Q thpfe^ wbo bad had the iniv 

pud 



f plained of bis breach of promlfe to them very early, 

• There were broad peepings out ; glimpfes fo often re-r 
^ peated, that to difcerning eyes it was glaring. In tbe 

• very firft year there were fuch fufpicions as producec^ 

• melancholy (bakings of the head, which were very fig- 

• nificant. His unwillingnefs to marry a proteftant^ 

* though >both the Catholick. and the Chriftian crowi> 

* would have adopted her. Very early in his youtfa^ 
*- when any German princefs was propofed, he put off'tho 

• difcourfc with rallery. A thoufand little circum(lance3 

* were a kind of accumulative evidence, which in thefc 
^ cafes may be admitted. Men that were earned pro^ 
^ teftants, were under the (harpnefs of his difpleafure^ 

♦ expreflcd by rallery, as well as by other ways. Men 

* near him have made difcovcries from fuddeji breakings 
^ out in dlfcourfe, ^c. which (hewed th«re waa root, 

• It was not the leaft fkilful part of bis concealing hina- 

^ felf, to make the world think be leaned towards an in- 
^ difference in religion. He had fi^kneiies before his , 
^ death ; in which he did not trouble any proteftant dU 

* vines. I'hofe who faw him upoa his dcath*bed, ikw 
jy) Cha- ( ^ great deal (y)^* The Duke of Buckingbam^ howe* 

6— II. ver, feems not willing to allow him to have been ft 
roman catholic \ at lead not till the \2& fcene of bis kfe. 
His account cannot, cohfiftently with the impartiality 
of hiftory, be omitted.-— Here, therefore^ afe his words* 
^ I dare, confidently, affirm his religion to be only that 
' which is vulgarly (tho* unjuftly) counted none at all; 

^ I mean, deifm. And tliis uiicoqimon opinignh^ow-^ 

*cd 
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pvi4cnpe» p^ all 0cca0on§^ to ^iTert hii; 

regar4 

< cd more to the ]ivelinef$ of his parts, and careleflhefi 

* of his tempcfj, than either to reading or much confi-» 

* deration : for his quicknefs of apprehenfion, at firft 

* view, could difcern thro* the fevcral cheats of pious 

* pretences ; and his natural l^zinef? confirmed him iii 

* an equal miftruft of them ail, for fear he fhould be 
f troubled with examining which religion was bcft. If 

* in his early travels, and late adminiftration, he feem"J a 
^ little biaffed to one fort of religion ; the firft is only 

* to be imputed to a certain eafinefs of temper, and a 
^ complaifance for that company he was then forced tq 
f keep ; and the laft was no more than his being tired 
f (which he foon was in any difficulty) with thofe hold 
^oppofitions in parliament; whiph made him almoil 
^ throw himfelf into the arms of a roman catholick par^ 

* ty, fo remarkable in England for their loyalty, whq 
^ embraced him gladly, and lulled him afleep with thofe 
f enchanting fongs of abfolute fovereignty,. which the 
f beft and wifeft of princes are often unable to refift, 

< And tbo' he engaged himfelf on that fide more fully 

* at a time when it is in vain and too late to difTemble ; 
f we ought Idfs to wonder at it, than to confider that 

^ our very judgments are apt to grow in time as partial 

< as our affections : and thus by accident only, hq be- 

< came of their opinion, in his weaknefs, who had fo 

* much endeavoured, always, to contribute to hi$ 

^ power (z).' J. ■ ■ ■ A tnan difpofed to criticife, has here (») Workf, 

an ample field for it. The caufes and uncommonnefs 1°}* "* ^* 
'^ 55* 

pf deifm ^ the loyalty of EngUJh roman catholics i and 
4 'the 
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regard to the national religion : a blow 

yet 

the accidental embracing an opinion difFerent from what 
we have been wont to entertain in religion^ in the ajride 
of death ; are fo glaringly abfurd, that nothing but hi» 
grace'^ character, as a poet, can excufe them, I have 
not leifuret however, more particularly to examine 
them s and therefore fliall content mjfelf with, ebferv- 
ing, that, though this writer begins with affirming that 
Charles was a deift, he.owns htm biafied to popery- liv-« 
ing» and profeffing it in the moft important moment z 
which is pretty near the thing which he fcts himfelf to 

oppofe. Such are the privileges of noble authors ! 9 

But there are not wanting other authorities, to render 

, the charge of popery probable againft Charles. As; 

early as in September 2, 1650, Mr, PFhitbek telU us of 

• letters that propofitions and motives were prefented to 

• the pope, on the behalf of King Charles the Second ^ 

• fhewing his good inclinations to the cathoTicks, by 

• what he had done in Ireland for them, and in other in- 

• ftances ; and defiring from his holinefs confiderable 

• fums of money out of his treafury, and that he would 

• fend to all princes and ftates of the catholick religion 

• in Europe^ to contribute to the afliftance of King 

• Charles-^ withfeveral other the like propofals, and a copy 
(tf}P.469. « of them inclofed in the letters [a).* Mr. Thurloe^ m 

a letter to Mountague^ afterwards Lord Sandwichy dztedj 
Tf'hitehally Ap. 28, 1 656, fays, * the pretended king — 

• puts himfelf and his caufe into the hands of the Kin^ 

• of Spain, to be managed by hfm ; and hath declare^ 
{h) Or- * himfelf in private to them to be a roman catholick, as 

■Bciiie's % ^hey call it {^)/ Thurloe^ we know, had the heft in* 
5, ^ loz, * .telligence. 
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ft 

yet the more fevere, as there were^ foon 

after 



tcUigence. ' Two or three paragraphs from Mr. 

Cartels Hiftory of the Duke of Ormonde^ will, in the 
opiiiion of a few, add feme farther force to the foregoing 
proofs. ' " ■ * The duke,* he tells us, had fome fuf- 

* picions of the kings change of religion, from the time 

* that they removed from Cohgne into Flanders ; though 
^ he was not fully convinced^ till about the time the 

* treaty of the Pyrenees was going to be opened. The 

* duke,' continues this writer, * was always a very early 
V* rifer ; and being then at Brujfelsy ufed to amufe him- 

* felf, at times others were in bed, in walking about the . 

* town, and feeing the churches. Going one morning 

* very early by a church, where a great number of peo- 
^ pie were at their devotions, he ftepped in ; and, ad- 
« vancing near the altar, he faw the Ijing on his kneea 
^ at mafs. He readily imagined his majefty would not 

* be pleafed that he (hould fee him there ; and therefore 

< retired as cautiouily as he Qould, went to a different 

* part of .the church near another altar where nobody 

* was, kneeled down, and faid his own prayers till the 
^ king was gone. Some days afterward^, Sir Henry 
^ Bennet came to him, and toW his grace, that the kings 

obftinacy, in not declaring himfelf a roman catholick, 
put them to great difficulties ; that the kings of France 

* and Spain prefled him mightily to do it, and their am- 
' baflfadors follicited it daily, with afTurances, that if he 

< would ^make that public declaration, they would both 
' affift him, jointly, with all their powers, to put him on 

< the throne of England like a king ; that he and others 
' had urged this, and endeavoured to perfuade him to 

' declare 



\ 
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after his deaths copies of two letters id 

defence 



< declare hinifelf, biit all in vain ; that it Would ruin his 
^ affairs if he did not do it ; and begged of the Duke of 

* Ormonde to join in perfwading him to declare himielf« 
*' The duke Taid, be could never attempt to perfwade his 
^ majefty to a£l the hypocrite, and declare hiinfelf to be 

* what he was not in reality; Sir Henry thereupon ^c* 
^ plied, That the king had certainly profefTed himfeilf m 
^ roman catholick, and was a real convert; only he 

* ftuck at the declaring himfelf To openly. The Duke 

* of Ormonde anfwered, He was very forry for it ^ bat he 
^ could not meddle in the matter : for the king having 

* never made a confidence of it to him, Would not b^ 

* pleafed with his knowledge of the change he had made.^ 

* and for his own part, he was refolved never to take any 

* notice of it to his majefty,tlll he himfelf firft made him 

* the difcovery. Sometitnc afterwards, George^ Earl of 

* Brijiolj came to the duke, cofnplairtihg of the folly and 

* madnefs of Bennetj and others about the king, who 

* were labouring to perfwade him to what would abfo- 

* lutely ruin his affairs. The duke afking what it was ; 

* the other replied, that it was to get the king to declare 

* himfelf a roman catholick; which if he once did, they 

* fliould be all undone : and therefore defired his grace*s 

* affiftance to prevent fo fatal a ftep. . The Duke of Or- 

* monde faid, It was very ftrange, that any body ihoufd 

* have the aflarance to offer, to perfwade his majcfty to 

* declare himfelf what he was not; efpecially in a point 

* of fo great confequegce. 5rj/?<?/ anfwered. That was 

* not the cafe, for the king v^as really a roman catho- 

* lick ; but the declaring himfelf fo, would ruin his af- 

* fairs 



CUARLES THfe SEddNDi ij 

defence of the authority of the Church 

of 



* fairs in England. AncI as for the mighty promifes of 

* affiftance from France and Spain, you, my lord, and I^ 

* know very well, that there is no dependence or ftrefs 

* to be laid on them, and that they would give more to 

* get one frontier garrifon into their hands, than to get' 

* the catholick religion eftabliflied, not only in England^ 

* but all over Europe : and then defired his grace to join 
■ in diverting the king from any thoughts of declaring^ 

* himfelf in a point which would Certainly deftroy his in- 

* tereft in England for ever^ and yet not do him the leaft 

* fervice abroad. The duke allowed, that the Earl of 

* Brifiol judged very rightly in the cafe ; but cxcufed 

* himfelf frorh medling in the matter, becaufe the king 

* had kept his converiion as a fecret from him, and it wa^ 
^ by no means proper for him to (hew that he had made 
« the difcovery (c).* After the Reftoration, the king, as (0 Vol.iii 
we have fe^n, profefled himfelf a proteft^nt : but at the 
time of his death he took ofF the mafk, and openly ap<* 
peared to be what he really was* In the paper, entitled, 

* A brief account of particulars occurring at the happy 

* death of our late Sovereign Lord, King Charles II. in 

* regard to religion ; faithfully related by his then affift- 

* ant, Mr. Jo. Huddlejlon ; ' printed in the fecond vo- 
lume of the S^atc TraSs of this reign ; we read. That 

* he \HuddUJlo7i\ being called into the kings bed-cham^' 

* ber» the king declared, that he defired to die in the 
4 faith and communion pf the holy roman catholic church % 
' that he was moil heartily forry for all the fms of his 
'^ paft life ; and, particularly, for that he had deferred 

* his reconciliation fo long : that through the merits of 

« Chrift's 
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of Rome^ publifhed by the command of 

his 



Chrift's pai&on, he hoped for falvation : that he was ia 
charity with all the world : that with all his heart he 
pardoned his enemies ; and defired pardon of all thofe 
whom he had any wife offended : and that if it pleafed 
God to fpare him longer life, he would amend it ; de* 
tefting all fin. t then advertizM his majefty,' fays the 
writer, * of the benefit and neceflity of the Sacrament 
of Penance; which advertisement the kingmofl will«* 
ingly embracing, made an exa£t confeflion of his whole 
life, with exceeding compun£lion and tendernefs of 
heart : which ended, I defired him, in farther fign of 
repentance and true forrow for his fins, to fay, with 
me, a little fliort aft of contrition. This he pro- 
nounced with a clear and audible voice : which done^ 
and his facramental penance admitted, I gave him ab- 
folution. After fome time thus fpent, I alked his ma<- 

jefly, if he did not alfb defire to have the other faci^a- 
ments of the holy church adminiftered unto him ? He 
reply'd. By all means : I defire to be a partaker of all 
the helps and fuccours neceffary and expedient for a 
catholic chriftian in my condition* I added. And doth 
not your majeftyalfo defire to receive the pretious body 

and blood 6f our dear Saviour, Jefus Chrijij in the 
moil holy facrament of the Eucharifl ? his anfwer wa;s 
this : If I am worthy, pray fail not to let me have it. I then 
told him, it would be brought to him very fpeedily, and 
defired his majefly, that in the interim he would give me 
leave to proceed to the facrament of Extream Undion; he 
reply 'd-^ With all my heart. I then anoy led him ; which 
as foon as performed, I was called to the door, whither 
the bleiled facrament was now brought and delivered 

'to 
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has brothet and fucceiTor, and atteftetl 

I . by 

* t9, me. Then rctdrntflg to the king, I entreated his 
^ majefij^ that be would prepare and difpoie himfelf to 
^ receive. At which the king, raifing up himfelf, faid, 

* L^t me meet my heavenly Lord in a better pofture 

* than in my bed. Bat I humbly begged his majefty to 
^ repofe himfMf. Gtd Almighty, who faw his heart, 
^ wouM accept of hi», good intention. The .king then. 

* having feel ted the foj^^menttoiaed ad of contrition with 
' me^ be received the moft holy factament for his viati- 

This account is confirmed by a letter front y, ^rtce^ 
RomiAl prieft, to Mi". ff^Ham Lynwo^ in Detme^ Nor^^ 
ibamft$nfiirii dated, Fik 16, 1685.'*-^^^ < That God,' 
fays he, ^ who preferved our late king, of bkfFcd memo- 
^ ry, by {o many wofiddrfill niiiracles, all hcs life^time, 
did alfo at his death call him to his mercy, by making 
him to be reconciled to bb holy church ; which he did 
in this manner : The day he fell ill, which was th^ 
Mmderf^ he was no fooner recovered of his fit, but his 
trafty loving brothtr^ our now moft gracioas fovereign, 
fearing a relapfe, put him in mind of his foul ; which 
advice he imn^diately embraced, and deilred no time 
might be loft in the execution of it. Whereupon 
Mr. Huddkfton was coRfsnanded to attend incef* 
fantly thereabouts. But the great affairs of the natiOA 
coming perpetually before them, time could not poffi- 
bly be found till Thurfday. But the king, fiuding his 
natural ftrength decay, commanded, of his own ac* , 

cord, all to retire out of the room ; telling them, that 
he had fomething to communicate to bis brother. 
Then Mr. Huddleflon being brought in, that great 
work was done^ and with that exadnefs, that there 
Vol. IL F * was 
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by him to be found in Charles's ftrong 

box, 

< was nothing omitted either necefiary or decent : and^ 

< as Mr. Huddlefton bimfelf has told me, by a particular 

* inftance of God's grace, the king was as ready and apt 

* in making his confeffion, and all other things, as if he 
' had been brought up a cathoiick all his life-time : and 
^ from that moment till eight of the clock the next day, 

< at which time his fpeech left him, he was heard to fay 

* little but begging Almighty God's pardon for all of- 

* fenced, and the like : fo that we may joyfully fajr, 
/".'•_* God have mercy of his foul, and make him eternally 
(OSeeAp- ' participant of his kingdom of heaven (^).' — There, 

^° *'• probably, was no occafion for God's grace to make • the 
' king ready and apt in ixraking his confeffion, and 

< all other things/ Ufe and cuftom had rendered them 
habitual ; and the eafe be h^d found in them, amidft 
all his crimes, rendered him, we may well fuppofe, 
defirou3, at this time, of performing them; that, he 
might have the mighty comfort of facerdotal prayers 
and abfolution, and, thereby, a right to the king- 
dom of heaven. — O Superftition ! thou fubduer of the 
old, and young; of the ignorant, and men of under- 
ftandirig ; how great is thy power, how amazing thy 
empire, over the tninds of men ! Who Could have 
thought that a prince, fo abandoned as Charles ; fo fen- 
fible, and penetrating j fo capable of feeing the ridicule 
of nonfenfe and abfurdity, and expofing them to 
ftanders-by : who could think that this man, who had 
confented to law which incapacitated all perfons, who 
fhould affirm that he was a papift, from bearing of- 

^cL^^ii fice (/) ; and had even permitted perfons to be puniihed 
c, I. * ' very feverely, for profeffing that mode of belief: who, 

' . •• - 1%, 
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box, and in his clofetr and written in 
his own hand (fff). . ' " Thefe, as 

, . they 

I iay, c6u]d think that this very man (hould be under its 
influence ; and imagine, the wife and good God would 
be moved by tricks and fooleries, to forgive fuch as ne- 
ver ftrived to refemble him I But he loved npt truth, 
or virtuci By vice^ his underftarldillg was darkened : 
and he had long loft the only fure guard slgainft delufion, 
bonefty and integrity. 

* (fff) Copies of two tetters^ found in the king^s Jirong . 
hox^ written in his own bandJ\ The firft paper: "* 

* The difcoupfe we had the other day, I hoped^ fatiP . 
^ fied you, in the main^ that Ghrift can have but one 

* church here upon earth \ and I believe, that it is as 

* vifible as that thefcriptiire is in print, that hone can be 

* that church, but that which is called the roman ca- 
*"^tholick church. I think you heed hot trouble your-^ 

* felf with entring into that ocean of particular Hifputes, 

* when the main, and, in truth, the only queftion is^ 

* where that chui'ch is which we profefs to believe in the 

* two creeds ? We declare there, to believe one catho-* 

* tic and apoftollcal church ; and it is not left to every 
^ phantaftical mans head to believe as he pleafes, but to 

* the church, to whom Chrift hath, left the power upon 

* earth to govern us la matters of faith, who madfe thefe 

* creeds for our diredtions. tt were a very irrational 

* thing to make laws for a country, and leave it to the 

* inhabitants to be the interpreters and judges of thofe 

* laws : for then every man will be his. own judge, and, 

* by Confequence, no fuch thirig as either right orwrong, 

* Can we therefore fu]pjiofe, that God Almighty would 

' F 2 . ' leave 



6S THELIFEOP- 

they may be a curioiity to many of my 

readers, 

* leave us at tbofe uncertainties, as to give us a rule Co 

* go by, and leave every man to be bis own judge I I 

< do a(k any ingenuous man, whether it be hot f^ 
^ thing to follow our own phancy, or to interpret 

* fcripture by it f I would have any man illiew 
^ where the powec of deciding matters of faith is given 

* to every particular man. Chrift left his power to 

* his church, even to forgive fins in heaven i and 1^ 

^ his fpirit with them, whiph they exerci&d after his re- 

* furre£lion : firft, by his apoftles, in thefe creeds $ and, 

* many years ^fter, by the council of ^/a, where that 

* creed w^s made that h caUed by that name i and bj 

< the power which they had received from Chrift, tbey 

* were the judges even of the fcripture itfelf many years 
^ after the apoftles, which books were canonical and 

* which were not. And if they had this power then, I 
' defire to know, how they came tolpfe it, and by what 

* authority men feparate themfelves from that church ? 

* The only pretence I ever heard of was, becaufe the 

* church had failed in wrefting and interpreting tb^ 
^ fcripture contrary to the true fenfe and meaning qf it, aad 
^ that they have impofed articles of faith upon us which arc 
^ not to be warranted by God*s word. I defire to know 

* who js to be judge of that ; whether the whole church, 

* the fucceffion whereof has continued to this day with- 

* out interruption ; or particular men, who have raifed 

* fchifms for their own advantage ? 

< This is a true copy of a paper I fouuil in. tht 

< late kin^ my brothers ftj:ong bo2c, writtca 
' ^ in his own hand. 

4 « Jam£s R/ 
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The Second Paper : 

\ 

* It b a fad thing to confide^ what a world of herefies 
are trept into this nation* Every man thinks himfelf 
as competent a judge of the fcriptures, as the very 
apoftles themfelves : and 'tis no wonder that it (hould 
befo J fince that part of die nation^ which looks moft 
like a church, dares not bring the true arguments 
againft the other feds, for fear they fhould be turned 
^ againft themfelves, and confuted by their own argu- 
ments. The Church of England ( as *tis call'd ) would 
fain have it thought, that they are the judges in niat- 
ters fpiritual, and yct^are not fay pofitively tha1t the^e 
is no appeal from them : for either they niuft fay that 
they are infallible (which they cannot pretend to), or 
confefs that what they decide in m^itters of confcience, 
is no further to be followed than it agrees with every^ 
nians private judgment. If Chrift did leave a church 
here upon earth, and we were all once of that church; 
how f and by what authority did we Separate from that 
church ?. If the power of interpreting of fcripture he 
it> every mans brain^ what need have we of a church 
or church-men i To what purpofe then did our Sa- 
viour, after he had given his apoftles power to bind and 
loofe in heaven and earth, add to it, diat he would be 
with them even to the end of the world f Thefe 
words were not fpoken paraboltcally^ or by way of fiw 
gure. Cbrift was then afcending into his glory, and 
left hts power with his church even to the end of the 
world. Wc have had) thefe hundred years paft^ the 

F3 *fad 
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Such was the pcrfonal charadter of this 

prince : 



fad effcfls of denying to the church that power, in 
matters fpiritual, without an appeal. What country 
can fubfift in peace or quiet, where there is not a fu-* 
pream judge from whence there can be no appeal ? 
Can there be anyjuftice done where the oiFendersare 
their own judges, and equal interpreters of the la^^ 
with thofe that are appointed to adminifter jufiice ? 
This* is our cafe here in England in matter^} fpiritual ^ 
for the proteftants are -not of the Church of England^ - 
as 'tis the true church from whence there can be no 
appeal \ but becaufe the difcipline of that church is 
conformable at, that prefent to their fancies, which, as 
foon as it (hall contradi6l or vary from, they are ready 
to embrace. or join with the next congregation of peo- 
ple whofe difcipline and worfhip agrees with their opi- 
nion at that time: io that, according to this do^Slrine, 
there is no other church, nor interpreter of fcrip-» 
ture, but that which lies in every mans giddy brain. 
I defire to know, therefore, of every ferious confiderer 
of thefe things, whether the great work, of our fafvation 
ought to depend on fuch a fandy foundation as this ? 
Did Chrfft ever fay to the civil magiftrate (much Icfs 
to the people), that he would be with them to the end 
of the world ? Or, did hp give them the power to for- 
give fins ? Si. Paul tt\h the CorinthianSy Ye are Gods 
hufbandry, ye arc Gods building ; we are labourers 
with God. This (hews who are the labourers, and 
who are the hufbandry and building: and in this 
whole chapter, and in the preceding one, S. PW takes 
f great pgins tq fct forth that they, the clergy, have.the 
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prince ; under whom, therefore, it is eaiy 



to 



^ fpirit of God, without which no man fcarch^th the deep 

* things of God. And he concludeth the chapter with 

* this verfe : ** For who hath known the mind of the 
** Lord, that he may inftruft him ? But we have 
** the mind of Chrift." ' Now if we do but confider, in 

* humane probability and reafon, the powers Chrift leaves 
^ to his church in the gofpel, and Sf, Paul explains fo 
^ diftin£kly .afterwards, we cannot think that our Saviour 

* faid all thcfe things to no purpofe : and pray confider, 
^ on the other fide, that thofe who refifl the truth, and 
^ will not fubmit to bis church, dravv their arguments 

* from implications, and far-fetched interpretations, at 

* the fame time that they deny plain and pofitive words ; 

* which is fo great a difingenuity, that 'tis not almoll to 

* be thought that they can believe themfelves. Is there 
^ any other foundation of the proteftant church,^ but 
^ that, if the civil magiftrate pleafe, he may call fuch 

^ ^ of the clergy as he thinks fit for bis turn at that time ; 
^ and turn the church either to prefbytery, indepcnden- 
^ cy, or, indeed, what he pleafes ? This was the ^ay 
' of our pretended reformation here in England ; and, by 

* the fame rule and authority, it may be altered into as 
^ many more fhapes and forms as there are fancies in 

* mens heads. ' 

* This 5s a true copy pf a paper written by 
^.the late king, my brother, jn his own hand, 
* which I found in his clofet *•* 

f Publifhed by his m2(jeAy*8 command. Lond. Printed by Henry Kills, 
printer to the king's moft excellent majefty^ % J^is l^oi)fe|iold and chapel. 
?686. 
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to believe, popery was highly favoured, 

and 



Thefe papers, as it may be fuppofed, 4i4 not long 
remain without anfwers. StilUngJket and Burrut^ abl^ 
controvcrtifts, made their remarks on them. The lat-* 
ter of whom expreflfcs himfolf about th^m in the ibl« 
lowing manner : : * I pay all the reverence tbat 

* is due to a crown'd head, even in sUbos, to viFhich I 

* will never be wanting : far lefs am \ Qfipabie of M* 

* pe£ting the royal atteftation th^t accompanies them ; 
*^of the truth of which, I take it for granted, no vaza 
^ doubts. But I muft crave leave to tell you, that, I 

* am confident, the late king only cbpied them, and 

* they are not of his compofing: for as they have no- 

* thing of that free air with which heexpreffed himlelf^ 

* fo there is a contexture in them that does not look 

* like a prince : and the beginning of the firft fliews it 

* was the effe£l: of a converfation, and was to be conMnu- 
^ nicated to another : fo that I am apt to think they 
' were compofed by another, and were fo well rc!i(hed 

* by the late king, that he thought fit to keep them, in 

* order to his examining th^m more particularly ; 9nd 
^ that he was prevailed With to copy them, kfi a paper 
^ of that nature might have been made a crime, if it 

* had been fovind about himk written by another hand : 

* and I could name one or two perfons, who as they 

* were able enough to Coippofe fuch papers, fo had 

* power enough over his fpirit to engage him to copy 

* them, and to put themfelvQS out of dangqr by reftoring 
(^) Bur. t ^jjg original (z).' He, afterwards, takes notice 

tton of Pa- of his having bad the honor tx> difcourfe qoptouily ot 

ito*' ^LoQd' ^^ matters with the late king himfelf, and of his ma- 

1689. * j^'^y'^ 
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and the profefTors of it cheri{hed and 

cncou- 

jefty's having propofed to him fome of the particular& 

he found in thofe papers. 

This is explained more fully in the * Hiftory of hii 
own Time.' — * The two papers found in his ftrorig 
box,' fays the bifliop, ^ concerning religion, and af- 
terwards publilhed by his brother, looked like ftudy , 
and reafoniog. Tenntfon told meV he faw tb^ original 
in Pi^^s hand, to whom King James truftod them fos 
fome time. They were interlined in feveral places \ 
and the interlinings feemed to be writ in a hand dif^ 
ferent fropi that in which the paper& were writ. But 
he was not fo well acquainted with the king's band^ 
as to make any judgment in the matter, whether they 
were writ by him oc not. All that knew him, when 
they read them, did) without any fort of doubting* 
condude that he never compofed them : for he nevec 
read the icriptkres^ nor laid things together, further 
than to turn them to a jeft, or for £bme lirely ex«* 
preffion* Thefe papers were probably writ either b)r 
Lord Briflol^ or by Lord Aubigny^ who knew tbe fecret 
of his religion, and gave him thofe papers as abftra£l$ 
of fome difcourfes they had with him on thofe heads^ 
to keep him fixed tQ them. And it is very probable 
that they, apprehending their danger if any fuch pa- 
pers had been found about him writ in their hand^ 
might prevail with Wm to copy them oi^t himfelf, tha* 
his lasinefs that way made it certainly no eaf^ tubing tQ 
bring bim to gi^^e himfelf fo much trouble. He had 
talked oyer a great part of them to myfelf : fo that as 
ibon as J faw them Iremembred bis expreffions, and 

* perceived 
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perceived that he had niade bimrelf mafter of the 
gument as far as thofe papers could carry him {b).*~^ 
Lord Halifax judges, * he might write thefe papers. 
Though/ adds he, * neither his temper cor education 
made him very fit to be an author ; yet, in this cafe 
(a known topick, fo often repeated}, he might ^^rite 
it all himfelf, and yet not one word of it his own* 
That church's argument doth fo agree with men un- 
willing to take pains, the temptation of putting an end 
to all the trouble of enquiring is fo great, that it muft 
be very ftrong reafon that can refift* The king had 

only his meer natural faculties, without any acquiHti- 
ons to improve them : fo that it is no wonder, if an 
argument, which gave fuch eafe and relief to his mind, 
made fueh an imprefSon, that, with thinking often 
X)n it (as men are apt to do of every thing they like), 
he might, by the efFeft chiefly of his memory, put to- 
gether a few lines with his own hand, without any help 
at the time ; in which there was nothing extraordi- 
nary, but that one fo little inclined to write at all^ 
ihould prevail with himfetf to do it with the folemnity 
of a cafuift (/).* ' Whoever was the writer, the 

papers have very little merit : nor will any one pay at-^ 
ention to the arguments contained in them, who has 
fenfe enough to perceive, that every honeft inquirer af- 
er truth is infallibly fare of being right, with rcfpedt to 
himfelf. ' * Every mans reafon,* fays Bolingbroke^ 
is every mans oracle. This oracle is beft confulted in 
the filence of retirement : and when we have fo con- 
fulted, whatever the decifion be, whether in favour of 
our prejudices or againft them, we muft reft fatisfied : 
fince nothing can be more certain than this, that he who 
follows that guide in the fearch of truth, as that was given 

• him 
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encouraged (g go) i contrary to the fenfe, 

and 

* him to lead him to it, will have a much better plea 

* to make, whenever or wherever he may be called to 

* account, than he who has refigned himfelf, either de- 

* liberately or inadvertently, to any authority upon 

* earth (i)/ WLcttew 

(ogg) ropery was feevound^ and tU profejjors cht^ and ufe of 
rijhed and encouraged.] That this is no falfe accufation, ^^^/^^^" 
will a[^ar by the moft unqueftionable authorities, *— r 9vo. Lood^ 
Father ff^alftfy in his * Preparation to his Apology '^^*' 
^ touching the Oath of Supremacy,' printed at London^ 
1684, tells us, < that, about the year 1661, one Sun-- 

* day morning, very early, being fent for by one of the 

* firft lords of the kingdom, amongft other things, this 

* great perfonage fpoke to him as followeth : Father 

* fValJh^ now is the time for you to reap the fruit of 
^ your long painful endeavours, your fidelity and pati- 

* ence, and the expedations you have had of us for 

* many j^ears. I can tell you, .that we are now going to 

* do what you have laboured fo much for : vi%^ we are 

* going to abolifh all the laws which have been made in 

* this kingdom againft catholics, and procure them the 

* public exercife of their xeligion ; admiffion into all of- 
^ iices, civil and military ; and a difpenfation for taking 

* the Oath of Supremacy. ^- We fhall manage fo, 

* that they fhall have forty in London^ where they may 

* fay mafs undifturbed for the future, -r— • We are go- 

* ing to chufe fome members of the houfe of lords to de- 
^ mand the abolition of the laws againil reman catho- 

( tholicsi, beffore the prefent parliament rifes. -• But 

y becaufe the prefbytcrian members will oppofe fuch a 

• meafure« 
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vxd repugnant to the iotcreft^ of tbe 

kingdom : 



meafure, pretending that the fafety of the ftate is ui- 
compatible with the toleration of a party that owns 
no other fuperior but the pope : — — Therdbrc, toy 
good father, you- muft without delay, in gdng from 
houfe to houfe, engage all the catholics to prontile to 
take the oath of allegtance, which will ftop the notttiis 
of the prefbyterian lords, bft. The autlior inforois 
us afterwards, of the pains which he todc Uy diTpofe 
the catliolics to take the oath of allegiance^ and of the 
misfoctnne which cauiied diat three perfosis, ntider die 
inftuence of the )efuits» procured the Eail of Brifi^ 
to be named to plead the caufe of the wb^ part^ !» 
the upper houfe of parliament. ' The earl perfoimed 
his part with a great deal of eloquence ; biit his con- 
^lufion marr'd the whole, becaufe he oiFer'd only a 
model of the oath^ curtailed and msumed with many 

reftri£yons..-— He remarketh further, that the catholic 
lords a£ted w4lh great zeal $ and particularly laid ftrefr 
on this, that none of the romifh communion had taken 
arms againft the xioyal party during the late civil war. 
But that it was replied upon them, that the catholicsr 
had rebelled in Inland^ in 1.641, ift the moft QUtragj«» 
Qtts mamier : ■ that in 1646, at the follicitatitih of 
the apoftolic nuntio^ J^hn, Baptift Rinicdm^ they 
broke the peace which they had concluded with the 
royaiifts : and that in 2650, they broke out into ano- 
ther rebellion, at the inftigation of their priefts. To 
^which it was added^ that the greater part of the cadto« 
lie divines teach, not only as a thing probable or cer- 
tain, but even as an artide <rf giith, that the pope may 

* depofe 
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kingdom : who, very juftly, looked on 

the ♦ 

* 4epofe kings id he pleafed, when they contradift the 

* .good of the churchy or are infeded with hcrefjr {/). •— W Ex- 
Xhis narrative appears to me very curious, and will b^2?«^JJ^ 
poffibly explain what follows from Lord Halifax, ^r^ veUes de 

* Amongallthefortsof men,* fays his lordfliip, * wl^oap- \\^^^ 
^ plied themfelves to theking^athisfiri^comingh6me,for tres.Moisde 

* his prote£l:ion, the papifts were not the laft,^ nor, as they J"'?^ * ^*** 

* would fain have flattered themfelves, the leaft wel- 

* come ; having^ their paft fufferings, as well as theif 

* prefent profeffions, to recommend them. And there 
^ was fomething that look'd like a particular coniiderar 

* * * 

* tion of them^ fmce it fo happened, that the indul- 
^ gence promised ta^diflenters at Bnda^ was carried oa 
^ in fuch a manner, that the papifts were to divide with 
^ them ; and though the parliament, notwithftanding its 

* relignation to the crown in all things, rejeded, with 

* fcorn and anger, a declaration fram*d for this purpofej 
^ yet the birth and fteps of it gave fuch an alarm, that 

* mens fufpicions, once raisM, were not eafily laid aflcep 

* again («)/ — Lord Clarendoriy fpeaking of this fame («) Mif- 
« affair, fays, « With this gracious difpofition [towards "fg"*,"'„S; 

* the papifts] his majefty returned into England \ and re- Lond. 1717. 
^ ceived his cathollck fubjedls with the fame grace and 

* frankn^fs that he did his other : and they took all op- 
^ portuiuties to extol their own fufferings, which they 

* would have underftood to have been for him. . And 

* fome very noble perfons there were, who had ferved 

* his father very worthily in the war, and fuffered as 

* largely afterwards for having doiie fo. But the num- 

* her of thofe w^s not great \ but much greater than o^ 

' thofe 
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the growth of that abomioably-inhumaA 

fupcr- 



thofe who (hewed zhy aflPedioii to Miti, of for bioi; 
during the time of his abfence, and the go?emment 
of the ufurper. Yet fottic few there were, even of 
tbofe who had fufFered moft for his father, who did 
fend him fupply when he was abroad, though they 
were hardly able to provide neceiTaries for themfelves* 
And in his efcape from JV^rceJler^ he received extraor- 
dinary benefit by the fidelity of many poor people of 
that religion ; which his majefty was never referved \a 
the remembrance of. And this gracious difpofition in 
him, did not then appear ingrateful to any. And then^ 
upon an addrefs made to the houfe of peers, in the 
name of the roman catholicks, iot fome relaxation of* 
thofe laws which were ftill in force againft themj the 
houfe of peers appointed that committee^ Which is 
mentioned before^ to examine and report all thofe pe« 
nal ftatutes, which reached to the taking away the 
life of any roman catholick, prieft or laynun^ for his 
religion \ there not appearing otle lord in the houfe, 
who feemed to be unwilling that thofe laws (hould be 
repealed. And after that Committeie was appointed, 
the roman catholick lords and th^ir friends for fome 
days diligently attended it, and made their obfervati- 
ons upon feveral ads 6f parliament ; in which they 
defired eafe. But) on a fudden, this committee Was 
difcontinued,, and never after revived ; the roman ca* 
tholicks never afterwards being follicitous for it. •— 
There was a committee chofen amongft them of the 
fuperiours of all orders, and of the fecular clergy, 

* that 
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fuperflition, as incoafiftent with its fafety 

and 



that fate at ArundeUhoufe^ and confulted together with 
fome of the principal lords and others of the prime qua- 
lity of that religion, what they (hould fay or do in fucb 
and fuch cafes, which probably might fall out. They 
all concluded, at leaft apprehended, that they {hould 
never be difpenf^d with in refped of the oaths, which 
were enjoyned to be taken by all men, without their 
fubpiitting to take Tome other oath, that might be an 
equal fecurity of and for their fidelity to the king, and 
the prefervation of the peace of the kingdom* And 
there had been lately fcattered abroad fome printed pa* 
pcrs, written by fome regular and fecular clergy, with 
fober propofitions to that purpofe ; and even the forint 
of an oath and fubfcription, to be taken or made by 
all catholicks ; in which there was an abfolute renun- 
ciation, or declaration, againft the temporal authority 
of the pope, which^ in all common difcourfes amongft 
the proteftants, all roman catholicks made no fcruple 
to renounce and difclaim. But it coming now to be 
the fubjciS: -matter of the debate in this committee, the 
jefuits declared, with much warmth, that they ought 
not, nor could 'they with a good confcience as catho- 
licks^ deprive the pope of bis temporal authority, 
which he hath in all kingdoms granted tohimrby God 
himfelf, with very much to that purpofe ; with which 
moft of the temporal lords, and very many of the fe.- 
culars and regulars, were fo much fcandalized, that 
the committee being broken up for that time, they 
never attended it again; the wifer and the morecon*- 
fcientious men difcerning, that there was a fpirit in 

Mbe 
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sfid happing* To colour over thi^» 



< the reft th^t was raifed and governed *by z' paffion^ 
' of which they could not comprehend the ground. And 
^ the truth is, the jefuits, and they who adhered to them» 
^ had entertained great hopes from the king's too much 

* grace to them, and from the great liberty they en- 
*• joyed ; and promifed themfelves, and their friends^ 

* another kind of indulgence than they faw was intended^ 
^ them by the houfe of peers. And this was* the reafoa 
^ that chat committee was no more looked after^ nor any 
^ publick addrefs was any further profecuted. And from 

* this time there every day appeared fo much infblence 

* and indifcretlon amongft the imprudent catholicks^ 
' that they brought fo many fcandals upon his majefty, 
'^ and kindled fo much jealoufy in the parliament, that 

(«) Conti- « there grew a general averfion towards them («)/ — 
ii. p. a'69/ Thefe tranfa£lions, in parliament, eommencM ^tfXK 
W^^,^ Xoth, and ended July i6th, 1661 {0)* — To go on. 
Regiftcr, — His msTjefty, as it is well knoWn, was married to a 
roman catholic by a roman catholic, the Lord Juhignyi 
for it was he who performed the ceremony, though, to 
blind the people, an Englijh proteftant bidiop publickly 
W M. p. pronounced theih man and wife (^). The account 
^ • given of the public marriage of the fcing with the In- 

fanta of Portugal^ by Lord Sandwich^ who brought her 
over, is curious, and will probably excite fomc re- 
flexibns in the mind of the attentive, intelligent reader, 

* Mdy ai, 1662,' fays he, * in the afternoon, the king 

* and queen ^ame info the prefence-chamber {j^tPortf- 

* mouth j upon the throne, and the contract, formerly 

* made with the Portugal ambaffador, was read in Ehg-^ 

* UJh by Sir John Nicholas^ in P$nugueje by the; P^r- 
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great zeal was fcemingly £hewn £i>t the 

Church 

* tugal Secretary de Saire ; after which, the king took 

* the iqiieen by the hartd, and (as I think) faid the 

* wotdsx)f matrimony appointed in the Common-prayer, 

* the qaeen alfo declaring heir confent. Then the bifhop 
^ of Lond$n [Sheldon] QooA forth, and made the decla- 

* ration of matrimony in the Common-prayer, and pro- 

* flounced them man and wife, in the name of the Fa- 

* ther, Son, and Holy Ghoft {q): -—^ The Duke^f J?^ ^^^^ 

Torkj brother to the king, was of the romilh communion nide. 
alfo, who converted his iirfl, and took to his fecond 

wife, a lady of the fame profeilion. Bennet^ Earl of ^r- 
UngtOHy firft fecretary of ftate, and afterwards lord 
chamberlain j Clifford^ lord high-treafurer ; and many 
others ; were preferred by this monarch to pofts of the 
greateft dignity, though they were well known to be 
averfe to the proteftant faith. This filled the people 
with difmal apprehenfions ; efpecially as many papifts, 
officers and common men, were employed in the fleet 
,and army. So that Mr. Powle^ as we find, faid openly, 
in the houfe of commons, * Their infolence is the com- 

• plaint in every ftreet. This has filled the minds of the 

• people with apprehenfions. They have abufed the 

• king's favour. There are fome good' and fome bad 

• among them. Would h^ve the nation fecured of our 

• own religion, efpecially feeing that fome of them have 

• crept into commands and employments (r)/ -^— — . (r) AnchU 
Crofts^ Bifliop of Hereford, pubHckly declared, that dL^/0 

• 'twas then [1679] a year and a half fince, in his ca- the Houfe of 

• thedral, he told his fad apprehenfions of popifli de- vol.ii.p.3'^. 

• figns to deftroy botji us and our religion. — -. For ^^^- ^^^^ 

' Vol. II.. G . « they '^^^' 
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Church of England , fts it had been fbt* 

mcrly 



(0 Legacy 
to his Dio 



they [the paplfts} were then providing horfe atid artns^ 

they pofted about day and night, they threatned mznf 

that they muft ere long turn or burn, and feme told 

their friends that if it came to cutting of throats they 

ihould be faved \ which made it evident, that not only 

they had fome bloody defign, but thought themfelves 

alfo fure to eSoSt it. ■ ■■ But now — — I hear my 

bloody enemies, thejefuitical priefts, are refoived, as 

foon as they can find opportunity, to haften my 

death [$)* The houfe of commons, moved by 

ccfe J in the the confideration of thefe things, prefented an addre& 
dcditation. ^^ j^jg majefty^ ;j^^^^ ^^ ,5^3. . j^ the preamble to 

which it is faid, * We, your majefty's moft loyal fub-* 

* je£ls, the commons in this prefent parliament aSem^ 

* bled, being very fenfible of the great dingers and miF- 

* chiefs that may arife within this your majefty's realm^ 

* by the increafc of popifti rccufants amongft us ^ and 

* confidering the great refort of priefts and jefuits into 

* this kingdom, who daily endeavour to feduce your ma- 

* jetty's fubje6ls from their religion and allegiance j and 

* how much your loyal fubje£ls are diiheartened to fee 
' fuch popiih recufants advanced into employments of 
^ great truft and proiu, and efpecially into military 

* commands over the forces now in your majefty's fer- 

* vice ;. and having a tender regard to the prefervatioi» 

* of your majefty's perfon, and the peace and tranquil- 

* lity of this kingdom : do, in all humility, defire,' Gfr. 
In another addref$, prefented by the houfe of commons^ 

4 JViv* 



^ 



CHAkL£S ttlE SECOND. 83 

hicrly by law cftabliflied ; the laws made 



m 



ii^v. 29^ 1&80, they rfrore ftrongly cxprefs themfelves. 
' ■' * It is riot urtknown to your rtiajefty,* lay they, 

* haw reftlefs the endeavours, and how bold the attempts^ 
^ of the popifh party^ for many years laft paft, have been> 

* hot only within this, but other your majefties king- 

* donm, tojfttrodace the rotnifh and utterly to extirpate 

* the true proteftailt religion* ' ■ This Moody and 
^ reftlefs party, not content with the great liberty they 

* had ^ long time enjoyed to exercife their own religion 

* privately amongft thenifelves, to partake of an equal 

* freedom of their perfons and eftateswithyqur mjyefties 
« protefttnt fubjefts, and of an advantage, above theni, 
•in being cxcufed from -chargeable offices and employ- 

* ments, hath fo far prevailed as to find countenance 

* from an open and avowed pra€lice bf their fuperftition 

* and idolatry, without controul^ in feveral parts of thi$ 

* kingdom. iQrcat fwarms of priefts and! jefuifs have 

* rcforted hither; and have here exercifed their jurJfdic- 

* dr£i:ion, and been daily tampering to pervert the coit- 

* fciences of your majefties fubjefts. Their oppofers 

* they haire found tfieans to dlfgfacd j and if they were 

* judgesy jufticesr of the peace, or other magiflrates, to 

* have them turned out of commiflion : and, in con- 

.1. 

^ tempt of the known laws of the land, they have prac- 

* tifed upon people of all ranks and qualities, and gain- 
^ ed over divers to their religion j fome openly tor pro^ 
^ fefs it, 6thers fecretly to efpoufe it, as moft conduced 
^ to the fervice thereof. After fome tinie, they became 

* able to influence matters of ftate and government \ 

■ G 2 * and. 
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^ in its disfavour, in the late times, hcing 

abolifhed ; 

* and, thereby to deftroy thofc they cannot corrupt. The 

* continuance or prorogation of parliaments has been 
< accommodated to ferve the purpofes of that party. 

Nor was this fpoken at random* ' 

Lord Staffirdj before his condemnation, at the bar of 
the houfe of lords, faid, • My Lords, Since his majcf^ 

* ties happy reftauration, I do conceive, and I think I 

* may fafely fay it (for you all know it^ he was graci.- 

* cious and good to all diiTenters, particularly to them of 

* the romi(h church) they [the catholics] had conni* 
*' vance and indulgence in their private houfes : and I 

* declare to your lordfliips, I did then fay to fome that. 

* were too open in their worlhip, that they did play foul 

* in taking more liberty upon them than was fitting for 
(0 Tryal, * them too (/)•* — — And Coleman^ fecretary to the Duke 

London ^ * ^^ ^ork^ in a letter to the pope's internuncio, dated, 
1680-X. Jug.iif 1674, tells him, * We have in agitation great 

* defigns, worthy the confideration of your friends, and 

* to be fupported with all their power, wherein we have' 
' no doubt but to fucceed ; and it may be to the utter 

* ruin of the proteftant party, if you join with us in good 
(u) Collec- * earneft, and cordially fecond our enterprizes («).' — — 

tionofLct- In a letter, dated, S^^/. 4th, following, he writes his 

foi/Lond. correfpondent, * The dukes principal deiign is, to ter- 

168 1. € niinate this difference [between France and Spain] by 

< the Interpofition of the pope ; and by that means ta 

^ eftabiifh himfelf in the poiTcflion of his eftate through 

^ their affiftance ; and to turn all their cafes (which at 

* prefent are employed to deftroy each other) for the 

* cafe of the pope's friends, and particularly for the ca-. 

* tholicks of the church, againft their great enemies. 



CHARLES THE SECOND. S^ 

aboli(hed; and epifcopacy, in all its pomp 

and 

*, If you plcafe to confider the affair as it is, you will 
^ find, that the pope never had an occafion fo favoura- 
^ ble, as at this hour, to inrich thofe of his family, and 
^ to augment the number of his friends^; and if he lees 

♦ it flip, "he will never find the like : fo that if ever they 

• propofe to make ufe of thetreafure of the church, *tis 

* now they ought to do it 3 for they can demand no- 
^ thing that the duke will not be capable to do for the 

^ pope's friends (x).* ■■ The fame gentleman, in a W M. p* 
letter to Father le Chefi^ confeflfor to Lewis XIV. de- 
<;rlafes, ' Wc have here a mighty work upon our hands, 
^ no lefs than the converfion of fhree kingdoms 5 
^ and by that, perhaps, the fubduing of a peflilent here- 

• fy, which has domineered over a great part of this 
^ Northern world a long time, Theje was never fuch 

^ hopes of fuccefs fmce the death of Queen Mary^ as • 

* now in our days (y).* — ^ Such were the bapes of the (y) id. p. 
catholics ! Such their confidence in the power of thofe '*'' 
ivho favoured and fupported them ! We are not to 
wonder, after this, if the mofl cool and fedate mea 

were alarmed and terrified with the dangers that were 
like to befal them, from a kOt whofe charatSleriftic has 
^ilways been perfecution ; pcrfecution moft bloody. — » 
By way of fupplemcnt to what is here faid, I would ob- 
serve, that it now was become fafhionable with the di- 
' yines, who chofe to be in favour at court, to fpeak well . 
of the tricka and juggles of the romifh pricfls. -*— - « I 
f fpoke feverally,* fays the Lady Anne^ wife of the ^ . 
Puke of York^ * to two of the beft bifhops we have in 
* England [Sbeldony Arcbbifhop of , Canterbury i and 

Q3 ^Blandfor4j 
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* Blandfordy bifliop of fForceJier^ ; who both told mc^ 
^ there were many things in the roman churchy vT'hicl^ 
' (it were very much tobewi{hed)wehadkepti as Con*- 

* h&on^ which was, no doubt, commanded bjr God ; 

< that praying for the dead, was one of the anticnC 
' things in Chriftianity ; that, for their parts, thejr did 
*' it daily, though they would not own it : and after* 
*• wards, preffing one of them very much upon the othct 
^ points, he told me, that if he had been bred a catho^ 

< lie, he would not change his religion ; but that, be- 

* ing of another church, wherein, be was fure, were ail 

* things neceflary to falvation, he. thought it very ill tQ 
^ give that fcandal, as tp leave that church wherein he. 
^ had received his baptifm. All thefe difcourfes did but 

* add more to the defire I had to be a catholic, and gavCL 
(at) Paper « me the moft terrible agonies in the world (2)/ * 

No doubt of it. The poifon of fuch doctrines is dead- 
ly ; and is to be cured only by the exercife of reafon and 
the pra&ice of virtue: which will fet men above the dc- 
luuons, forceries, and witchcrafts of thofe, who endea- 
vour to impofe on the underftanding, in order to cn- 
flavc the body and the foul. — ^ The fame hopeful doc- 
trine was got among feme of the ambitious under-clergy. 
One Thompfdn^ oiBriJiol^ laid, * If he were asw^ fatisfie^ 
*> of other things, as h6 wasof Ji^ftification, Auricular 

* Confeffion) Penance, E^tream Un&ion, andCrifme in 
^ Baptifm, he would not have been fo long feparated 
^ from the catholic church. And further affiuned, 
^ That the Church of Rmie was the true catholic chnrch \ 
^ and endeavoured, to prove Extreaip Undiion, and 

* Auricalar Confeffion, as well as he could, out of thei 

* Epiftles (<?).' .^ — Where things of this, and the like 
lucture, are in vogue 3 popery will find atnqft ready ad- 

miffion^ 
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gnd iplendor (hhh)» and the liturgy and ce« 

remonies 



miffion ! For popery is nothing more than a larger 
heap of thefe abfurdities \ mixed up by art, and fupport*- 
ed by fraud and cruel. 

(hhh) The Church of England was reftored — and 
pone permitted to officiate in ity who could not comply with 
every pun£lilio of the Ritual.] Charles I. had confented 
to a£ts for taking away the High CommiiSon Court} 
^nd for difenabling all perfons, in holy orders, to exercife 
any temporal jurifdidion or authority. > 

This was a gre^t blow to the priefthood ; and was a 
forerunner to dieaboli(hment of the hierarchy by the par* 
Kament. But as the clergy love power ; as for the moft 
part they are greedy, or, at leaft, fomewhat too defirous* 
of thofe riches which they teach other people to part 
with and defpife ; they, with a very ill grace, fubmitted 
to thefe laws, and plainly (bowed that they only did it be- 
^aufe they couldnot help it. The reftoration of epifcopacy 
yrasj^ however, ncyer out of the hopes of the ecclefiafti- 
cal rqyalifts ^ who were intent on keeping up the ordet 
by thofe means which prudence, and the fituation of 
public affairs^ diSated. Charles could not refufe to give 
fome encouragen^ent to men who had adhered, though 
unhappily, to the rQyal caufe : and Hyde^ who was a 
firm believer in the ap<^oUcal right of this form of church 
gQvernment, and hated heartily every other, was very much 
intient on it. Nor was much oppodtion made hereto, 
even by thofe who had been deemed its adverfa^ies, 
. The prefbyterians, as I have obferved, loved power ; 
were enemies to freedom of enquiry, and fond of eccle- 
fiaftical revenues ; though they thought a more equal 
. ' G4 . 'diftii- 
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remonies reftored with a high hand ^ 

and 

diftrlbution of them might and ought to be made, th^ut 

had been in times paft. Yea the bulk of them had no 

averfion to epifcopal power and authority, provided fuch 

^ regulations had been made in f4<Sl, as we^e propofed in 

his majefty's declaration concerning ecclefiaftical af- 

fA)Seenotc fairs (/>). And the Liturgy, though long difufcd, would, 

Klfiqulas ^^ ^he farnc terms, haye beeq fubmitted to by the far 

Baxtfrianap, gj;cater number of that perfwafioiji. r— B^t union 

278 r-283. was not what was defired; revenge was aimed at. Not- 
withftanding the merits of the party, the king's d/sclara- 
tions, and the defires of the majority of the people in the 
kino-dom ; it was determined to make thebi feel the 
weight, of power, and deprive th^ of the means of 
making further oppofition to authority. For this end, 
the power of the clergy was ajain reftored : in confe- 
quence of which, the bifliops took th?ir feats in the houfe 
of lords ; and promoted the caufe of thofe to whom they 
owedjorfrwn whom hoped, preferment. — Ecclefiaftical 
jurifdiction was revived ; the oath ex officio only excepted 
'- — and an zSt pafied for the * uniformity of public prayers, 

* and adminiftration of the facraments, and other rites 

* and ceremonies : and for eftabliftiing the form of mak- 

* ing, ordaining, and confecrating of bifliops, priefts, 
(0 Stat 13 ♦ and deacons, in the church of England [c) ^ — — By 

& 14Car.1i. ^jg j^j^ ^Q j^ jg enafted, « that the Book of Common 

* Prayer fhall be ufed by all minifters in public : that all 

* who enjoy any ecclefiaftical benefice, fliall not only 
« openly read, but publickly, before the congregation, 

* declare their unfeigned aflent and conient to all and 
< every thing contained and prefcribed in and by the Book 
^ of Comnion Prayer.* A declaration was alfo required 
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and none permitted to officiciate in pub- 
lic. 



«9 



from them, and eyen from p,ublic and private fcbooU 
maflers, that it was not kwful, upon any pretence what- 
fpever, to take arm^ agaiiifl the king : that they ab- 
horred the traiterous pofition of taking arms by his au- 
thority againft his perfon, or againft thofe that are com« 

s ■ 

IDiffioned by him : that they will conform to the Litur- 
gy, as then eftablifhed : that they do hold, there lies no 
pbKgation upon them, or any other perfon, from the 
oath, commonly called the Solemn League and Cove-^ 
liant, to endeavour any change or alteration of govern- 
ment in church or ftate ; and that the fame was in itfelf 
^n unlawful oath, andimpofed upon the fubje<5lsofthis 
realm againft the known laws and liberties of the king- 
dom. r— It was mbreover required, that all who 

held livings (bould be epifcopally ordained; and no other 
form of common prayer in public be ufed, than what 
was contained in the faid Book of Common .Prayer. —r 
All this was very ftricb. *- But the a£i was paiTed, and 
it remained now only to conform, or reflgn their em- 
ployments and maintenapce. Such as could not do the 
former, had, however, fome hopes given them, that the 
government would not rigouroufly infift on the execu- 
tion of a law fo difagreeable to the people in 'general, 
and fo prejudicial to particular perfons ; many of whom^ 
it was forefeen, would be diftinguifbed by their piety, 
virtue, and integrity. But their hopes were * ill- 
founded, The ruling clergy were determined naw9 

if poffible, to avenge themfelves on thofe from whom 
they had received, as they thought, ill ufage: and Hyde^ 
always a bigot, fell in with their views and defigns. 

On 
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lie, who would not comply^ in every 



On the %4,th, oi Augujlj i66a, fuch of the miniT- 
ters as thought it not proper to qualify themfdves ac* 
cording to the law, left thtir livings. Their number 
^as generally been computed at about two tboufand ; 
though Lord Clarendon^ with his wpnted regard to truth, 
fays, * that after fome time, the number was very 

* fmall, and of very weak and inconfiderable men, that 
f continued refra£lox;y, and received no charge ii^ 

* the church : though it may/ adds he, * without 

* breach of charity, be believed, that many, who did 
^ fubfcribe, had the fame malignity to the church, and 
^ to the government of it \ and it may be did more 

* harm, than if they had continued in their inconform- 
{£) Cbnti- « jty (rf).' What his lordfhip means, I fappofe, isj^ 

jL p. jo6» * tJ^' maixy declared their aflfent and confent to things 
theydid not wholly believe or approve i thattbey thought 
many things might be altered for the better : and that 
impofitions on mens eonfciepces were very grievous and 
abominable. And if this be the meaning, there can be dq 
doubt that it is true. An^idfl many thoufand divines,. 
if they have indeed confulered inatters, there will be a 

very great variety of opinions : and the more freely they 
think, the lefs will they like the trammels of almoft any 
eftablithment j ~^ thougl> — for fundry reafons them 
thereunto moving. — they have fubmitted, to the fame. 
— 1 — * There are many things in the church,' faid the 
late moft ingenious and learned Dr. Middletorij * which 
^ I wholly diflike ; yet while I am content to acquiefce. 
^ in the ill, I fhould be glad to tafie a little of the good, 
\ aod to have fome amends for that ugly aifent ancl coje 

<ftnt 
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piindilioj^ with ^bc dirq<5ions of the 

^ RituaU 



?^ 



^ r 



< fent which no man lEif fenfe can approve^.' -r Va-» 

rious have been the opinions that men, at diiFerent 
times, have paffed on this aft of Uniformity. * It was 
^ x^o footer publifhed,* fays the writer juft quoted^ 
^ than all the prefbyterian minifters'expreffcd their dif- 

* approbation of it with all the paffion imaginable, 

* They corfiplained that the king had violated the pro-, 
^ mife made to them in his declaration from Breda^ 

* which was urged with great difingenuity, and without 

* any fbadow of right: foi:|hismajcftyhad thereby rrferredl 
f the whole fettlemeritof all things, relating to religion^ 
^ to the wifdom of parliament \ and declared, in the meai\ 
*, time, that nobody fliould be puniihed or queftionql 

* for continuing the exarcife of his religion in the way 
^ he had, been accuftomed to in the late confufions* 

* And his majefty had continued this indulgence by his 
^ declaration after his return, and thereby fully complied 
^ with his promife from Breda -y which he (hould indeed 

* have violated, if he had now refufed to concur ia.the 

* fettlement the parliament had agreed upon ; being, ia 

* truth, no lefs obliged to concur with the parliament 

* in the fettlement that the parliament ihould propofe 

* to hiiTii than he was not to caufe any man to be pu- 
^ niflied for not obeying the former laws till a new fet- 

* tlement fliould be made (^)/ Thii is plaufible, bu^ U) I* p. 
far froih folid, — Had the king thought himfelf obliged *^^ 

[ to concur with this parliament in the fettlement 
now propofed ; why had he not thought himfelf equally - 
obliged to comply with the deflres of the former parlia- 

' ment. 
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— Thus, under pretence of 

fettling 



?fi 



ipent, who had thapkcd himforhisdeclaratioii, fbcon<r 
ducive to peace, and ordered in a bill for pa^ng. it into 
(/) M. p« 5^ 1^^ ^y J J 'Pljg court, at this time, had fo much infla- 
ence'in the houfe of commons, as is well known ^ tha( 
nothing could have paflTed there contraj-y to its defires. 
His lordfliip afterwards fays^ * There cannot be a greater 
manjfeftation of fhe diftenpiper and licence of the tinie,^ 
than the prefumption of thofe pre{byterian minifters^ 
in the oppofing and contradicting an a£l of parliament j; 
when there was fcarce a man in that number who had 
not been fo great a promoter of the rebellion, or con- 
tributed fo much to it, that they had no other title tot 
their lives but by the kings mercy : and there were 
very few amongft.theqi who had not come into the 

pofleffion of the churches they now held, by the expul- 
fion of the orthodox minifters, who were lawfully pof- 
feffed of them ; and who being, by their imprifonmentj^ 
poverty, and other kinds of opprcffion and contempt,^ 
during fo many years, departed this life, the ufurpers 
remained undifturbcd in their livings, and thought it 
now the higheft tyranny to be removed from them^ 
though for offending the law and difobcdience to the 
govei-nment. That thofe men fhould give themfelves 
an a£l of oblivion of all their tranfgreffions and wick«- 
ednefs, and take upon them again to pretend a liberty 
of confcience againft the government whjch they ha4 
once overthrown upon their pretences j was fuchan im- 
pudence as could not have faHen into the hearts even of 
thofe men, from the (lock of their own malice, without 
fame great defeat in t{\e gov^rnipent, and encourage- 
' ^ mcnt 
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fettling the peace of the nation, pro* 

moting 

< ment or countenance from the higheft powers (j-)/ — • (g) m, j^ 
Surely the lofers had a right to fpeak, — = — ^Mr. Lode *^ * 
gives it as his opinion, * that Bartholomew- day was fatal 

* to our church and religion; throwing out a very gteat 

* number of worthy, learned, pious, and orthodox di-, 

* vines, who could not come up to this [non-refiftance], 

* and other things, in that aft : and it is upon this oc- 

* cafion,' adds he, * worth your knowledge, that fo 

* great was the zeal in carrying on this church affair, 

* and fo blind was the obedience required, that, if you 

* compute the time in pafling this a£l with the time al- 

* lowed for the clergy to fubfcribe the Book of Common 

* Prayer thereby eftabliflied, you fliall plainly find, it 

* could not be printed and diftributed fo as one man in 

* forty could have feen and read the book they did fo 

* pcrfefily affent and confent to(«).* And the very (*) Letter 
worthy, excellent Dr. Clayton fays, * I find, by the T^^^Ti 

* words of the aft of parliament, which enjoins the de- *p«<i Tor- 

* claration of our affent and confent to all^ things con- luLmxJy' 
<tained in the Book of Common Prayer, that the P^***f">^*^- 

* purport and intent of the aft is, that this declaration of 8vo. Lon4. 

* affent (hould be only to the ufe of thofe thirigs which '^*'' 
< are contained in the faid book, which is very different 

* from affenting to the things^ thcmfelvcs. ■ How 

* thefe words, to thi ufe of^ came to be omitted in the 

* exprefe form of words that are ordered to be read in' 

* church for a legal qualification, I cannot fay; nor 
•whether they were omitted out of negleft or bydefign : 

* but I own it fecms to me, when I confiderthe humour 

* of the times when that aft was made, that it was done ^ 

•with 
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tooting and propagating the, profeAant 

religion^ 



* with defign ; as a fnare to oblige poor conrctehtious 

* menj who did not read the a£t of parliament at lengthy 

* to give up their livings rather than declare their unfeignect 

* aflent and confent to all and every thing contained in 

< the Book of Common Player; for it is to be obfcrv- 

* ed, that this condition was not required by the a£t of 

< Uniformity^ as publifiied in the time of Queen E/iza-^ 

* beth ; but was an addition made thereto after the Re- 

* ftoration of King Charles the Second, when the natioil 

* was, a^ it were, mad with the joy of having recovered 
'^ its antient conflitution both in church and ftatc i the 
^ little oath therefoire, wherein it was declared, that it is 

* not lawful, upon any pretence whatfoever, to take 

* arms againft the king, was sit the fame time inferted 

* into the aft of Uniformity. Which paft of that aft 

* hath been fmce repealed ; and, indeed, I cannot but 

* fincerely wi(h, that the other additioB,^, which was made 

* at the fame time, was fo far reftified, that the words of 

* the declaration fliould be made to correffpotid with the 

* defign of the aft ; which manifeftly was, t6 require 

* the declaratt(m of z&tit and confent only to ihiufeof 

* all and every thing contained in the Book of Common 

* Prayer. Becaufe I thiAk that thjit folenwi dedaratfon, 

* which a clergyman is obliged to mate in the p^efence 

* of God and his congregation, when hd is goipg to take 
^ upon himfelf the care of their fouls, ougllt to be fint- 
^ pie, pofitive, plain % free from all ambiguity or doubt« 
^ fulnefs : and fliould be exprefTed in foch a manner, as 

* that it cannot be mifanderftood, either by hlnr, or by 
< the congregation : but that ho may fafSIy and ho- 

'neftly 
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religion, iiniformity in opinions concern- 
ing 



^1 



^ neftly make it^ actcxrdiog to that plain and ordinary 
^ fcivfeof tht words in which they would be commonlj 

* underftood by all mankind, without any eVafion^ equi^ 
^ vocation, or mental refervation whatfoe^er ; that i9| 

* without any latent reference to the intention of the 

* z£t, which is not exprefled in the very words of the 

* declaration. — — «- Bat though we £hould fuppofe this 
^ was done, and that fubfcriptions were declared to be 

* required for peace-fake j yet there is ftill a difficulty 

* which remains behind, with regard to tbofe who d« 

* not approve of all the articles of the eftabliihed reli* 

* gion, or of every thing in the ILrieurgy : becavfe it li 

* natural for them to deiire, that thofe things, which 
' they take to be errors, (hould be amended : and yet it 
< is found, by experience, that whoever atteiaapts to find 

* fault with the Canons j or the Articles df Religion, oi^ 

* the eftaUifhed form of Litargy, becomes rmmediately 

* a difturber of the peace of the church, ws he is fure, at 
'^ leaft,. to be loaded wi^hthe opprobrious name of fchif- 

* malic, or heretic 5 which, ever fince the days of po- 

* pery^ are founds that occaiion wondrous horror in th6 

* ears of the vulgar (/).* All this feems to proceecf 



(i) t(riy an 



from an boneft and a good heart, — *^ Id^t C^nybeare Spirit; in 

*' ' \ thededicati* 

docs not fell in with it. — — « A fubfcription to ar- on, p. n— 

• tides,* fays he, ♦ is a declaration* of our belief; and ionium** 

• implies an affcnt to the truth of thofe propofitions, 

• which are contained in* them. All the confiderations, 

• dwrefore, which can be tirged to prove our obligation 

• to moral honefty, are fo many arguments of our duty 

• to fubfcribe without equivocation or referre : nor can 

* any 
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ing it, and in the external a£ts of wor (hip- 
ping 

« * any thing be urged to juftify or excufe a prevarication 

^ in this refpefl, which will not tend to deftroy all mu- 

* tual truft and confidence amongft men. WhofoeFef, 
^ therefore, is not really perfwaded, that the dodrines 

* contained in all the articles are true, cannot fubfcribd, 
^ without an high violation of moral honefty, aod a 
^ breaking in upon the fundamental principle on which 

(*)Cafe of * all fociety muft be built(ij.' — This, indeed, feems to 

^"*!["'^8vo' ^^^^ ^^^ *^ ^^"^^ ^^'^^ legiflature who enafted the Jaw 
iond. I; 32, under confideration. For we are told, that ^ on jfufy 

* 1 8th, 1663, a bill was fent up from the commons to 
« the lords, intitled, An A£i for the relief of fuch per- 

< fons as by ficknefs, or other impediment, are difabied 

* from fubfcribing the declaration in the aft of Uni- 

* formity, and explanation of part of the faid aft. At 

* the fecond reading in the houfe of lords, it was com-- 
^ mitted. Some alterations and amendments werp made 
^ by the committee, and a claufe added of this tenor : 
*' And be it cnafted and declared, by the autho- 
*' rity aforefaid, that the declaration and fubfcription c^ 
^' aiTent and confent, in the faid aft mentioned, (hall be 
** underftood only as to the^praftice and obedience to the 
^^ faid aftj and not other wife." This additional claufe 

* was agreed to by a majority ; but twelve lords pro- 

* tefted againft it, as deftruftive of the Church of En^r 

* land as now eftablifhed. When the bill was fent back 

* to the commons, they defired a conference ; which 

* was yielded to by the lords. The commons vehement- 
^,ly declared againft the amendments and alterations 

< of the lordsy and the additional claufe : and it was 

* openly declared, by one of the managers on the part of 

^ the • 
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ping the all-wife and infinitely^beilevolcnt 

Father 



* the t*ofmitiOfiS) That ix^hat wtofent down to them, 

* touching this bill,, had neithKf jufttce aor prudence in 

* it. When the conference was.over^ the lords voted- 

* an agreement with the commons, and dropped the ad- 

* dktonid claufc before recited (Jl' This, I believe^ is «R««»rI^i 

^ .^^ 'on Dr. Pow- 

pretty exa£^» For, on turning to the Journals of the eirs Sermon 
houfe of commons, I find, that, on >/j^ i8th>,i663, ^o^^s^p"'^^^ 

* an ^ngrofled bill for relief of fuch as by (icknefs, or *▼<>. toA<i« 

* other impediments, were difabled from fubfcribing the ^^^ 
< decUradon in the z6t of Uniformity, and for explana- 

* tion of part of the faid a£l, was read : and, with fome 

* amendments, it was refolved, (hould pafs/ From the 
fame authority it appears, ' that on the 25th of the faid 

* month, the lords returned the faid bill, with foms 

* amendments and alterations, to which they defired the 

* concurrence of that houfe ; who, not thinking fit to 

* compiy, defired a conference with the lords.' Whe- 
' ther the conference was held, or not, cannot be deter- 
mined from the Journals. But on the next day we find a 
meffage from the lords, to acquaint them, * that they have 

* agreed with the houfe in their amendments to the faid 
bill.* This put an end to the affair. — To go on. — Be all 
this as it may — certain it is, that uniformity of public 
prayers, and adminiftration of the facraments, and other 
rites and ceremonies, was aimed at; though, as time 
has fliewn, to very little purpofe. * I have obferved,' 
fays a very worthy dignitary of the church, * fome wor- 

* fhippers in this church, and I have heard of more, 

* who, the pioment the minifter begins the Athanafian 

* Creeds fliut their books and fit; down till it is finiftied. 
Vol. II. H * Others 
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Father of the univcrfc, was attempted 

to 



* Others there are, who fignify, by thrir behlivtour, 

* their diflfent to the u(e of certain imprecations in the 
< Pfalms, as highly improper in a Chrtftian afl&mblyt 

* whether they who repeat them have any particular ap* 

* plication for them, or not. There areftill more, who 

* exprefs their embarrafmeht and diflatisfadion with 
' * other parts of the Liturgy, and make no fcruple to dc- 

(m) Id. p. < clare they never join in it («).' Where there is 

no fuch diflatisfaflion at any parts of the public offices, 
it is probably owing to very diflFerent caufes than reafon 
and confideration. — — ' Repair,' fays a fpirited 
writer, < but to the next fcene of religious worfhip, and 

* contemplate there in your mind what paiTes in your 
> view, and the nature of the proceedings : a numerous 

* congregation, the votaries of an cxtenfive diftti^l, and 

* their ftri£l: concurrence to the niceft pundilio in all 

* the do6lrinal points there^ttered, and bring me inge- 

* nuoufly your true judgment upon the matter. Is it 
. * poiHble that you will affert, that this harmonious flock 

* are thus altogether really giving-a rational affent to all 

* thefe curious articles, and profound theorems, when 

* your experience, in the mean time, afTures you, that 

* the generality of thefe unanimous confeflbrs have 

* never, in their whole lives, beftowcd one fingle thought, 

* in a fpeculatlve way, upon the truth or falfliood of that 

* long train of proportions they fo liberally avow ? 

* You muft needs readily grant the contrary, and fall of 

* courfe into my eafy account of this ftrange proceeding, 

* owning that it can only be the effeft of the fame fpi- 
. < rtt, thaC from the lips of them all contrives to fpeak the 

, * lame 
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to be cftablifhed! — ^ In confequence 

of 



* fame thing ; that, by this means, though men cannot 

* be all of one opinion^ they may of one faith; ,which 
' they hold, not in unity of underftahding, but, as out 

* liturgy well exprefles it, in the bond of peace, and 

* unity of fpirit. A diflin£lion that can alone juftify 

* the confiftency of the practice, whicH muft be other- 

* wife unavoidably liable to reproach for its abfurdity,^ 

* and render its abettors very defervedly obnoxious to 

* the apoftle's cenfure of reariiig-altars to an unknown 

* God {n).' — In tht preamble to the aft of Uni- (n)ChT\{^U 
iFormity, Complaint xs made, • that, by the neglfeft of ani^y n<k 

* ulmg the Liturgy, great mitchiefs and inconveniences Argument, 

* have arifen, arid many people have been led into fac- P- 7v 8vo. 

* tions and fchifms, to the great decay and fcandal of " • ^7+ • 

* the reformed religion of the Chu!ch oi England^ and fo 
^ the hazard of many fouls.' And the fame language 
has been ufea, from time to time, by men quite unac- 
quainted with the nature of true religion, theugh they 
have talked and written much about it. ■ * ■ 'But thejr 

* who talk fo much of fefts and divifion's,' fays Mr*. 
hockey ' would do well to confider too, whether thofe 

* are not moft authors and promoters of fe£ls and divi* 

* fions, who impofe creeds, ceremonies, and articles, of 

* mens making ; and make things, not neccffary to fal^ 

* vation, the ncceflarv terms of communion ; exclud- 

* ing and driving from them fuch as out of confcience 

' arfd perfwafion cannot affent and fubmit to them ; • 

* and treating them as if they were utter aliens from 

* the church of God, and fuch as were defervedly fhut 
' out as unfit to be members of it : who narrow Chrifti* 

Hi ^ anity 
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of this^ great numbers of cccreiiaftics 

* anify within bounds of their own makings and iirhtch 

* the gofpel knows nothing of; and often for things 
^ by themfelves confefled indifferent, thruft men out.of 

* their communion, and then punifh them for not be- 

* ing of it. Who fees not but the bond of unity might 

* be preferved, in the difFerent perCwafions of men.con- 

* cerning things not ncceflary to falvation, if they were 
^ not madeneceflfary to church-communion ? What two 

* thinking men of the Church of England are there^ 
^ who differ not one from the other in fever al material 

* points of religion ? who, neverthelefs, are memberf 

< of the fame church, and in unity one with another. 

* Make but one of thofe points the Shiboleth of a party, 
' and ere£l it into an article of the national church, 

* and they are prefently divided j and he, of the two, 
. • whofe judgment happens not to agree with national 

< orthodoxy, is immediately cut off from communion., 

* Who I befeech you is it, in this cafe, that makes the 

* fed ? Is it not thofe who contra£l the Church of 

* Chrift within limits of their own contrivai^e ? wha, 

* by articles and ceremonies of their own forming, fe- 

* parate from their communion all that have not per- 

* fwafions which juft junip in with their model ! 'Tis 

* frivolous here to pretend authority. No man has, or 

* can have, authority to Ihut any one out of the Church 
« of Chrift, for that which Chrift himfelf will not (hut 

V ♦ him out of heaven. Whofoever does fo, is truly the 

* author and promoter of fchifm and divifion -, fets up 
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were ^yedted from their livings. — i— * 



But 



< a ib£l, and tears in pieces the Church of Chrift ; of 

* which every pne, who believes and prsidUces wh^t is 

* heceflary to fsdvation, is a part and tnember ; and can-^ 

* not^ without the guilt of fchifm, be feparated from 
^ or kept out of its external communion. In this lord' 

* ing it over the heritage of God^ and thus overfeeing by 

* impbfitionon the unwilling, andnotconfenting, which 

* feems to be the meaning of St. Peter ^ moft of the laft- 
•ing fe£ls, which fo mangle Chriftianity, had their ori- 

* gtnal, and continue to have their fupport : and were 

* it not for thefe eftablifhed fefts under the fpecious 

* names of national churches, which, by their contrafted 

* and arbitrary limits of communion, juftifyagainft them-- ' 
^ ftlves the reparation and likenarrownefs of others^ 

* the difFerence of opinions, which do not fo much be- 
^ gin to be, as to appear and be owned under toleration, 
<. would either make no fedt or diviilon \ or elfe, if they 

* were fo pxtravagant as to be oppofite to what is jnecef- 
^ faty to falvation, and fo neceffitate a Reparation ; the 

* clear light of the gofpel, joined with ftri£k difcipline 

* of manners, would quickly chafe them out of the 
^ world. But whilft needlefs impofitions, and moft 
•points in divinity, are eftablKhed by the penal laws 
^ pf kingdoms and the fpecious pretences of authority; 

* what hopes are there, -that there fhould1)e fuch a union 
VamongftChriftians, anywhere, as might invite a rati- 

* onal Turk or Infidel to emibrace a religion, whereof he 
^ is told they have a revelation from God, which yet in 

H3 •Jomo 
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But, as many of them, through confci- 



^ Tome places he is not fuffered to fead, and in np place 

* (ball be permitted to underftand for himfelf, or to foi- 

* low according to the beftof his underftanding^ -when 

* it (hall at. all thwart (though in things cbnfefled not 
*, necefiary to falvation) any of thofe fele£i: points, in 
' doctrine, difcipline, or outward worihip, whereof the 

* national church has been pleafed to make up its articles, 
(«) Third c polity, and ceremonies (o) ? * Thefe are conii- 

Letter on * ' ' ^ * ' * 

Toleration, derations of wclght with fuch as regard the true faith, 
LodI!i6qZ ^^^^ ^^^" ^^^*^ utility 5 the true end for which, if we 
believe a certain writer, religion is eftabliflicd. 
Some other effedls of eftablilhments are mentioned, 
which I think proper to infert, in order to give the 
reader a tolerable idea of their nature and tendency.. 
■ * The moment any religion becomes national or efta- 

* liflied,' fays a very ingenious gentleman, * its purity 

* muft certainly be loft, becaufe it is then impoffible to 

* keep it unconnedled with mens interefts ; and, if con- 
' neftcd, it muft inevitably be perverted by them, 

* Whenever temporal advantages are annex'd to any re- 

* ligious profefSon, they will be fure to call in all thofe 

* who have no religion at all. Knaves will embrace it . 
^ for the fake of intereft; fools will follow them for the 

* fake of fafliion ; and when it is once in fuch hands. 

* Omnipotehce^ itfelf can never preferve its purity. 

* That very order of men who are maintained to fup- 

* port its interefts, will facrifice them to their own : 
' and being in the fole poffeflion of all its promifes, and 

* all its terrors i and having the tendernefs of childhood, 

• ' " • • * the 
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cncc 5 others through neceflity ; and fome, 

. perhaps. 



* the weakneffi of age, and the ignoranqe of the. vulgar, 
« to work upon : I fay, thefe men, vefted with all thefe 

* powers, yet, heing but men, will not fail to conveft 

* all the mighty influence they muft derive from them, 

* to the felfifli ends of their own avariqe and ambition ; 

* and, confequcntly, to the total deftruftion of its ori- 

* ginal purity. From^it, they will lay claim to powers 

* which it never defign'd them ; and to poffefEons, to 
which they have rio right. To make good thefe falfe 
pretentions, fklfe hiftories will be forged, and fabulous 

a 

traditions invented :' groutidlefs terrors will be flung 
out, to operate on fuperfiition and timidity : creeds and 

* articles will be contrived, to confound all reafon: and 

• * * 

f tefts irapofed, to fift out all who have honefty or cou- 

* rage to refift thefe unwarrantable encroachments* 
^ D.eyotion will be turn'd into farce and pageantry, to 
' captivate mens eyes, that their pockets may with morq 

* facility be invaded. They will convert piety into lu- 

* perdition ; zeal into rancour ; and this religion, not* 
5 vt^ithftanding ^1 its divinity, into diabolical malevo- 

* lence. By degrees, knaves will join them j fool? 

* believe them 5 and cowards be afraid of them : and^ . 
f haying gain'd fo confiderable a part of the world to 

* their interefts, they will ereft an independent dominion 

* among themfelves, dangerous to the libertfes of man* 

* kind; and reprefenting all thofe who oppofe their ty-r 

* ranhy as God's enemies, teach it to be meritorious ia 
f hjs fight. to perfecute t^em in this world, and damn 

H 4 ' them 



.' > 



I04 



THE LIFE OF 

perhaps, put q£ oppofition fa tboie fa^sa 

whom they had received iuch unrighteous 

^ them in another. Hence rouft auiTe hierarcbies« in^ 

< quifitions, and popery : for popery is but the confum^ 
^ mation.of that tyranny which every religious fyften» ii| 
^ the hands of men is in perpetual purfuit o4 ^Lnd whofe 
^ principles they are all ready to adopt whenever they 

< are fortunate enough to meet with its fucpefs, Xhia 
^ tyranny cannot fubfift without fierce and formidable 
^ oppofition : from whence innumerable kSts^ fchifnis, 

< and diflieotioos^ will lift up their co«tentious heads,^. 
^ each gaping for that very power which they are fight-^ 

* ing to deftroy^ tho* unable either to acquire or retaia 
^ it ; and introdu6live only of their conftant concomi-^ 

* tants, ignorance, felf-^^conceit, ill-breeding, obdinacy, 
^ anarchy, and confulion. From thefe contefts, alt 

^ kinds of evils muft derive their exiftence } bIood(he<) 
^ and defolation, perfecutions, maiTacres, and martyr-s 

* doms. All thefe evils, you fee, arc but the neceflaiy 
^ confequences of the national eftablifbment of any re- 
^ ligion which God can communicate to man, in Whofe 
^ hands its divinity can never long preiJrve its parity, or 

keep It unmixM with his impcrfcftions, his folly, and 



WFrecEii-, % vvickednefs (p).* . • What a pi6hire ! 

^uiry into a * 

the nature But notwithftanding all that has or can be &id, con- 
EvtiT^lg4^ earning the mifchiefs and inconveniences of the efta-i 
iimo.Lond. bliflimcnt of ritcs and cetemonics, «— and nothing but 
'^^ ' thefe can poffibly be cftabliihed, — fome men arc very 

fond of it, as a mean of j>romoHog reltgioti in the 
Vforld. Xhe ufe of ixternals> by thefe gentlemeB, iai 
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ufage, CQftttimed to excrciife their Svaxc^^ 
tions in private fti]^mblies> and met 

with 



IQ5 



much mfifted cn ) aini tD tbe neglcA of them is impnted 

the corruptrah ofcthc age. - " ^ > " ■ * The form of religion 

* may indeed be,' fey^ the late c^rcelkrit Bifhop But-- 
Zfr, when commenced churchift, ^ where there is little 
•of the thing itfelf ; but the thing itfelf cannot be pre- 

* fef ved ^mongft mankind without the form; And this 

* form frequently occurring in fome inftancc or other 
^ of it, will be a frequent admonition to bad men to re^ 
^ pent, and to good men to grow better ^ and alfo be 
'^, the means of thpir doing (b. That which men have 

* accounted religion in the feveral countries of the 
1^ world, generally fpeaking, has had a great and cqu** 
^ Sfpicuous part in all publick appearances, and the face 

* of it has been kept up with great reverence through- 
^ out all ranks, from the bighefl: to the loweft } not on- 
^ }y upon occaiional folemnities, but alfo in the daily 
^ courfe of behaviour. In the heathen world, their fu- 
} perdition was the chief fubjeiSl of ftatuary, fculpture^ 

< painting,' and poetry. It mixt itfelf with bufinef^, 

* civil forms, diverfions,^dome{lick entertainments, and 

* every part of common life. The Mahometans arc 

* obliged to fhort devotions five times between morning 

< and evenic^g. la roman catholick countrieSf peopk^ 
^ cannot pafs. a day without having religion call'd to 

^ their thoughts by fome or other memorial of it ; by fom& 

* ceremony, or publick reli^ous Ibrm occurring in their 

< way : befides their trequent holidays, the fhort prayen 
^ diey ^^ ^aily called to, and th? occa£onal devotions 

' injoined 
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with countenance and* encouragement 
from thofe to whom they miniftered^ 

'-'>•' as 

f mjoi.ned by cpnfeflbrs^ By the(e means their faperftir 
f tion ^1)1^ (Iccp ^nto (be minds qF thjs^pjeople, and their 
^ jeligion alfo intp the minds of fuch among them a^ are 

* ferious and well-difpofed, . Our reformers, confidcrr 

«■ • • 

^ ing that feme pf thefe obfervances were in tbemfelires 

* wrong and fuperftitious, and others of them made fub- . 
5 fefvient to the purpofes of fuperftition, abolilhed them, 

* reduced the form of religion to great fimplicity, and 
< injoined no more particular rules^ nor left any thing 

* more of what was external in religion, than was, in a 

* manner, neceflary to. preferve a fenfe of religion itfelf 

* uppn the minds of the people. But a greajt part of 

* this is neglecSed by the generality ampngft us. For 

* inftance : the fervice of the church, pot only upoij 

* common days, but alfo upon faints days: and feveral 
{q) Charge < other things might be mentioned (<?)/ - Dege- 

%jt V' 14' generate tinies indeed ! times to be lamented and mourn 7 
4to. Lond. g^ Q^gp I Q^^ reformers, by this account, feem to have 
been much in the wrong, by depriving us of the means 
the pious catholics, in imitation of their forerunners tfic 
heathen priefts, had inftituted and appointed for our 
growth in piety and holihefs. However, he who calls 
^to mind what pure and undefiled religion is, and is care- 
ful to praftice it, need not be mufch troabled in con- 
fcience, though he has negleSed the fervice of the 
church, not only upon common days, but alfo upon 
faints days ; or even omitted the holy rite of Confirmation 
bn which fome very extraordinary pcrfons have talked 
with great folemnity, -For what arc thtfe in his eye 

'That 
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as well as from perfons of moderation 
an3 virtue, though of different perfua-* 

fions: 



* That doih prefer, 



* Before all temples, th* upright heart and pure ? ' 

. , Milton. 

But, to put an end to this long, very long note : 
^on-refiftance, by the aft of Uniformity, we fee, was 
eftabliflied j and the^Covcnant condemned, which had ' 

been taken by his majefty in Scotland^ and contributed 

greatly to his reftor^tion. Colonel Bircby in this ' 

very houfe of commons, obferved, * after he had the 

* honor to come into this houfe, fome intentions were 

* to' renew the Covenant. Cromwell^ Ireton^ and the 

^ reft, would not have it done. He faid then, that 

t ... . ■ . ■ ... 

*, t^efe men would ^Iter the government, and the houfe 

* then would have fent them to the Tower. — He ne- 

< ver faw fuch mettle in this houfe. He had forty 

* notes fent him : '* Stick to the Covenant, and you 
** {hall die.** * This was his greatcft inducement to 

* ffick to it. — — Not one of thefc men could be 

* brought to change the government. Love loft his life 

* for it. T-he prefbyterian party declared againft the 

* kings murder. To the reftoration of the king all 

< agreed* Had he not engaged for the king by the Co- 

< venant, he had prevented himfelf twenty-one impri- 
^'fonments he has fuffered. When the king was re- 

< ftored, thefe were the men we only durft truft (r).'— (f) Gfjty^s 
A fine return this from a grateful monarch f to make l^^^^ 
men renounce what they had fworn to^ and belyetheyr vol.ii.p.4.6. 

I confci- 



j 
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Gant: as this, I {zy, was tke cafe^ va-* 
riotts laws were made ( x x i )t from time 



to 



confciencesy for the prefenration of which they had buf- 
fered fo much, and by fo doing bad promoted his in- 
tereft. 

(4 1 1 ) Laws were made againft the nonconformlfls ■ ■ ■ 
emd rigoroufly executed, by the injligation of the pre-' 
lates.'] It is faid, on good authority, that his late ma- 
jefty, King George II. in the early part of his reign, did 
declare, ^ that not an hair of the head of any one of his 
* fubje£ls (hould be hurt on account of religious opi« 
(f)Pi!liai- < jjj^jj, fy Ipjjg ^ jj^ ^Qre the Britijb crown (j).' A 

jm, p. 123. ' , .° "^ , : ^ ' , 

Svo. Load, declaration thi« worthy of fo good a prince, and faith- 
»T^»» fully, if I remember right, adhered to. by him. Not 

fo the race of the Stuarts. Their cj^oice if was, ta fct-». 
ter the free-born minds of men, and render them obc- 
dicpt to their galling yoke# The fevere laws. ena£ted 
by £//zii^^//&, inheritrix of her father'^ tyr^njnic^l fpirit, on 
account of religion, were confirmed andenlarg^d by them, 
a,nd many an honeft and good man fmitrted under tbeoi* 
The governor« of t^e commonivir^fJxb*. and Cromweil^ 
indited faw th^ abfurdity afid iniquity pa which tbcy were 
founded ; and, therefore, made little or no ^e of them«r 
But when Charles II. revi£ted bi3 native land, and he 
had got a parliament after his own heart, they foon be- 
came again in vogue 5 a^d the people -found, to their 
C0&, that,, like his fathers, he was a ^erfecutor* The 
ad of Uni^r^ity, we have juft feen, deprived multi'- 
tudcd of their fubfifteiace on account of their religioui 
Of iiuons I and' the a£ts thaic followed were far from 

eafing 
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to tknc» agomft them aod ihehr adh^ 

rents^ 

caiifig thofe who bad Aiffared by it« ■ "» I will ghre a 
ibof t abi^raft of ch^ penal laws madp in this reign, that 
the reader may be convinced that perfecution .wa^ not 
iinjuftly coaiplained of under it. ■■ By one ftatut^ it 
iftrais ordaifiedy * That any perfen, above fixtqtn years 
old, prefent dt any meeting under pretence of exer« 
cife of rdigipiH in other manner thai? is alJon^ by thd 
Liturgy or prafHce of the Church ^{ England^ where 
there (hall be prefent five perfons, or more, above thofe 
of the houfehold, upon proof thereof made, either by 
confeffion of the party, or oath of witnefs, or noto- 
rious evidence of the fad, the offence fhall be record* 
ed under the hands of two juilices, or the chief ma« 
giftrate of the place, which fhall be a perfe£l convic- 
tion ; who, thereupon,, may fefid fuch perfon to jail, or 
the hou^ of correiSion, for any time not exceeding 
three months ; unlefs he or fhe pay down fo much 
money, not exceeding five pounds, as the faidjuftices 
or chief magiflrate fhall impofe. For* the fecond of- 
fence, impnfonftient, not exceeding fix months ; un- 
lefs money paid, not exceeding ten pounds. — And 
perfons io offending the third time, were to be fent to 
the goal, or houfe of corre£lion, there to* remain un- 
til the next fefBon, or aifizes, and then to be indi(9:ed ; 
and being thettupon found^uilty, the court was to 
enter judgment of tranfportation againfl fuch oiFen- 
ders, to fome of the foreign plantations (Virgima and 
New- England only excepted), thereto remain feven 
years; and warrants were to ifTue tofequefter the pro- 
fits of their lands, or to diflratn and fell their goods, fo 

• defray 
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rent$, which were executed with gfeaf 

rigour, 

* defray the thargcs of tWeir t^nrportath>rt j aM for ifranf 

* of fuch charges being paid, the (heriflF had liberty to 

* contra£l with any mafter of a (bipi, or mercbalit, to 

* tranfport them, i— - Upon pslying down, howeveri 

* one hundred pounds, the tranfport2kti6n was to be dif- 

* eharged. — And if any, under fuch jttdgment of 
^ tranfportation, (hall efcape, or, being tranfported, 

* return into any part of Englanij they were to fufier 
fO ^at. < death as felons without Benefit of Clergy (/)/ i 

cAi" * * All perfons in holy orders,, or pretended holy orders, 
< who had not declared their affent and confent 
' to the Book of Common Prayer, according to th^ 

* ad of Uniformity ; and did not take and fubfcribe the 
' oath of Non*refiftance therein contained; together 
^ with all fuch as (hould take .upon them to preach in 

* any conventicle, or meeting, for exercifc of religion 

* contrary to law ; were not (urilefs only in pailing the 

* road) to come, or be witbm five miles of any city, 

* town corporate, or borough, that fends burgeiles to 
^ parliament ; nor within five miles of any place where 
f they had olHciated, or taken upon them to preach ; 

* upon pain of forfeiting forty pounds for fiich of- 

* fence. Nor was any perfon fo reftrained, or who 
< (hould not take the faid oath, and freqqent divine 

* fervice, to teach any fchool, or take any boarders or t»- 

* biers that were taught by any other^ on pain likewife 
' of forfeiting forty pounds. And two juftices, upon 

* oath made of any offence againft the aft, were to com- 

* mit'the offender for fix months, without )>ail ormain- 
(v) st?t. ( pfjfg /^\ » 4 One jufiice. or chief magiftrate, on 

,7 <:-r. II. *- V ^ ^ 

C. 2. »•"* 
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rigoiir, by the inftigation and encourage- 
ment 

^' the oath of two witnefieS) wis to ihake a reco!rd of » 

* conventicle, where any five, perfons, above fixteen 
^.yearsofage (befides thofe of ^the fame houfehold), 
^ fhould be afiefttbled^ for the exercife of religion, in 
^ any other manner than according to the Liturgy and 

* pradtice of the Church of England -^ which record was 

* to be a convidion, and thereupon a fine of five ihil-^ 
'•lings was to.be impofed upon every offender, which 

* was to be certified to the next quarter feflions. And 

* for the fecond, and every other offence, ten (hilling»- 
' each : and in cafe of poverty, it is allbwed to be levi- 
' ed on any other perfons goods, prefeiit at the fame con-* 

* venticie. The preacher was to forfeit for the firft of- 

* fence twenty pounds, and forty afterwards, whi^h 

* might be levied on any of the hearers. Thofe who 

* fuffered a meeting to be in their houfe, barn, or yard^ 

* were to forfeit twenty pounds ; which might likewife 

* be levied on the goods of any prefent : provided that no 

* perfon pay above ten pounds for anyone meeting, in re- 

* gard of the poverty of any other perfon or perfons. For- 

* feitures incurred by married women, were to be levied 

* on their hufbands goods (x).' Thefe ftatutes (x) Stat. 

need no comment. They were all, except the laft, the 
projeftion of Lord Clarendon ; and will refledl difgrace 
on his name and adminiftration, as long as there is 

fenfe, virtue, or humanity, in the world, That 

thefe laws were rigouroufly executed, our hiftories abun- 
dantly teflify. That the prelates inftigated the exccu- 

' tion of them, will not be doubted by any one who read^s 

what 
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ment of the prelates^ 



In Scotland^ 
matters 



what follows. ShdU^ Arcbbtihop of Canitrbury^ in i 
letter to the bifliops of his province, dated, Lamh^l^ 
hMfa^ May 7, 1670, lays, ^ It bath pleafed his msgcfij, 
and the two houfes of parUsmentf out of their pious 
care for the welfare of this church and kingdom, by 
making and publiihing the late zEt for preventing 
and fuppreffing conventicles, to lay a liopef al way for 
the peace and fettlement of the church, and the uni* 
formity of Gods fervice in the lame ; it becomes us^* 
the bifliops, as more particularly fenfVUe of the good 
providence of Qod, to endeavour, as much as in us 
lies, the promoting fo bieflcd a work : and therefore 
having well coniidered what will be fit forme to do mi 
my particular diocefe, I thought fit to recommend the 
fame counfel and method (which I intend, God will^ 
ing, to purfue myfelf) to your lordChipi and the reft 
of my brethren the bifliops of my province, being 
thereunto encouraged by his majefly's approbation and 
expreifs diredion in this affair* ■ Your lordfliipis 

defired to recommend to the ecclefiafiical judges and 
officers, and the clergy of your diocefe, the care of the 
people under their refpe<Slive jurifdidiions and charges, 
that in their fever^l places they do their beft to per- 
fwade and win all non-conformifts and differ.ters to 
obedience to his majefty's laws, and unity with the 
church ; and fuch as fliall be refraftory, to endeavour 

to reduce by the cenfures of the church, or fuch other 

« 

good means as ftiall be mofl: conducing thereunto : to 
which end I advife, that all and every of the faid ec- 
clefiaftical judges and officers, and every of the clergy 

«of 
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matters were ftill worfe. — — — Epiico- 

pacy, 

of your dioccfe, and the churchwardens of every pa- 
rifh, by their refpeiSUve minifters, be defired, in their 
refpeftive ftations and places, that they take notice of 
all non-conformiftsV holders, frequenters, maintainers, 
abettors of conventicles and unlawful aflemblies, un« 
der pretence of religious worfhip^ efpecially of the 
preachers and teachers in them, and of the places 
wherein the fame are held, ever keeping a more watch- 
ful'eye over the cities and greater towns, from whence 
the mifchief is for the moft part derived into the lefTer 
villages and hamlets : and wherefoever they find fuch 
wilful offenders, that then, with a hearty affeSion to 
the worihtp of God, the honour of the king and his 
laws, and the peace of the church and kingdom, they 
do addrefs theoifelvea to the civil magiftrate, juftices, 
and others concerned, imploring their help and af- 

(iftance for preventing and fuppreffing of the f^me, 
according to the late faid atSl in that behalf made and 

fet forth.' The biihops and clergy, we may well 

think, were not wanting in their duty ; efpecially as 
we find the Archdeacon of Lincoln earneftly defiring the 
parifhes, within his jurifdi<9:ion, to take efpecial regard 
to perform whatfoever was required in the above letter ; 
and adding, <how you (hall difcharge your duty there- 
' in, I (hall exped an account at the next Vifita- 

« tion.* In the year 1683, the juftices of peace 

for the County of Devon, • agreed and refolved, in evc- 
^ ry divifion of the county, to require fuffici«nt furecies 

* for the good abearihg and peaceable behaviour of all 

• fuch as they might juftly fufpe6t, or receive any credi- 
■ Vol. II. I •Wi 
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pacy, and its attendants, fo abominablej 



at 



ble information againft, that they have been at any 
conventicles and unlawful meetings, or any £a£tiau$ 
or feditious clubs ; or that have by any difcourfes diA 
covered themfelves to be dtfafieded to the prefentcfia- 
bliihed government either in church or ftate ; or chat 
have been the authors or publifliers of any^ (edidoos 
libels ; or that Iball not, in all things, duly conlbrni 

themfelves to the prefent eftabliQied governinent. 
And being fully fatisfied, as well by the 
clear evidence of the late horrid plot [Lord Jbif- 
fiirs]y as by their own long and fad experience, that 
the non-conformifl preachers are the authors and fo* 
menters of this peftilent fadion, and the implacable 
enemies of the eftabliflied government, and to whom 
the late execrable tre&fons, which have had fuch dif- 
mal e(Fe£ls in this kingdom, are principally to be im- 
puted ; and who, by their prefent obftinate refufingto 
take and fubfcribe an oath and declaration, that they do 
not hold it lawful to take up arms againft the king, and 
that they will not endeavour any alteration of govern- 
ment in church or ftate ; do neceflarily Enforce us to 
conclude, that they are flill ready to engage them- 
felves (if not actually engaged) in fome rebellious con- 
fpiracy againft the king, and to invade and fubvert his 
government : Wherefore,* fay they, * we refolve in 
every parifh, in this county, to leave ftrid warrants in 
the hands of all conftables, for the feizing of fuch per- 
(bns. And, as an encouragement to all officers and 
others that Ihall be inftrume^tal in the apprehending 

*of 
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&t that time» in the eyes pf the |naja<^ 

* of any of them, fo a^ they may be brought to jufticc^ 
^ we will give a;id allpw forty O^iHingsv as a reward 
^ for every noh-cobformift preacher that (hall be fo fe« 

* cured. And we refolve to pl-ofccutc thetn, and all 
^ other fuch dangerous enemies of tbs government, s^d 
^ c<»nmon abfenters from cliurch) and frequenters of 
^ conventicles, according to the dire£Hoiis of a law madb 

* in the five-ahd*thirtieth year of the reigrt of Qiieen 
^ EUzeAeth^ entitied-. An Ad f6r keeping her Majeflies 

* fubjeifts in due obedience/ -— ^ * Thi^ order^ whicli 
^ will appear a Irery crud one to moft readers, was haf^py 

-* -enough^ however, to meet with the ap^rbbatioh and 
-• ^pplaiife of ^t right reverend dibcefan ; who, 2^ h^ 

* cells theiwrorldj th^ the continued care of Ms m^jef- . 

* ties jttfti<c(BS of the feace for the county c^ 'D€^m,i6t 
f the fafety of hts majefties facred perfon, the prdervsl- 
^ tion of the publick peace, and advancement of true ref^ 

'^ ligion, may be fuller knbwn, atid have a better efPe&, 

* ordered .and required all the clergy of his diocefe^ 

* within the county of Devon-^ deliberately to puUifh 
^ this order the next Sunday after it ihould be tendered 

* to them [y)/ ■ ' ' If any one is defirous of knowing 

■ tlie name of fuch x wretch, it 4a$ Lampluwh. — ^ T he J^j. ^^f ^^ 
Middhftx ]uSiccSy 9t the general q«iarter fefffions, O^, to Long's 
14, 1 68 1, declared, 'that all hotfe*keepers, wilhrh ^l^^" j^^ 
' the county, wtio kept al^-houilesr, and other public?- ©f War.4to, 

'^boufes for eotectainment, by virtue of any licence, Lond.1684. 
^ and fliould not go.to their parHh'-cfaiirch<, and receive 
< the facrament according to the pradice of the Churdi 
^ of Engioftdj ;Of jQiould gp to any conventicle, fluhiM 

* have their liceop^ taken irom them»' *— 7^' Tbey.^lfo 

1 2 farther 
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rity of the people, were now again in- 
troduced ; 



(k) Gasette> 



farther declared^ * that if the churchwardens and over* 
^ fecrs of the poor fhould difpofe of any of the parifh 

* money by way of penflon, or otherwife, to poor peo- 
^ pie who frequent conventicles, and do not come to 
^ their pariih-charcb, and receive the facrameAt there 

* (except in cafe of ficknefs and neceffity to be allowed 
. * by a juftice of peace), the money paid to fuch people 

* (hould not be allowed by the juftices in the accounts 

* of the churchwardens and overfeers of the poor, be* 
^ caufe fuch perfons who never come to the parifli- 

* church, ought not to be reckoned of the pariih.' — — 
This order was fo acceptable to the king, that his ma- 
jefty thanked the juftices for it {«)• — *-^ Dr. Pc/n 
tells us, ^ that Bt£hop ff^ard was for the aA iigainft 

conventicles, and laboured much to get it pafs, not 
without the order and direction of the greateft autho- 
rity, both civil artd ecclefiaftical, not out of enmity to 
the diiTenters perfons, as they unjuftly fuggefted, but 
of love to the repofe and welfare of the government : 
for he believed if the growth of them were not timely 
fupprefled, it would either caufe a neceifity of afland* 
ing army to preferve the peace, or a general toleration ; 
Which would end in popery, whither all things then 
had <in apparent tendency. That zSt had this effe£k : 
it (hewed the difienters were not fo numerous and 
coniiderable as they gave themfelves out to be, defign- 
ing thereby to make th^ government believe it was 
impradicable to quell them $ for where this a<^ was 
duly executed, it put an end to theic meetings, as it 

was evident in his diocefe : for in Salijbury there was 

<not 
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troducedj conformity in all points to 

. them 
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not one conventicle left ; and but a fewint he Ikirts of 
Wiltjhire bordering upon Sonurfity where, for want 
of a fettled militia, by reafon of the non-age of the 
Puke of Somerfet^ the lord-lieutenant of that cbunty, 
they fometimes met in woods ; but, upon complaint, 
their meetings were fupprefled, and his majefty was 
pleafed to own and accept this as good fervice to the . 
publick, and to encourage the bifhop in it {a) J ■■ ■ ■ («} Life of 
When the priift turns athelft^ it is natural to fuppofe, 68. ' ^* 
that he will labour to get and execute fuch laws as 
thefe ! but all fuch as believe the great truths of reli- 
gion, will execrate and abhor them, and the authors of 
them. ■ • God and nature Teem to delight in va- 

^ riety ; and in making men aqd women, all in the worlds 
^ of different features, ayres, dimeniions, completions, 

* 5sf<:, And how do we know that Aln^ighty God is fo 

* much difpleafed with variety of opinions, alfo, as fome 

* men imagine ? Though we have different phyfiogno- 

< mies, and different eye- fights ; yet we all continue to 
^ be men. And though we have diiFerent judgments, 
^ minds, and opinions; fome more clear, and fome more 

* purblind ; yet we may all continue Chriftians* But 
^ fuppofe other men do not (cannot for their lives) fee 

< fo well as we, or fo well as the fynod, or the magif- . 

< trate v muft we therefore pull out or put out their 
^ eyes ; deliver them tp the devil firft, and then to the 

< goal, and after all to the pit of hell ; and for expedi- 

< tion*fake thither with the more fpeed (until the writ 

< dt hicretHO cmhwnndo was canceird), with fire ^i^d 

I 3 * faggot ? 
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them was enaded ; and cruel; laws, bar« 
barouflv executed, .were means m^de ufe of 

tQ 

T^lh^tm * ^*8got (*)?'— Tbu3 fpoke an honcft ccclcfiaftic of 

2d. id edit, thofe Umcs. — And honcft Andrew Marvil^ who alfq 

h '^' ^ lived in them, and with indignation faw the fpirit oC 

them, declared, ^ that it was no great adventure to fay^ 

* that the world was better ordered under the antient 
I ^ monarchies and commonwealths; that the number of 
( < virtuous men was then greater ; and that the Chrifti- 

f ans found fairer quarter under thofe, than among them- 

* felves. Nor hath there any advantage accrued untq 
^ mankind, from that moft perfe£t and praftical model 

* of human fociety, except the fpeculation of a better 
f way to future happinefs, concerning which the very 

* guides difagrce, and of thofe few that follow, no maa 
^ is fufFered to pafs without paying at their turnpikes. 
^ All which hath proceeded from no other reafon, but 
f that men, inftead of fqua;ing their governments by 
f the rule of Chriftianity, have fliaped Chriftianity by 

* the meafures of their government ; have reduced that 

* ftrait line by the crooked ; and, bungling divine and 
^ human things together, have been always hacking and 

* hewing one another, to frame an irregujar figure of 

Tnfartn^ * political incongruity {c)* •— Whatever has been 

the time of the behaviour of men called Chriftians, and dignified 
vo^fi! p. So. *"^ diftinguilhed by titles denoting high pretentions to 
foi. Lond.* fanftity, • we ought in juflice,* with Lord Lyttiltm, * to 
^ ?V * own, that no book, that ever was writ by the mofl 

f acute free-thinkers, is fo repugnant to prieftcraft, to 
\ fpiritual tyrAnny, to all weak fuperftitions of every 

' ' * Hind, 
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to induce men to comply (kkk) with a 

form 



« kind, to all that can tend to difturb or to prejudice 

* human fociety, as that which they fo much affeft to 

* defjwfe {</)/• and which perfecutors have impioufly M DU- 
dared to vouch as authority in behalf of their barba- n^d'^^p! * 
rities. . ^©7- 8vo. 

(kkk) Cruel laws were made ufe of in Scotland, ** ''"^ 
to induce men to comply with modes and forms of religion,] 
TheScotshzd been eminently loyal, as appears from the 
foregoing notes, toCharles II. They had ventured their 
lives and fortunes in his caufe ; and, after that, very 
unwillingly fubmittted to the yoke of their conquerors. . 
Awed by armies, forts, and garrifons, they dared not 
again recur ^to arms : but they fpoke in the moft intel- 
ligible manner in behalf of their king, and wifhed his 
^ return in no veryobfcure terrn^. The preachers, in parti- 
cular, were bold ; and relying on the place in which 
they fpake, and the efteem in which their fun(^ion was 
held by their auditors, they uttered their thoughts free- 
ly concerning his majefty's right, though in guarded 
cxpreffions. — Captain Langley^ in a letter to Thurloe^ 
, dated Leithy Sept. 30, 1658, fays, ' Sir, As to that of 

* the Scots bleffing God, that he had heard them in fome 

* things, they fpake it myftically ; for juft as the news 
« came ofthe death of his H.[0/iW], they declared a faft 

* to be kept the Saboath following, and fpake thofe 

* words as a motive to incorage the people to keep the 

* day. That they dailie pray for their king in fuch terras 

* as thefe : That the Lord would be merciful to the ex- 
^ iled, and all thofe that are in captivitie 1; and that > 
f once more he would caufe them to return with iheaves 

1 4 . 'of 
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form of church government, to which 

they 



{e) Thur- 
loe, vol. vii. 
p« 416. 



of joy. And fome fpeak in plaiiier terms agaihft the 
government. They pray under the terms of being 
delivered from the yoke oiPharoah^ Egyptian hondsigc^ 
or the Taflc-maftcr of Egfptj ifc. They ufe feveral 
iqnprecations ; praying for the confuCon of all tyrants, 
and from enemies, and all their oppreflbrs and affiid- 
ors, (^c. defiring God to cut them oiF, to fhorteo 
their time, thereby hafting their deliverance, and giv* 
ing eafe to his people, meaning themfelves, &fr. Thus 
they fpeake; but fo ambiguoufly, that they can evade, 
if quefiion^d ; yet fo plainly, that the whole people 
knows their meaning: foe that the premifes confider- 
eo, it is eafy to underftand that they prayfed God, 
that he had heard them in taking away his highnefs, 
which they take to be the beginning of what God hath 
further to do for them, as to that deliverance they fur- 
ther expe6l and pray for ; promifing the people, that 
God will yet bring forth further deliverance to 
them (e).* In this fpirit they continued till the Re- 
fioration ; when theij- hopes of happinefs by his majef- 
ty were quickly put an end to, and Charles proved 
infinitely more their opprefTor and perfecutbr, than the 
Commonwealth of England^ or Cromwell, — By virtue 
of a letter from the king, a proclamation was iiTued by 
the privy*council, for eftabli(bing epifcopacy in Scci^ 
land. This was confirmed by the parliament in 1662, 
who, in imitation of the Englijh^ enabled alfo a declara- 
tion to be fubfcribed, wherein the Solemn League and 
Covenant were termed unlawful, and their obligation 
faid to be void. Minifters who chofe not to receive ad- 

miffion 
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V 

they had a fixed, natural averfion. — — 

Great 



xniiHon and collation from biihops, as few of them did, 
vrere fcntenced by a£fcs of council to banifhment j and fuch 
as would not attend their fucceffors, were heavily fined, ac- 
cording to their circum (lances. That thefe are no calum- 
nies, will appear from the aft'of council againftminifters,* 
dated^ Edinburgh^ Dec. 7, 1665, in which *the lord^of 

* his majefty*s privy-council do command and charge all 

* minifters that have relinquiflied, or been depofed from 

* their miniftry, by their ordinary, within forty days, to 

* remove themfelves, their families and goods belonging 

* to them, out of their refpeftivc pariflies where they were 

* incumbents, and not to refide within twenty miles of 

* the fame, or within fix miles oi.Edinhurgh^ or any ca- 

* thedral church, or three miles of any burgh royal 

* within this kingdom ; or refide two of them within on« 

* parifh ; with certification, if they fail to remove them- 
^ felves as faid is, and to give exa<5l obedience hereunto 

* (unlefs they have the permii&on of the lords of the 

* privy-council, lords of his majefty's commii&on for 

* church affairs, or of the *bifliop of the diocefe), thc^ 
^ are to incur th^ penalties of the laws made againft 

* movers of fedition, and to be proceeded againft with • 
^ tl^at ftrid:nefs which is due to i^ great a contempt of 

' his majefty*s authority over church and ftatt. And 

* do hereby inhibit and difcharge all heritors and houfe- 

* holders, in burgh or land, to give any prefence or 

* countenance to any one or more of thofe minifters, re- 

* moved by this prefent aft, to preach or exercife any 

* aft of the office of a minifter: with certification if they, 
^ ^fcer publication hereof, {hall prefume fo tq do, they 

4 < aro 
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Great copiplaiats hereupon fpllowedi 
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^ are to be proceeded againft according to law : and 

* commanding and requiring all (heriffs, (^c. to make 

* diligent fearch within their refpedive jurifdifbions^ if 

* any fuch minifters as fall within the compais of this 
^ or the two other ads of council aforefaid, do reAde 

* within the bounds therein prohibited, and to feize up« 
^ on and imprifon their perfons, ay and while thej find 
^ fufficient caution to compear before the lords of his 

* majefty't council or commiffion {/)•* — On the nth 
0^« 1666, a proclamation was publifbed for procuring 
obedience to ecclefiaftical authority. . In this, after 
mentioning the a£b of parliament and council againft 
fuch as refufed obedience in church affairs ; and obfenr- 
ing that, through the negledi of their rigorous execu- 
tion, they had no% produced the elFed^ they might have 
done : after this, I fay^ ^ it charges and commands, iq 

his majefties name, all matters of families, th<it they 
caufe their domeftick fervants, grieves, chamberlains, 
and others entertained by them, to give obedience tq 
the laws aforefaid, and a£ls of council ; and particu- 
larly, that they frequent the publick worihip and or-: 
dinances at their own pariih -churches, and participate 
of the facraments, and abftain from all conventicles 
and private meetings ; and that they retain none in 
their icrvice but fuch as they will be anfwerable for j 
and in cafe of their difobedience, that they remove 
them out of their fervice immediately after intimation 
thereof by the minifler of the pariih : as alfo, that all 
heritors, landlords, and liferenters, who have grant- 
ed any tacks or rental to their tenants, which are yet 
{landing unexpired^ caufe their tenants ^d ^entailers 

•to 
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ill both Icingdoms ; as yr<^\ frcuT) f|ander$- 

by, 

f to give fufficient bond and (\irety for obieying the fai4 
^ VL&s o£ parliament and council,* and fpecially for fre* 
^ quenting publick worfliip and ordinances, as faid is, 
^ and abftaining from private meetings ; and, if nee4 

* be, that they raife letters under the fignet of our privy- 
f council, and charge jthem, for that eiFe£t, upon fix 
^ days ; and, in cafe of difobedience, to denounce them 

* to our horn, and regiftrate the fame; for which end, 

* warrant is given to diripft letters, in their name, againft 
f all and fundry their tenants and rentallers : and we do 

* declare, that we will give and beftowtheefcbeats, fall- 
^ ing to us by thefaid hornings, upon the landlords and 
^ fetters 6f thefe tacks and rentals, in fo far as may be 

* extended onto : recommending hereby to our treafurer- , 
^ principal, and treafurer-dcpute^ and others of our ex- 

^ chequer, to grant the fame accordingly : and in cafe 
^ the tenants be removeable, and refute to give obedi- 

* ence, that they warn and purfue them to remove, and 
*' obtain decreets of eje£lion againft them : and that no 

* heritor, landlord, or liferenter, fet their lands hereaf- 

* ter to any perfon, by word or writ, but to fuch as they 

* wilLbe anfwerable for, as faid is : and that they take furety 

* from them, by provifions and obligements to be infert 

* in their tacks, or otherwife by bond apart, in cafe there 
< be no writ, that the faid tackfmen, rentallers, and all 

« 

' others their htndes, cottars, and fervants, who fhall 
^ live under them upon the faid lands, fliail give abedi- 
f ence in manner aforefaid ; otherwife, that their tacks, 
S rentals, and whole intereft, right, and pofTeffion, {hall 
^ be void and expire, ipfo 'faHo^ as if they had never 

* been 
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by^ as the fufferers. To filence whichj 

declara- 



(^}u.^ss< 



been granted ^ and that without any declarator, or fur* 
tber proceis, and then as now, and now as then, that 
they ihall renounce all right that they fhall have there- 
to, and {hall remove themfelves without any warning; 
and in cafe of failure, the landlords and others are to 
charge and denounce them in manner aforefaid. As 
likewife that all magiftrates of royal burrows take fpecial 
care and notice, and be anfwerable, that the burgcfles 
and inhabitants be obedient to the aforefaid a^s of par- 
liament ahd council $ and that they caufe charge fucb 
of them as they (ball think fit, and are fufpeded, to 
give bond . and furety, as faid is : and for the magif^ 
trates own relief, in cafe they contravene, and if they 
fail, to denounce them in manner aforefaid : with cer«. 
tification that all mafters of families, landlords, an4 
magiftrates of burghs, who (hall not give pun&ual o- 
bedience in manner above written, that they ihall he 
liable to the faid pains and penalties due to the con- 
traveners, t^c. {g)* In an a£l, * Anent field con- 
venticles,' in 1670, it is ordained, * that no outed 
miniflers who are not licenfed by the council, and no 
other perfon not authorized or toUerate by the bifhop 
of the diocefe, prefume to preach, expound fcriptiire, 
or pray in any meeting, except in their own houfes and 
to thofe of their own family : and that none be pre- 
fent at any meeting without the family to which they 
belong, where any not licenfed, authorized nor tole- 
rate, as faid is, (hall preach, expound fcripture or pray : 
declaring hereby, all fuch as ihall do in the contrary, 
to be guilty of keeping conventicles 3 and that be or they,- 

* who 
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declarations of indulgence were iflued 

forth, 

* who fliall lb preach, expound, or pray, within any 

* houfe, (hall be feized upon and imprifoned, till they 
^ find caution, under the pain of five thoufand merks, 

* not to do the like hereafter, or elfe ena£t themfelves 

* to remove out of the kingdom, and never return wlth- 

* out his majefty's licence ; and that every perfon who 

* fiiall be found to have been prefent at any fiich meet- 

* ings, (hall be, toties quotiesj fined, according to their 

* qualities, in the refpc6Hve fums following, and impri- ^ 

* Toned until they pay their fines, and farther, during the 
^ councils pleafure : viz. each man or woman, having 

* land in heritage, liferent, or proper wadfet, to be fined 

* in a fourth part of his or her valued yearly rent ; each 

* tenant, labouring land, in twenty-five pounds Scots ; 

* each cottar, in twelve pounds Scots i and each ferving- 

* man, in a fourth part of his yearly fee. And where 
^ merchants or tradefmen do not belong to o( refide 

* within burghs royal, that each merchant or chief 

< tradefman be fined as a tenant ; and- each tnferiour 

* tradefman as a cottar* And if any of the 4)erfons 
^ abovementioned ihall have their wives, or any of their 

* children, living in family With them, prefent at any 

< fuch meeting; they are therefore to be fined in the half 
> of the refpcftive fines aforefaid,confideration being had 

^ to their feveral qualities and conditions. And if the 

* mafter or miftrefs of any family, where any fuch meet- . * 

* ings fhall be kept, be prefent within the houfe for the 
^ time, they are to be fined in the double of what is to be 
^ paid by them, for being prefent at a houfe conventicle, 

< mmmm And whofoever, without licence or authority 

* aforefaid. 
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* afbrefaid, Aall preach, expound fcripture, or pray^ at 
c any meetings in the field, or in any houfe where thcit 

* he more perfons than the houre contains, fo as fbroe 

* of them be without doors (which is hereby declared 
^ to be a field conventicle), orWhofhall convocateany 
' number of people to thefe meetings, (hall l>e punified 

* fvtth death f and confifcation df their goods. And it b 

* hereby offered and afTured, that if any of his majefty's 

* good fubje£ls (hall feize and fecure the perfons of any 

* who fhall either preach or pray at thefe field-meetings, or 

* convocate any perfons thereto, they fliall, for every fuch 
' perfon fo fcized and fecured^ have £ve hundred merks 

* paid to them, for their reward, out of his majeflys 

* treafury, by the comnaiflioners thereof i and the £ud 

* feizers and afllflants are indemnified for aoy flaughter 
^ that (hall be codimitted in the apprehending and fe- 

* curing of them. And as to all heritors, , and otheni 
^ « who fball be prcfent at any of thefe field-cohventiclcs^ 

* it is declared, they are to be fined, toties quotieSj in the 

^ double of their refpe£Uve .fines appointed for houfe^ 

* ^ conventicles ; but, pcejudice of any other puoifliQieflt 

^ due to them, by law, as feditious perfons and dtfturb- 

* ers of the peace and quiet of the kirk and ktng- 
[h) Id. f . * dom {by ■■■> Thefe were cruel laws indeed f and 

'S*^* they were mofl barbaroufly executed t>y Sir Jdme$ Tw- 

ntr^ General Dalziel, the Highlanders, thefiiflh)ps, and 

(/) See ^'^^^ Clergy (/). ^ * Thofe who governed Scotland^ 

Buriiet, voj. < under Charles II. in tlie latter part of his reign,* fayi 
Mr. Mallet^ • with no lefs cruelty than impolicy, made 

* the people of that country ilefperate ; and then plun- 

* dered, imprifoned or butchered them for the natural 

* efFeds of fuch defpair. The befi and wordiiefl men 

•were 



CHARLES THfi SECOND* nf 

* were often the obje^s of their tnoft unrelenting fury. 

* Under the title of fanatics, or fedltious, they afFefted 

* to herd, and, of courfe, perfecuted whoever wilhed 
^ well to his country, or ventured to ftand up in de*> 

* fence of the laws and a legal government, I have * 

* now in my hand^ the copy of a warrant, figned by King 

* CA/7r/fjhimfelf,for military execution upon them with- 

* out pfocefs or conviction : an4 1 know that the ^rr]f /- 
^ naJ is fttll kept in the fecretary's office for that part of 

* the united kingdom (i)/ Oppreffion, indeed, to*Am*»S 

fttakes wife men mad : and fuch oppreflions as thefe, and Theo- 
wUl account for and juftify the infurrei^^ions at Bothwell J^^ fj^ 
and PentUmd'^ and make us ready to wonder at the ftu*- 

fiidity of a nation, who did not arm, as one man, againft 
a government fo unnatural and tyrannical. 

* If 'meant the bleffing, he becomes the bane ; 

* The wolf, not (hepherd, of his fubjed flock ; 

* To grind and tear, not Ihelter and protect ; 

« Wide-wafting where he reigna : ■ ■■■■■■ to fuch n 

' prince, 
^ Allegiance kept, were treafon to mankind ; 

* And loyalty, revolt from virtue's law/ 

Mallett, 

M<mtefquuu\\2S well expofed the wretched policy of 
fuch deteftable proceedings, in the following manner : 
•— — * If we may reafon without prejudice,* fays he, ^ 

* I know not but variety of religions may be ufeful in a 

* ftate. It is obferved, that the followers of a religion, 

* which is only tollerated, arc generally more fervicea- 
< blc to their country than thofc who are of the efta- 

«blilhed 
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bliflied religion : for being (hut out from all honours, 
and having no^way to diftinguifh themfelves but by 
their opulence and wealth ; they are naturally led to 
obtain thofe advantages by their labour, and £6 to em- 
brace the mod painful employments in the fociety. 
BefideSi as all religions contain precepts ufeful to fo* 
ciety ; the more zealoufly they are obferved, the 
better. Now what can be more likely to animate that 
zeal, than the multiplicity of religions? , They are 
fo many rivals that never fpare one another's failings. 
The jealoufy defcends even to every private membor; 
every one (lands upon his guard, and is fearful of do- 
ing any thing that may bring a fcandal upon his fe6t, 
and expofe it to the contempt and unforgiving cen- 
fures of ifs adverfaries. Accordingly it has always 
been obferved, that a new {t& in a ftate 1$ the fureft 
means of corre£ling all the abufes of the old. It is 
in vain to fay that it is the prince's intereft not to al- 
low of variety of religions in his kingdom. Though 
all the feiSts in the world were to get together in it, be 
would not be at all prejudiced by it : for there is not 
one but what prefcribes obedience, and preaches up 
fubmii&on. I confefs, hiftories are full of religious 
wars. But do not let us take the thing wrong : it 
was not the diverfity of religions that occafioned thefe 
wars ; it was the untoUerating fpirit of that which 
thought (he had the power in her hands. It was that 
fpirit of profelytifm which the Jews caught of the 
Egyptians ; and which from them was communicated, 
like an epidemical infection, both to the Mahometans 
and Chridians. In a word, it was the fpirit of en- 
thuflafm i which, in its progrefs, can be looked up« 
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forth by the crown (lll), by virtue of 

adif- 

* on as nothing elfe but a total eclipfe of human reafon/ 

* For, in (hort, tho' there was nothing of inhumanity in 

* forcing the confciences of others ; tho' it occafioned none 

* of thofe ii] efFefts which fpring up from it by thoufands j 

* a man muft be a fool to offer at it. He that would have 
' me change my religion, does it, no doubt, becaufc he 
** would not change his own if he were to be forced to 

* it : fo that he wonderi I will not do a thing, which,' 

* perhaps^ he would not do himfelf for the empire of the 

^ univerfe (/}.' . ,W Perfian 

(lll) Declarations of indulgence were ijjued by the ii. p. 39. 
rrpwn — and bills of comprehenjion framed for the appro* "«n°'Londi 
tation of parliaments^ The aft of Uniformity raifed great 
clamours 5 and drew down many reproaches on the 
king; The declaration of Breda^ and after* promifes of 
ieafe and liberty to tender confciences, made by him, , 

were brought to remembrance, and contrafted with that 
vigorous law. Td filcnce and fatisfy, in fome meafurej 
the fufferers ; a declaration was publi(hed by his majef- 
ty,-by the advice of his privy-council, dated, Dec, 26^ 
1662 ; in which^ after taking not!ce of the cenfures palT- 
ed on hifi condudl in this and other matters, and endea- 
vouring to vindficate himfdf, he proceeds to fay, * Wfe 

* remember well the very words of our promifes front 

* Breda ■: — we remember well the confirmations we 

* have madt of them fince^ upon feveral occafions, in 

* pArliament;^; and as all thefe things are ftill freih in 
^ our memofy, fo we are ftill firm in our refolution of 

* performing them to the full. But it muft not be won- 

* dered at (fince that parliament to which thofe promifes 
' were made, in relation to an act^ never thought fit to 

Vol. II. K , * offer 
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a diipenfing power claimed by it, and 

biUs 



(iff) Seethe * oSer US any to that purpose (/n), that, being (b zeal- 

VumTu] * °"* ** ^® ^^^ (^'^^^ ^y *^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^' ^^* ^^'' 

Journals, at * bc), for the maintenance of the true protcftant rdi- 
the note**^ * 6^^"> finding it fo {haken (not to fay overthrown) as 
(ww). , • we did, we ihould give its eftablifliment the preceden- 

* cy before matters of indulgence to diffenters from it* 

* But that once done (as we hope it is fufficicntly by 

* the bill of Uniformity), we are glad to lay hold on this 

* occafion to renew unto all our fubje£ts, concerned in 

* thofe promifes of indulgence by a true tendernefs of 

* confciencc, this affurance : That as, in the firft place, 

* we have been zealous to fettle the uniformity of the 

* church of England^ in difcipline, ceremony, and go- 

* vernment, and ihall ever conftantly maintain it : fo, 

* as for what concerns the penalties upon thofe who 

* (living peaceably) do not conform thereunto, through 

* fcruple and tendernefs of mifguided confcience ; but, 
' modedly and without fcandal, perform their devotions 
^ in their own way : we fliall make it our fpecial care, 
^ fo far as in us lies,^ without invading the freedom of 

* parliament, to incline their wifdom, at this approach- 

* ing feffions, to concur with us in making fome fuch 
^ z&j for that purpofe, as may enable us to exercife^ 

* with a more univerfal fatisfaflion, that power of dif- 

* penfing which we conceive to be Inherent in us» Nor 

* can we doubt of their chearful co-operating with us 

* in a ihing wherein we do conceive ourfelves fo far en- 
^ gaged, both in honour, and in what we owe to the 
^ peace of our dominions, whkh^ we profefs we can 
' never think /ecure whilft there fhall be a colour lek 

« to 
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bills of comprehenfion were projefled, 

by 

* to the malicious and difafFedled to inflame the minds 

* of fo many multitudes upon the fcore of confcicnce^ 

* with defpair of ever obtaining any effeft of our pro- 

* miles for their eafe. ■ As we fliall always accord-. 

* ing to juftice retain, fo we think it may become us to 

* avow to the world, a due fenfe we have of the greateft 

* part of our romah catholick fubjefts of this kingdoiii 

* hiving defervcd well from our royal father of bleffed 

* memory, and from Us, and even from the proteftant 

* religion itfelf, in adhering to us, with their lives and 

* fortunes, for the maintenance of otir crown, in the 

* religion eftabliflied, againft thofe who, under the name 

* of zealous proteftants, employed both fire and fword 

* to overthfow them both. We (hall with as much free- 

* dom profefs unto the world, that it is not in our in- 

* tention to exclude our foman catholick fubjedls, who 

* have fo demeaned themfelves, from all fhare in the be- 

* nefit of fuch an aft, as, in purfuance of our promifes, 

* the wifdom of our parliament fliall think fit to offer 

* unto us for the eafe of tender confciences. It misht 

o 

* appear no lefs than injuftice, that thofe who defer ved 

* well, and continued fo to do, fliould be denied fome 

* part of that mercy which we have obliged ourfelf to 

* afford to ten times the number of fuch who have not 

* done fo («)/ — — ; They are cautioned, however, ^„^ Kcq. 

aeainft the prefumption to hope for a toleration of "^''* ^n^- 

u - c IT T> 1 1 r r , . ter, p. 850. 

their proieflion, iJut the houfe or commons on their 
meeting, averfetoall methods of lenity, in an addrefs 
to the king, declaring it to be their opinion, * that it 
^ is in no fort advifeablc that there be any indulgence to 

K % ^fuch 
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by the friehds of moderation and ha* 

manity. 



* fach pcrfons as prcfume to diffent from the afl: of U- 
nai 2 F b' * "^formity («)/ his majefty acquiefced, and perfecution 
11662, ' was more triumphant. After the banHhment of 

Clarendon t the great promoter of the barbarous laws on 
account of religion; Shaft cjburyy Clifford^ and Buckings 
hamy ivho, together with Arlington and LatulerdaU^ 
made up what was called the cabal, took the l^ad* 
Thefe men, though for the moft part uiiprincipled and 

abandoned, had fenfe enough to fee the iniquity of the 
laws in being, and the folly of executing them. By 
their inftigation another declaration was publifhedy 
March 15, 167,*, in which, after mention being made 
of th^ fruitlefnefs of twc4ve years rigour, bis majefty^ 
declares it to be his will and pleafure, * that the execa- 

* tion of all and all manner of penal laws, in matters 

* ecclefiaftical, againft whatfoever fort of non-conform- 

' ids or recufants, be immediately fufpended ; and that 

* allowance would be granted of a fuflS-cient number of 
^ places, in all parts of the kingdom, for the ufe of fucb 

* as do not conform to the Church of Englfmd^ to meet 

* and af&mble in, in order to their public worfliip sgnd 
♦. devotion.' The recufants of the roman catholic reli- 
ligion were, however, excepted ; to whom' no places of 
public worfhip were allowed, but only an^ indulgence ia 
the common exemption ftom the execution of the pe- 
nal laws, and the exercife of their worfhip in their pri- 
vate houfes only. 

An indulgence likewife was iflued out in ScotlandySept^ 

3, 1672. Mr. Lode tells us, * the bifliops took 

^ fo great an offence at thi» declaration, that they gave 

^th« 
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cnanitfi for the approbation of the par- 
liament. 



' the alanfi of popery through the whole nation ; and, 

* by their emiflarics, the clergy (who, by the contexture 
< and fubordl nation of their government, and their be- 

* ing pofted in every parifh, have the advantage of It 

* quiclc difperiing their orders, and a fudden and uni- 

* verfal infmuation of whatever they pleafe), raifed fuch 

* a cry, that thofc good and fober men, who had really 

* long feared the incrcafe and continuance popery had' 

* hitherto" received, began to believe the bifhops 

* were in earneft, their eyes open though late, and therc- 

* fore joined heartily with them ; fo that, at the next 

* meeting of parliament, the proteflant Jntereft was run 

* io high, as an a£t came up from the commons to the 

* houfc of lords in favour of the diffenting proteftants, 

* and had paflied the lords but for want of time "i be- 

* fides, another excellent aft pafTed the royal aflent, for 

* the excluding all papifts from offioej in oppofition of 

* which the Lord Treafurer Clifford fell, and yet to pre- 

* vent his ruin this feflions had the fpcedier end. Not- 

* withflanding the bifliops attained theirends, thedecta- 

* ration being cancelled, and the great fea! being broken off 
' from it J the parliament having pafTcd no aft in favour 
' of the difTenterB, and yet the fenfc of both houfes /uf- 
' ficiently declared againd all indulgence but by afl of 

* parliament. Having got this point, they ufed it at 
' firft with feeraing moderation ; there were no general 

* dire£tions given for perfecuting the no n- conform ifts, 

* but here and there fomc of the moft confiding juflices 

* were made ufe of to try how they could revive the old 
f profecution : for as yet the zeal raifed againft the pa- 

K 3 ' ' pifli 
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liament : ■ ■ > ■ all which were, through 

various 

^ pifts was fo great, that the worthieft and the fobereft 

* of the epifcopal party thought it neceflary to unite ivith 
^ the difTenting proteftants, and not to divide th*eir party 

ip) Letter c ^hcn all their forces were little enough (p).' It ap- 
of Quality, pears, indeed, hy Grefs Parliamentary Debates, that 
jnTorbuck'i ^^jg declaration was warmly debated and greatly oppofed 

Parljament- .,,- t/., r ° r - 

ary Debates, Ui the houie ; e vcn by luch as were foes to perlecution , on 
voj. i. p. 78, account of the difpeniing power on which it was found- 
ed. Mr. Powle * would comply with the king to do^ 

* in a legal way, as now the declaration did in an ille- 
« gal. He conceived, if the king can difpenfe with 

* all penal laws ; he may difpenfe wfth all laws with a 

* non objlante. — T'he confequence of this,' faid he, 
' is direfyl : the king, by this, may change religion as 
^ he pleafes : we are confident of him, but know not 

rf)Voi.ii. 'what fucceflion may be (j).' The majority of the 

^' ^^* houfe, being of like fentiments, concurred in an ad- 

dref^. Fib, 14th following; in which they fay,' * we 

* find ourfelves bound in duty to inform your majefty, 
' that penal ftatutes, in matters ecclefiaftical, cannot 

* be fufpended but by afl: of parliament.' — rThe king 
was not well pleafed with this addrefs, but feemed 
to infift on his difpenfmg power, The ^pmmons, 
notwithftanding, being fixed ; and a fupply for his 019- 
jpfty un4cr confideration j he ^t length told both 
houfes, * that if there was any fcruple remained yet 

* with them, cor;cerning the fufpenfion of penal laws? ; 
^ he faithfully promifed them, that what had been done 
^ in that particular, (hould not, for the future, be drawn 

(f) four- * into confequenpe or example (^)/ Thus was the in- 
March ^u!t*ence quaflied, Bu; as the commons now were 
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> various caufes, rendered ineffedtual for 

the 

not averfe to a legal toleration, they * rcfolvcd, upon 

* the queftion, mmine contradicente^ that a bill be brought 

* in for the eafe of his majefty 's fabjc£ls that are diflent^ 

* ers, in matters of religion, from the Church of Eng- 

* land[ry A bill", after long deliberation, was framed; W Jottraa** 
and being read, it was refolved, 19th March^ 1672, 

O.S. • that the bill do pafs ; and Mr. PW/ was to car- 

* ry up the bill to the lords (j).* The lords propofed W ^^ 
fome amendments ; and conferences were held between 
thehoufes : but it came to nothing. In 1680, the lords 

and commons paiTed a bill, intitled, < An adl for the rie- 

* peal of a ftatute made in the 25th year of Queen Eli^ 

« zabcth^ in order to give eafe to the diffenters (/) j* but (0 M. 2^^ 

the court, Jjeing mad againft them for their adherence to 

the intereft of their country and their aflivity in op- 

pofing the deftruftive fchemes then on foot, by an al- 

moft unheard-of trick, got the bill ftole from the table, 

when it was, in courfe, to have received the royal af* 

fent. This was taken notice of. in the next parliament^ 

by many very confiderable members ; and, among others, 

by Sir Pf^tlliam Joneiy who faid, * This matter deferves 

' material confideration ; whether in refpeft of the lofs 

* of the bill, or the (baking the very conftitution of par- 

* liament; The bill that is loft,' continued be, ' is of 

* great moment; and of great ufe to fecure the country-, 
' and, perhaps, their lives too, in the timje of a popifh 

* fucceffor. Thofe men that hindered the paiSag that 
^bill, had a profpeA of that ; and if it be fent up again, 
^ we are )ike to meet with great oppofition. But be the 

JC4 *bill 
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$he purpofes intended. Dnripg the^ 

^ranlV 



. ^ bill what it willy th^ precedent is qf the highcft confe- 
^^uetice. The king has his negative to all bills; but 
f I never knew that the clerk of the parliament bad 4 

* negative, if he laid it afide^ or not. But confider, if 
f we fend up many good billS) if this be not fearched in- 
^ to, we may be deprived of them. No many that knows 
^ law or hiftory, but can tell, that to bills grateful and 
f popular the king gives his confent ; but if this way be 

< found out, that Ifills fliall be thrown by, it may he 

< hereafter faid, they were forgotten and laid by > and 
f fo we {hall never know whether the king would pais 
^ them or not. If this be fuffered, it is in vain to fpen4 
^ time here, and it will be a great matter to find time tQ 

* redrefs it. I move, therefore, that a nrieffage be fept to 
f the Iprds for a conference, that fome way may be found 

(«) Grey's « out to give US fatisfaftion in this great matter («).* 
ary Debates', A meflage, accordingly, was refolved to be fent to the 
vol. viii. p. lords, to dcfire a conference ; and a committee appoint^ 
? ' ed, to confider of and prepare the fubjc6l-matter to be 

(x) Jour- offered at the faid conference (jp). But this, and every 
Mar.^^68I. Other thing in agitation in the houfe, was foo|i put ao 
end to by the fudden difTolution of the parliament. Af- 
ter this, the penal laws, againfl the diflenters, were ex-* 
(Bcuted in their fiill rigour. As to the bills of Compre- 
henfion, mentroncd in the text, thefe were projected by 
Bridgman and Hale^ affifted by Tillotfon^ ^tilling^et^ 
and Burton^ on the one hand ; and by Bates^ Mdnton^ 
and Baxter^ on the other. Their defign was, by alte^ , 
rations and amendments, to take in as many as poffib)e 
into the eftablifhnnicnt, atid §ivc a toleration to allotherf 
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tranfadions, the attention of the nation 
was dra^yn to the jPopifli Plot(MMM), 

difco- 

who remained unfatisfied. But though more than on# 
attempt was made ; and times, under this reign, greatly 
varied j nothing was done to any purpofe, througji the 
zeal and bigottry of feme of the ecclcfiaflics, who weye 
alarmed at the leaft talk of fuch matters ( y). ' ^. W .^.? 

. n-i * ' /. F • 7 F Birch • Lifi- 

(mmm) The attention of the nation was drawn to the ofTillotfon, 
Pqpijh Plot.'] Never any thing made more noife than this ^' '♦*• *^®r 
affair : never any thing, perhaps, in the opinion of fon^ ' 
perfons, had lefs foundation. " That I may be im- 
partial, I will, however, confider the evidence for and 
againft'it with all the care that is in my power. — ^ 
The Popifh Plot, it is to be obfervcd, wa? founded^ 
chiefly, on the teftimony of Titus Oats\ though after- 
wards fupported by that of (eyeral other perfons. Now 
if he himfelf was a man unworthy of belief, or the tet 
timony given by him falfe or incredible, it {s. very cer- 
tain, no regard ought to have been paid unto him. 

J. Oats himfelf wa$ a bad man/ Iniincerit]|r, in the 
profeifion of religion, is a proof of this :, and Oqts*s inw 
^ncerity is allowed by himfelf, and, as far 2$ appears, 
without bluihing, at the bar of the houife of lord^. ^ Iii 
? the year ( — 76),- fays he, * I was admitted into the 
.^ fervice of the Duke of Norfolk^ as chaplain in bis * 

f houfe \ and there I came accj^uainted with one Bing^ 
f that wa^ a prieft in the houf<^. Af)d bejng acquaintec} 
< with him, there came one Kemijh very often tQvifit him, 
f and one Singleton i who told nie, that I fbould find that 
; the prateftant rieljgion was upon it» Uft leggs ; and that 
i it vfoold UeQoane me. and ^1 men of my coat (for then 
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difcbvered by Oates^ and fupported, as it 



was 



* I profcflcdmyfclf aminiftcr of the Church of England)^ 

* to haften betimes home to the Church of Rome. My 

* lords, having had ftrong fufpicions for fome years be- 

* fore, of the great and apparent growth of popery, to 
. • fatisfy my curiolity, I pretended fome doubts in my 

* mind. My lords, after fome time had paffed over, 
' and I had had fome converfation with thefe men, I 

* found they were not men for my turn ; becaufe, being 

* regular men, they were not men who had any great 

* degree of learning. Afterwards, my lords, I met with 

* one Hutchinfon : I found him a faintlike man, or one- 
'* that was religious for religions fake : and him I found 

* not for my turn neither^ for, my lords, my defign was 

* to deal with their cafuifts, that is, thofe of thefociety. 

* After that I had obtained the favour from him to have 

* fome conference with one of the fociety, I found 

* they were the men for my turn ; becaufe I found 

* they were the cunning politick men, and the men 
, ^ that .could fatisfy me. After that I had had fome 

* difcourfe widi them, I pretended to be convinced by 
^ their arguments : and, my lords, after that I had thus 

, * acknowledged my conviftion, I defired to be recon- 

* ciled i and, accordingly, on Jfo Wednefday^ ^^1^ 
fff^^^^j" * I was reconciled (z).V' . * Burnet fays, upon afk- 

p. 25. foU m^Oatesy *What were the arguments that prevailed 

^6S^i' * ^^ ^™ ^^ change his religion, and to go over to the 

* Church of Rome? he ftood up, and laid his hand up- 

* on his breaft, and faid, ** God, and his holy angels, 
*' knew, that he had n^ver changed j but that he had 

(^) Vol. I. <6 gone among them on purpofe to betray them (tf).*' 
And, if he may be believed^ betray them be did : for. 
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was fuppofed, by Coleman^s letters, and 

the 



* the jefuits having given hitn ten pountis to carry let- 

* ters to Madrid \ he, by the way, broke up the. letters, 

* and afterwards revealed their contents (^).' ■ ' He . (*) ^^'^^ 

* was moreover, according to, Burnet^ proud and ill- pJot,** p. a! 

* naturcd;'haughty, but ignorant* "——He was oncp pre- ^^^ ^"4? 

* fented for perjury ; but he got to be chaplain to one of 

* his majefty's ihips, from which he was difmifled upon 
^ complaint of fome unnatural praSices, not to be 

* named/ A very hopeful evidence, truly ! Lord 
Stafford^ in his defence, obferved, * that any man that 
^ ihall pretend himfelf to be a papift, for what end foever 
< it be that he fo pretends, and dilTembles with God Al* 

* mighty, >vhich he muft do to a great height in rtc^v-- 
^ ing that facrament, which is, by your lord(hips ana the 
' houfe of commons, declared to be grofs idoUtry, is not 
^ eafily to be efteemed a witnefs. I appeal to your lord* 
^ ihips, to the^houfe of commons, and every body, who- 
^ ther fuch a fellow, that will abhor his religion, let 
^ him do it for any ends in the world, be a man to be 
^ credited ; and efpeclally engaging in fuch a way, to 
^ fuch an hcighth, in that which his confcience tells him 
^ is idolatrous, is not a perjured fellow, and ho com- 

* pleat witncfs I No Chriftianj but a devil, and a wit- ' 

^ nefs for the devil ic),* (0 Try^l, 

2. Oatefs narrative is abfolutely incredible. Cain it ^" 
be fuppofed that letters containing treafon, high treafon, 
fbould be intrufted to a new convert ? That jefuics 
would fubfcribe their names to letters of fuch a nature 
in his prefence, and permit him to fee and read them ? 
That they fhculd teJJ him, * they would not let the 

♦ Black 
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the murder of Sir Edmondhury Godfrey^ 

It 

< Black Baftard go to his grare in peace (meaning dit 
^ King of England) ; for that he had cheated them fo 
^ often, and that now they were reiblved to be ienred 
f fo no more ; and that the duke's paflport was rcadj, 

* whenever he flioixld appear to ful them ? ' Is it cre- 
dible that the fathers of St. Omers ihould dire£l Tuch a 
man to compofe letters for them, and fign thera ^rhen 
compofed, * praying the Englijb jefuits to profecufe their 
^ defign in taking away the king ; and if his royal high- 

* nefs (hould not comply with them, to difpatch hJm 

* too : for they did fear, that never any of the Stuarts 

* were men for the effcdling any of their ends and pur- 

* pofes ? ' — Will any reafonable man Imagine, that 
a provincial of jefuits would own, to fuch a one, that 
they employed perfons to burn the City of London^ 
and to plunder during the flames ? That they would 
communicate to him a plan for firing Weftminfter^ IVaptr 
ptngy Toofy'Streety Barnaby-Streety and St. Thomas Ap^f- 
ties ? A man, one would think, muft be capable of 
fwallo wing tranfubftantiation, who canbelieve thefethingf 
which are contained in Oates's narrative, and fwom bv 
him with ail folemnity ! But fomething rather more 
furprizing follows : Oates being thus intruded, Oaies 
having the lives of numbers at his mercy, was yet very 
ill treated by the provincial himfelf.. Hear his account 
of the matter. r * When the provincial faw the de- 

* ponent [0^/^j], he afked him. With what face he could 

* look upon him, fince he had played fuch a treacherous 
♦trick with them? and ftruck the deponent three 

* blows with his ftickj^ and a box on the car y and charg- 
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It was an intricate affair; attended with 

impro- 

* ed him with being with the king, slild a midiAer with 

* him, whom he fufpeftcd to ha^^e infi)rmed the king of * 

* thofe things : becaufe that Bedingfield had related, irt . 

* a letter to Blundel^ that the Duke of York had related 

* fome fuch thing to him \ and did therefore judge that 
^ it muft be the deponent that muft have been drawn int 

* by fome perfons to the fame. But at laft the provin- 
^ cial told the deponent^ that he was willing to be recon« 
^ ciled to him, if he would difcover what the parfon Was^ 
< bis name, and place of abode 9 to the end they might 

* be fecure of him ; and were refolved to kill him. And 
^ in the mean time the deponent was ordered to make 

* himfelf ready to go beyond the feas within fourteen 

* days, as he, the provincial faid, {d)* I obferve farther, W ^*"*'" 
that though the fentence paiTed on Oates by thejudges^ 

in the latter part of this reign, was adjudged in parlhr- 
ment, after tii^ Revolution, to be unprecedented, cruely 
and illegal; yet, after debate, a claufe was inferted 
in the bill for reverfing the judgments given againft him, 

* that, until the faid matters, for which the bi.it Oatei 

* was convi<%ed of perjury, be heard and determined irt 

* parliament, that the faid OaUi flball not be received 'm 

* any court, matter, or caufe whatfoever, to be a wit- 

* nefs, or give any evidence ; any thing in this- a£l, iif 

* any wife, contained to the contrary notwithftand* 

* ing [eJJ* What is this, but declaring him perjured f fy) toic 
and what ftrefs can be laid on the telKmony of fucfr a {|"^ ***** 

man? - ' Debates, 

3r Nor were the other principal evidences much bet- V^i^^ ^^ 
ler men, or deferring of more credit* Bidl9w^ by Vik 

OWitV 
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improbabilities of many kinds; but be-i 

lieved, 

• own confei&on, had fworn falfe]y ; and was told hj 

^ PVyld^ 2l worthy and antient judge, that he was a per- 

* jured man, and ought to come no more into courts, 
if) Burnet, ( jjuj. ^q go home and repent (/j/ Indeed he muft have 

^.Q^ * * been truly Oates^s fellow, if we may credit his ovirn ac- 
count. In. the title page of his < Narrative of the Plot 
^ for burning and deilroying the Cities of London and 
' Weflminfter^ be ftyles himfelf one of the popi(h com- 
f^> Lond. mittee for carrying on fuch fires (^). In the book itfelf 
i679» ^e have ^^ following paragraphs : * In the month of 

* *Junes 1676, it was my fortune to be at Parts j at the 

* Eriglijh convent of BenediSlim Monksj with whom I 

* had much ingratiated myfelf ; fo that at that time they 

* xepofed an entire confidence in me, as a fit instrument 
. • for their purpofes. Amongft other difcourfes that hap- 

* pened there about the great bufinefs, which they and 

* others were then moft vigoroufly carrying on, wz, to 

< fubvcrt the proteftant religion, and ptroducc popery 

* into England I they fell to .debate the feveral ways 

< and means preparatory thereunto, and what might be 

* the beft expedients to facilitate and accomplifh the 
^ fame : and as they did nothing without correfpondence 

* and communication of counfels from their fellow con" 
' fpirators in England', fo fome or one of them produced 

* feveral letters from London^ wherein were divers parti- 

* culars relating to the firing of the City and Suburbs of 
y London^ and other cities and eminent towns in England^ 
^ which was then and at all times concluded and aereed 

* to, by them, to be the chief way and aim oft only 

* il^eans irt their power, whereby to plain the way for 

* their defsgn : for they were unanimoufly of opinion, 

•that 
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lieved/ notwithftanding, by the wifcft 

and 



* that it was abfolutely neceflfary to weaken and ruin the 

* faid city of LoTtdon^ ere they could bring any of their 

* other contrivances to perfedion. ^ After this dif- 

* cduf fe, . they at laft pro<:eeded to afk nie^ whcthei* I 
^ would be affiftant to them in carrying on that bufinefs, 
' as I had been in the other great concern ; this being 

* one of the bcft expedients to ripen and pufh on that i 

* To which I readily feemed to affcht ; afluring them, 

* that I could and would do more therein than any other 

* could : magnifying what intimate knowledge I had of 

* all parts of London^ and fome other great trading ci- 
^ ties ; which did capacitate me to eiFe6t fuch a bufmefs 

* more certainly and fecurely than another. In fine,'- 
^ they, were extreamly fatisfied j and told mc, that When 
^ I came to England I (hould be joined as an aOiftant to 

* Father Giffhrdj for profecuting the faid affair. ' 

* In {hort, for near a twelvemonth before I came in to 
' make a difcovery, I had been employed to ufe all arts, 

* arid endeavours, to carry on this defign of firing the 

< City of London^ and other places about it ; and the 

* order and conduft of it, how, and where, to fet my 

< fires^ was left chiefly to my management ^ but with 
' < this limitation, that the jefuits, who were the^ mafter 

* incendianes, and my employers, were to fee and in- 
' fpe<Sl: how far and how fure I had laid my combuftibles 
*andfewel; which, accordingly, they did {h)* (A)M. p.a. 
This, I prefume, is fufficient for Bedloe^s cbaradter, 

. 4, Dugdakj TurbervUle^y Smithy and the Irijh evi- 
deoqes, were little better than knights of the pod } 

ready 
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and beft part of the nation. Many 

fuffbred 



ready to atteft any thing, or every thing, in order td 
fc Sd ^ obtain money to fupport thcmfclves in their vices (/). 
Tryalj and 5. It is alledged, that Coleman' s\cttets alone are fuf- 

Burnet, p. g^jep^ ^q deftrov all the credit of Gates's narrative, 
504<— 5C0. ' 

* For how could fo long a train of correfpondence be 
^ carried on by a man fo much trilfted by the party; and 
' yet no traces of infurredions, if really intended, of 
^ fires, maflacres, afiaffinations, invafions, be ever dif- 

(*) Home's c covered in any (ingle paflage of thcfe letters (i) ? * 

brcatBri- 6. It IS faid, that it feems utterly improbable 

**^«S^'*"' that Sir Edmondbury Godfrey was murdered by the 

papifts 'y though it was fworn, believed, and fome of 

that perfuafion were executed for the concern they were 

fuppofed to have had in it. ■ * Thefe teligioniftd 

> ^ [the papifts] could not be engaged to commit that 

* crime from policy, in order to deter other magiftrates 

* from a£ling againft them. Godfrey's fate was no way 
•capable of producing that eiFcft, unlefs it were pub- 

^ * lickly known that the catholicks were his fnurtherers ; 

* an opinion which, it was eafy to forefee, muft prove 
' the ruin of their party. Befides, how many magif^ 

* trates, ^during more than a century, had a&ed in the 

* moft violent manner againft them, without its being 

* ever fufpefted that any one had been cut o(F by afiaf- 
f fination ? Such jealous times as the prefent were, 

* furely, ill fitted for beginning thefe dangerous experi* 
^ ments. Shall we, therefore, fay that, the catholics 

- * were pulhed on, not by policy, but by blind revenge 

* againft Godfrey f But Godfrey had gh'en them little 

•or 
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feif^Fered fot it> protefting their inno* 

cency 

^ ^r po occaflon of pfFcnce ..in taking Oates^s evidence. 

* His part was meerly an a£l of form, belonging to hi^ 

* office J, nor couW he,' or any man in his fiction, pof- 

* fibly refufe it. In the reft of his condu(£l he lived on 
^ goo4 terms with the cathplics, and was far from diftin- 

* guifhing himfelf by his feverity againft that feft. It 

* is certain that he had contra£led an intimacy with 
^ Coleman I and took care to inform his friend of the 

* danger to which, by reafon of Oated evidence, he was 
^ at prefent expofed. ' We niuft, therefore, be 

* contented to remain for ever ignorant of the aftors in 

* Godfrey^ murder ; and only pronounce, in general, 
^ that that event, in all likelihood, had lio connexion, 

* one way or othei", with the popifli plot. Any man^ 

* efpeciaily fo adiive a m'agiftrate as Godfrey y might, in 

* fuch a city as London^ have many enemies, of whom 
^ his friends and family had ho fufpicloh. He' was a 

* nielancholy man ; aind there is fome reafon, notwith- 

^ ftanding all the pretended appearances to the contrary, ^ 

* to fufpe£l: that he fell by His own hands (/).* A^ i<*- 1\ 

7. All the peffons, who fiiffered for the plot, prd- 
tefted their innocency to the laft moment of their lives. 
This feems unaccountable upon any principles of hu- 
man nature ; arid is not to be paralleled in anticnt or 
modern ffory, on the/uppofition that they were guilty 
of the crimes for which they died. We are to remem- 
ber, that not only priefts, biit a nobleman, gentlemen, 
andperfons in loW ftations of life, all, uniformly, de- 
nied the fafts for which they were executed, 

. Vol. II, L let 
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cency in their kft moments. All thid 

had . 



Let us now fee what is faid on the other fide of ttie 
queftion. — — And, 

I. With regard to the charafler of the witneffes : rC 
IS replied, * That though thefc mens evidence might 

* not have been credited in other cafes ; yet, it is fit to 
^ confider witnelles in civil and criminal cafes. In civil 
^ cafes, men may make eledUons of whatwitnefles they 
^ pleafe ; and 'tis their fault if they make not ufe of men 

* of known integrity and repute^ that more credit may 
' be given to their evidence : and the end of civil a6li- 
*• ons and contrails is, that they may be known. But 
^ immoral and wicked a£lions are deeds of darknefs, 
^ and contrived fo as they may not be known ; (b that the 

* knowledge of them comes to pafs either from acci- 
^ dent, or from the confpirators themfelves : & if only 
' one man fees a murtherer, or thief, kill or rob another^ 
' if his teftimony (h^Il not be taken becaufe otherwife 
^ an ill man, multitudes of murthers and thefts might 

* pafs unpunifhed. So if Cicero^ when Fuhia firft dif« 

* covered Catiiinis confpiracy to him, bad told her, &k 
^ was a whore, and no credit could be given to any 

* thing fhe faid ; Rome might have been in flame, as 
^ London was, and all the fenators throats might have 

* been cut. But admit, no credit could be given to 
^ any or all thefe mehs teftimonies, who were all romaa 

* catholics j I. would know what obje£lion could be 

* made againft Mr. Jenifin (a gentleman of birth and 

* quality), who gave no evidence at Ireland! s^ IVake^ 

* man^$^ Pidirin^t^ 01 Grovi's tryals 5 and changed his 

♦rdigioHi 
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had no effcdt but the nation, being 

alarmed 

* Jrfigtoii when hfe heard that tnlgnd, who was his fa- 
« there confcflbr at his death, denied he was in town* 
« but in StaffardJhire^yilaeaOates and Groves* s maid faid 

* he was in Lnuhn in Juguft, 1678, and printed it, and 
the reafons of it ; and alfo at my Lord Siaford's 

« trial, in open parlJalnent dcpofed, that Ireland told 
' him, there was but one flood in the way, and that it 
^ was an eafy thing to poyfon the king; and that Sir 
Ueerge Waktman might eafily, and opportunely do if 
« and that in Juguft, 1678 (when Ireland, at his death,' " 
« declared he was in Staffordflnre), Ireland told Mr. %' 

* m/an, in Lontiin, when he was newly returned from 

* mndfor, how eafily the king might be taken ofF; and 

* a&ed Mr. Jeni/in, if he would be one of them who 

* Ihould go to fTindfir, and affift at the taking oiF the 
« king, and proffered Mr. 7^ »//«« to remit 200/. which 
« he owed Ireland, if he would. Then Ireland aflced 
« if he knew any ftout Iri/lmen ? who anfwered, he 

* knew Captain Levallitn, Mr. Kerhey, Brebal, 'and 

* Wtlfin. Ireland told him, he knew Levallion and Wtl- 
*fin ; and then Ireland afted him, if he would go with 

* them, and aiEft them in taking off the king ? After 

* this, Ireland ^oU Mr. Jenifin, he was going to the 
« club, where Mr. Coleman, Mr. Levallion, and Kemey 

* would be J and that he wanted 80/. which he dcfired 
^ « Mr. JenifoH to return him. Mr. jMi/on further de- 

* pofed, that his brother, Mr. Thomas Jenifon (a jcfuit), 
« faid, if C. R. will not be R. C. which he interpreted 

* to be, 5/ Carolus Rtx non effit Rex catholicui, non diu 
*fiiret Rex Carolusj and that it was no great fin to take 

^2 « him 
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alarmed with the fears of what tfaey 

imagined 

* him off. Mr. *Jenifon deiiring a new commiffion in the 
^ new-raifed army, his brother told him, he would pro^ 

* cure him one from the Duke of Tfork\ and that there 
^ was another army to be raifed, but this waa not to be 

* till the king was taken off: and this I (ay, that about 

* this time there was a general Fumour of a page being 

* killed upon a couch in the nighty at WindJoTj where 

* the king was laid but a little before \ and that the kin^ 

* upon the fright of it, came next morning to London', and 

* that it was Prince Rupert who, with much importuni* 

* ty, got the king (having been drilling hard before)- 

* from the couch, and put him to bed ; and that the page^ 

* who was killed afleep upon the couch, was wrapt up 
(m) Coke's « in the cloak the king was in (w).' 

©ctcrflion, ^^ However incredible Oaies^s narrative, at this dlf- 
zSi. tanceoftime, may feem; the plot, difcovered'by him, 

was believed by men of the firft diftinSion then^ 
and, in confcquence thereof^ thoCe who were convi<^d 
of being concerned in- it were deemed to have fuffercd 
with judice, by the moil refpe£kable peribnages of the 

kingdom. Sir fVilliam TCempU writes, ' I never faw 

^ greater difturbanCes at home, than had been raifed by 

^ the plot, aiidthe purfuit of it in the parliament; and 

^ obferved, thaft though it was generally Believed by both 

^ * houfes, by city and country, by clergy and laity ; yet,. 

* when I talked with fome of my friends in private, who 

* ought belt to know the bottom of it, they only con- 
^ eluded that it was yet myft^riouS ; that they could not 
^ {sLy the king believed it; but, however, that the parlia- 
^* ment and nation were fo generally and firongly pofleff- 

in) Works, ' cd with it, that it muft of neceffity be purfued as if it 
vol. iu p. «* were true, whether it was fo or no f »)."—— Alger^ 
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injagined was about tp befal them, and 

being 

non Sydney^ in a letter to Henry SavUle^ fays, * On Fri^ 

* day laft Harcourt^ Whiuhread^ and three other priefls, 

* were, at the Old Baily^ found guilty of tha^ plot, and 

* condemned as tray tors. On Saturday th^ like fentence 

* paffed uponLanghorne. The tryals were In all refpeds fair, 

* even by the confeiEon of the adverfaries. The arraigned 

* perfons placed all the hopes of their defence upon the in va- 

* lidatingOtf/^/iteftimony; to which end they had about 

* i6 witnefle3 fent from St. Omersy to affert, that they 

* ][iad feen him every day in May and June was a 

* twelvemonth at St. Omers^ and confequently he could 

* not be here as he doth affert ; but as three of them, 

* having been apprehended by Sir Will. Waller ^ at their 

* firft coming, told him they were come to be witneffes ; 
^ and teing alked, what they were to witnefs ? they 

* faid, they muft know that from their fuperiors : it 

* did plainly appear at the tfyal, that they were rea- 
« dy to fay whatever they were bid ^ and Oates did 

* plainly prove, by a knight and two of his fervants> 

* two proteftant parforis, a popifli prieft, and fome 

* others, that he was here at that time ; fo as his tefti- 

* mony w^s taken without difpute. This is a danger- 

* ous leading cafe for the lords in the Tower ^ whofe 

* principal hopes were to invalidate the teflimony of 

* Oatesy Bedloe^ and Dugdale; all which being confirmed 

* by the judgment of a jury, in the face of all London, 

* cannot be queftioned (<?).' And Lord Chief Juf- 

i\ce ScroggSy though a court tool, declared from the 
bench, on the jury's finding Green, Berry^ and Hilly 
guilty, * that if he had been one with them, he would 

* have found the fame verdicS ; and if,' faid he, * it 
f Were the laft word ^ were to fpeak in this world, I 

L 3 * fhould 
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being in great dread of what might 

hereafter 



P^gJT^ * fliould have pronounced them guilty (p).* — - We 
&c. p. 86. find, moreover, that it was refolved, nemine contradicente^ 
foL Lond. by the houfe of commons, « that they were fully fatif- 

* fied, by the proofs they had heard, that there is, and 

* for divers years laft paft had been, a horrid and trea- 

* fonable plot and confpiracy, contrived, and carried oi^ 

* by thofe of the popifli rcligiop, for the murdering bis 

* majefty's facred perfon; and for fubvcrting the pro- 
« teftant religion, and the antient and well-eftablifh- 

nJi^l ^m' * ^^ government of this kingdom (^).* The lords con- 
1678." curred in the fame vote, unanimoufly, the next day. 
At the tryal of Lord Stafford, after a full examination 
of the evidence, and an able defence made by his lord- 
fhip, Sir WiUiam Jones^ one of the managers for the 
commons, faid, *My lords, I think I may take leave tq 

* fay, that the plot, in ^general, hath been fufficiently 
^ proved. And if we confider what hath been proved 
« at former tryals (upon which many of the offenders 

* and tray tors have been executed), what hath beei^ 
^ publiflied in print, and, above all, Coleman's letters^. 
^ written all with his own hand, and for that reafon im- 

* poilible to be falfifkd; we may juftly conclude, there 

* is not a man in England, of any underftanding, bu( 

* muft be fully convinced of the truth of the plot in 

* general. I fhall fpare to mention the refoli^cions and 
^ declarations of two parliaments, and of both houfe^ 
« in thofe two parliaments without (as I remember)," 
f one diflenting voice, exprefling their full fatisfaftion 
^ of the reality of the plot j fo that, I think, now none 
? remain that do pretend not to believe it, but two fort5 

^ of 
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hereafter happen, caft about for . the 

means 



*ofperfons, the one thofe that were the confpirators 

^ in it, and the other thofe that wilhed it had fucceeded 

•and dcfire it may fo ftill (r)/ — Were all thefe per- cf^LoJ/^*^ 

fons wholly miftaken ? staffbrj^ p, 

3. It is admitted, that there are no clear traces of ' ^'' 
infurre^lions, fires, mafTacres, invafions, or aflaffinati* 
ens, in Coleman's letters,* as far as appears from what 
were publiihed. But what is the meaning of the ex« 
preffions I have before quoted, ' We are about a great 

* work, no lefs than the converfion of tnree king- 

* doms, and the total and utter fubverfion and fubduing 

* of that peftilent herede which has domineered over 

* great part of this Northern world a long time j there 

* never was fuch hopes of fuccefs fmce the death of 

^ Q. Afory (j j ? ' What the mczning of Coleman^ in WCole-1 
writing to the pope's nuncio, * that they had in agita- ^^/p. ni. 

* tion great deiigns, worthy the confideration of his 

* [the nuncio's] friends, and to be fupported with all 

* their power : wherein,' adds he, * we have no doubt 
^ but to fucceed j and it may be to the utter ruin of the 
^ proteftant party, if you join with us in good earned, 

^ and cordially fecond our intereft (/) ? ' — — Surely (t) M. p. t. 
one would be led, by thefe expreffions, to imagine fome 
deep-laid defigns againft the nation, intruded to foreign 
potentates, and promifed to be fupported by them. 
The fpirit of popery is enterprizing, and flicks at no 

means to accomplifhr its end. There is, amongfl 

QoUmarCs letters, one from the pope's nuncio, with 
whom he had correfponded at Brujfelsy dated, Rome^ 
Jan. 12, 1675, written fo obfcurcly, that the houfeof 

L 4 coqimons 
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means pf ikfety. « ■ ■ Thje Tcft A6t, 

which 



commons could not decypher it ; nor was Coleman hiin- 
fclf, though dlre£led to the Duke of York for the key, 
able tp mafter it. But the late very learned Dr. Lether^ 
Iqndy who had capacity, and induftry, and curiofity, fuf- 
ficient to furmount almoft every difficulty, applied him- 
felf to it, and very obligingly communicated to me the 
fuccefs of his endeavours. Here follows the letter, as 
far as he was able to difcover it. • What you propofe, 
*' touching the money which is in the caftle, cannot be 

* put in execution by the pope, but with the confent of 

* all the cardinals, and only in cafes comprifed in the 

• • • 

* bulls. You may then confider if, in the terms where- 
\ in are at prefent the affairs of 80204, ^^ would be to 

* purpofc, for the intereft of the duke, to make public 

* an aifair of fuch a nature as this, of which I affure you 

* with truth, and the duke may be perfwaded is what iii 

* cafe he fliall be one day the mafter of 3 204» 

* will imploy 6681272 and 5 108 1 26 and the credit for 
. W ^See^- « to affift to re-eftabliQi 5166. 81266. in 9981204 («)/ 
aifo page 25 Coleman^ in reply to this, after faying that be had been 
an^partii. ynfuccefsful in his endeavours to decypher this letter, 

adds : * But, Sir, though I underftand not all your 

* letter, yet V fee enough in it to afTure myfelf of the 

* pope, and of the emperor, and particularly of the inter- 

* jiuncio, in, all that concerns the affairs of the duke, 

* whereof you have promifed us yet new proofs. I 
^ (hewed that part of your letter to the duke, and he 

* commanded me to let you know how fenfible he is 

* thereof, and to give you thanks from him for it. I 

* find alfo you do not approve the difcourfe 1 ma^e yoi^ 

.-,. ."■■•■ . _• 

•in 

•ill 
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which had' received the Voyal aflent 

m 

* in my laft letter, which I do not at all wqndcr at, be- 

* caufe the fubjeft of that difcourfe is fo pipe, or deli- 

* cate, that many of the moft quick -fighted-perfons have 

* (hewed their weaknefs in the conduft of that affair^ 

* and have been fo entangled in it, that, after haying de- ' 

* clared themfelves \yith rnuchheat 2Lg2Xn& the manner of 

* proceeding of others, upon that matter, as bafe and dcr 

* teJiahUy they, within a while after, have become guilty 

* of the fajne bafenefs.' — — ^ What can thefe exprcf- 
fipns refer to ? not money, one would think, as Mr. 
Coleman interpreted aid and ajfijfance to be, at hjs 

4. Godfrey" & murder, prob^blyi was the work of tlje "^7^ 
catholics^ For though he had ' a kindnefs for the pcf- 

* fons of many roman catholics ; yet he always declared 

* a particular hatred and deteftation of popery. I fay this/ 

;&ys Dr. Lloyd^ * on purpofe to be remembered fbecaufe 

* fome wpuld have bim a papift, or inclined that way): 

* I never pleafed him with any duty I performed, at leaft 
^ he never thanked me for any, fo much as he did for 

f ^hofc fermons which I preach t here againft popery [y),^ 0)Fm)erai 
Lloydy we are to obfervc, was Go^jfrey's friend j and very ff "?2j ^' 
attentiye to every thing relating to his murder. Let us i^jl. 
hear him then, aijd judge from his evidence. — ^ * Now 
f I fpeak of difcoyery, methinks, I fee you all ftjrred up, 

* as it were, expelling that I fhould name you the per- 

* fons that did this bloody fa£l. I would I jcould^ for 
\ fundry reafons. But I cannot pretend to that* t can 

' only fay, with David^ they were wicked men. - 

f Since we know not wha they are who were the >a^- 

* thor« 
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in one thoufand fix hundred and feventy- 

two. 



thors of this wickednefi, at leaft can we find who they 
are that are not willing we ihould know it ? Xhejr 
that have praftifed and intrigued to this purpofe, to 
endeavour to hinder the fearcb» orthedifcovery ; if they 
knew what they did, we have reafon^o judge they were 
concerned for themfelves, or for their friends. Vou 
cannot but remember the duft that was raifed in the 
week when the fearch ihould have been made ; thofe 

calumnies and thofe various reports that went about, 
as it were, on purpofe to hinder the difcovery. One 
while, he had withdrawn himfelf for debt ; another 
while, he was married, and that not very decently ^ 
another while, he was run away with a harlot. ■ » 
At laft, when they knew what they intended to do 
with him, they prepared you to expe£l it, by giving 
out that he had killed himfelf. You know how impa- 
tient they were to have this believed. I was tok) it 
fome hours before the difcovery, that he vns found 
with his own fword through the body : others could 
tell that he had two wounds about him. Thefe things 
were found to be true fome hours after. But thcq 
they devifed fundry untruths to colour it. It was fug- 
gefted, it was done in diftradlion ; which, they faid, 
was an hereditary difeafe in his family : that his fa- 
ther and his grandfather had it before him: that 
this difeafe, being ftirred up by fome mifapj^rehenfi- 
ons, wrought that dire eiFe£t upon him to make him 
kill himfelf. Thefe things (from whatfoever author 
they came), being confidently faid, were as cafily bcr 
\ lieved hy them who knew nothing to the contrary*. I 

*s confefsjj 
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two, ^ for preventing the dangers which 
' might happen from popiih r^cufants, and 

^ quieting 

* confefs, I knew not what to think myfelf, till Ifaw the 

* contrary with my eyes. When Ifaw he was ftranglcd, as 

* well as thruft through, I foon confidered that no mai^ , 

* could kill himfelf both thofe ways, — For the melan- 

^ choly that was obferved in our friend, I think, none, 

* that knew him, ever thought it diftradion, or any 

* thing tending that way ; but a thoughtful nefsfometimes 
« that proceeded from the intricacy and multiplicity of 

* bufinefs : I believe the weightieft bufinefs that ever he 

* had, was that which made him fay fome days before 
^ his death, I am told, I fhall be knock'd on the head. 
^ He faid this in my hearing, without any great vifible 

* concern. He continued the fame he ever was in his 

* daily converfation ; ferious in bufmefs, but chearful 
^ and pleafant at other times. Thus he ufed to be al-^ 
f way. He was fo to the laft day of his living life j that 
*' is, to the hour we loft him. And how he was after- 
f wards, I fuppofe, they beft know that were the au- 

^ thors of thefe rumours (z). — : — If you know of any (*' ^^' ^t 

* that could not think themfelves fafe while he lived, you 

* have great reafon to believe you know the authors of his 
^ death. I have not fo far been priyy to his doings, as 
^ that I could be able to enter Into this fecret ; much 

* lefs to know of any perfonal malice againft him. He 
.^ that was fo tender-hearted, even to thofe whom he 
f punifhed, could not provoke any one to this height of 

* revenge. Much Icfs were they robbers, or any fuch 

^ poor rogues, that kill men for what they have. Thefc ^ 

^ di4 their work gratis : they left him all his money : 

* they 
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* quieting the minds of his majeity's 

* fubjeds/ 

* thty took nothing but his band, except papers. Tis 
f therefore very credible, that the authors had Ibme 

* other intereft (hat moved them to it. And that (eems 
/ rather to have been againft the government and the 

^ lavirs. They knew how firm he was in his duty to 

* both; and, perhaps, they had tried it in fomething 

'* elfe than we know of. If fo, they could not but think 

^ it worth their while to fend him out of the world, 

^ One that durft do his duty, when he knew whom, and 

* what, he ihould provoke by it ; one that would give fb 

* ill an example to other magiftrates, which, if follow- 

* ed, might be the ruin of their caufe ; what could they 
f think of fuch a man ? We cannot fcare him, wc can- 

* not bribe him ; but we can kill him. They coulJ 
f not have thought of a more compendious way than 

(#) Idi f . • that {a).* r Whether this amounts to a proof 

' ' that' the roman catholics were concerned in the death 

pf Godfrey^ may be a queftion : but whether he was 
murdered by himfelf, or by other3, can be none ; more 
efpecially if we add, * that when the body was found, 

* the furgcons depofed, on the tryal of Berry^ Greeny 

* and Hilly that his breaft was all beaten with fome ob- 

* tufe weapon ; his neck broken ; a fword run through 
' his body, but no evacuation of blood. Bcfides, adds 

* the furgeon, his bofom was open, and he had a flannel 
' waiftcoat and a Ihirt on ; and neither thefe nor any of 

^;,) p, j7. * his cloaths were penetrated [b). A great deal of gold 
*'^ Burnet, c ajpjj filver was found in his pocket.* Mr. Hume would 

vrv' ID 

418. * ^t^ve done well to have confidered this evidence, before 

'he 
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lubjcdts,* not being deemed fully fuffi- 

' ' cient ♦ 



he had fo peremptorily faid, ^ there was fome reafon to 
• fufpe£l that he fell by his owrt hands/ 

5* If the roman catholics were wholly innocent, why 
did they attempt to bribe, to blacken, to defame the 
evidences made ufe of againft them ? Innocency gives{ 
courage : guilt infpires fear ; and fear lays hold on eve* 
ry twig for fecurity. * One Reading, 2l lawyer,' fays 
ji. Sydney to H, SaviUe, * not long fincc, offered four 

* thoufand pounds, and three hundred pounds a year in 

* landj to Bedbe^ if he wouKj difavow the teftimony 

* he had given againft the lords of Pmaisy Bellaftsy and 
*^ Peters ; which being communicated to Prince ^2/^^r/, 

* and Earl of Effex, he brought Readings by their advice, 

* into a place where two witnefTes heard him: whefe- 

* upon Reading was apprehended ; and he havfng found 
^ means, whilft he was in the ferjeants hands, to fend a 

* letter to his wife to be delivered to Mr. Chyvins (de- % 

* firing to be admitted to the kings prefence, promifing 

* to tell great matters), his majefty refers him wholly to 

* the houfe of commons, and offers to iflue out a com- 

* miifion of oyer and terminer for his tryal, which will 

* be very fpeedy, if he fave not himfelf by difcoveries, 
^ This morning a letter was intercepted, wrhten to him 
*by his wife; wherein (be tells him, that every body 
^ fays he is a rogue ; and if he doth not confefe all, he 
••will be hanged, and flie, together with her children^ 

* ruined {c)* In another letter he writes, * Several priefts ^')^^^^^* 
« were taken the laft night; of which two confefs they 

* were fent over by all'means to endeavour to invalidate 
^ OaUs and Bike's teftimony. Reading was tJiis morn-> . 
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I 

cient for the purpofibs intended; a ncvr 
Tcft was devifed (nnn), whereby the 

members 



* ing iti the pillory, and is condemned to a years impri- 

* fonment,and 1 000 pounds fine, for having endeavoured 
(-flld.p.48. c to corrupt J5^^/^^ {d)» In (bort, perfons were convified^ 

and for ought appears juftly, of fuborning men to fwear 
(f) See buggary againfl: OateSj and of corrupting Dugdale {e)% 
Stafford's Does not this look fufpicious ?' 

wid Burnet] 6^ It is faid, there is nothing extraordinary in thede* 
vol. 1. p. i^jj^jg ^f jj^g pe; fons executed, at the time of their death* 
They pleaded innocency, it is true, to the laft : but po- 
pery has a bewitching power, and is capable of making 
its thorough votaries fay and do the moft faUe and vil« 
lanous things. * Thofe who ufe to extol all that relates 

* to Rome^ admire the conftancy of the five priefts cxc- 

* cuted laft week : but we fimple people,* fays Sydmf^ 

* find no more in it, than that the papifts, by arts for- 

* merly unlcnown to mankind, have found ways of rc- 
'* conciling falfliood, in the utmoft degree, with the 

* hopes of falvation ; and, at the beft, have no more to 

* brag of, than that they have made men dye with lies 
(/) uxttti, c i,^ their mouths (/).' What ftrefs, indeed, can 

be laid pn the afTertions of dying men, when, it is well 
known, that Bedloe and Turberville left the World aflert- 
ing the truth of their >evidence with regard to the plot ; 
though few men deny that they were infiainous, per- 

(g) North's jured wretches, and unworthy of the lead credit (g). 

/ord*p^2'-" — The reader, as he has a right, will determine on the 

4to. L. hd. whole evidence. 

iJt^*p,509'. (nnn)T^ A^s agaiofi papifts Wire framed.] Af- 
ter what we have feeo .oi the iniblent behaviour of the 

catholics^ 



I 

V 
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members of botfe hcmfts, and the king's 

and 



catholics^ and the great encouragement given la 
them {h) ; We are not to wonder that the zeal of the na- (b) Seenot« 
tion was raited againft them, and every method devifed 1^°°'* 
for hindering the fuccefs of their defigns. 

Hitherto fanaticifm had been the objed: of dread | 
and thofe ftiled fanatics, by means of a Teft, whereby 
the illegality of reflftance, and of the Solemn League and 
Covenant, w^re to be declared, and the Sacrament, ac^ 
cording to the rites of the church of England^ to be re** 
ceived, had been kept out of corporations. For it was 
fuppofed, that men, who believed the lawfulnefs of re- 
fiftance and the obligation of the Covenant, and diiliked 
the nv>de of adminiftration of the facrament, or thought 
it criminal, would not fubmit unto it* In a great mea- 
fure this anfwered the purpofe of the Minifter Hyde^ 
who took every method to deprive his adverfaries of 
power, and to efiablifh fuch as would fall into meafures 
lor the advancement of regal and ecclefiadical author!^ 
ty, ■■ « ■ In the midft of the ftorms which had fallen 
with fuch violence on the feveral k&s who conformed 
not to the public ritual y the papifts had been pretty fe* 
cure. It was now their turn tcp have fomewbat' 
of the fame treatment with other diflenters. On 
the 28th of Fib^ 1672, it was refolved, nem. con. in the 
houfe of commons, ^ that an addrefs be prepared, to be 

* prefented to his majefty, for fupprefling the growth of 
< popery : and that a bill be brought in, for incapacitate 

* ing all perfons, who (hall refufe to take the oaths of aU 

* legiance and fupremacy, and the facrament according 

* to the rices of the Church of Englandy of holding any 

* public 



i6o t H E LIFE OF 

and queen's fworn fervantd^ were obliged 

to 

{h) Jonnal * public employments, military or civil (£}.' The 

iidrtfs was dfawn ; aftd, ^ifh the Concurrence of the 
lords, prefcnted { and gracioufly rcceivfed. Nor waS fKc 
bill unminded: for, on the 12 th of March following, 
it was refolved, by the Commons, that the bill do pais ; 
and that thetitlebe, < An a£t for preVentihgdangers which 

(0 !«*• * may happen by popilh recufants(/)/ Bythis bill, which 
ibon pafled into a law, it is ena6led, Under {evere penalties. 
That all and every peKoh or perfons, as well peers zi 
commoners, that (hall bear any office or ofSces, civil 
6r military — (hall take the oaths of Supremacy and 
AllegianciB j — and (hall alfo receive the facrament of 
the Lord*s Supper^ according to the ufage of the church 
of England^ — in fome pari(h-church, upon fome Lord's 
day, immediately after divine fervice and fcrmon. A 
declaration a gainfttfanfubftantiation was required Iike<^ 
(k) Stit ^ife (i), ■ „ Bhrhet informs usj • that great pains 

?/». ' ' * were taken by the court to divert this bill: They 

* propofed, that fome regard might be had to proteftanc 

* diflcnters, and that their meetings might be allowed. 

* By this mearis they hoped td have fct them and the 

* church party into new heats ; for now all were united 

* againff popery. Lcveywho ferved ft)r thecity of Z^«<fo», 

* and was himfelf a diflenterj faw what ill efFefts any fuch 

* quarrels might have : fo he moved, that an e(Fe6lual 

* fecurity might be fbund againft popery; and that np- 
< thing might interpofe till that was done. When that 
^ was over, then they would try to deferve fome favour: 
^ but, at prefent, they were willing to lye u'lider the fe- 

* verity of the laws, rather than clog a more neceflary 

* work with their concerns. The chief friends of the 

^ r *fcas 



CHARLES THE SECOND. 161 

to make a folemn declaration of their 

« feas agreed to this (/). ' « Thus,' fay$ W Vol. 1. 

^ ^his writer, *this memorable feffion ended. Itwasi 
^ indeed, much the beft feffion of that long parliament* 

* The church party (hewed a noble ical for their reli* 
,* gion J and the diilenters got great reputation by theii' 

* filent deportment. After the feffion was over, the 

* duke carried all hi^ commiffions to the king^ and wept 

* as he delivered them up : but the king fhewed ho con# ' 

* cern at all. Yet he put the admiralty in a commiffion^ 
^ compofed wholly of the juke's creatures : fo that the 

* power of the navy was ftill in his hands. Lord C/z/t- 

> y^r^ left the treafury(»i).* This, I fuppofe, at the (i«)M.f. 
time, was deemed no fmall matter : for a popifh lord ^5>- 
high admiral, and a lord high treafurer of the fame reli«- 
^ion, murt have been objedls of terror in fuch a feafon. " 

In the pafTage iirft quoted from Burnety it is faid, 
«^ great pains were taken by the court to divert this bill i*^ 
and it is truly faid : for the tools of the court, who had 
^beenforcraoft in promoting perfecuting bills againft pro- 
teftant diiTenters; and bad laughed at, infulted, and vi- 
Jified them on every occafion: thefe wretches, I fay, al- 
tered now their notej and talked loudly of humanity, 
religion, hardships of impodtions, and many other things^ 
which all the world thought they had had no fenfe of. 

. . « Let men carry humanity about them,* faid Sir 

John Duncomh^ on this occafion; .who declared farther* 

* that he did not like to expofe holy things in this man«- 

* ncr. Many,' added he, * are not prepared ; and wiU ^ 

* you force him to fwallow it down to damn himfelf (») ?' parliament. 
> ■ ■> Mr. Secretary Coventry faid in the houfe, * If "n; Pftatc,/ 

*r TT K/i \ Vnl. JI. P- 

* Vol. II. M * you ^% so. 
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difbelief of the moft important articles of 

faith 



< you make papifts incapable of dangerous places, jon 

• will increafe them : — If papifts may be merchants, 
« and not foldiers, they will increafe more : — — Jt is not 

• prudent to make your plaifter wider than your fore/— 
Sir ^ohn Birkenhead affirmed, • that, in Queen Bdarfi 

• time, were never put to fwear it [tranfubftaixtiationj* 

• Though there are diftindions of realitery et verfj a 

• corporaUtiTj would not have a fcholaftical oath. ■ 
^ We fay God is there, and the difference is de modom 

• Great charge on the fynod of Dort^ who would im- 

• pofe fwearing controverfial points. — — As the words 
^ are now penned, people are put to fwear they know 

• not what : and for the dangeroufnefs thereof, would 
(•)H.p.97. c lay it afide («).' Mr. Sollicitor North * would have 

Sno fwearing. — <- He was for the Covenant Teft as a 
^ feditious thing. But as this is no way tending to it, 
^ but only as to doctrinal points, is againft Aichan oath/ 
Such dodrine, from fuch mouths, could notbut be had 
in derifion. — It is very obfervable^ that, upon the firft 
reading ot this bill in thp houfe of lords, March 15, 
1672, O. S. the Earl of Briftol fpoke in its favour. -«-« 
This nobleman had made a great figure in the beginning 
of the civil wars, and had rendered himfelf remarkable 
by his wit, his eloquence, his projeds, and exploits of 
various kinds. Whilft abroad, he left the protcftant and 
took up with the roman catholic religion, whether from 
motives of confetence, or policy, is uncertain. He, how- 
ever, always declared himfelf a cathdic of the Chorch 
of Ramej not a catholic of the Court of Rom$^ in which ^ 
charaAer he chofe. to place himfelf for the view <^ <>- - 
X tbers. 
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fahh prbfefled by the Church of Rome. 

The 



thcrs. — After making a very handfome introduction, 
he obferves, * that the bill, in his opinion, was as full of 
*^ moderation towards catholics, as of prudence and fe- 
\ curicy towards th9 religion of the ftatCir In this bill,' 
proceeded be, < my lords, notwithftanding all the a)a^ 
^ rums of the increafe of popery and deftgns of papifts, 
y here is no mention of barring them from private and 
^ modeft exercife of their religion ^ no banifhing them at 

* fuch a diftance from court \ no putting in execution of 
^ jpenal laws in force againft them: all their precautions 
^ are reduced to this one intent, natuf al to all focieties of 

* men, of hi(idering the leffer oppofite party from grow- 

* ing too ftrong for the greater and more considerable 

* one; and in this way of juft prevention, is not the mo-, 
^deration of the houfe of commons to be admired, that 

* they have reftrained it to this fole point, of debarring their 
<. adverfaries from offices and places, and from acceffions 

* of wealth, by favour of the fovereigh ? They confl* 
< dered well, that wealth and power, from public charges 
y and employments, do range the generality of men to 
f opinions ^d parties, more ftrongly far than all other 
^ arguments \ according to the faying of Emat Silvius 

* (himfelf apope), That the popes fuperiority over ge- 

* neral councils would ever find mofl doctors for it, be« 

* caufe the pope had fo many bifboprics to give,- the 

* councils none. I fay, my lords, that, in contemplation 

* hereof, the wifdom of the houfe of .commons' has 

* wholly applied its care, in this bill, to hinder (as ap- 

* |)cars moft reafonable) thofe of an oppofite party^from 

* apart of the government of that ftate under whofe 

M 2 • protci^iofl 
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The Duke of Tdri^ iiyieed, was cxptefl/ 
excepted in this a6t. *--- But^ as he was now 

known 

* prote Aion they live. It is true, my lords, fome roman 
^ catholics may feem to he put to extraordinary tefis 
^ in this aft; and fuch as, upon the fcore of confci- 

* cnce, as a roman catholic^ I fhall give my negative to: 
^ but fpeaking as a member of a proteftant parliament^ 
^ I cannot but think prudent and reafonable in the pro- 

* pofers ; their end being folidly to fecure the fears of 

* ihofe they rcprefent. And after all, my lords, how 
- • few do the ibarp trials and tefts of this aft regard ? only 

* a few fuch roman catholics as would fajn bold offices 

* and places, at the price of hypocrify and diffimulatioa 

* of their true fentiments in religion. My lords, I am 

* none of thofe, none of thofe wherry-men in religion, 
^ who look one way and row another. I have had the 

* hpnour to exercifc a great charge of ftate under the 
^ Jaft king, of bleiTed memory ; and to continue the 
' fame under our moft gracious fovereign that now is; 

* till it pleafed Almighty God to call me {even at the 

* article of death) to that religion, wherein, I truft, he 
^ will give me the grace to live and dye, what danger 
' foever may be fet before me. But after that call, my 

* firft work, my lords, was to deliver up the feals to the 

* king unconimanded, as judging it unfit (though then 

* in a catholic country) for any man of a different reli- 

* gion from his prince, to exercifc a charge of that im- 

* portance under him ; and I am now, my lords, moch 
(p) Two * more of that opinion than ever (py — — This teft, 

ceorgc^EMl ^n the difcovery of the popifti.plot, was enlarged. The 
of Brifto'. reafons of it, as well as the new tcft itfelf, I tranfcribe 
^^^-'^7^' . from 



CHARJ.es the second. i6s 

known to be a papift> and to have con-> 
nexions with France and Rome, it was 

judged, 

from the Statute Book, as follows : — < Forafmuch as 
divers goodl aws have been made for preventing the 
increafe and danger of popery in this kingdom, which 
have not had the defired effefts, by reafon of the free 
accefs which popifh recufants have had to his ma- 
jeftys court, and by reafon of the liberty which of late 
fome of the recufants have had and taken to fit and 
vote in parliament : Wherefore — be it enaSed, that 
— No perfon who now is, or hereafter (hall be, a peer 
of this realm, or member of the houfe of peers, or fit 
there during any debate in the faid houfe of peers ; nor 
any perfon that now is, or hereafter fliall be, a mem- 
ber of the houfe of commons, (hall vote in the houfe of 
commons, orfitthereduringanydcbate in thefaid houfe 
of commons ; after their fpeaker is chofen : until fuch 
peer or member ftiall, from time to time, refpeftively, 
and in manner fcjMowing, firft take the' fcveral paths of 
Allegiance and, Sopremacyj and make, fubfcribe^ 
ahd audibly rej^at^ this declaratidvi following: k ' ■ " 
I, J. B, do folemnly and fineereiy, in the prefence of 
Gt>d, profefs, teftify, and dechnre, that I do believe that, 
in the facrament of the LorAs Supper, there is not any 
tranfubftantiation of the elements of bread and wine» 
into tha body and blood of Chrrft, at or after thecon- 
fecration thereof, by any perfofi whatfoever : and that 
the invocation or adoration of the Virgin Matj^ ot^ 
any other faint, and the facrilice of the mafs, as they 
are now ufed in the Church of R^mej are fuperftitious 
and idolatrous. And I do folemnly, in the prefence of 
God, profefs, teftify, and declare, tbat.I do make thi^ 

M 3 ^ declara- 
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judged, that all hitherto done was loft 
labour J while the fucceilion to the crown 

Mras 

' cLeclaration* and every part thereof, in the frfain and 

' * ordinary fenfe of the words read unto me, as they 

' ^ are commonly underftood by Englijb proteftants, w^ith* 

* out any evaiion, equivocation, or mental rcfervation 

* whatfoever, and without any difpenfation already. 

* granted me for this purpofe by the pope, or any other 

* authority or perfon whatfoever, or without any hopQ 

* of any Aich difpenfation from any perfon or authority. 
^ whatfoever, or without thinking that I am or may be 

* acquitted before God or man, or abfolved of this de- 
^ claration, or any part thereof, although the pope, or 
^ any other perfon or peribns, or power whatfoeirer, 
' fhould difpen^ with or annul the fame, oc declare that 

*© Car/ii. * *^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ beginning (^)'-^-^ There 
.c« i. was a provifo added, that nothing in the a^ contained 

^ fhould extend to the Duke of Tori. » i This Isiw ef^ 
fedually cleared the houfesof parliament from the rc^ian 
catholics. But the. former law, if we may believe the 
commons in their a^drefs to bis majefty. May 29, 1680, 
\vas to lilttle purpofe. ' . '!■ » ' The 2£t of parliameot,' , 
f^y they, ^ enjoining a teft to be taken by all peribns 
^ admitted into any public office, and intended for ay^- 

* ftirity ifg^inji papif/if coming into employment, had fo 
^ little eff^d, that, either by difpenfations obtained from 
$ Jtojrf£* they fubmitted to thofe tefts, and held their oU 

* Sixty pmrntilioos' to popiA officenwcre figned, in about fire or fix 
^tekt) in tJie year i6j%k ^^ ^' Onflow, in the houie Qft9»* 

i|)ons^ iffmned, that a bull was itt up in St. James*! chapel, with orders Xq 
911 confeflurs to abfol ve men for takiog the oaths and the teft* Gre^*s Par^ 
^xnenta;;^ Debates, vol. vj, p»2r9« 

■ ' ' ' ■ * * f fipes 
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v^rzs Within his view. A bill, there- 
fore> wa§ brought into the houie of 

commons^ 
1 

< fices themfelves ; or thofe put in their places, were fo 
^ favourable to the fame interefts ; that popery itfelf has 
* rather gained than loft ground fince that aft/- 
Popery is fubtle, crafty, compliable on occafion, and in- 
finuating : and the papifts, the men of ikill among them, 
know how to accommodate their principles and beha- 
viour to thofe over whom they endeavour to bear rule. 
Any thing, but an abfolute renunciation of their prin- 
ciples, will they profefs; and conform to the cuftoms of 
heathens ; in (»tier to profelyte them to a doSrine much 

worfe than heathen. The behaviour of the jefuits in 
China is a fufficient proof of this. ' Burmt tells us, 
the latter teft * pafle4 in the houfe of commons without 
^ any difficulty. But in the houfe of lords. Gunnings 

* Biihop of Ely^ maintained, that the Church of Rome 

* was not idolatrous. He was anfwered 'by Barhwj - 

* Bifliop of Lincoln. The lords did not much mind - 
^ Gunnings arguments, but pailed the bill. And tho' 

< Gunning had faid that he could not take that teft with 

* a good confcieiice ; yet, as foon as the bill was pafled,* 
^ he took it in the crowd with the reft. The duke got 

< a provifo put in for excepting himfelf. He fpoke, up* 

< on that occafion, with great earneftnefs ; and, with 

* tears in his eyes. He faid. He was now to caft him- 
^ felf upon their favour in the greateft concern he could 

* have in this world. He fpoke much of his duty to the 

< king, and of his zeal for the nation : and folemnly pro- 

* tefted, that, whatever his religion might be, jt Q^uld 

* 0p)y be a private thing between God ai^d tus qwi^ foul | 

M 4 ^ and 
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commons, for excluding (ooo) him from 
^ fucceediag . 

* and that no cffeft of it (hould ever appear in the go- 

* vernmcnt. The provifo was carried for him by a few 

* voices ; ?nd, contrary to all mcn$ expedations, it paiT* 
(r) Vol. i. c gji uj the houfe of commons (r)/ How well the Duk^ 

'' *^ ' of tlri kept his word, may, perhaps, be feen here- 
after. 

(600) J bill was brought in for excluding the DtiAe of 
' York from the fuccejfion to the crown,'] If Coleman* s pa- 
pers were defective in proof of the plot, they amply 
fhewed what the nation was to exped if ever the duk« 
fucceeded to the crown, as there was great probability 
he one day would* In a letter to the French king's con- 
f^flpr, dated, June 29tti, 1674, Coleman fays, < I am 
^, commanded to tell you, that his royal highnefs, my 

* mafter, is v^ry fenfible of the friendfhip of his moSt 
^ Chriftian Majefty, which he will endeavour to culti- 
^.vate very carefully, and give him all poflibleaiTurances 

* of it, to take away all jealoufies that his enemies would 
^ raife to the contrary. That his royal highnefe bas 
< done nothing, in any manner whatfoever, nor in any 
^ place, againft the intereftof bis moftChriftian Majefty; 
^ but hath rendered him all the good offices he hath 
^' been capable of. That as for recalling tht parliament, 
^ and touching my Lord A * ■, his highnefs is altoge- 
^ ther of the opinion of his majefty, that neither one nor 
^ other is ufeful, but quite contrary, very dangerous, as 

* well for England as France i and that his moft Chriftian 
^ Majefty is in great danger of lofmg the neutrality of 
^ England at the next feftion (if the parliament meet), 
( gs he Ipft its alliance by thepeaceof iii^^/a^af thelaft; 

^ becaufe 
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faccceding to the throne. This was a 

bold 



169 



* becaufe the lower houfc, and their friends (as the fu- 
^ r|ous p^oteftantSj and the malecontents in the houie 

* of lords); have a defign to leflen his royal highnefs, 
^ and root out the catholic religion ; and they think 

* they, cannot make ufe of any other fitter means to at- 
' tain their end, than to raife the Dutcby and to perple^c 

* his moft Chriftian Majefty as much as lyes in their 

* power. That his highnefs doubts not, but it is abfo* 

* lutely neceffary for the intereft of his moft Chriftian 

* majefty, and his royal highnefs, to ufe all endeavour$ 

* to hinder the meeting of the parliament, by perfwading 

* his Britannic Majefty, that his greatnejs, his honour, 

* and his quiet, are no lefs concerned therein than theirs; 

* To that if his moft Chriftian Majefty would write freely 
*^ his thoughts thereupon to his Br. Majefty, to forewarn 

* him of the danger he apprehends from thence j and 
^ would withall think fit to make him the fame generous 

* offers of his purfe, to perfwade htm to diflblve the pre^ 

* fent parliament, as he hath done to his highnefs for the 

* eledion of another 5 perhaps he would fucceed there- 

* in by the affiftance we would give him here (j).* — - 
In a letter to the internuncio, dated, 21 j/ug. 1674., 
he fays, * it is the duke alone upon whom all the reft 1 

* [of the catholics] do entirely depend (/)/ And in a (t) Id. p. 7, 
letter to the fame perfon, dated, 5^]^/. 11 following, 

he tells him, * your friends, the emperor and the pope, 
^ will have a fair occafion of giving marks of their friend- 

* (hip to Mr. [the duke], by joining tl^eir credit and in- 
< tereft to his, to make the great defign (which he hath 
^ fo Iqno; meditated} fucceed, to undermine the intrigues. 
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bold ftep : but, in fpite of court inilu- 






91. 



of that company of merchanti who trade for the parii* 

ament and the religion* and to eftablifh that of the a(^ 
(bciated catholics* in every place* which may be done 

(withoutany great trouble), if theemperor and the pof>e 
wil^ grant him their affiftance, and that Sj^n will not 
too ohftinatcly oppofe him ; as he hath hitherto done to 
his own prejudice {»)/ i - In a letter from the inter- 
nuncio, dated* BruxilUs^ 14th Jug. 1674* it is faid, 
the cmppror is entirely the duke*s ; and the internuncio 
has this week received letters from him, wherein he 
commands him to aiTure the duke of the paffionate 
zeal he has for his fervice, and thofe of the catholics. 
I pray you acquaint the duke with it; and aflure him, 
that the internuncio has alfo the fame inclinations* as 
he will make appear on all occafions that (hall prefent 
themfelves : but it muft be the duke himfelf mufl di- 

redl in what we may contribute to his fervice. The 
pope alfo will give his affiftance in fuch things as are 
proper for him to appear in (x).' ■ In a letter from 
Cardinal Norfolk to CoUmon^ dated, Ap^ x8, 1676* we • 
ead* ' that Cardinal Norfolk had* fome time fince, a let- 
ter left at his lodging* from the duke* by I know not 
who ; yet he called himfelf the duke's agent : and by 
what Cardinal Norfolks fervant tells me, he feemeth to 
be an Italian^ as it is moft probable; for* if he were of 
Englandy I think* he would not fo publickly give hitn« 
felf that name, which can do the duke no good atpre* 
fent to be called fo in Rome publickly : although I 
think it were very fitting the<luke fliould have a good 
pqe; and if he like of it, Czs^inal Norfolk of* 

• few 
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ctice, it paffed in due form where it 

took 
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* fcrs him who ufeth to write to you, Mr. 5^, La^i 
^ for vhofe ability, fidelity, and adiivity. Cardinal Nor^ 

* filk will anfwer 5 and what he cannot do, Cardinal AV- 
^ folk will fupply, and this without taking the name of 

* it or any intereft, which certainly others would ex- 

* pe£t, and, perhaps, want : but he doth neither. Thia 

* you may oflfer the duke in Cardinal Norfolk* s and his 

* name (y).* > I will add but one or two paffages 

more from the cardinal's letters. .■ * What you. W U. ^ 

* wrote,* fays he,** of the dukes being advanced one ftcp ^* 
^ towards the catholic religion, was a moft welcon\e hews 

* to Cardinal Norfolk^ who prefcntly rejoiced our pope 
^ and Cardinal Altieri with it : and now yours of the 

* twcnty-fc^enth hath fully compleated Cardinal Nor* 
^folk^ our Pope, and Cardinal JItieri's joy with it (%).* 
•——And again, in another letter, • The adjoined pac- 
^ quet, which I now dire£l to you^ contains the popes 

* brief, in anfwer to the fecond letter from his royal 
^ fai^hnefi (tf).' ■ ' After the publication of thcfe let- 
ters, no man could poffibly doubt of the religion and 
poKtics of the duke. His principles were moft danger- 
ous ; his connexions fatal to the nation : and, it behoved 
every manoffenfeandvirtuetoguardagainfthim. Accord- 
ingly we find the beft men in iht houfc of commons took 
thealarm. Lord Rirffili-Nov^j^j 1678, moved to < addrefs 

< the king^ that kis royal highnefs may withdraw him- 

< felf from his majefty's perfon and councils {h).* This (^} joufiut 
being feconded by Mr. Booths produced a great debate. 

The courtiers were firm to his royal highnefs ; and had ^ 
ftrength enough to adjourn the debate. The king, 
})owever, thought proper to ai^rp (x)tl^ houfes, that he 

WoyW 
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took its riicj and was much applauded 

hy 

m 

would be ready to give his confent to fitch reafbnable 
bills as (hould be prefented, to make them iafe in the 
retgn of any fucceiTor, fo as thoy tend not to impeacJi 
the right of fucceffion, nor the defcent of the cro^rn in 
the true line ; and fo as they reftrain not his power^nor 
the^uft rights of any proteftant fucce(ror> This, pof- 

fibty, would have fatisfied at that time. But the long 

parliament being diflblved, which had manifefted fucb 

zeal for his majefty*s fervice, and been fo much at his 

beck, and another of a diiFerent complexion cbofen ^ 

the current againft the duke ran fo high, that, though 

he abfented from the king^s perfon and councils *y it 

was refolved, ' Mayg, 1^79) (bat the Duke of Tiri*^ 

^ being a papift, and the hopes of his coming fuch to the 

^ crown, has given the greateft countenance and encou- 

^ ragement to the prefent confpiracies and defigns of the 

^ papifts againft the king, and the proteftant reli* 

(r) Jovnal. « gion (rj/ Two days after, being Sunday^ ' it was re- 

* folved, diat a bill be brought in to difable the Duke of 

frf)W. See ( Y}fjrj^ to inherit the imperial crown of this Ttsim(d).* 

into Tcm- '^ - * ' 

fie'sWorks^ A bill was accordingly brought in, read twice, and com- 
^^"g^* mitted to a committee of the whole houfe ^ but jm-o* 
jceeded no farther, by reafon of the prorogation and dif- 
folutton of the parliament* The matter did. not reft 
here ; but was revived and pr0fecuted, with the utnoft 
^eal, by the commons, (though rejected by the Ibtis^ 
and had in abhorrence by his majefby), in die two fol- 
lowing parliaments* But all in vain. The king Was 

# T^ ^ttke wait abroad i fiiil iatp- KoU^ad^ uiA tbea to Bmiifib. 

determind 
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by the friends of their country; ■ > »Iii 



the 



determined to aclhere to the fucceffion^ and prefer the 
interefi of hi? ^brother to that of the nation. Worthy 
flxepherd ! excellent king ! May never a prince of this 
^Jifpofition reign over us again, » 

• It is very natural to fuppofe a bill, of this extraordi- 
nary nature, mufl have been warmly debated. In ffjBt^ 
it was. Some account of thefe debates I will give for 

the fatisfa^on of the reaidcr. Mr. Harbardf with 

great fpirit, declared, ' he was fatisfied, as long as the 
^^ duke had any profpeft left of coming to the crown, 

• the king could not be^fafe. So long as Mary^ Queen 

• of Scots^ was alive,* continued he, ' Queen Elizabeth' 

• was neither fafe in her perfon or government. — TTie 
« king, in his fpeech, bids us look to the profecution of 

• the plot, that he and the kingdom may be fafe. This 

• being confidered, you.have reafon for your vote. I 

• appeal to you, whether, fince the king came in, our 

• mifery, direftly or collaterally, has not arifen from 
■* the duke. My truft is here for the people and the 

• ftate J and I have no gratitude to pay the duke. The 
, * king is his fovereign lord as well as mine ; and Fap- 

'* peal, whether it was not for the duke*s fake this wife 
•* was procured for the king. A great part of the world 

• thought her incapable of children : but fuch was the 
^ authority of fome people then, that they laid this as the 
^ foundation for the duke to fucceed. In ihort, from 

• thence we may derive our woes. Let ujI fee what the 

• nation hath done for him contrary to all precedents. 

• At Oxford^ a hundred and twenty thoufand pound's 

« < was given to the duke for his good fervices t fea. 

^ And after you bad iUgmalised perfons m psMrliamenf, 

< they 
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the hoafe of lords it met a diSTcrcnt 



Debates, 
voL iFJi* p. 
396. 



they were taken into his fervice* Two peribtis weftt 
raifed by him. Lord Cliffinrd was introduced^ fup- 
ported, upheld, and maintained by the duke. Popery, 
and arbitrary power, have attended things for the(e fe- 
veral years laft paft. I (hall never forget how the Eng'^ 
lijh were facrificed at the fight with the Duub at SoU-' 
bay. To preferve the French Kings fubjeds, the Eng^ 
lift) were expofed, and foreighers faved. Lord SamU 
wich was forced to command the blue fquadron, and 
to give precedency to the white flag of France. When 
they thought they had made a miftake, and the Englifi 
were expofed, three or four of the French fhips fought, 
and they were turned out of their places for it when 
they came home. And when that villain. Sir Jofipb 
Jordatty betrayed the fleet, the duke got him a penfion. 
And who commanded this fleet we all know* I muft 
fay, that it is my opinion, that till the papifts fee that 
the duke cannot be king, the king's life will be in daiv- 
ger. Therefore, I move for a bill to exclude the 

Duke from the fucceffion (r).' - Colonel 

TAtus obferved, ^ all was now at ftake ; and,' added he, 
I am come hither to do my duty, and to fpeak plain. 
Was there any place left for moderation^ or expedient, 
1 would run into it. To a£t moderately, that is to 
aA with reafon : immo4erately, is with paiSon. No man 
advifes you to love your wife and children moderately, 
or to ferve God moderately. One on the highway 
advifes me to ride moderately, or I {hall tire my horfe, 
or break my neck ; and it is good advice. But when 
thieves purfue me, to advife to ride oiiod»:ately»: is to 

* have 
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fat^. . !' " -Hk majefty'^ diilike to itfae*- 

ing 



• • 



have me knocked on the head» and lofe my purle* ^ 
lliip c^tain» who had fprunga leak in his {hip, advifed 
his men to pump moderately for fear of calentures ; 
but the men pumped on, and faved the (hip. Bqt for 
whom do we urge this moderation ? Is it for one t» 
exped moderation again? For our fouls, we are here- 
tics ; they will burn us, and damn us. For our eftates^ 
they will take our lands, and put monks and fryara 
upon them. Our wives and children muft beg : and 
this is the moderation we are like to expe£t from thesi* 
But this is not the worft of it yet. Though proteft- 
ants differ ever fo much in principles, and difobligati«* 
ons ; yet,. upon common principles of humanity, the^ 
agree. But here is no probability of that from the p^ 
pifts. Nobody did promife more not to alter religion, 
to. the Norfolk and Suffolk men, when they ftuckto her 

title, than Queen Mary did ; but when fhe came to 
the crown, {he burnt them, and was even with them: 
and for the crown of England^fhe gave them a crown 

of Martyrdom {/);' Mr. Bofcawen faid, « Can (/)I4, f« 

any man think them £the papifts] the difciples of ^^* 
Chri{l, that have murdered fo many good Chrt{lian8^ 
and committed that ma{racre in Inland^ where the go^* 
vernment.was proteilant ? After all kind ufage ani 
intermarriages amongft them, the papifts in Inland 
nciurdered fome. hundred thoufands: athingnotheaul 
of among heathens i Thefe I cannot call Chriftians. 
If this be fo^ we cannot expe& better pfage from 
them than our anceflors have had« Remember the 
maflacre jof Frmu% where, under pretence of inviting 

♦all 
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ing ptiblickly known> through the po^ 

. liteneis 
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air the great proteftants to the king of Ifceoarre^s maf- 

< riage^ they had their throats cut. In Pi$dm9niy the 
^ poor proteftants were hanged up like mice and rats ; 
^ and we cannot expe£t grapes from thorns, or figs from 

< thUlles. We can expcA no better from them. Con- 
^ fider the duke*s intereft ) how it is engaged with Frana 

• and the Pope againft England^ in oppofition to the 

< king^ and the parliament, and the true intereft q£ Eng^ 

• land. God is my witnefs, had I the leaft probability 

• of fecurity, I would not open my mouth againft the 

• duke*s fucceflion. The king living, and'^ though the 
*.parliamerft has made fo many declarations againft thefe 

• reftlefs fpirits, yet nothing will content them; and all 

• from the great encouragement they have from the 

• the hopes of the duke's coming to the crown, and the 

• countenance they have from him. As for the legali- 

• ty of putting the duke from the fucceffion^ ^c. 
« the ftatute of the 13th of Eliz. puts that out of 
^ qucftion ; and fdf-prefervation is no breach of Chrifti- 

• anity, I now fpeak for the wh6le body of England^ to 

• our prefervation j which cannot be without fomething 

• of this nature. If it fhould be made lawful to rife 

• againft a king that is a papiftj whyftould wenotpre- 

• vent it, and having our throats cut, and going to Smith' 
^ field? It is natural in every government to prefcrve 

• itfelf. Here is no majus et minus in that cafe, that 
*. makes no difference. If you make a king that fli^ll 
« have tutors; you, by that, dethrone him : either you 

• muft make him no king, or your laws will not birid 
« him'Vrhen he is king. The nation was eafily drawn 

•into 
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UteDeifs of tHc nobles^ who had preten- 



lions 



* into popery after Queeri A£ary*s ^ime ; arid the priv^ 

* counfellors ih /ftw. VIII's, Edw. Vl*s, Queen 4^^- 

* r/i, and Qjieen Jff//j^J^A'j time, all changed, when 

* the prince ciianged. They v^eie of the bifhop oiPa- 

* ris*s mind,* whp would riot chinge his part in Parti 

* for his part in P^radife.^ The nature of outgovern- 

* ment is quite contrarjr to any expedfent. The king 
^ fiames all th^ courifellors, judges^- and bifhops. AnS 

* what manner of king w6i|ld you ^nake l;iim, by limit- 

* ing him ? It was the faying bf Ring J^tfjw^x, Let me 
^ make what bxffiops and judges I pleafe, and I will 
^ have i^hat laws arid religion I pleafe. As for the fear 

* of a civil war,- if once the piittirig the duke from thd 
^ fucceffion^ (ST/, be a law i whoever fife againft it are 
^ traytprs: Nothing wfll unite prot«ftarits but thi^ bill i 
^ nothing virill prerent a civil war but thid, arid prevent 
^ us from being hatuled tb Sftiithfield : nothing eMe ^ii^ill 

^ prevent tjtis biit the bill, arid therefore I ani for it (g)* {^ u: /. 

^ " What fpirit} what force o^ ejJTpreffion \ What *"• 

ieal for religion i what l6ve of liberty is here f No 
fawning on majefly ; no codrt to miniiters ; no eXpref- 
fions of f^rvility i proceeded from the mouths of the 
6ver-gtoriouJ patfoni of this bill; ^ ■ •'" ■ ' In ah age like 
this, when we ar^ openly told^^ ^ that no branch o/ . 

* Chriftiartity is iritolefant by prfric^ple j * ■■' •^^'-'^ * that 

^ it is the opiniori, rn a manner uri^verfally held by . 
^ all cattholics, that the pretence to tlie depoiing power 
^ was an ufurpatiori^ oi the Co'urt of Kihne i ' — ^ * tbai 
< it is now near aoo years fince tht popes pretended ta 
V^u IL . N , * eiccrcife 



178 THE LIFE OF 

flons to court-favour; and the gratitude 

of 



r/} Confi- c cxerci'fothis power, which is 2 tacit difavowal of it (h) :' 
the Penal — -^ whcn wc arc taught to believe that the Irrjb rcbcl- 

Riman Ca- ''^" ^^ ^^^ ^'^'^ being the effeft of religious opinion; 

tbcii^s, p. 7 and trifling, in comparifon of what has been reprefent- 

Lond. 1764: ^^ (') '—-and when popery is looked upbn as fo harm- 

(0 Brooke's ]cfs a thing, • that popiOi biibops refide here, and go 

iriftVomatt * about to excrcifc every part of their fun&ion without 

CaUiojiciu, < offence, and without obfervation Ci) : ' in an age like 

ik) Anfvier this, the zeal exprefled in thefe fpeeches againft popeiy, 

hew^Ohf . ^^^ ^^^ terrible confequences apprehended fronv its rc- 

vatioos, p. introduiSion amongfl- us, will appear Irery amazing.' — 

LoJi/7*ai. ^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^° remember, that the promoters of the ex- 
dulion bill had read hiftory ; attended to fa6ts ^ drew 
proper confequonces. from them i and were not to be 
talked out of their fenfes by men void of (hame. They 
knew, that popery was always the fame : — intolerant, 
. barbarous^ and bloody* They know the decrees- of 
councils againd heretics ^ knew, that there were inqui- 
/ fitions; knew, that there were dragoohings, and: perfe- 
cUtions, mod horrid, carried on againft the proteftants, 
at that very time. What were promifes iii the eyes of 
• men, who were fully convinced, that though a prince, 
who embraced the rom^ faith, (bould promife not to 
petfecutehlsproteftant fubje£ts, according to the tenor of 
popi(h fevere and. (arguinary laws ; yet his iblemn pro- 
fO See a mifes cannot glvc to them any juft fecurity of freedom 
concrrnine '^^ cx^mptipa from thofe punifhmentA (/)» Had not 
Laws made t!t^Mori/co% ip Spain^ folemn promifes ? Had not the 
reticl by ^' Hugonots in France ? « Aye ; and oaths too : — — but 

Popes^ &c. th«y 

p. 34. 4to^ 
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,iif . tlic ^bifliops,, for ,their preferments ; 

mixed 



m 



•^ Whether it be an opi- 



*••■.■ • • . ,■•' «• 

• they were of no avail. '\ ^ _ 

nion^ in a manner unji^erfally held by all catholics, that 

the pretence to the depofin^ power was an ufurpatibn 

of the court of Romij will be eafily judged, wfcen the 

. readier is informed, * that no longer ^gt)' thin Sept. a^, 

* 1728, liil Jcirand (?opcGregdrj Vll. oneof the mofl 

* wicked of mankind, and mod infamous even of popes), 
, i was exalted Into i (iint by BenediJ^ Xllli and iH a 

* Supplement to the Roman Breviary^ his feftival is 6r- 

* dered to be kept by all Chrjftians witK a double oflice; 

* 'the collea is; V O.Ood » the ilrength df ^11 that 
*• truft in thee, who haft endued thfe blefled Gregory ^ 




ntly all that oppofeth us*" - • And to point 

* what particular his zeal Is to be imitated, the leflons 

* for the day tefl us : Ko pope, fince the apoffles daysj 

* die] ojf fuffered more for the church, or rou^t more 

* dfffp^rately f6r it. , Again/l theiifipipus attempts of 

* the Emperor Henry ^ he.ftood an intrep*id champiW, 

* and deprived him! of tbe communion of the feithful, 

* and gf his dominions ; and abfolv'ed alt his fubj^^is 

* frbni their allegiance. —^ While he wa« eclebratfing 
^ mafs, a dove was feeh flying down froni heaven, lund 

* fitting tvith expanded wings on his right ihoulderi as 

* a proof thit he was guided ty the infpiratlon of the 

* Holy Ghoft. — -^ At length thk'tfufe faint want to 

* heaven, £sf^. — — By order of our moft holy fiithcr, 

N'a' ^Btfiedi^ 
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mixed with hopes^ perhajpjs, of futnre 

good 

* Beni£l{ XIII. Lord' of the city, and of the inrorid 
(nOUvias- * (urbi$ l^f 4rbis). Signed, N. Cardinal C^fcia (m).' — 

lUTnofPal This IS a « ucit didvowal,* with a vengeance t 

Xf*\^' '^^ returiu - ■ In ahfwer to thcfc arguments, Mr. 
p«rt Ui. p.* Hy^% the duke's brother-in-taw, better known by bis 
*74« •*»• title of Earl of Ruhefier^ which he afterwards obtained, 

(aid, * I am of opinion, that the duke, for deferring his 
^ religion, deferves a great many mortifications rrom the 

* nation ; and, I believe, the duke is convinced, that it 
^ cannot be reafonable for him to expeA to come to the 

* crown upon fuch terms as if he had not given thofe 

< apprehenfions and jealouftes. The queftion is urged 

* for bringing in a bill of exclufion : but there is one 
^ queftion before that. Whether the houfe will go into 

* a grand committee, to confider of ways and means for 

* the prefervation of the proteftant religion ? Does any 

* man think this bill will pafs the lords, and the king 
^ too i I pray God the king may outlive the duke f 
^ But if it comes to the duke^s turn, whether will the 

* duke acquiefce in this law ? What fcci/rity of impor- 

* tance is this law, if the duke outlive the king ? The 
^ king, by paiEng this bill, will involve the nation in a 
^ civil war ; and then the (hort queftion will be, Whe- 

* ther a civil war is more dangerous than a piopifti fuc- 

* ceflbr t Are thefe looked upon as trifling things ? 

* There arc more proteftancs than papifts in Enghmii 
^ and they may give a popifti fuccelTor trouble, ihould 

< he attempt a change in religion. In all times there I 
^ h^ve been a great many worthy men, who, in all 6\Si* 

* cultitst 



t, 
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things : • ■ the majority of the lords 

rejc(fted 

^ culties, will ftick to the .crown ; and, in procefs of , 

* time, there will be difcontents among them who 

* oppofe the crown : and thofe that are not pleafcd, will 
join with them that are loyal, and there will be trou- 

^ ble in changing the fucceiHon. It has been hinted, 

* over the way, as' a remedy to preferve religion, To 

* leave the duke as a general without an army. Now 
you have an opportunity, you may make feveral laws* 

* to fupprefs poper}^, and of leaving the duke alone) 

* which being fo, he cannot fubvert the proteftant re- 
ligion. You have no^ opportunity, and y6u knpw , 
a popifti' fucccflbr, and rhay \An^JameSy Duke cXTarh^ 

* by name ; and there is one power yet above between 
< him and the fucceffion. The duke may die before 

* the king i and the king may marry again, and have a 
^ fuccefToo Beiides, the crown has but a narrow reve« 
' nue ; and tHe parliament muft fupply it from time to' 

* time for the ordinary exigencies of the crown, and the* 

* parliament will then provide for their own fafety better* 

* than by taking this way propofed («). — Sir Z. "Jen^ (nKOrey't 
kins argued on the fame fide of the queftion ; and, among ^©i.^^'p, ' 
many other things>obferved,* that the confequenceof this 4o*« 

* bill is altering ttic government from fuccei&ve to eled^-^ 

* ive. The fucceflbr is to be difinherited, .becaufe pf % 

* fuppofed demerit : and where we can puniih demerit| 
< we may reward merit; and, confequently, the crown 
f may be removed from the royal line to any other. ^m% 
' I confefs my felf at a lofs to know« by what law or au- 

* thority we can do this, or by what rules we are to try 
, * and judge of the qualification of our princes, I do not 

* N 3 * here 
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fcjcftcd'thc bill, though evidently caTca* 

latea 



< here confider the duke^s perfonal merits ; 1>ecau& I 
^ ihould fpeak' as mucK For any ohe next in ' blood, 

* though without merit at all. I might fay^ •firft, as to 

* his religion, if it ispopilh, yet that he is rto bigot; 
^ bccaufe his children are all bred proteftants, and fo ait 

* his fcrvants, efpccially tbofc that have the largcft fhare 

* in his efteem $ and that be has never been* wah'tin| 

< in refpe^t and faVour to any one' of that {n'ofeffion. 

* That he is' not only the prefumptivc heir of th6 

* crown^ brother of his prcfent majefty j but the Ton of 

* of a king,* for whom fo many of your ancefibfs havb 
^ laid down their lives and liberties* and moft men their 
^ fortunes. That he bath fought our battles with brave- 
^ ry; that he is exa^lly juft between. man and man ; a 
^ ftriA obferver of his word ; and never yet entrenched on 

^any man's projperty ; thefe things malice, itfelf cannot, 

* deny; but, with me, they are the lead conflderablein, 
^ this ca(e, for it is hb apparent, indifputable right of 
^ ilicceffion, which I moft contend JFor, 'f'he law fays^ 
^ If a tnan is diiTeifed of an eftate tail, his child, though 

* not borii at the time of his difTeifure, {hall have a wrilf 
^ of formeJon^ and (hall recover; becaufe hjs father was 

* diileifed cQntraformam ionationU. And if in private cftates 

* defcents i6 regulate poffefEons and properties ; why 
' (hould it be othcrwife in the cafe of kingdoms ? or 

* what cafuift can give me a fufficient reafon, why the 

* bjirthright of princes fhould not have the fame rules pf 

* natural jufticc, iis thbfc of private men ? Or how 

* can any one think, that wrongs and injuries done to 

* princes, muff not, one time Or other, be as fevereJy 

K Counted 
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latcd to prevent the' greatcft mifchief. 

Such ' 

* accounted for, as thofe done to other men ? Could 

* the late king have djiinherited hi& prcfent majcfty ? 
^ 1^0: becgufe he lyas sto fucceed by the law. No 

* more, therefore, can his prefent majefty confent to 

* difinberit him that is next in blood. And, I dare fay, 

* this is the firft inftance of any fuch attempt againft a 

* prince whofe proximity of blood is indifputable (^)/ (°}^ J^*- 
£«r«// tells us, * all' y^/i/t/W/fpeeches and iarguments prefixed to 
« againft the exclufion, were heard with Indignatioii (p).^ ^*« f^tcrs. 
We fee, indeed, they were wretchedly contemptible, foi. Lond. 
and even unworthy of fcrious argument amdHgmeii ca- 7^%^J j 

' pable of difcernmentw — — B.ut though the fnftjority iii ^,^u, 
the houfe of coiiimoris were thus zealous againft the ' 
duke, they were far from befng determined amongft 
thcmfelves who was fitteft to fucceed to the crowni * 
Some, it fecrhs, wtrc for the ?x'mc6 of Qrange^ others^, * 
for the Duke of M4nm4ulh ; whilft a third )party Wei* * 
o»ly upon negatives, sis Mr. Sydne]^ fpcaks* * BjUt,' * 
adds he, * when I have faid what I can upon this bH- * 
< fmefs, I muft confefs, I do not know three men of k" 
« mind ;' and that a fpirit of giddinefa reigns .amongft us, 
* fer beyond any I haire ever obfcrvcd in my life (f )• ■ (y) Letters 

-I—. To go on. — ^^ * The bill was argaed for in '* *<» ^aviiie, 

the houfe of lords, by the Earls of ShaftifiwryzxiA EJfix% * ^" ^^' 
and the Lord Hafi/Snx vfSiS 'the champion on: the other ^ 
fide, who is faid to have gained, great honor in the de-* 
bate, and to have a vifible faperiority to Shafujburj in 
the opinion of the whol^ houlii. Let 4is, hov^ver, heat ' 
the- account of this debat^, a^ pteferycd by Mr. Johrifmy 
from Lord £#t himfelf. — • That learned nobleman/ 
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Such yr&s the influence of this monarch 

in 



« the great Earl of Efix^"! iajs he, f waa pleafed to tdl 
f me what arguroents he iniifted fipon in that debatel 

* The firft was, that the regality of Enght^d was an of- 

* fice, concerning which the feyepteenth chapter of 
f King Edward the Confeflbr's laws is wholly (pent i 
f and it is To declared to be in many a£ls of parliament 
f as low su Queen Marfs time : and that a wonian, as 
f well as a min, p»ght be invefted yirith the regal office. 
f Hereupon be faid» that a perfon ufHlua}ijied, as aJl the 

* world knew the Dpke of T$rk was* could not i>e ad« 

' , » < ■ • • ' 

' mitted to that office4 Upon difcQMrfe about this, I 
f remember his lordibip was pleafed to ta^ down Lam^ 

< kirtU Sax$n Laws, and iliew me feyeral ps^rticulars iq. 
' that Seventeenth chapter which I bad forgot* His fe- 
f cohd argument was to pro^re, that if the Duke of Tcri 

* bad unqualified himfelf for that high office, a^ be plain-- 
^ ly had for the oieanef^ office in England^ then the par- 

* liament bad, undoubtedly, power to foreclofe him and 

* /et afide his remainder in the croy/n $ becaufe they 
f bad power to domore. Tbis^ be faid, wgsthf knowii 
' law of Enghnd^ and agreed upon by Lord Chancellor 

* Morei and Richard Ricby then Sollicjtor General, and 

* afterwards Lord Ricb^ as a firfteftabliihed principle:, 

< Upon which they argued about the fupremacy. 
' * It ftands thus in the record, as we have it, p. 421, of 

* Lord. Herbert's Hiftory. The folHcitor demanded, * If 
f it weve ena£ted, by parliament, that Richard Rich 
^ (hould be king, and that itlhould be treafon for any 

* man to deny it; what offence it were' to contravene thi; 

* z£ti Sir Thomas More ^fwered^ That he ihould oF- 
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in that augud aCembly ! A popifh fud<- 

ccflbr, 

f fend if he (aid no, bec^aufe he wa3 bound by the aA ^ 
f but thirf \^z% cajui lews: whereupon Sir Thomas faid, 
f fkc would propofe a bighbr cafe; fuppofe by parliament 
t it were ena&ed quod Deus mnjh Deus^ and that it were 
f treafon to contravene ; whether it were an oiFence to * 
^ lay according to the faid a£t. Richard Rich rdplied, 
f yea: but faid withal, I will propofe a middle cafe, be-- ' 
f caufe yours is too high^ The king, you know, is con- ' 
f ftituted fupream he^d of the church on earth : why 
^ fliould ncrk you« Mafter More^ accept him fo, as you 
« would me if I were made king by the fuppofition aforc- 
« feiid ? Sir Thomas More anfwered; The cafe was not 

* the fame; becaufe, faid he, a patliament can tnake a ' 

* king, and depofehim: atid that every parliament-^man * 
f may ghre his cohfent thereunto ; but that a futje£^ can- ' 

. f not be bound fo in the cafe of fupremacy, ^ia rw- n 

* fenfum ab eo dd parlamentum prober e non potejl^ tf qudnr ' 

* *qu<m rex fie acceptus fit in Anglia, pluripta tamen pat-' ' 
f ies extera Idem n$n affirmant. Becaufe the parliament- 

< man cannot carry the fubje£b confeht to parliament 
f In this cafe (that is to fay, nobody but Chrift could 

* make his own vicar, and the head in heaven make the 

* head on earth] ; and aI|:hough the king beheld to behead 

f of the church here in England^ yet the greateft part of / 

* the world abroad are of another mind. Here Sir 3T5j- 

^ mas Man ftuck; for, I believe, flick he did, becaufe 
^ he laid down his life for it : but, you fee, that the un- 
f doubted unqueuioned law qf the land was this, tha,t a 
\ parliament can /pake and depofe a king, for it is the foun • 
f d<itioA of their arguing : and it cannot be thought that • 
I f a learneil 
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ccflbr, probably, in his eye could be 

no 

< a learned lord chancellor and follicitor general (hould 

* be both ignorant in the Arft principles of the law, 

< Neither would 'Rkhard Rith Jiave^been.made a lordi,. 

< and the head of a noble family of earls, if it Jiad oiQt: 
^ been current law. in tbofe days : for fucb a principle 

* upon record i^uld favve 'been as bad, and hurt hisr' 

* preCermcnt as much, as. if be had bocn ftigm^tis&ed,^. 

< And, therefore, nvy.Lord oCEJJix's argum^ot ^.as 
^ more than meafure ; that if a piarUameptiCQuld m^k^, 

< and'depoie A kin^ aiod make liiebard lUikymg^^amf^h 

* more, they might fcreclofe the . Dukp ,c^ ifiri^ whet 

* was no king, and < mDre. unqualified than RicktrS 

* Rich I and might, make the Prince, of Orange 

* king, anotherghcfs man than Richard, Rich, ^ ' ' 

* Tbtts that great man argued : but care was, taken that 

* he fliould argue for th? good of his country no more^ 
« -r- Indeed my Lord of Efs^ told me, that hi^ adver- 

* iariea in that dehatii waifed the jaigoa ol^ divine right^ 
^ and the line of fucceiQJon ; rr and at tha^t tioie they 

* betook themftlves chtdly to reafo^ of flat^. . Thej 
' vjrere got at thedd fca/epcow, vemmtRamfif^^ the fp- 

< fei^n catholics wcwuld efpoufe the Puke of Yi^f^^s quarr 

< rel y the antient kingdom of Scotland WQuidadmi^ i>iin 

* for their king, ia oppofition (p our a^ of parli^nienjt ; 
• ^ and this would entail a dangerous war upon the natbii 

* (that is, I fuppof^ the navy royal of Scotland would 

* have given law to the EngUJh $eet)* They were, like- 
^ wife, doubtful of Irglcmd: ,znA if thcfe two kingdoms 
« were difmem^bered from us, the folitary kingdop of 

* England would not make that figure in the world as it 

* ufcd to do. And therefore, according to the method 

2 *0f 
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po ^ curfc' t6 ' his people } and he mightw 
l>e unwilling to- punifh. his brother for 

that' 



/^ 



f of all hired politics^ they muft inak§ fiyre of finking 
**three kingdoms f6t fear of lofing two, and deli- 
♦ ver up the caftte for ftar ' the fuburbs fhbuld rmrolt* 
^"W^ith futh fitting arguments was that caufe fupport- 
«'cdt ahd ifl ttavc* bVoken any rules in repeating that 
f 'gf6&t»ftwt*s*privat6^difd3Urfe, now it is done, 1 cannot' 
yhrfp Ittr).^ i ' --"''"^; Thfe prcffiifrg this exclufion bill by ' M w«kt. 
ttre dommonsj in the tw^laftpftrliaaitintSf wa»:^nerea- of Mr. Saau 
ititi given by bia majeftjr for their *ft>luti©n. — * Cchi- ^^f^i^ ^. 
/^trary'to our offers and expectation, we iaw that no LoQd«i7ia» 
^ ext>€dient would be entertained but that of a total ex^^ 
^ clufion i which we had fo often declared wa$ a point, 
^' that;>in*our owir royal judgment, fo nearly conccTAed' 
f us, both in honor, juftioe, and confcience, that we 
<^ could never confait ttvit; ' In flior t, we cannoti after 
^^ thtf ftd^ experience Wr have had of tie late civil waior^ , 
^' tSiat miird^rtd our father of blefibd memory, and^'uined 
^' the monarchy, confent to a liaw, that fliali eftabtifii 
^ anothef moff unnatural wur, or at leaft make it ne- 
*' cefTai^ to maintain a Aanding force for preferving the 
^ g6vernnieht and peace of the kingdom. And we have 
^ reafoiT t6 beli^vid, by what paSfed in the laft pauriianieiit 
f it Wiftminjkr^ tha» if we' codd have been brou^t to 
^ give our confent to a bdii of eiicUifkHiv the intent was ' 
< n6t fo reft thfefe, but t6 pais further, and to attempt 
* feme ofber great and importiattt changes even in 
^priefeht*.^ This and other things, moft reproach^ 

^ * Declaration touching the caufes that movtd him to diflbl?e the two till 
PtflUments. p. 6. Fol. Lond, t6Sx» 

' *ful 
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that of which he knew hiitifelf equally 
guilty. An dccellent prince, truly ! — 

His 



ful to the majority of the houfe of commons, in two 
parliaments, was ordexed to be read in all churches and 
chapels throughout the kingdom. But they wanted not 
their advocates i who obferved^ on this declaratioo, 
tbut bis raajefty does not fi:em to doubt of his power, 
in conjundion with his parliament, to exclude his bro- 
tber« He veryv^ell knows this power hath been often 
exerted in the time of his predeceffors : but the reafon 
given for his refuial to comply with the interefts and 
defines of his fubjefb, is, beeaufe it was a point which 
concerned him fo near in honor, juftice, and confci- 
ence* Is it not honorable for a prince to be true and 
faithful to his word and oath i to keep and maintain' 
the religion aad, laws eftabliihed ? Nay ; can it be 
shoughtdiihonorable to him to love the lafety and wel- 
htt of his people, and the true religion efl:abU(hed a- 
mongthcm, above the temporal glory and greatnefs of 
his perfonal relations i Is it not ju((, in conjun£Hon 
with, his parliament, for his people's fafety, to make 
ufe of a power warranted by our Engtijb^hwSy andthe 
example of former ages ? Or is it juft for the &ther 
of his country to expofe all his children to ruin, out 
of fondnefs unto a brother ? May it iiot rather be 
thought unjuft to abandon the religion, laws, and li- 
berties of his people, which be is fw6rn to maintain 
and defend, and expofe them to the ambition and rage 
of one that thinks himfelf bound in confcience to fub- 
vert them ? If bis majcfty is pleafed to remember what 

* religion 
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His condu^j indeed^ in other refpedis, 
vras greatly detrimental to the nation; 

as 

* religion the duke profefleth, can he think himfelf 

* obliged in confcience to fufFer him to afcend the throne 
^ Wtko will certainly endeavour to overthrow it, and fet 

* up the worft of fuperftitions and idolatry in the room 

* of it ? Or if it be true, that all obligations of honor, 

* juftice, and confcience, are comprehended in a grate- 

* ful return of fuch benefits as have been received ; can 
^ his majefty believe, that he doth duly repays, unto his 
^ proteftant fubje£ls, the kindnefs they ibewed him, 
^ when they recalled him from a miferable helplefs ba- 
^ nilhment, and with fo much dutiful afFe<5lion placed 
< him in the throne, enlarged his revenue above what 

* any of his predecefTors had enjoyed, and gave him 
f vafter funtt of money in twenty years than had been 

* beilowed upon all the kings fince TVtlliam the Firft; 
^ ihottld he^ after all this, deliver them up to be ruined 
^ by his brother ? It cannot be faid that he had therein 
' more regard unto the government than tOt the perfon, 

* feeing it is evident the bill of excIu(to|ri had no ways 

* prejudiced the legal monarchy, which his majefty does 

* now enjoy with all the rights and. powers which his 

* wife and braye anceftors did ever claim, becaufe many 

* afts of the like nature have pafTed heretofore upon lefs 

* oeceflary occaiions. The prefervation of every go- 

* vernment depends upon an exa<5t adherence unto its 

* principles i and the efTential principle of the Englijh 

* monarchy being that well-proportioned diftribution ot 

* powers^ whereby the law doth at once provide for the 

* greatnefs 
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as it tended to increafc the powex ef 
France^ the natural riv^ and foe of 

Britain i 

^ * greatneis of the king, and the fafety of the pe^opIe; the 
^ government can fubfift no longer than whilft the mo^ 

* narch, enjoying the power whicK the law doth give 
^ him, is enable to perform the part It allows unto him^' 
^ and the people are duly proteSed in their rights and 

* liberties. For. this reafon our anceftors have been af- 

* ways more careful to preferve the government invio- 
^ Isible^ than to favour any perfonal pretences ; and have 

* therein conformed themfelves to the pr^6iice of all 

* other nations, whofe ex2^mples defervc to b« follotved: 
< Nay, we know of none (b flavifbly addi£led unto sfny 

* perfon or family, as, for any reafon whatfee^er^ to id- 

* mit of a prince^who openly profefied a religion co'n- 
f trary to that which wds eftablifhed tfmongft them. It 

* were cafy to alledge multitude of examples of thbfe 

* who have rejefied princes fdr reafons bf far Icfs weight 

* than difference in religion ; as Robert of' Iferf^andyi 

* Charles of Lorrain^ Alphonfi ^ defperado of Spain: but 

* thofe of a later, date, againft whom there was nooflief 

* exception than for their feligibn, ' fuiteth b^er.vfith 

* our occaiion; Among whom it is nfeedlels to m^bn- 

* tion Henry of Bourhon ; who; though accohiplifh'ed \h 
^ all the virtues required in a prince, was, bytHegehe* 

* ral aflfembly of the eftate at Blots ^ declared unoqiable 
., * of fucceffion to the crown of France^ for being a pro- 

* teftanti And notwithftanding his valour, induftry, 

* reputation, and power, encreafcd by gaining four great 

* battles; yet he could never be admitted king, tiH he 

'had. 
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♦ 

JBritain. •- On his reftoratlon, he began 

to league himfelf clofe to Lewis XIV, (to 
whom Dunkirk was fold (ppp) in an 

infamous 

^ had renounced the religion that was his obfiacle. And 

* Sigi/mundy fon of yohn of Swiden^ king of that coun- 

* try by inheritance^ and oi Poland by eletStion, was dc* 

* priyed of his hereditary crown> anJ his children, dif- 
^ * inherited^ only for being a papift, and zSutig con- 

^ formably to the principles of that religion ; though in 

* all other refpefis he d^ferved to be a kii^g, and was 

* mpft acceptable to the nation (i)/ X'w^fc who ip,^ '^^ 

would fee more cm this debate, dfiay read the tra^ from ^ p< i77« 

* wbencethii^ is tak^ ; the^^ Brief Hiftory of the Succef- 

* fion^*^ contained in the fame voiume ; and ' Jvhnfon^s , 
^ JuUmt ; ' with which, if he has leifure and incli- 
nation, he may compare ^ Hicis*j jMan,* , It 

. muft not be omitted, < that the whole bench of biibops 
^wasagaioft the bill of « exclufion (/)/ Such uieful (O.^anKt^ 
snemb^iis were they of the boufe of lords ! fucb patrons ^g^** ^ 
of the .prot^ftant church in which they prefided ! .and 
fo great a concern had they for the happine(i of the 
community. in which they fo largely {bared honor and 
profit ! However, they, it muft be owned, remembred 
their.creator. 

(ppp) i/<yiA/ Dunkirk to th French King.] Charles 
afliired the Count d^Eftradis^ ambaflador of Frame (who 

^ had complimented him, in his mailer's name, on bis re- 
eftablimment in bis dominions, and notified his defire 
(of the Duke of OrUawts marrying the Princefs of Eng-^ 

. Umi) ■■ ^ that he never defired any one's friendfliip 

«fo 
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infamoQs maumtt); whofe mifchievoos 

icheines 



* fo much as his majefty's : that he eRecnied hiin&If 
' happy to know, by what he had told htm, that bis 

* wiihes were acroropliihed : and that if the emperor 
^ and all the kings of the world bad aiked his lifter, he 

* would have refufcd them all to have given her to moB- 

* fieur, for the very reafon of being more nearly atuch- 

* ed to his majefty's perfon : that he was pleaied that 

* his condu6l was approved by him: and afliired the am- 

* baflador, that, for the time to come, his majefty (hould 
(«)DTC i ijjiyc reafon to be pleafed (ir).* — And good reafoa 

ten uul Kc indeed, after this, he had to be pleafed. For Dunkirk^ 

gotiatioDs, acquired by Cremwell with glory, and deemed (o import* 

1^/1^55! ant by the very houfe of commons who called home 

the king, that a bill was pafled by them for annexing it 

(x) joor- to the imperial crown of this realm {x) : * ■ • jDtoi- 

1660* ' ' ^'''^> I '^y* ^^3 ^oM to'his moft Chriflian Majefty for 

the fum of five millions of livres. ■ * ' * Some few ez- 

tra£b from the negotiators of this important affair may 

be acceptable, perhaps, to the reader, who has curiofity 

and tafte for matters of this nature. 'Lord C&r«mfaf, 

in a letter to the Count tEftrades^ dated, Hantpton 

Court y June 29, 1662, writes, < . ■ ■ * As I have frc-* 

^ quencly refleded upon fcveral paniculars of the fundry 

^ conferences we have had together ; and finding a drf- 

* pofitlon in the king, my raafter, to give all fofts of 

< proof of the defire which he entertains to bind ftill 

* more the ties of friendfbip betwixt htm and bis ihoft 
^ Chriftian Majefty $ I have fent on this journey' M^ 

* Bellings^ whom you know to be a perfon rn whotas I 
^ confide, to communicate to you my fentiments : to 

^whom 
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fchemes he adopted, aind helped to carry 



into 



* whom. I defire you to give credence, &fr (f).* — -77-* (jr) D'Ef- 
But D^EJirades being fet out on bis journey as ambaffa^ ters,*^p.^M8^ 
dor to Holland^ CharUs writ him a letter, dated, JulyZT^ 

1662, from Hampton Court y in which obferving that 
iits letter might find him at Calais,^ he adds, — — « for 

* \yhich reafon, as I have a great many thmgs to cdm- 

* municate to you, and to refolve upon a;i affair which 

* the chancellor hath propofed to me, I wilh yoii would; 

* to obligeme, turn a little outof your road, and take this 

* in your Way (z)/ « This affair was Dunkirk i {») IL p, 
in which, as we fliall prefently fee. Clarendon was mofl **9» 
concerned. — D^EJirades^ in a letter to the French 

King, dated, London^ Jug, 21, 1662, fays,' ' the Chan- 

* cellpr [Hyde'] t6ld me it was pure neceility obliged hiS 

* inafter to part with Dunkirk; arid that he was not 
' afraid to let me know this from the beginning, be- 
' caufe he treated with me as one who is a friend to th6 
' King of England^ and the minifter of a great princd 

* his ally, of v^^hom he had nodiftruft ; and that in both 

* thofe charaQers he would own to me, there were fout 

* expedients to be takeri iri the bufinefs now propofed. 
' The firft, to treat vfhh the. Spaniards i who, at thid 
' very time, offered any terms for that town : the fecond^ 

* with the Dutch ; that offered for it an immenfe fum : 
^ the third, was to put it into the hands of the parlia- 
^ ment ; who would be at all the experice, and leave the 

* king full as much mafter of it as at prcfent : the fourth 
^ wasj to bargain with your majefty; which laft ap- 

* peared to him more juft and ^nore agreeable to his 

* majefty's.intereft, which was the reafon he had made 

Vol. II, O 'me 
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into execution. The firft Dutch war, 

weakly 



me the firft propoful. But that after hearing what I of- 
fered, and which he had reported to the perfons above- 
mentioned [the Duke of York^ General Monky Lord 
Soutbampionj and Lord Sandwich^^ and had met to 
come to fome rerolution; every body was furprized^ 
and eafily remembered, that when Cromwell had oflFer- 
ed it at 500,000 crowns, it was exclufive of the artil- 
lery, ftores, an J the new works, which were to be paid 
for over and above : and upon this refolved rather to 
put the place in:o the hands of the parliament; bc- 
caufe, that when it was known that it had been dif- 
pofed of for fo fmall a fum, the king could not but ex- 
pofe himfelf to reproach ; or he, the chancellor, at 
leaft, might be liable to a public cenfure that might 
endanger even his life. That it was his opinion, ra- 
ther to make a prefent of it to your majefty, and. to 
leave the price to your own generofity ; but that as 
this was not in his power to do, and he was fb 
deeply concerned in conducting an affair of fuch de- 
licacy, he was obliged to conceal his opinion, and to 
feem to agree with that of others, fo as not to appear 
as the chief promoter of this treaty. That the moil 
prefling argument which he made ufe of to prevail 
with them to confenr, was, the fupply of money which 
the king nwght draw from thence j and that thereby 

he niight difcharge the debts he was obliged to be 
bound for in maintaining this place : but that my 
fcanty offers had deftroyed that motive, and (hewed 
tl^em that either we had no trade, no inclination to 
have Dunkirk', or that we put too fmall a value upon 

it. 
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\veakly begun> and with diflionor con- 
cluded; 

• . ■ "^ 

* it (/?)/ -^ It may be well fuppofed fo able a ftian Tte ^*^ ^^* '* 

D^EJlrades availed himfelf of fuch a converfation* His 
mafter had, he well knew, a great inclination to have 
Dunkirk ; but he was deflrous of having it as cheap as 

he could. A bargain at length, however, was drove. ' 
The terms were advantageous on the fide of France \ 
and, for the trifling fum above-mentioned, the town, 
fortifications, artillery, and warlike ftores, were put in- 
to her poffeiEon, What follows from the ambaflador*s 
letter to Lemisy dated, London^ OSf. 27, 1662, will not, 
it is prefumed, be deemed unacceptable by the reader, 
•— * * At laft,' fays he^ * after feveral^delays, and get* 

* ing over feveral difficulties, I have figned the treaty 

* of Dunkirk ; and fend it over to your majefty by this 
^ exprefs. I ought not to omit, that the chancellor wag 
^ the perfon, of all the others^ who fufFered moft during 
^ the conteft which was formed by all the council oa 
^ this affair. The commiffioners laboured moft to break 

* it off* i and it may be faid, that the reafons alledged 

* were fo ftrong, that the King of England and the Duke 

* of Tork would have been ftaggered, had he not taken 

* great pains to keep them to their firft refolutions. 
, * This was apparent to all the court ; and from thence 

^ they took occafion to blame him as the fole author of 
' the treaty. His enemies, and all the SpaniJb^fsL&ion^ 
^ hav^e attacked his condu£l on that fcore; and cry loud- 

* ly againft him, that as he had very impolitickly made 

* the match with Portugal^ before he had (ecured the 

* prote£fcion of France 'y fo he had as imprudently parted 
^ with Dunkirk^ without being aiTured of that ftricSt 

O 2 * friendftiip 
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friendfliip and union, which be boafted of would be 
procured with your majefly by the treaty in relation to 
that place. That when you once found yourfeif 
mailer of it, without any ftipulation or particular en- 
gagement with England^ you would think your civi« 
lity nothing but mecr courtefy, which would not cm- 
bark you in any affairs. That as his own interefl had 
made him engage in fhe bufinefs of the match, to be 

revenged of fome bad treatment from the Spaniards, 
and out of fear of being fupplanted by the Spani/b fac- 
tion in England 5 fo out of a view to his own intereft, 
by being fupported by that of France^ he had facri- 
ficed the intereft of the king his mafter, and had given 
up a place which, for the honour of England^ and its 
importance to foreign nations, was more valuable than 
all Ireland, — There have been fo many turnings and 
windings in this affair to oblige me to fpeak again and 
again fo.often to the King, the Duke of Tork^ and the 
Chancellor, that it would be tedious to gtveyourmajeiiy 
an account of them; but I muft flill do them the jufl- 
icc to fay, that their manner of treating was themoft 
honourable I ever faw; and I do not believe there is 
an inflance to be found in hiflory, where, in a nego- 
tiation of 5 millions, or even a much fmaller fum, one 
prince has been fatisfied with the bare word of ano« 
therfor the payment of the money; efpecially being a 
prince but lately reflored to his dominions, whofe pre- 
rogative is but fmall, and the authority divided be- 
tween him and a parliament. This uncommon pro- 
cedure fully perfwaded me that the K,ing of England 
very earneftly defires to be in friendOiip with your ma- 
jefty, and knows how ufeful it may be to him ; aiid 
that the chancellor feconds and cborifhes this difpoit- 

• tion 
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* Ition for his own particular intereft; and that it is for 

* this fole reafon, principally, that the Duke of Tork goes 

* to have an interview with your majefty at Dunkirk^ 

* to give you ftronger aflurances of this : and, I believe, 

* he will be furniflied by the chancellor with fome in- 

* formation^, which may be of ufe at any fuch time as 

* your majefty may form any defigns in Flanders (i).' WW* P» 
ti The royal brothers and Hyde^ we fee, in the opi- 
nion of D^EJirades^ were very good Frenchmen j and 

the chancellor merited the thanks Lewis returned him 
for his favour in this negotiation (t). If this man me- W W* ?• 
ritcd too at the hands of his country, on this occafion, it 
muft have been by mcer luck : for whether fettlfements on 
the continent are eligible for England^ or not, was no 
part of the confideration with him ; but how he could get 
moft money for his mafter, and ingratiate himfclf with 
the king of Prance^ who treated him, after all, in the 
time of his diftrefs, but very fcurvily for his pains. It 
was, however, a juft reward for^his iniquitous beha- 
viour in this affair. — If the reader will be pleafed 
to turn to Lord Clarendon^ s own account of the fale of. 
Dunkirk^ he will find a very ftriking inftance of his 
truths and fincerity. For notwithftanding all here writ- 
ten by UEflrades^ at the very time, and on the fpot, 
the chancellor tells the world, that ' he was averfe to 

* it : that the King [of France^ kntM. D'Ejirades pri- 

* vately to London to treat about it : that the bufmefs 

* was firft referred to a committee, and then to the privy 

* council, where it was fully debated arid agreed to, 

* Lord St. Albans only diffeftting : and that whether the 

* bargain was Hi or well made, there could be no fault 

* imputed to him ; he having only, with fome other 

* lords, been appointed to treat for the fale, .the matter 

O 3 * having 
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« 

eluded ; and the Triple t.eague ( Qj3j5^). 

fp 

(lOCcnti- * having been deliberated and fully debated fz/).* .What 

iTp.'38 ?.^: belief is due to fuch a writer ! Party-men may call 

391. him great and good ; but the impartial enquirer into 

fads will be at a lofd to know how he merited thefe 

charafters. It (hould not be omitted, * that the 

* advifing and effefting the fale of Dunkirk^ was on? 
article of impeachment againft his lordfhip by the houfe 

J'Lnov'. of commpns (f ). 

2667. f Qi^O Thefirji Dutch War -r and the Tri- 
ple League.] It is not my defign to enter into a minute 
detail of the one or the other of thefe remarkable events, 
as they may be found very particularly related in moft of 
our hiftories. Suffice it here to fay, that the averfion 
his majefty had to the Dutch ; the hatred entertained 
againft them by the Duke of Tork ; the defire of gain by 
, the merchants ; and the readinefs of a peniion- parliament 
to advance the, neceflary fupplies; all concurred to en- 
gage in a meafure which turned out greatly to the na- 
tion's diihonor. In his majefty's ' declaration, 

* touching his proceedings for reparation and fatisfac- 

* tion for feveral injurious affronts and fpoi)s done by 

* the Ea/i and Weji India Companies^ and other the fub- 
(/) Fol. < jeSs of the United Provinces (/),' he fays, 'Whereas 

o. s. See ' upon complaint of the feveral inj uries done unto and upon 
alfo Tern- < thefliips, goods, and pcrfons of our fubiefis, to their 
vol. i. p. '* * grievous damages, and amounting to vaft fums; inftead 
3°5' * of reparation and fatisfaftion which hath been by us fre- 

* qucntlydemanded,wefoundthatorder$ had been given to 
< De Ruyter not only to abandon the^ confortfhip againft 

* the pirates of the Mediterranean feas (to which the 

*« States 
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£0 well known, and lx> much talked 

of; 

I 

* States General had invited us j ; but alfo to tife all a£ls 

* .of depredation and hoftility againft our fubjefts in 

* Africa^ We thereupon gave order for the detaining ' 

* of , the {hips belonging to the States of the United Pro- 

* vinces ; yet, notwithftanding, we did not give any 

* conimiffion for letters of marque, nor were there any 

< proceedings againft the fhips detained, until we had a ' 

* clear and undeniable evidence that De Ruyter had put 

* the faid orders in execution, by feizing feveral of our 

* fubje(^s (hips and goods. Bat now finding that our 

* forbearance, and the other remedies we have ufed to 

* bring them to a compliance with us, have proved 

* inefFeftual — we have thought fit to declare to all 
*!the world, that the faid ftates are the aggreffors, ^c. 
Thefe reafons were not very extraordinary. For as 
to the injuries done to the merchants, they were olj 

complaints, and in a way of accommodation : and the 
Dutch themfelves had reafon to complain of the taking 
of Cape de Verde ^ and fome Eaji India {hips by the Eng- 
lijh ; ■ and, confequently, there was ground ra- 

ther for arbitration than war. But the court was not 
to be diverted from it. It began with vigour, and was 
carried on with zeal on both fides. Many battles were 
fought with great bravery; in which thcEngit/bfotthQ mofl 
part, were the conquerors. The French, with Denmark^ , 
pretended to come in in aid of the vanquifhed. They 
did, however, but little. At length the Dutch took a fe- 
vere revenge : their fleet entered the Thames^ and burnt 
()iart of the royal navy $ to the no fmall mortification of 

O4 their 
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of^ may be thought exceptions tq this 

afiertioa ; 

their adveriaries. This brought on a peace (which was 
<;oncluded at Bhda^xnjune^ 1667}; whereby the £11^- 
lijh were no great gainers. ■■ Sir tVlUiam Temple^ 

in a letter to Lord JrUngton^ dated, BruJ/ilSj July 191 
N. S. 1667, fpeaking * of the good news writ him by 
^ his lordihip of the Dutch being beaten oflF at Hanoicby. 
adds, * for lince we are in a difeafe, every fit we pa(s 
*iweU over is fo much of good, and gives hopes of re- 
^ covery. I doubt,' continues he, ^ this is not the laft; 
^ for» I hear, De WtU is refolved that their fleet fhall 
*: not give over a£lion till the very ratifications of the 

* treaty are exchanged : in which he certainly purfues 

* his intere^, that the war may end with fo much the 
\ more honor abroad, and heart at home ; for, com- 

* monly, the fame difpofitions between the parties with 
^ which one war ends, another begins. And though 

* this may end in peace ; yet, I doubt, it will be with 

* fo much unkindnefs between the nations, that it will 
« be wifdom on both fides to think of another, as well 

* as to avoid it. All difcourfe here is of the peace as a 

* thing undoubted ; and every pacquet I receive from 

* England confirms me in the belief that a war abroad 

* is not our prcfent bufinefs, till all at home be in bet- 

* ter order; ilo more than hard exercife, which ftrength- 

* ens healthy bodies, can be proper for thofe that have 

* a fever lurking In the veins, or a confumption in the 

* flefti ; for which reft, and order, and diet are ncceflaiy, 

* and, perhaps, feme medicine too, provided it come 

* from a careful and a (kilful hand. This is all I (hall 

<■ . . . 

* fay upon that fubjedl ; which, I prefume, has before 
" •' • ' ' *this 
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^flertion ; as, the one made a breach be- 

• tween 

« this received fome refolution by njy Lord Ambaflador 
f Coventrfs arrival : for, I confefs, my ftomach is come 
f down ; and I fbould be glad to hear the peace ended, 
f and our coafts clear, fince it will not be better : but all 

• this while, multa gemens ignominiam plagafque fuperbi 

• hojiis ; and, I am fure, would not defire to live, unlefs 

• with hopes of feeing ourfelves one day in another 

• pofture; which God Almighty has made us capable of, 

• whenever we pleafe ourfelves {g).* ■ A war of this ^ yortt, 
nature, carried on with fo much fpirit and refentmeht, 1^9. ' 

ty nations whofe real intereft was ver/ different from 
that of France^ could not but give her much pleafure, 

• For France had an intereft either to difpofe us to fo 
f much good will, or, at leaft, to put us into fuchr a 

• condition that we might give no oppofition to their 

• defigns : and Flanders being a perpetual objefl in their 

• eye, a lafting beauty for which they have an incurable 
^ paffion, and not being kind enough to confent to 
f them, they meditated to commit a rape upon her, 
f which they thought would not be eafy to do, while 

• Englahd2xA Hollandyntxc agreed to refcue her whenever 

• they fhould hear her cry out for help to them. To 
f this end they put in practice feafonable and artificial 
< whifpers, to widen things between us and the States. 
« Amboyna and the Fifhery muft be talked of here 5 the 

• freedom of the feas, and' the prefervation of trade, muft 
« be infinuated there : and there being combuftible mat- 

• teron both fides, in a little time it took fire, which 

^ gave thofe that kindled it fufEcient caufe to fmile and ' 

f bug themfelve§, to fee us both fall in<o the net they 
* a *had 
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tween the two crowns, and the other gave a 

check 



(h) Hali- 
fax*! Mif. 
ccUaniet, p. 
141* 



had laid for us. And it is obfervable, and of good 
ample to us if we will take it, that their deAgn being 
to fet us together at cuiFs to weaken us, they kept 
themfelves lookers-on till our victories began to break 
the ballance : then the king of France^ like a wife 
prince, was refolved to fupport the beaten fide, and 
would no more let the power of the fea, than we ought 
the monarchy of £//r^^^, to fall into one hand. In 
puf fuance of this he took part with the Dutch, and in 
a little time made himfelf umpire of the peace betweem 
us (h). > Another writer of the fame age ob- 

(erves, that ^ after fever al propofitions of leagues^ and 

many arts ufed to raife jealoufies- between us and 
the Hollanders (dreading nothing more than a durable 
and firm friendfhip between two nations, who, if 
united, might eafily fet what bounds they pleafed to 
their ambition), they at laft fided with the Dutcby 
though with no other intention than to fee us deftroy 
each other \ or, at leaft, fo far weaken and exhauft 
ourfelves, that they might with lefs oppofition invade 
their neighbours and increafe their naval ftrengtb : 
nay, their policy went further ; and in the very heat of 
the war they ftill kept negotiations on foot, and made 
overtures and propofals of peace by means oi the late 
queen mother ; whom in the end they deceived fp far, 
as to aflure her (and by her his majefty ), that the Dtdch 
would fet no ileet out (that fummer the peace was 
concluded), whilfi underhand they preiTed ih^ Dutcb^ 
with all the vigour and earneftnefs imaginable, to fit 
out their fliips, with a promife of joining theirs to 

4 5 tbem^ 
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pheck to the French conquefls in Flan^ 

defs : 

^ them. Upon this parole of the French*couxt^ *tis too 
^ well known, we h^d no fleet out, as well as what fol- 

* lowed upon it when the Dutch, meeting with no op- 
' * pofition, entered into the river of Chatham i fo that 

* though the French had no other hand in it, they had 

IF been ftill the true caufe of that unhappy accident : bat, , 

* withal, it is more than probable they were themfclves 
? the authors of that counfel j and moft certain it is they 

f knew of the defign before the attempt was made (/)/ (/) Stat» 
■■ Such were the fentiments of the moft intelli- ^\^^^' ^°j- 

r vol, I, p. t» 

gent EngUJhmen on this affair. The Dutch — many of 
them — reafoned in the fame manner. ' ' * Inhere ' 

f are others,' fays Sir ff^lliam Temple^ fpeaking of the 
HoIlanderSy *that lay the war upon the condudl of France^ 

* by whrcK", they fay, we were engaged in it : that the 

* prefent king was refolved to purfue the old fcheme laid 

^ by Cardinal Richlieu^ of extending the bounds ai / 

* France to the Rhine ; for which ends, the conqueft of 

* Lorraln and Flanders was to be firft atchieved. That 

* the purchafe of Dunkirk from us was fo violently pur- 

* fued for this end, without which they could not well 

* begin a war up6n Flanders* That after this, they had 

* endeavoured to engage the prefent miniftry in Holland 

* to renew the meafures once taken, in Cardinal Rich^ 

* lieu's time, for dividing Flanders between France and 
^Holland: but not fuccecding in it, they had turned 

* all their intrigues to engage us in a war, which might 

* make room for their invafion of Flanders ; whilft the 

* two neighbours, moft concerned in its defence, (hould 

* be deep in a quarrel between themfelvcs. That they 

•made 
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Jers : but it is well known, that, as the 

former 

* made both parties believe they would affift them, if 
^ there were occafion ; and would certainly have done 

* it. That as they took part with Holland upon our 

* firft fuccelTes at fca, and the Bifliop of Munjlet's 
^ treaty; fo, if the fuccefles had been great on the Dutch 
^ fide, they would have affifted us in order to prolong 

(!) Works, • the war [k)! This is pretty true, I believe. From 
^* »• P- P'Efirades* negotiations at this period, in //d/i^ii^/, it ap- 
pears, that the King of France was meditating his 
feizure of Flanders : that the pulfe of De Witt was felt 
on that head : that, to render him and the States general 
favourabfe to this deiign, great profeffions of friendfhip 
were made to them : that when the differences between 
them and the Englijh terminated in a war, Lewis long ba- 
lanced on which fide to declare. It moreover appears, 
that the faid monarch was not very well aSe£ted to the 
Dutch i but that, to hinder their total overthrow, and the 
aggrandifement of the Engli/h thereby, he at length pre- 
tended to give them the affiftance which, by a former 
treaty, they had a right to claim. Of this declaration 
in their favour he, however, determined to avail him- 
felf. He got {hips of war built for him in Holland at a 
cheap rate : he fupplied himfelf from thence with milir 
tary ftores and ammunition: in a word, he now laid the 
foundation of that naval force which we have had fo 
much trouble to defiroy. But the Dutch reaped little 
advantage on their fide by his coming into the war : the 
French kept themfelves out of harms way, on various 
pretence ; and refufed to aid their ally in the moft im- 
minent danger. 

D'EJiradeSy 
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former was advantageous to France^ by 

weakening 

lyEJtraies^ in a letter to the king, Aug. 5, 1666, 
fays, • The letter Monficur Van BeuningeH wrote tliis 
poft to the Sieur t>e Witt^ makes him very chagrin. 
It contains, that he had fpoken to your majefty, in the 
name of the ftates, to demand twelve firefhips, and 
to raife Tome Teamen in your majefty's maritime 
towns to put aboard the fleet in the room of foldiers, 
of whom they have enough, which your majefly have 
received. That he afterwards demanded the two fire- 
ihips that arc of Denmark^ and very near their fleet 
which is in.fightof the,£«f/ry^, and could not obtair^ ^ 
them : tbaf the next day he wrote to Monfieur Dt 
Lionnej in very prefling terms, to defire him to back 
his demand of the two fireOiips with the king ; to 
which he received no anfwer : that being thus refufed, 
he could not but be mightily concerned to find his 
mailers expofed to maintain by their arms alone the 
war againft the enemy, who had made fo great an ef- 
fort : that they might judge, by that, whether they . 
ought to expeft to be joined by your majefty*s fleet, 
fince two ufelefs firefhips, fix leagues from the place 
where the combat was to be, were refufed : that he 
was amazed to find their interefts were fo little confi- 
dered in France^ as to let occafions flip of pulling down 

the common enemy. That, reflefting on thefe 

things, he thought it was for his maflers interefts, and 
that he was bound in duty to give them notice of it, 
that they might take their meafures before they were (/) Letters 

undone (/).* Indeed the whole condud of Frana JJons ^voi'.* 

(who did nothing for the Dutcb^ fetting afide the troops "'• p- 5^<)- 

lent ,711. 
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wcakning the powers moft capable o^ 

and 



fcnt to their aid againft the Bifhop of Munfler^ for 
which (he was fully paid} excited no fentiments in her 
favour in the minds of the people of Holland. This 
we may fuily learn from D^Eftrade? letter to the king^ 
dated, Alarch 31, 1 667 ; in which, among other things, 
he writes as folio weth : — ' That which gives me the 
moft tr ui>ie is, to find the people in general fo inclined 
to receive wr:)ng impreffions of France and the prefent 
government. No endeavours have been wanting to 
fet them ri^ht in that particular ; and if they were ca- 
pable of jud;^ing their own intereft, the reafons con- 
tained in your majefty's letter would be fufficient to 
undeceive them. But they arc fo obftinately bh'nd, 
and fo foolifh, as to believe your majefty's principal 
defign is to watch your opportunity, and conquer 
them as foon as .you have made fure of Flanders^ Ic 
is not M De IVitt^ nor the men of fcnfe, among the 
States that believe this ; but the generality of the peo- 
ple, and the magiftrates in the particular towns, whofe 
ordinary converfation runs upon nothing elfe. I am 
daily endeavouring to filence thefe falfe reafoners with 
arguments the moft folid and efFeftive ; fuch as, the 
many obligations your majefty has conferred upon the 
ftates ; the auxiliary troops fent into Holland \ the 
peace with the Bifhop of Mimjler \ the rupture with 
England \ the great expenccs your majefty bad been 
at ; and the diligence ufed to have a fleet at fea able to 
affift them powisrfully this campaign. To this I 
added, that their apprehenlions Were no better than ill- 
grounded conceptions and real falfhoods ; but that my 
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and moft iatercfted in, oppofing her am- 
bitious views ; £0 the other was but of a 

very 

* allegations were true hi fafl:, and that they enjoyed 

« the efFecSs of them for thefe twelve months paft (m).* ..(»)"•▼<>>. 

* * ' 111* p« 90* 

' It was not long, however, before De Witt talked 
to the ambaflador himfelf in the fame ftrain, * I have 

* been,* fays UEJlradeSy in his letter to his mafter, dated. 
May 19, 1667, * with M. De Witt. — He told me, he 

* was mightily furprized to underftand your majefty was 

* upon the point of marching to the frontier ; and that 

* at the fame time, that you was fetting forth the queen's 

* right to the States : that your majefty had often affured 

* M. Van Beuningerty that you would undertake nothing 
, • without their participation ; and yet, without fo much 

* as giving them time to examine the validity of your 

* pretenfions, you execute your defigns at the fame time 

* that you acquaint the States with them, which is con* 
*'trary to the opinion the States had that your majefty 

* would aft in this particular with greater confidence to- 

* wards them, allowing them a reafonable time between 

* the advice and execution : that he hoped your majefty 

* would have explained yourfelf, either to the States or to 

* him, what places or countries you would be contented 

* with, that a ftop might be put to the flame that isbreak- 

* ing out in all parts of Chriftendom : that he had of- 

* fered before, and is ftill ready, to ufe his intereft with 

* the Spaniards to perfwade them to an accommo- 

* dation ; and he was in hopes of fucceeding, if he had 

* time to manage the towns, and obviate the jealoufies 

* they are under of your majefty's entry into the Low- 

* Countries during the treaty of peace, which Convinces ' 

•all 
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very fliort continuance. For Lewis being 
angry with the Dutch^ determined to take 

a fe- 

* all the world that your majcfty is agreed underhand with" 

* thcEngliJh: * to which he added, * They have longob- 

* ferved your majefty's afFeSion to the ftates to be grown 

* cooler, and that every thing has been pra£}ic'd in 

* France that coiild contribute to the ruin of their trade, 

* by impofing heavy cuftoms upon all Dutch manufac- 

* tares, and by trying all ways to entice their wojkmen 

* into France^ from whence however feveral of them 

• - ' ' • ■ • , ». 

* have returned without finding the encouragement they 
(«)M. p. c expefted («).' Thefe remonflrances had no 

eiFe£l. The king marched in perfon, in a fhort time 

after, at the head of an army of 35,600 men, coin- 

inanded by Turenne j befides two other bodies, under 

the condudl of D^Aumont and Crequi. His progrefs was 

rapid; All places fell before him : nor were the Spam- 

ards capable of making any Qonfiderable refiftance. The 

neighbouring ftates took the alarm: nothing was heard 

but execrations on the French King, His perfidy ; his 

ambition ; and the danger all near him were in, from 

his daring ads of violence; were become the talk of 

ihoft nations. The Triple League between England, 

Sweden^ and Holland^ was now formed 5 which faved 

Flandersj in fome meafure, for a time, by inducing the 

French to agree with Spain^ and reftore part of their con- 

quefts, by the peace o^ Aix-la^Chapelhy May 2, i668, 

— Thus did Charlesy with honor to himfelf, with fatif- 

u) See f^^^on to his people, and the applaufe of his allies (^), 

Tempi -'8 in fome meafure, atone for his impolitic fleps in coia- 

L|"*^''»|*°' mencing and conducting the Dutch war j whereby the 

»*, 1608. two 
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ft fevere revenge: and^ in concert with 
Chartesy projedtcd the conqucft of the 
United Provinces. This brought on (rrr) 



two contending nations were weakened, and France hai 
an opportunity of meditating, and, in part, executing 
tbofe mighty fchemes of ambition which fince have 
proved fo fatal to herfelf and her neigljbours, — - How 
long his majefty continued thus to a£l^ will be feen ia 
the following note. 

^ (rrr) Thefecottd Dutch*u/tfr, engaged in by Charlesi 
fventnear ttf ruin that Republic^ and the liberties of ,£u* 
rope.] ^It appears from D Eftrades^ that the Tripled 
League gave great offence to the French : and that 
though, for the prefent, they faid little publickly; they ' 
harboured thoughts of revenge againft Holland.^ which 
fo unexpe<^ediy and fuddenly had united with their com- 
mon enemy. *— * As for the ill proceedings of thefe pea* 

* pie here,' fays he, ^ there is fufficient ground to make 

* them doubly and certainly feel their efFe£ls when the 
^ peace is made^ I know their weaknefs as well as any 

* man, and on what fide they are to be taken when the 

* king pleafes : but this is not the time (p).* — ^ M. de ^Jt) M. fi 
isimnei in his letter to D'^r^d&j, dated, ^jrr^ 2, i668s 
tells him, ^ that he had two hours difcourfe with Fan 

* Beuningen [the Dutch AmbafladorJ : that he had told 

* him only as his private opinion, without any order 

* from, ^e king to fay it to him, that he would have 

* engaged his head for it, that the peace would infallibly 

* have been concluded on the conditions of one of th^ 
f two alternatives^ if the league ztl^js^XiJIague had not 

Vol. II. P ' '•"" *been 
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ft fecond war with HaUandy which Wai 

likt 

^ been made i but that this league having given the 

* world a proTpe£t which might make it judge that all 
^ that the king had done only from bis own inclinatioii, 

* and to acquire the glory of moderation, which at pw- 

* fent is the only thing which remains to be gotten, he 

* would at prefcnt do it, as it were by force, for feart)f 
•-the faid league; which appeared,' continues he, *ft 
'' hard to a prince of the king's humour, who prefers his 

* glory to all other confider^itions, that I could not fjiy 
« anything more of it. And, indeed, I cannot be fofi- 

* ciently furprized, confidering the prudence of thofc en- 

* gaged in this negotiation, that they did not, as it were, 

* bury in the fectet articles, as well as the third of tht 

* faid articles, all that might feem imperioufly to prefcribc 

* a law fo the king, or the conduS he is to chufe, that if 

* he will not, that t}i*y wHl make him do it by force; as 

* is exprefled in the place where it is faid, that his ma- 
^ jefty fhall not any longer ufe his Jlrms in Flanders^ nor 

' even receive the places which would furrender to 

f{f) M' P« < him (^)/ —We may well enough therefore believe 

Voltaire^ when he tells us, * th^t Lewis XIV. was filled 

* with indignation to behold fuch a little ftate as ifW- 

* land forming defigns to fet bounds to his conqueffs, 

* and be the arbiter of kings: and his indignation was 

* increafed, when he found that this little ftate was able 

* to do this. Such an enterprize of the Uhited'Prbvinees 

* was an outrage he could not bear,^ though he afFedled 

* to difregard it: and from that time he meditated re- 
(r) Age of « venge (r),* — Agreeably hereunto Lord HalifaXy who 

vor^ p, * was well acquainted with the affairs of this reign, obferves, 
Ji6. * ' '* • «that 
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like to have terminated in th^ deAruc- 

tion 



that the peace of Aix-la-ChapelU was a forc'd put ; and 
though Frmce wifely di^mbled their inward diflatif- 
faAion, yet from the very moment they refolved to 
iinty the triple knot whatever it coft them* For his 
Chriftian msgefty, after his conquering meals, ever 
rifes with a ftomach : and he liked the pattern fo well, 
that it gave him a longing deure to have the whole 
j^iece* Amongft the other means for the attaining this 
end, the fending over the Duchefs of Orleans was not 
the leaft powerful. She was a very welcome gueft 
here ; and her own charms and dexterity, joined with 
other advantages that might help her perfwafions, gave 
her fuch an afcexidant that {he could hardly fail of fuc- 
cefe. One of the preliminaries of her treaty, though a 
trivial thing in itfelf,yetwasconfiderable in theconfe* 
quence: as very often fmallcircumftances often are, in 
relation to the government of the world. About this 
time a general humour, in oppofition to France^ had 
made us throw ofF their faihion, and put on vefts, that 
we might look more like a diftin£l people, and not be 
under the fervility of imitation, which ever pays a 
greater deference to the original than is confident with 
the^ equality all independent nations {hould pretend to. . 
France did not like this fmall beginning of ill hu- 
mours, at leaft of emulation ; and wifely considering 
that it is a natural introduction firft to make the world 
their apes, that they maybe afterwards .their flaves; it 
was thought that one of the inilrudlions madam brought 
along with her, was to laugh us out of thefe vefts : 
which (he performed fo efFeduaily, that in a moment, 

Y% Mike 
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tion of that republic, and the liberti^i 

of 

* like fo many footmen wbd had quitted dieir maftM 

* Itvery, we all took it again* and returned to our old fer- 
' vice. So that the very time of doing it gave a very 
' critical advantage to Frantiy fince it looked like an evi- 
' dence of our returning to their intereft as well as td 
' their faihion ; and would give fuch a difiruft of as ta 

* our new allies, that it might facilitate the difiblutioQ of 
' the knoty which tied them fo within their bounds that 
^ they were very impatient till they were freed fttm. the 
^ reftraint« But the lady had a more extended ^ommif- 
' fion than this ) and, without doubt, (he dduhle-Iaid 
^ the foundation of a new fkxiBt alliance^ quite contrary 
*' to the other in which we had been fo lately engaged. 

* And of this there were fuch early appearances, that the 

* world began to look upon us as falling into apoftacy 
' from the common intereft. Notwithftanding all diis, 

* France did nOt negle£t, at the fame time, to give good 

* vtrords to the Dutch^ and even to feed them with hopes 
^ of fupporting them againft us % when, on a fodden, 

* tKaf lievcr-to-be^forgottcn declaration of war againfi 

* therff comfcs out, only to vindicate his own glory, and 

* to revenge the injuries doiw to hfa brother in ^iffim^; 
^ by which he became ouriecondin this duel. So hunt- 
> ble can this prince be; jwtlen itf ^ fame be does u^ 

. * more bon6r than we ifikn^^ be lays a gfestter ihare of 

(*} Wifcei- « the blahie tip6n our l^ioulders than did naturally belong 

142.*' Sec * to tis (i J/ » " " "^ All this, for aught appears to the con- 

f!'°Atfc of ^^^""y^ '* ^^^^^ ■ ^^ ^* ^^ ^.^ written and publiihed in 

Tureinc, Ihe time of Cbarhsj it does nlJt contain the whole truth. 

Vv^' l£ Wc will, therefore, fupply its ^cfeas from F^ltain j who 

»735- * ? fpcaki 
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of Europe. The nation, hereupon, was 

alarmed. 



fpeaks very openly of the views and defigns of his hero. 
■ • The king [£«£/«] * fays he, * matured his grcaf 

^ dedgn of a copqueft of the Low Countries.^ which he 
^ intended to commence by that of Holland. > . ' ... s The 
^ firft thing necefiary to be done, was to detach England 
^ from its alliance with Holland. The United Provinces 

* being once deprived of this fupport, their deftruAion 
< appeared inevitable* Lewis XIV. did not find it A\i^ 

* ficult to engage Charles II. in his defigns. The Eng* 
f lijh king had not, indeed, ihewn himfelf very fenfible 

of the diflionor which his reign and nation had receiv- 
^ ed in the burning of his (hips, even in the Thames^ by 
f the Dutch fleet* He breathed neither revenge nor 

* conquefts. , His paffion was rather to enjoy his plea- 
^ fares, and reign with a power lefs conftrained : and to 
f flatter this difpofition, therefore, was the moft eiFec« 

* tual way to feduce him. Lewis, who to have money 
f then needed only to fpeak, promiled a great fum to 

* King Charles, who could n^ver get any without the 

* fenfe of his parliament. The fecret treaty concluded 
^ between the two kings was imparted, in France, only 
< to Madame, the fifier of Charles 11. and wife of Mon- 

* fieur, the kings brother; to Turenne j and tp Louvois^ 
c .— *- The Princefs Henrietta embatke^ at Calais to fee 
^ her brother, who was at Canterbury to receive her t 
^ and Charles, being (educed by his friendfhip for his iif- 
f ter, and the money of France, figned everything Lewh 
^ defired ; and prepar'edthedeftruftionof ifi7/A7»^in the 

* midft of pleafures and diverfions. The lofs of Ma- 
f dame, who died fuddenly, and in an extraordinary 

P 3 f wanner, 



ai4 



THE L I F E O F 



♦ 

alarmed. The yicws of the court were 

penetrated : 

manner, foon after her return, ratfed fpme fufptciont 
prejudicial to Monfieur ; but they caufed no change in 
the refolutions of the two Icings. T he fpoils of the repub* 
lie, which was to be deftroyed, were already divided, by 
the fecret treaty between thecourt^ of Prance and Bng^ 
Umdy in the fame manner as Plandits had been divided 
with x\it Dutch in 1635. •^- It is fmgular, and deferres 
to be remarked, ^hat among all the enemies, which 
were going to fall upon this little ftate, there Was not 
one who had any pretence for a war. -*- Xhe fiates 

genera], in a great confternadon, wrote to the king, 
humbly entreating his majefty to tdl them, wlietfaer 
the. great preparations he was making were really dei^ 
tined againft them^ his antient and fi^ithful allies f 
wherein they had offended ? and what repanitimi he 
expe<Sled i He replied, that he fliould employ his 
troops in fuch a manner as* his dignity might demand, 
which did not require him to give an account of it to 
anyone. All the reafon given by his miiitflers was, 
that the Dutch Gazette had been too iniblent ; and be^ 
caufe Fan Beuning was faid to have ftruck a medal in-> 
jurious to£^«;/>XIV. — The King of Englaptd^ on 
his fide, reproached them with difrefpe^l in not dire£l^ 
ing their fleet to lower their flag before an Englijh ftip : 
and they were alfo accufed in regard to a certain pic- 
ture, wherein Cornelius Deff^t, brother of the pen* 
fionary, was painted with the attributes of a conqueror, 
Ship9 were reprefented, in thcf back^ground of the 
piece, eithertaken or burnt. Cornelius De ff^tt^ who 
f ^a4 really a great ihare in th^ maritime exploits agaioft 
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jiLeiietrated : and tl^c ijipg,, forcly againft 

his 



* Englandy had pHBrmitted this trifling memorial of his 

* glory ; but the piflure, which was in a manner un- 

* knownj was 4cpofited in a chamber wherein fcarce any 

* body ever entered. The Englijh minifters, who pre- 

* fented the complaints of their king againft Holland in 

* writing, therein mentioned certain abufive [iiftures. 

* The States, who always tranflated the memorials of 

* ambaffadors into French^ having rendered abufive, by* 

* the wotd^fautif Si trompeurs'y replied, that they did notf , 
f Jcnow what thefe roguifh. piftures {ces tableaux trom- 

* peures] Were, In rjeality, it never in the leaft entered 

* inta their thoughts, that it concerned this portrait of 

* ojje of tb^r citizens; nor did they ever conceive this 

* cpyjd be ^ preteace for declaring war (/).* — All (0 Age of 

this wovW frenp^ ye^fy incredible, if we had not Lewises vol. i. p. 
letter to th(p States general, and the declarations of the ^**— J»S» 
two kings againft them^ to authenticate it. In the 

firft oif thefe pieces the haughty monarch fays, * We 

< ihall tell ypu, th^t we (hall augment our preparations 

< by fea a^d l^pd ; ^and when they fhall be in the pofture 

* w^ have defigned them, we fliall make fuch ufe.of 

* them as we (hall conceive fuitable to our dignity, 

* whereof we are not obliged to give any man an ac- 

* count (u).* — This letter is dated from St. Ger* («) l^«i- 
matn en laye^^ yan, 6, 1672 ; a day remarkable in Eng^ 

land for the order made in council for fhutting up the 
Exchequer, ^nder pretence of the neceffity of pro- 
viding for the fafety of the government ! The war now 
was determined ; and the Dutch Smyrna-fleet was attack- 
ed, though unfuccefsfully, befo^fe any declaration of war. 

P4 The 
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bis inclinations^ was obliged to make a 

feparate 

• • • 

Thj^dedaratloq, however, foofifoUowcc]. C^arle^ in It re« 
proached the Dutch with the wrongs done by them to his 
(iibjeAs in the Ea/i znd IVtft Indies \ and then proceeds 
tp fs^y, < It is no wonder that they venture at thefe out- 

* rages upon our fubjedls in remote parts, when they 
^ dare be fo bold with our royal perfon, and the honour 

* of this nation, fo i^ear us as in their own country^ 
^ there being (carce a town within their tcf ritories that 

* is not filled with abufive pi^ures, and falfe hiftorical 
^ medals and pillars, fome of which have been expo(ed 
^ to the publick view by comman.d of the States them* 

* felves, and in. the very time when we were joined witl| 
f them in united counfels for the fupport of the Triple 
f League, and the peace of Chriflendom.' But that the 
people might be am^fed, it was declared, that his ma- 
jefty was forced to have recourfe to arms, by confide- 
rations nearer to hin^ than what only related to htmfelf ; 
the fafety of trade \ the prefervation of his people abroad ; 
and the infolence of the Hollandirs in refufing to ftrike 
their 0ag to him ; and the affronts offered by them m his 
ycry ports. This was pub)ilhed March 1 7, 1672, N. S, 
^-*— On the 6th of Jpril following was emitted the moil 
Chriftian King's declaration i m which he fays, < The 
f diiTatisfaciton he hath in the carriage of the States 6e- 
^ nera] towarcjis him, for foine years paft, being come 
f to that point that he cannot longer, without diminu- 
^ tlon to his own glory, diflfemble'the indignation raifed 
.* in him, by a treatment fo unfui'tablc to the great obli- 
^ gations >vhich hiipfe)f, and the kings his predeceflbrs, 

I I}ad lb liberally hi6aped upon them i he hath declared, 

* and 
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Ibparate peace with the States af Half 

land. 



^ and doth dedare, that he is determined to mak^ war 

* againft the faid State$.' No remarks need be made 
on this conduct of Lewis^ it was fuitable to his whole 
lifei which was one continued fcfsne of tyranny at home, 
and opprei&on and inToIen.ce abroad^ as long as he had 
it in his power* . Such a prince may be flattered and 
extolled by men deftitute of virtue^ to ferve the purpofes 
of their own paf&ons : but the wife, the humane, and 
^e benevolent, of whatever nation under heaven, will 
execrate his memory, and rank him with the mod: odi- 
9MS of monfters. »■ As to .Charles^ who had fo 
wantonly, unjuftly, and impolitickly begun the war, he 
did «very thing in his power to convince the nation of 
its juftice and neceiSty. In his fpeech to both houfes 
of parliament, Feb, 5, 1673, N. $• he faid, < Since yoit 
^ were laft here^ I have been forced to a moft important^ 
^ neceilary, and expeniive war ; and I make no doubts 
^ but you will, give me fuitable and eiFe<%ual affiftancQ 

* to go through with it* I refer you to my declaration 
f .for the caufesy and, indeed^ the neceifity of this war sl 
f and (hall now only tell you, that I might have digefted 
^ the indignities to my own perfpn, rather than have 

* brought it to this extremity, if the .incerefl: as well as 
f the honour of the whole kingdom had not been at 
^ ftake': and if I had omitted this conjunSure, perhaps, 
' I had not again ever mef with the like advantage*' 
T*— — The Lord Chancellor, Shafttjbury^ otit of thtczi^ 
bal fo infamous in our hiftories, backed bis majefty ; 
^nd, among other things, obferved, ^ that both kings,. 
i kapw^ng their intertfts. refolyed to join againft theta 

* [the 
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land. The waiT} however, between them 

and 



(x) Jovtr- 
mil of thf: 
Houfe of 
Commoas. 



[the J9tf/ri&], who were the common enemies to all mo* 
narchies -, and efpecially to ours, their only competitor 
for trade, and power at fea ; and who only ftand in 
their way to an unirerfal empire as great as Rome, 
This the States underftood fo well, and had fwallowed 
fo deep, that, under all their prefent diftrefs and dan- 
ger, they are fo intoxicated with that vaft ambition, 
that they flight a treaty and refufc a ceJTation. All 
this you and the whole nation faw before the laft war: 
but it could not then be fo well timed, or our alliances 
fo well made. But you judged aright, that, at any rate, 
delenda eft Carthago^ that government was to be brought 
down. And, therefore, the king may welt fay to 
you, '7/5 your war. He took his meafures from you, 
and they were juft and right ones ; and he expels a 
fuitable affiftance to fo neceffary and expenfive an ac- 
tion : which he has hitherto maintained at his owa 
charge, and was unwilling either to trouble you, or 
burden the country, until it came to an inevitable nc- 
ceility. And his majefty commands me to tell you, 
that unlefs it be a certain fum, and fpeedily raifed, it 
can never anfwer the occafion. ■ Let me fay, the 
king has brought the States to that condition, that your 
hearty conjun6lion, at this time, in fupplying his ma- 
jefty, will make them never more formidable to kings, 
or dangerous to England. And if after this you fufFer 
them to get up, let this be remembred, the States pf 
Holland are England's eternal enemy, both by inter- 
^ eft and inclination'(ir),V— What amazing impu- 
dence is here ! To tell the parliament it was their waf, 
when, by reafon of feveral prorogations^ thqr had not 
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and France continued : and the prcferva- 

tion 



bX for near ten months,, and, confcquently, were in- 
capable of giving their confent or approbation : I fay, 
under thefe circunfftances, to call it their wa];;'and to 
tell them, the king took his meafures from them ; was 
3 ftrain worthy Shafttjbury himfelf. — — But isninifters 
of ftate, as they engrofs the power, feem to think they 
cngrofs the fenfe too of the community ; and that they 
may talk what they pleafe without fear of their au- 
ditors. It is, however, a grofs miftake : there are 
ftanders-by, much their fuperiors, who remark their 
behaviour; and take care to expofe it, properly, to 
poft'erhy.— In Z>ryafew'j Absalom and Achitophel, 
there are many portraits which bear no refemblance to 
the originals : but Shafiefiury's feems taken fromlife. — 
Compare the following lines with the above fpeech, and 
then, reader, deternriine : 

* In friendfliip falfe, implacablp in hate; 

* Refolved to ruin or to rule the ftate. 

* To compafs this, the triple bond he broke j 
^ ThQ pillars of the publick fafety {hook j 

* And fitted Ifrael for a foreign yoke : ^ 
^Then, feiz^d with fear, yet^ftill afFefting fame, 
^ Ufurp'd a patriot's all-attoning name.* 

There is another pitSure of him in the Medal^ part of 
which I will here add ; 

< Behold him now exalted into truft; 
^ His CQunicif oft conveniefit, feldom Ji^ft. 



^ 
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tion of the former was owing tc» the 

ipirit 



E'en in the moft finccre advice he gave. 

He had a grudging ftill to be a knave. 

The frauds he learnt, in his/fanatickyearSj^ 

Made him uneafy in his lawful gears : 

At beft, as little honeft as he couM : 

A/id, lilce white witches, mifchievoufly good« 

To his firft biafs, longingly, he leans i 

And rather would be great by wicked means* 

Thus, fram'd for ill, he loos'cl our triple hold ; 

(Advice unfafe, precipitate, and bold); ' 

From hence thofe tears ; that Ilium of our woe : 

Who helps a powerful friend, fore-arms a foe. 

What wonder if the waves prevail fo far. 

When he cut down the banks that made the bar i 

Seas follow but their nature to invade ; 

But he, by art, our native ftrengtb bctray'd.' 



To return. ■ ; ■ As it appears, from hb ms^efiy's 
declaration^ and^rd Sbafirfiury's fpeech, that the 2>stfc& 
were to be rendered odious, that the war might be po^ 
pular ; fo the court employed able pens to accufe, ex* 
pofe, and exaggerate what had been done by any of tiut 
nation, inany time, or any part of the world. Let us 
hear Henry Stubbe on this fubjedi. ■ ' I ihould Fa-* 

* jure Chriftendom,* fays he, ' to reckon the Umtcd 

* iJetberlands a part thereof. Such are their pradices, 

* that 'tis a crime in them to profefs that religion, ainl 
' a great miftake in thofe that entitle them thereunto. 
•^I know not whether I do not fpeak too mildly con- 
< cerning thofe deluded perfons, iincc 't^s a wiUuI ernor 

^4 
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ipirit and bravery of the Prince of Orangei 

aided 



in them that imagine fo : the Dutch'' tbemfdves have 
avowed it; andthofe that have managed their trade 
in JapaHj wfaen.the Chriftians there (at the inftiga* 
tion of the XHacb) were all, by horrible tortures^ put ' 

to death, and every houfekeeper enjoined to declare 
in writing that he neither was a Chriftian nor retained 
any Chriftians in his family; Melehior a Santvoort^zni, 
yinantiusRQmiyn^fuhknhed therofelves^that they were 
Hollanders : moft impioufly, for lucre's fake, declin- 
ing that profeffion of Chriftianity to which Chrifl 
and his apoftles oblige them {y)J ■ ' ■ < We do com- (y) juitii« 
plain,' fays he, in another place, « that thefe Nether^ wt^iSi 
landers^ who do fo highly pretend to piety and pro- t^^ United 
teftantcy, (hould violate all divine and humane rules lands, p. S. 
of civility ; that they rail inftead of fighting ; that they 4^^* ^ 
attack us with contumelious language ; and aggravate 
their unjuft enmity with an infblence that is not to be ^ 
endured* I am as much perplexed to find out the 
rules of their politicks herein, as I am elfewhere to 
feek for thofe of their religion ; feeing that this de« * 
portment mitft needs exafperate all mankind againft 
them^ and conunpn humanity obllgeth eVery one to en^- 
deavour their extirpation. Provocations of this kind^ 
injuries of this nature, admit of no compofition, and 
render the moft bloody wars to be moft juft. The 
indignities done to our king do extend unto all princes^ 
and become examples of what they univerfally muft 
exped in time to fuffer from the continuance of their 
High and Mighties. But thefe affronts particularly 
and moft fenfibly touch the fubjefts of the King of 

Grioi 
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aided ^bjr the oeighbouriog powers i vbo 

yet 



* Gnat BritaiHjtni turn their juAmger info in^dacaUe 
(s}M, p. J. < fy^ ^jgj/ ._ ♦ As to their religion, wc coxAd newer 

^ he conrinced that the HManden did regard any. Their 
' firft revolt was not founded on any fuch priBcijiks r 

* they patiently endured the fuppreffion of theijr chmcchey 
^ and minifters : the country did not fiir thereat ; nor 

* upon the execution of fo many thoufand proteftaats* 

* ^— It is notorious, that the exaction of the tenth pes^ 

* ny, by the D. of Alva^ did more exafperate them than 
^ the inquifltion. -— If we look upon them in their more 
^flourifhing condition; all religions are tolerated there 
^ as well as proteftants^ even fuch as are moft repugoant 

* to the Deity and gofpel of Chrift» Their adlions arc 
^ regulated by principles of ftate; and upon thofe grounds 

* do they invite and encourage all fe£b to Jive in their 
^ territories. When their intereft doth fway them, they 

(fl) Further * defertor fight againft proteftants (<»).' — — It is very 

Juftification amazing that all this fhould fall from the pen of a Jearn- 

Lond. 1673. ^9 unbigotted, if not fceptical man ! But, it feems, 

that there were then, as well as now, authors, by pro- 

feffion, who, for the fake of gain, would undertake to 

vindicate anycaufe. — * For the compiling of thefe 

, * two books,' fays fFood^ *the author was allowed 
^•theufe of the Paper Office at Whitehall 'y and when 
^ they were both finifhed, he had given him 200 iL out of 

* his* Majefty'S'Exchequer ; and obtained a great deal of 
^ credit from all people, efpecially from the couctiers, 

(i)Athen«y *and all that belonged tothe king's court (A).' A 

poor reward, .however, for fuch infamous fervice ! 



5^7- 



Another writer, enjgaged on the fame fide of the quef-* 

tion> 



yet were in a maimer fofcfed to dggrati* 

dizc 



-^ion, averred, • Thatliis Mzjtttjof^Qriat'Britain^ and 

* the moft'Chriftian ICing, otM princes in Europe^ have 
^ tnoft ftadied and endavoured (for the good df their fub*- 

* jeds) to advance trade and commeice'; yet their ful>- 
^ jeds cry out, they have no trade : and well they ma)^ 

* inrhen the Hollanders dire the great fupplanters of trade, 

* and ebftruAors of commerce (to all others but them^ 
^ felves) in the world. And no wonder »; for it is a 
^ prime principle of their {(ate, that they muft not be 

* the Joe-caul, which provides, food for the Lyon ; but 
^ they muft imitate the prudent Cat, who moufes only 

* for itfelf. Nothing can be more becoming the ma* 

* jefty of two fuch potent kings, not only out of charity 

* to deliver the diftrefIedZ>t^ffi^ (an induftrious and well* 
^ meaning people of themfelves) from the tyranny and 
' oppreffion of thofe infolent States; but out of piety to« 

wards God, to fettle. peace in Chriftendom (which is 
only by the power of thefe two great kings to be ef- 
fedled) 3 and to which all kings and princes areobliged 
to contribute their affiftance. For let it be foberly 
confidered, if thefe men (if we may fo call them), fince . 
the revolt from their prince, have npt made greater dif« 
tempers and confufions, and caufed more efFufion of 
blood, and expcnce of treafure, in Europtj than the 
great T«r)^1iath done for thefe 500 years. And as they 
are more powerful by fea, fo they are much more dan- 
gerous in their praftice. Tor the Turk is a prince 
whO) with all potentates^ doth exa£Uy obferve his 
leagues and keep his faith : but it's an apophthegm in 
their ftate, that it's for kings and merchants-to. keep 

* their 
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dize FrancCf by the ceflions made at tfaje 

treaty 

* their word and faith ; but for Ijtates, ho Idfig^f thah 

* it's fubfervietit to their intereft. And how exa£Uy diej 
, * make this good in their aAions, I appeal to all the 

* kings and princes in Europe^ if ever they kept one ar- 

* tide, or their faith, in any thing where it was their in- 

* tereft to break it. Certainly thefe men live$ as if gre^ 

* lins would merit heaven, by an antiperiftafis : and it*s 

* very well becoming the graved judgments to confidef, 
^ if thefe nibii hiay not prove in a (hort time a greater 
« terror and plague to Chriftendom than the Turk hini- 

* feif : infomuch as his arms are at a great diftance, and 
« only land-forces ; but thefe men are feated in the ccif- 

* tre of Europe^ and being fo potent at fea^ and rich' in 
< treafure, may cafl an army^ and, with that, blood anti 
^ confufion into any princes dominion whom they pleafe 

* to difijuiet (efpecially being firft reduced to poverty, 

* which they labour to effe£t in all their territories by 

* obftru£ting trade) ; and they can more fpeedily and 

* powerfully offend any kingdom by fca in one month, 
^ than the moft puiflant army is able to march through 

(e) the * in a year (r )/ *^ — ^^i— But all this had no effed on the 

fo*^ati<^'bf ^nation, who abhorred the war, and dreaded more their 

Wiilitm d« illy than their enemy. This abundantly appears from 

%^T%o.' ^^ writings of thefe times, as well as fromCr^VParli- 

trtod. 1671. amentary Debates j from the hitter of which I will tran- 

fcribe fome paragraphs, which will enable the reader to 

form fome judgment of the difpofition of the nation, 

- " " "^ ■ ' In a grand committee, 0/J7. 31, 167J, when 

the fubjeA to be debated was money for carrying on the 

war, maaf very bold truths were uttered^ and reflexions . 

made 
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tfeaty of Nimeguen^ carried on under 

thd 



made oil the authors of it, as well as the manner iti 
vrhkh it had been conduced. — 'The war at the fixkJ 
faid Mr. BofcttweHj ' was againfl the advice of the whol^ 

* body of the merchants, only fonic particular men that 

* had loiTes; - — »• Thinks the peace a good peace, and^ 

* the triple league much for the fatisfadion df the nar 

* tion, — «• Some trifling injuries were done to the mcr- 

* chants at Siirinam ; as if a man, with a flea on his 

* forehead, would ftrikc it crf^ with a beetle* — Would 
^ make ufe of that vote^ that we might have a peace/ 
Sir WilUofA Covsniry ebferved, < That it is faid, that the 

* king cannot go ofF with honour from his alliance with 

* France t and what then fhall we fay of the triple alli-^ 

* ancej that the peace of Chriftendoin was fo much con-^ 

* cerned in, fo folemn as to be fworn to by the King of 

* Franci^ and rcgiflered ixi the parliament of Paris by 

* that kings command; but yet renounced by him, be* 
< caufe not confident with the good of his people. Mun^ 
'^Jter made a war with our money; it was not for the 
^ good of his-fubje£b, it feems, and he made peace with 

* HoUand. — The fame did Brandenhurgh. --^ The King 

* of France^ by the Pfnnian treaty, was not to aflift the 

* King of Portugal 'f it was not for the good of his peo- 

* pie, and he broke thslt treaty. Princes have ever dond 

* it for the good of theif people ; and if we live by an« 

* other rule than they do, we (hall have the worft of it. 

* Now has the King of France kept treaty with us, as is 

* laid ? Knows not what the private articles Were ; but 
< furely they were made unfortunately, that \^e fhould 

* have no (hare in this conqueft. -^ Ha$ he kept his 

Vol. IL Q. * word 
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the mediation of CJbarks^ who - grt^tlf 

favoured 



' word with us ? He was to fend diirty ihipa for our 

* iixty I had that conjuoflion been as it ihould be, chef 
/ would have fotight. — - Has heard but of two captains 
< killed in the Frmeh fleet, and one died of an unfortu- 

* nate difeafc (the pox). •*- Thinks we had no advantage 

* by their company. One unfortunate gentleman did 
!' fight [Alariel) ; and becaufe that gentleman faid (as 

* he has heard) that the French did not their duty, he is 
^ clapped up into the Bqftile. His own fquadron, he (aid, 
' defer ced him y his captains faid, upon fecret orders 

* which they had.- D^Ejireis fent pofiiiv6 orders not te 
.' fight, unlefs byword of mouth, or by writing : and if 

* that man that brought them had been knocked on the 
' head, no orders could have been had ; no regard to be 
^ had to Prince Rupert's fignals (which is the cuftom at 

* fea). D*EJirees muft, by a council of war, know wh©- 

* ther the prince's orders were good or no. — Cotrld a 

* fleet, coming with fuch orders, ever be ferviceable to 

* us ? Thinks it better we had no fleet. — Thinks ndt 

* fo highly of the Dutchy nor fo meanly of ourfelves, but 
' that we may do well without the King of France. — 

* An indifferent cafuift will fay, having been fo ufcd, 
^ that we are abfolved from an alliance fo ill maintained. 

* — The intereft of the King of England is to keep 

* France from being too great on the continent j and the 

* French intereft is to keep us from being mafters of the 

* fca. — The French have purfued their intereft well. 
' -— Martel has fought too much, or faid too much, 
^ which is his misfortune*, •»— Move^ to infert in the 

' queftioiT, 
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favoured her views and pretentions. •'-'-. 

Not 

* queftion> ** Unlefs it {hall appear. that the obftinacjr 
** of the Dutch fliali make a fupply riecefTary.^* 7— Ac- 
cordingly it was refolvedj * That this houfe, confidering 
^ the prcfent condition of the nation, will not takein- 

* to any farther debate, or cohfideratiori, any aid or fup- 

* ply, or charge upon the fubjeil, before the times of pay- 
^ meat of the eighteen months afleflhient, hfc. [granted 

* laft feffion] fee expired : unlefs [it (hall appear that] 

* the obftinacy oi \ht Dutch [fliall] render it neceffary; 
^ nor before this kingdom be efFedlually fecured from the 

* dangers of popery, and popifli counfels and counfel- 
^ lors ; and the [ofher] prefent grievances be re- 

* dreffed [d).* — ^ — '- Such w^re the politics of the court. ^^W^oi«iu 
— I need not enter into a detail of the battles by fea 
and land, which were fought between the parties engag- 
ed. He muft be very ignorant in our hiftory, who knows 
jiot the amazing rapidity of the French conquefts ; the 
deplorable condition of the Dutch in confequence pf 
them ; the difmal apprehenfions the Emperor, the Em- 
pire, arid Spain Had for their own and the commpri li- 
1)erty ; their entering into the war in defence of the 
States J the heroifm of the young Prince of Orange iit 

• defence of his country ; and the feparate peace be- 
tween England and Hollandy as well as the general one 

concluded at Nimeguen undei: Charles'^ partial mediation* 
Such, however, as are unacquainted with thefe matters, 
may get full .inforniation from Sir if^illiam Temple's 
works; — ^I will conclude this note with the fentiments 
of Lord BoUnghroke ; which, by what has teen and will 
farther be faid concerning CW/^j, will, probably, ap- 

Qji pear 
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Not content herewkh, he^ nc^leduig 

his 



prar to be jirft and perthieBt. ^ What did he [CS&oyi&s If.] 

* mean ? Did he mean to acquire one of the feven pro- 
^ vinced, and divide them, as the Dtdch had twice treated 

* for the divifion of the ten, with France f I belicrc 
^ not« But this I believe, that his inclinations were fa- 

* vourable to the popiih intereft in general ; and that be 

* meant to make himfelf more abfolute at home : that 

* he thought it neceflary, to this end, %o hamble the 
^ Dvtcb ; to irdttce their power ; and, perhaps, the form 
^ of their government : to deprive his ibbjeAs of the 

* correfpondence with a neighbouring, proteftant, and 
' free ftate ; and of ail hope of fuarour and fupport from 
' thence in their oppoAtion to him : in a word, to abet 
^ the de%ns of Frantt on the omtinent, that Prmu» 
^ might abet his defigns on his own kingdbm. This, I 
' faj, I bdieve ; and this I ihould venture to affirm^ if 

* I had in my hands to produce, and was at liberty to 

* 4uote,the private relations I have read formerly, drawn 

* up by tbofe who were no enemies to fuch defigns, and 
^ on the authority of thofe who were parties to them. 

* ^t whatever King Cbarks IL meant, ceruia it is, 
^ thathia conduA eftablilhed the fupcriority of Brana m 

(r) LettcTf « Europe (/). — ^ The following part of a letter, from 

*"dure'o/ * learned friend, which I received fince'tbe writing 

Hiftory, yoU (^e above note, will, I fuppofe, be deemed curious and 

important by moft of my readers; as it contains anr au^ 

thentic account of this remarkable alliance between the 

two crowns, ■ ■■ ■ * lathis morning,*Tay8 he» * heard' 

* read, a letter of Mr, — — to Lord — — ; in which< he 
' writes, That, after fome difficulty, be bad been per- 

' ^ mifited 
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Ms awo» flUdted laow to petfef): and 

increafe 

^ IBittcd toCecKj, JamisU Memoirs : that they cop£ft of 
^14 thin folio volumes : that they are not digefted into 
< one continMcd narcation, but are rather a relation of 

* particular parts of the hiftory of the times. That Be 

* had read the account of the famous private league with 
^ Frwuey which is told at large. That by it the King 

* of France was to allow Charles 200,000 a ycarV *nd 
^ the affiftance of 6000 men in cafe of any difturbance 
f at home» That the two points agreed in it were, the 
« eftablifliment of the favourite religion in Enghmd^^ni 
^ the conqueft of HoJIand. That England was to have 
f Zealaad^ and the reft was to be divided between Frana 
^ and the Prince of Orange. That Charles wanted to 
^ begin with En^ndi but Liwi$ chofe to do his own 

< buiinefs firft, and wpuld begin with Holland i and fent 

* over the Duohefs of Orltans^ not to make the treaty ^ 

< (for that had been done before by Lord Arundel of 

* ff^ardaurL but to reconcile Charles to this alteration* 

* for which the duke could not forgive him. — HeiayS| 

< he is noW convinced of bis having miftaken Charleses 
^ charader. He had always thought him to have been 

* floating between delfm and popery; but that he now 

* found Lofd Halifax^ cbaradlerof him was the true one^ ^ 

* that he afFe6led deifm only to conceal his zeal fot po# 
^ pery. That, after making the tf<Mrfj Charhs called 
^^s confidents together; and told them, that now was 

< the time for introdaclng their religion : and was fb ex* 
^ treamly earfieft on the fubje<9:, as to burft into teari 
f upQn the oceaiton. " The letter is dated, July^ 

* tf^\ but there is another come^ within thefe few 

0.3 -*day5. 
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I 

increafe the navy* of "France (sss), whldi' 

' foon 



f days, with more particulars.* ■■ The nation, we 

fee, had ground fufficicnt for fears and jealoufies. 

(sss) He negleHed his own, and endeavoured toper* 
fe^ the navy of France.] Charles, at his reftoration, 
found a very good i)^vy. Lewis XIV. in a letter to 
ITEf.rades, dated, -</tt^. 5, i66r, fays, *He [the King 

• of Engla^rd] has now a fleet of i6p fail, for' which be 

• IS obliged to his misfortunes, by the care of the pro- 

• tecSor, whilft in authority, to increafe the naval force 
^*d^'^L^' * beyond what any Kingof^w^i^wrf ever could do (/).' 

tcrsandNc- But with all this force he truckled to Lewis ; and^ in a 

p!^ii6!°^' ^ manner, gave up the honor of the flag to that haughty 

monarch when he was poflefled of very little naval power. 

• Your majefty may fee,' fays D*Eftrades, • that the 

• King of England — would willingly avoid any trou- 

• ble on this article [the flag], and would not, t'hough 

• he might, take any advantage of his being armed and 
f your majefty not as yet in fuch readinefs. And though 
f the rout which your fleet muft take, to fail from Ro^ 

• chelle to the Mediterranean, is quite different from 

• that of the Englijh\ and cannot meet one another but 
f fomewhere beyond Cape Finijierre, where there can be 
f no further difpufe j and after this occafionjs over, you 
f may have time enough to put yourfeif in a condition 
f to maintain your right, and to oblige the King of Eng^' 

• land to comply with fuch things as he now refufes, 
^ vvhich he durft not have granted in the prefent wealc 
f condition of his authority over his people; and even 
f filje parliament, though very wellaffeiied to him, would 
J fjey^er agree to. Indeed, they appear to be greatly 
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foiMi became formifiable ' to the Qiari^ 

time • 



* moved on the report of this conteft; and this has been 

* jthe occafion of deputing fome of their members to wait 
^ on the king to be informed of this, and to mak£ of- * 

* fers, which the King of England hzshot accepted of, a9 ' 
^ ilill purpofing that this affair fhould end in fome friend- 

^ ly way. And I muft alfo fay, that, in all bis conver- 
^ fation with me, he has always exprefled a great refpe^t 

* and efteem for your majefty ; and has 9U along feemed 

^ to regard giore the ftiffhefs and obftinacy of his people ^ 

* and parliament^ than any advantage to himfelf(^j/ ,fe)W«P' 
This letter is dated, Feb, i, 1662. ■ ThM«, through ^^' 
indoleiice, and ^tachment to France, was this prince 
difpofed not to infift on a point yielded to Elizabeth by 

Henry the Great^ and aiTehed with an high hand even 

tinder the pufillanimous James (A) ! What was ' W. See 

the eflFeft of this indolent, timid, or complaifant difpo- and Critical 
fition, will appear by the following order given to Sir ^?jf^ r^ 
Thomas JHen by the Duke of Torkf Lord High Admiral : James i, 
* Whereas by. the inftruftions from me, dated, g^o'^Lo^J!^ 

* J'^fy 6th, 1669, you were ordered to give directions 1753. 
^ to the commanders of his majefty's (hips, under your 

< command, that, upon their meeting any men of war 
^ belonging to the moft Chriftian King (whether flag* 

* Ihip or others)) within the Mediterranean Sea, they 
^ fhould not falute them, nor exped any falutes from 

* « 

S them I as alfo that no difputes be for the wind, but that 

< the ihips of war of either fide, which fhould happen to 

* have the wind, might keep it if they pleafed, witbou^ 
^ being required or obliged to go to leeward ; which in- 

* ftrudlions were.given you by his majefty's directions, 

0^4 • upon 
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time powers, and helped to jioQ>ire Jjewif 

with 



^ npon the undertaking fsf the ambaflMor ef fhe moft 
^ Chriftian King that the Fremk men of war AkmM 
^ have orders and dzre^ions to ufe and obfenre the iame 
^ manner of proceedings on their part : And whereas 
^ the faid ambafiador now acknowledges that be mifun- 
^ derflood his ma^efty^ intentions therein^ tfid declared 
^ he cannot procure his confent to the faid agreement : 
^ I do thereupon, by hfs^najefty's diiefiions, recall and 
^ wholly difannul the aboveiaid inflradionss requtiing 
^ and commanding you entirely to fuppveis the ^d m^ 

* ftrudions, as if they had never been given : yet 

* you are, notwithftanding, if you meet any Fremb 
f men of war, to keep a good correijfxindence widi 

* them according to former pra6lice ; and out of his 

* majefty's Teas to avoid> as much as may be, all ocea?- 
^ fion of conteft with them. Given at Whiuhell^ this 

(/) Me. « 25th of Julyy 1669 (1)/ ^ — Lewisj we fee, aded 

EngiKh Af- with the faipe views ftill which he had in i66jt, wlieo 
^f ''sDukc' ^^ ^*** D'MJiradesttW King CA^ri^j, and fafs Chancel- 
if Yorky^P' lor, ^ that he neither aiked nor fought for any accom- 
175. Svo. ( modation a^ to the bufinefs of the flag) hecaufey fajf 
' he, ^ I know very well how to maintain myngbt, hap- 

(k) D'Ef- ^ pen what will IkV — -r— But tp go on ^ our ibb« 

tT3de*8 Let- \ tzt r r i- n . 1 

ters and Ne- je^, ? j.j .. — vv c may form fomc UBaJl judgoifent 
ipothtioiis, ^f jjjg decay of the Mnglijb navy from vAiM, we find 

In t^ fCing's and the Chancellor's [ Ptmh] l^xeches to 
the parliament, Jp. 13, 1675. — — -r- In the ^urft, he 
£iys, ^ I mifft needs recommend to you the conditfton of 
^ the fleet, which i am not able to put into that eftat9 
f fj pu^t Jo be ^ afid ly^ch ^yfl^ rc^uipp ^ ipfM:b tin?? 

*f9 
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rittx the im|HOus tbot^t of landing it 

ftill 



^ to repair and buil<i, Aat I fliould bt forry to fee this 

^ iumtner (and c^xrfequently a whole year) loft, without 

5 providing for it.'* . ^ > i. His lordfhip's comment Oft 

this was as follows : ^ *Tis not altogether the natural 

* decay of (hipping^ no, nor the accidents of war ; that 

^ bave leflened our fleet, though Something may be at-p 

^ tributfid to botli thefe : but our Aeet feems rather to 

^ l>e wealpcQcd, for the prefent,i)y being ouf-gi^owfi and 

-> out^built by our ncighboHfs.'— ^ He might as well 
have fpoke out -r- and dtsclared, that, through neg^ ' 
loA at home^ and care and thought employed abroad^ 
we were become^ etvn at fea^ inferior to our adighbours. 
But bia lordflgup, by faia flourtifaea, thought to difguife 
^tfifi conceal dbe truth as nmch as might be. ■■ *■ * Mr^ 



aj3 



Peppy fecretary to the admiraky^ dedaiet^ * that, ftom ^ 
^ the time of his removai from the navy, in M^^ 
^ i679» the tSdSt& of the inex^rieace of the'cothmiffi-* 
^ oners of the admiralty ware the iubjei^ of coaaaion 
^ cosurcriation : and (what,' adds hi^ ^ was no Inean ad«' 
^.'ditiAn to it) the unconcernment wherewith bis then 
' ^ ma^fty was /aid to fuffer \m being familiarly enter** 
Stained on that fubjedU while at the fame c^ bis trattf- 
'cendeat maftcry in all manttme knowledge could not, 
' vpgn the leift reflexion, but bring into his view the 
> jferioua i/^ckoning the ian^e muft, foon or late^ end in ' .^ y^^^ 
' to his puife and governoieot. P^ at the five years cfld moiies 
^ it proved to.do {ly -~^ The fame geatlemaa has Ro^Na^ 
given MS ^n account of the ileet, as it ftoad in Ai^y^ p- '^' ^^^« 
I6S4. f by which ^ it appqars, that Ofily f<Mir->aad«tweBty * ^^' 
h jbi^ Wi^re th^ 9^ fea^ upo^ of t^eifi above fouith ' 
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fates, cmployiiig but 3070 men. The remainder of 
the navy in harbour fo far out of repair, as to have 
had the charge of that alone (without fea^ftores) efti- 
mated j uft before, at nolefsthan one hundred and twenty 
thoufand pounds. And towards this a magazine of ficMcs^ 
as lately reported from the fame hands, not to amount 
to five thoufand pounds. A magazine fo unequal to 
the oca^ons of fuch a navy; that whereas peace uied 
evermore to be improved to the making up the wafte^ 
ful tSeSts of war ; this appears (after the longeft va- 
cation of a home marine- peace, from the refioratioA 
.of the king to this day) to have brought the navy into 
a ftate more deplorable in its (hips, and lefs relievable 
.from, its ftores, than can be fhewn to have happened 
(eidi^r in the one or the other) at the clofe of the 010ft 
expenfive.war within all that tinae, or in forty years be- 
fore. Efpecially when, in this its general ill i^fght, con-* 
fideration ihall be had of that particular therein which 
'.relates to the thirty new ihips : not more furprizing 
for. the fad (after the folemnity and amplenefs of the 
proviTion made for them by parliament) than import*^ 
ant for its conlequences. Forafmuch as in thefe (hips 
refted not only that by which the prefent fea-ftrengtl^ 
of England furmounted all it had ever before had to 
pretend to^ and the utmoft th^t its prefent woods (at 
lead within any reafonable reach of its arfenals) feem 
now able to fupport with materials, or its navigation 
with men 4 but that portion alfo of the fame, upoi^ 
which alone may at this day be rightfully faid to reft, 
' t the virtue of the whole, oppofed to the no lefs cgnS- 

••derabl^ 
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fatfts \vhich, confidering the authbrities 

on 

* derable growths in the navarl ftrengths of France znd 
^ Holland, The greateft part, neyerthelefs, of thefe 

* thirty fhips (without having ever yet lookt out of har- 

* bour) were let to fink infofuch diftrefs, through decays 

* contra£led in their buttocks, quarters, bows, thick- 

^ ftufF without board, and fpirkittings upon their gun- • 

* decks within; their buttock^plariksfome of them ftart- 

* ed from, their tranfums, tree-nails burnt and rotted', 

* and planks thereby become ready to drop into the wa- 

* ter, as being (with their neighbouring timbers) in many 

* places periflied to powder, to the rendering them una- 

* b!e with fafety to admit of being breemM for fear of 
^ taking fire; and their whole fides more di%uife(3 by fliot- 

* boards nailed, and plaifters of canvafs pitched thereori 

* (for hiding their defers and keeping them .above wa-" 

* ter) th^n has been ufually feen upon the coming in ' 
f of a fleet after a battle ; that feveral of them had been 

* newly reported, by the navy-board itfdf, to lye in dan- 

* ger of finking at their very moorings. And this, not- 
f withftanding above fix hundrecT thoufand pounds (not 

* yer accounted for) fpeht in their building and furniture, 

* with above threefcore and ten thoufand"pounds more 
' denlanded for conipleating them, amountitig together 

* toGyOjOOo/. and therein exceeding, no^ only thi navy 
' officers own eftimates and their mafter fliipwrlghts 'dc- 
f mancls, but even the charge which fomeofthem appear- 

* ed to have been actually built for, by above one hundred 
f and feventy thoufand pounds. And notwithftanding 
f too the flowing in of the monies provided for them, 
■f by parliament, fafter (foif th© moft part) than their oc- 

• cafiona 
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which they are foanded, few will con* 

trovcit ; 

^ cftfioas of employing it- In a word : aotwitbftaad- 

* ing the ftri£t provifion made by parliamenty the l epc at g d 

* injundions of kb majefty, the orders of the then lori 

* treafiArer,aiid ampfenefs of the helps purpofelj allow- 
^ ed (to the full of their own demands and aiHlertaktngs)| 

* for fecuring a fatisfa£lory account erf the charge an! 

* built of the faid fiiips. Laftl j : while the navy (un« 
^ der this five years uninterrupted peace) was fufivrcil 

* Co fink into this calamitous eftate, even to the render* 
^ ing fome of its number wholly irreparable, and it« 

* ducing others (the moft confiderable in quality) to a 

* condition of being with ^Uficulty kept above water; 

* the nary fas his majefty was then afiured by the lord 

* tieaftirer) had been all that while fuppUed (ooe year 
^ with anothv) with font hundr^ thou£uid pounds /w 

W M- P' *ammm{my This long extrad will not be Mnacxxpt- 
able> it is fuppofed, to noft of my readers; as it is 
taken from a book tittle known, but of great autfao* 
rity, coniulering the ability of the writer in matters of 
this nature, and his clofe attachment to the houfe of 
Stuart, ■ I " Thus much for Charleses negled of bis 
own fleet. -— — Let us now fee the care he took of 
the navy of Franci* ' Burnet has obferved, that 

/ * his contributing fo much to the raifing the grpatnefi 

* of France^ cbiefly at fea, was fuch an error, that \% 
^ could not fiow from want of thought or of true fenfe. 
' Rmigivf told me, be defired that all the methods the 

* Fr$nA took in the increafe and conduct of their oayal 

* force ffisght be fent him. And, he Cud, he feemedta 
f ftudy thco^ utrtfb cooccrn and eea)« Hrftieved wliat 

^ errors 
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trovert;. though fa very unaccouMabte 

on 

* errors they coaunitted, and how they ought la beeor^ 

* rc^ed, as if he had been a vice*roy t/^Fr^ma^ rather 
^ than a king that aught to have watcl^d over and pre« 

* v«nt^ th/e ptCogref^ they made, as the greateft of all 
^ tine ii>tfchi^9. that cou)d happen to hicn or to bis peo^ 
^ ple« They that judged the oa^oft favourable of this^ 
^ tbcnight it was done out of revenge to the DuUby that, 
^ with the affiftance of £6 great a fleet as France could 

^ 3^n ^^ bi^ own, he might be able to defiroy theni.^ 

* But othecs put a worf<i confiru^ion on it; and thqugfaty 
^ thatf feeing he could net quite mafter or deceive hi9 

> * fu^e£ts by hii^ own ftrength and management, he was 

* Willing to help forward the greatnefs of the Fr^mh 

* at Tea, that^ by their aiSftance, he might more cer^ 

* tainly fub^ue his own people j^ according to what was 

* generally believed to have fallen from Lord Clifford^ 

* that, if the king muft be in a dependence, it was bet- % 

* ter to pay it to a great and generous king than to five . / 

* hundred of his own infolent fubjedis (»}/ *— — ^ We, p. 614. ' * 
find by ^e Journals of the Houfe of Commons, that a 
CQJXiplaiat was made, ^ that Mr. Pepyfyznd Sir Anthofvf 

^ Dftrntt did caufe: divers. maps and fea journals to be 

* made \ one of them mentioning Captain Mundera 
^ voyage to £/• tkltna i ibme draughts of his majefty/s 

* beft^built fliips^ and fome models of (hips > and four- 
^ teen iheets of paper^ dofely writte»> containing an ac-* 
< count in what manner the navy and admiralty ytttt 
^ gQi9txnti\n England i as alfoof the number of the kings 

* (hips, their fevcral ages, and their condition ; as alfo^ 
^ divers ether treafonabk ms^tecs: makings Atft, a fuM 

• difco^ 
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on the principles of common fenie, 0; 

common 

* difcoveiy of the ftate aiid condtdon cf bis m^eSj*? 

* navj ; how and by what m^ans many of the JSngEJi 
^ feamen may be drawn into the French fervice ; the weak- 

* nefs of thofe places whei-fe his m^jefty'sfaid fliip. .- . nfo- 

* ally lie ; the great want of ftores ; and a defcription of 

* our principal rivers ; and of ciir feveral forts, garrifons, 
*. and of the Ifle of fflght : all which faid maps, jour- 

* nals, models, and defcriptions aforefaid, the faid Sit 
^ Anthony Deane is accufed to have carried over inco 

* France "wx^ him, in the year 1675 5 and to have de^ 

* livered to the Marquis of Signelays^ then fecretary of 

te^iM^'" * ^^^ admiralty in France {0): Mr. Pepys^ and Sir 

i^9* Anthony Deancy endeavoured to defend themfelves in the 

houfe : the former by flat denials 5 the other by an im- 
perfefi and, perhaps, partial confeffidn. What he faid 
was, * that he was a builder of (hips at PortJmoidK: 

* that the king fent for him to go to the King of Frana 

* with two boats for the canal at VerfailUt^ the depth of 

* his flick, about three foot and a half. The queftioi 

* was,* faid he, * whether they ftiould be at the king's 

* cliarge or the French Ambaflador's. Says the French 
*' Ambaffador, We will pay for it. I built them in obe- 

* dience to the king's command, little thinking I ifaould 

* be queftioned here for it. The boats were carried nine 

* miles by land to Verfailks. At the King of Frdnce*s 

* defire I went over to fee them carried to the canal. 

* The king went into the veffel,^ and failed with me. 

* When I had done all, dsfr* the King of France pre- 

* fented me with 600' piftoles for my charges, and his 

* pidute fet with diamond« worth aoo/. and he gave 
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'common policy ! ^—^ — We ihatl $nd little 

difficulty 

^ my fon a medal of lOO /• the captain of the convoy a 
^ chain of lOoA and the men that took the pains were 

* rewarded accordingly. I was ufed well, and kindly } 

* buj could not f^eak one word of French. I was not 
^ prefented to the King bf France^ but my fon who 

* fpoke^ French. Such was my caution. I endeavoured 

* to improve my time, whilft I flayed, by information * 

* of their whole methods of government of their navy^ 

* which I prefented to Secretary Tf^illiamfon^ the Duke^ 

* Lord Anglefea^ Secretary Coventry^ and my Lord 

* Treafurer, to fliew them they had no need of learning 

* from England^ they had got into fo excellent a method. 
' — In the prefence of God I fpeak it, I never Tent any 

plan of forts or foundings, ^c* All things in France 
are in fuch order, that, for my part, I Was afraid to <. 

* fee it (/►).* — This confeifion, I fuppofe, rathei* con- f/>)Orey'a 
firmed than difproved the charge in the eyes of the f*'^^T^'**' 
houfe : for we find Deane and P^pp were fent to the vol. vU. p< 
Tower J and the attorney general ordered to profecute ^^^* 

them. 1 will clofe this note with a paflage from 

0r. Welwood^ as I find it quoted in another writer, hav- 
ing not the book at hand from whence it is taken* 

* Within this few weeks,* fays he, • there has fomething 
' to this fubjefl accidentally come to my knowledge, 

* which, perhaps, a great part of the World has not been 

* yet acquainted with. Nobody doubts but that King 

* Charles 11. underftood fea- affairs, and the art of build- 

* ing (hips^ as well as almoft any of his fubjefts : and I 
' have feen under his own hand feveral extraordinary 

* difcoveries and experiments, in that matter, which 
^ fpeaks him to have beenaprince of gfeat abilities. As 

•in 
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ilifficulty however to admit tfaem^ vfaeH 



, * in all other things that might aggrandize France aad 

* level England: (o in this art of building fhips. King 

* Charles was willing to affift bis intimate ally^ Lewi 

* XIV. to the tttmoft of his power. In order therceob 
^ he not only faithfully communicated to the Fraid 
^ King, from time to time^ all his own obfervations aoj 

* experiments i but likewife thofe of the moft fkilhl 
' perfons about him in the art* Nay, fuch ^was that 

* king^s zeal for Frana^ and bis care to acquaint the 
^ French King with fea-^a^trs, that I have lately fees 

* the doubles of feveral letters from King Charles to the 
' French King, about implements and new difcoveries is 

* building (hips of war ; and at the foot of feme of the 

* doubles of conftderable length, written by KiHg Charle 

* himfelf, to this purpofe : The original with nay own 
s^ hand ; fent him fuch a day* Strange 1 that a princei 

■ fo much in love with eafe, and who writes fo ill I 
^ hand, could be brought to write near a flieet of paper 

* at a time, meerly to teach an inveterate enemy of the 
f Englijh nation a way to contend with htm the domi^ 

* nion of the feas, the brightefl: jewel of his crown. 

* But this is not all : King Charleses love to the people 

* of England went farther yet j for there is to be fecn 

* the double of a letter from him, to the French King^ 
^ full of inftrudions about this fame fubjqid, dated at a 
^ time when he pretended to concur with other princes 

^ft),"^" * in obliging that king to make a peace {q)* >*' • ■> 
flttyof Eog- The Englijh natioa had abundant reafon to blefs and 
'•^^ ^*^foi* P'f^f^ Almighty God for reftoring to them a prince of 
Lnfel 1730. io beftevoUnt a diipofiCioa ! 

Hi 
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^»^e cohfider the abandoned chara<5ter of 
Cifarlesi ind add, * he ^as a penfioner ( t t t ) 



to 



(jttt) He was a penfioner to France, j Wi^uefort Kaaf 
Si whol^ chapter to prove> that it is lawful for an im-^ 
bafiador to corrupt the mlniAers of the court where he 
reiides (r). But how lawful foever this may be in am* {r)tmhii* 
bailadors ; it is much more lawful and neceffary for the 353/ foL 
princes, at whofe courts they refide, to watch them nari ^^^* ^7*^* 
rowly, left tHey malce theiiifelves matters of fecrets - 
moft dangerous to be revealed. For they being fpies by 
ofHce, privileged ty character, and, for the moft part, 
well fupplied witK money ; have great opportunities of 
corrupting' indigent, avafitiousj or weak men, whp 
abound in all courts, and are ehtru^^ed with the moft 
important affairs, — - Wife princes are fenfible of thisi 
- — weak ones unconcerned about it. — ^ — -r- ' It is faid/ 
fays the above-cited author, * that one day an Engli/b 

* gentleman fighified to l^xngyames^ that he had a mat- 

* ter of very great importance to impart to him; But 
'< that hl5 'majefty ntiuft affbre him of his prote£lion in a 

* particular manner, becaufe, without that, his life 
'* would be in great danger. After he had taken his 

* neceffary precautions, he told him. That feVeral no- 
^ blemen of his court and council received pcnCon* 

* from Spain ; anci that he could inake it out. The 

* king anfwered him. That he knew it very well ; and 

* made a jeft of it. He moreover faid, He wiflied the 

* King of Spain would give them' ten times as much ; 

* becaufe this, unprofitable expence would render him 

* iefs able to make war againft him. Th& Frsnch^ who 

Vol. ii. R ^ ^ take 
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to the crown of Trance ; * So loft was hk 

IB 
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take pleafure in publifliing the good they do, as i»d 
as the favours they receive^ have endeavoured to mab 
it believed, that the minifters of the court of Enghd 
were not very difficult on that fubjed not long fioce; 
Queen Elixahetb would not have fuffered it. HemjVf* 
had given the order of St. Michael to Nicholas CEf- 
fordy and to Anthony Shirley^ on account of the fervicej 
they had done him in the war. Thefe tw^o gentle- 
men, being returned into England^ the queen (enttbeo 
to prifon, and commanded them to fend back the or* 
cicr, and to caufe their names to be raz'd out of the re- 
giftcrs. She faid, that, as a virtuous woman ought to 
look on none but ]}er hufband, fo a fubjed ought not 
to caft his eyes on any other fovereign, than him God 
had fot over him. I will not,' faid (he, ^ have mjr 
fheep marked with a ftrange brand ; nor fuSer than 
to follow the pipe of a ftrange ihepherd.' Queeo 
Cloriftina would not permit the Prince Palatin to re- 
ceive the order of the (jaiter ; nor the Count de b 
Garde to be made a Prince of the Empire. Theft 
two queens were in the right to hinder their fub}e<3» 
from entering into engagements with foreign princes. 
They cannot (hare out their afFedion, nor their aieal, 
without robbing their fovereign of all that portion 
they fo beftow ; who ought to be as jealous thereof 
as the hu{band is of his wife's honor (j).' ■ ■■ ■ " What 
would this writer have faid of a prince, who bargained 
for a pe^ifion^ and authorized his minifter to negotiate 
it for him in the bcft manner ? If minifters arc blame- 
worthy in iharrng out their affection and their zeal; 

hovf 






td att fliame ! — *^ If w« tur^ -row to 

affairs 



nracli iikjre culpable th^ forereigti, Who facrifices 
his people to a brib^, arid fills his privy ptiffe at the ex- 
peiie^ cff their welfare ? And how jealous, with rea- 
fon, ought a nation to be^ when under a head capable 
of fuch a dii-ty, infamous traffick ? - 

W^e have already feen Charlh leagued wfeh P'rance, in - 

order to Aibd ue/fe//(7«^/ and introduce popery irito his own 

kingdonrw : we h<ve feen that, to facilitate thefe infamous 

projeas, he recei<>^ed 200,000/. per annum fronl France; 

thereby England y/2LS hurtcd, and £«r5^^ likely to be 

ehfla\red(0 : it now remains, in order to have a full view (t)^tmt 

of this part of his charaAer, to fee what was his con- C*^**). 

daft when he had been forced to make peace with the 

Duid^j and the congrefs was held for putting an end to 

the war, at Nimeguen, under his mediation. To fuch 

ias have not the DanBj^ papers in their pofleffion, the 

following extraSs will srfford entertainment, as well as 

information, oti the fubjcft-matter of this note. n 

Mr. jlA«d/tf^tf/,.ambaflador to the French King, in a let- ^ 

t'er to his own matter, datedj Paris, June 21, 1677^ 

N* S. lays, * That your majcfty may underiftand me the 

« better, you muft cali to mind bow, when you made 

* a fcparite peace with Htflland^ Mr. Ruvigny (zt thaf 
« time the King of France'his minifter in England) was 

* fo importe [outragious] and paffionate upon it, that 

* you were extreamly di^fefied with him and his pro- 

* ceedings ; and at an entertainment made you by mV 

* Lord Lindjiy, at Chelfey, y6u were.pleafed to call mc to 

* you, and command me, becaufe of my friendfliip and 

* acq*iiaintance with Um^ to f»dvife hioi to change his 

R a 'language 
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affairs at liome; wc fliall find them nK>ft 

miferably 

^ language zni behaviour: thatycfu could not believe itn 

* mafter would countenance him in it ; and that yoa 

* thought you gave great marks of your friendihip in 
^ proceeding no farther, and not taking up the triple al^ 

* liance again : that, whilft you had been joined with 

* his mafter, the crown of France had e^treamly advance 
' ed his own intereft, and none of your majefty^s as he 

* was obliged to by his treaty. When I delivered to 

* him your majefty's meflfage, I found him extreamly ftir- 

* prized and frighted ; which I improved as much as I 

* could. All that he had to fay to me was, after fudi 

* great fums that his mafter had paid in Englajufy it was 
^ hard to be left fo« I told him that, as for the fum$o( 

* money, they were not fo great as to regret the payment 

* of tbem : that, to my knowledge, the crown of Frana 

* paid to the crown of Sweden two millions and a half for 
^ being neuters (for fo the Swedes were then) ; and that 
^ your majefty, who was fo great and fo powerful a king, 
^ had but three millions of livres for fo vaft a fleet as yoa 

* put to fea, and for.fome ten tboufand of your majefty's 
> fuhjcds that you let pafs oyer into French fervice. That 

* thefe kind of difcourfes and reproaches would but ex- 

* afperate your majefty : that I did not know hdw far that 

* might carry you : that his beft way was to be diicreet, 

* and fay nothing, I remember his expreffion : E Uem 

* je pargnerai mes parolesy isT le roy mm mat/ire fon or- 
^ gent [Well then, I ftiali fave my breath, and the king 

< my mafter his money]. With this I left him, and gave 

< your majefty an account, without troubling you with 

* the particulars I do ooW) thatlbadftobeyed'yourcom- 

^ ^maiuis 



1 
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raiicrably adminiilefed. ; ■ ; The dodrlnes j 

■ of 



• .mands to Mr* Ruvigny. Ybu ordered me alfo to give 

* .my Lord Arlington an account (who was yetfecretary * 
^ 6f ft ate) of what had pafled between us ; which I alfo 
^ did : a,nd told him, that although M)*. Ruvigny talked 
• very high, yet I obferyed, with what I had faid to him 
^ of the triple alliance belx^g taken up again, he wasex- 
« jtreantly frighted ; and.fo nauch, that I was fiire, if be 

' ^ were well managed, the three millions you bad during ' 
•the war might be continued to you^.Heanfwercd rac, 

• that I was outofplayj and no longer ambaflador; and 

• that you would not take it well, he was fure, my med«' 

• ling any qaore in bufinefs : upon which admonition I 

^ let that fort oS diibourle fall. Some few days after,^ 
^- Mr. Ruvigny came to fee me ; telling me, that in re- 
•. turn of my kindnefs for having advifed him fo well, he' 
<. was come to be advifed by me : that.he found all yom: 
^ iplnifters turning againft /rir/vc^, and .my lord treafurcr 
^particularly, abfolutfly in the Prince of Orange^ s in-^ 
\ tere(l : that he was afraitd you would be hroughc to join' 
y with the Confederate^, and abandon jPn7ff«. Forhim^ 
^ felf, he was at his wits end ; and knew not what mea- 
^ lures to take, except I would advife him. Whereupon 
^ I told him, that my lord treafurer was i the man you 
s moft trufted ; and,iii my opinion (ifyourmajefty would 

< accept of it), the beft way was to offfsr the continu-' 
^ ance of the three millions during the war : Car dan^^ 
* ^i mondi on no fait rien pour rien [For in this world 
^Dobody does any thing for nothing]. After this, I 

< beard nothing from Mr. Ruvigny of three months, till 
^ at laft he caqnie and told me, Vou$ m^anaz donni un bon 

R 3 * confeil^ 
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of liberty, fo precious in the eyes of the 

wife 

* confeilj i*f le rnmm meiftu vtms en ffiMi^i [The ad- 

* vice you give is very good, and what the king my 

* mafter is obliged to you for]. Since my coming into 

* .France this laft time, I have conVerfed much with Mr. 
^^Rituignyy who, partly with- age, and partly with dif- 

* conOcnt it his ill ufage at ctnrrt, is the moft broke 

* that can be, and as you will eafify believe by what I 
^ am going to teU youf : for -finding him always com- 
' plaining of his ill ufage after the great and good fer- 
^. vices he had done, I flattered his difcontent as much as 
^4 could, to get out of him hisgreateft (ervices I found 
^ he ib modi talked of : . and at hft he confeffiidto me, 
<^ that when I advi&d him ta offer y<Nir majefty the con- 
^. tin nance of the three millions, that be propofed -it at 
^ his court : -cbat tbey confeated-to it, only with a-M-' 
'xaomoieiidation to menager la beurfi du r^y [to be as'* 
Sgood anluEfcand of the king- &•> money as he could}: 
* -that he had done it (b well, at to'bringyour raajeffy' 
^. to be ccqitented' with an hundred thoufand pounds : 

* that if ke -would, the king di Prance would as ealHy 

* have paid you three ; >and notwithftanding his grckt 
** iervice5''they*now rcfufed to make his fon a brigadier, 

* or t<^ give him the rcverfion of his place of agent pour 
^.les Hsigmot^^otxki a thoufand piftoles a year. I have 

^ feen all the letters writ to him from France about thii 
^ afFair ; and your majefty may believe me, if Mr. X»- 
^^igny had not managed in hopes to make his own for- 
y *.tune by fuch a fervice, you had had three hundred 
^ thoufand piftoles a year ; whereas now you haVe but 

* one, I trouble you. Sir, with all thrfe particular, 

nhat 
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^ife.aod virtuous qf all ages^ which had 

been 



* that you may the better JcnQW your owp power au4 

* greatpefs ; and, confequently, fet a greater value up*r 

* on it, if you think fit, I am fure the greatnefs of the 
^ King pf France is fupportcd only by your majefty^s 

* connivance at what he does, and the good will Chrift- 
^ endora fee9'you have for him', The advantage he has 

* by it, even in point of revenue by his conquefts, does 

* anaount tp five times the fum you have now fron^ him ^ 
^ and though after-games are hard to play, I think, I 

* underftand this court fo well, and, if you care to hav^ 

* it done, I am confident I could get you, by agree- 

* ment, a million of livres a year to be paid .whilft the 

* war fliall laft, and four millions after the peace fhall 

* be made : I mean, Sir, over and above what you have 

* from France now. And if you approve of my propoA- 
\ tion, be pleafed to write me five or fix lines with your 
^ comma4id^ and .diredions,and I doubt not but to give 

* you 4 gppd accpunt of it («)? ^ Lord Danf>y^ in a M^^^:^ 

ittt^x tor Mountague^ dated, Londonyjuiy 15, fonowmg„ 1-— 6. 8vo. 
tells hiiiii *. his majeftyhad commanded hini to write an ^®"**' '7'<=»' 

* anfwer tp , that part of his letter which' concerns the 
^iponey. "That he Ihall take it for a good fervice to 
' get an addition pf a miHion to be well paid d'uring the 
•war, and four millions well fecured to be paid within 

* fix mo;iths after the peace ihall be made ; but unlefs ^ . 

* he can be tjien certain of the four miTliQns, theaddi* 

< tipu pf 9,W million during th$ war will not be enough ; 

* it beings impoffible, with lefs than the value of two 
f hundred thoufand pounds fterling a year, whilft the 

f \)ra)r la^Sy^tV fupport his affairs, in which he fufFers fo 

R 4 ' * much 
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Jbecfi ftrongly inculcated, and greedily 

embracedi 

^ much for their fakes ; as I confcfs, in my own opinion, no' 
•* money can recompenfe. His majefty knows not how to 
^ fend you any particular infiru£tions as to the manage- 
f ment of this matter ; but trufts entirely to your judg- 
f ment, fince you tell him that you have prepared every 
f thing for the execution of his commands in it : but 
f he has commanded me to give you this caution, that 

* unlcfs you fee your way clearly through this' affair, 

* he would have you communicate to him the fteps by 
f which you defign to arrive at it, before you pUt it in ex- 

(•y) ^^ p. 7« * ecution (;r).' In a letter of Moutttague*Sy written from 
Parisy on the 12th of Auguft^ to the treafurer, ititfaid,^ 
f Mr. Pompone tells me, this morning, that Mr. Couriin 

* has agreed this matter with the kin^, my matter, and 
\ in your lordflxips prefence; and that his majefty will be 

* contented with two millions of livres a year only 
f during the war 5 which, I confefs, furprized me cx- 
f treamly^ confidering the necefiity of his majefty's con* 
' dition, and the pofitivenefs of his commands to me to 

* infift upon two hundred thovffand pounds fterling, 
! )vhich I had done very effectually, and muft have fuc<t 
^ ceeded in, confidering the reafonablenefs of the de-* 
f mand, except the generofity of the king pur mafter'^ 

* nature, who values money fo little, has already con- 
(f) Id. p. 13. c ^efccnded to the lefler fum of two millions fy).' ■■ 

Danhyv/2is aftonilhed at this account; and attributed it 
to the effrontery of the French minifters, Wh'6 fcrupled 
not lying when it might ferve their purpbfe. At length, 
however, he found it but too true ; as he tells Mounia^^ 
fue in September. ' Hear his words. ■ '. '' *'At the kirigi 

^arriv^ 
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cMibraced^ frc»n the beginning of the 

pivil wars to the reftorstidn of monarchy. 

c- t Thefe 



?, arrival froqi Plymouth j I found heliad copfented (and- 
f,hx the prefepce pf the duke) to two millions, to be 

* CQiDpleated for one year, ending at Chrijimas next ; 
*^but confjefled he had not confidered the difference be- 
^^twixt that and two hundre4 thoufand pounds j ^nd faid, 
^ that two hundred thoufand pounds was the fum that 
^ would be ^t leaft neceffary for his fervicc, and which 
^Jie had dire£ted that you IQouId infift upon: and I 
^ found he was troubled that be had confented to the 
*two millions, a|id imnfiediately fent for the duke,' 
^ whom he commanded to fpeal^with Mr. Courtin zhout 

* iti and tell him how neceffary it would be to have two 
f hundred thoufand pounds, by reafon'of the danger of 
Vthe Spaniard falling out with himi But his highnefi 
•.not being able to prevail upon mt, Courtin^ rior his 

* majejty being willing to fpeak any mpre upon that fub- 
^ jeft to him, th^ refult of his majefty's pleafure hath 

* been, that he wfll fp^ak no more of this matter him- 
^^ felf to Mr. Courtin, but does command that you do 
^ ftill mfift upon the fum to be two hundred thbufand 

* pounds : but you are to fay, that you j^rceive the 
^^king did once think to have made a {hift with two mil- 
^ lions, biit.that now he finds fo great caufe to appre- 
*^.hend a breach with Spatn^ or at leaft fo much appeart 
tiuace of ki as will nece{$tate him to be at more charge 
f th^p.)pie,ir>^4P4ed oil the WeAern iflands ; fo that he 

^ muil needs deftre.tbait fMm (2)/ < I will only add (»]ld.p.24« 

Bart of a kder [rsim tbf T^x(S2^{\^&i tp Mountagne^ dated, 
\ ^ London, 
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piocfs o( mankiiid^ wei^ &$.iB..avxii9r^ 

" ' ^ ment, 

L(mdfinp March 25, j6^8, O^S- r— Mn cafe,' fays 
he, * the conditions of peace fhall be .Accepted, the kl^ 

* cxpqAs to have fix millions' of livres k yeaf, for thifee" 

* years, from the tinje that this agreement ib^ll be figried. 

* betwixt his maj^fty and the king ofFrana^ tecaufe it wfll* 
probably be twoor threeyears before thl6 partiafncni! wiiriie' 

* in huniour to give bicn any fupplies after tlie malting* dr 

* apy|)eace with fr^«#«j and the ara^affadfpr'hcre has af- 

* ways^greed to tb^atfunij^but p<rt for fo long time; Ffy<iti 

* fiiid ^hep^acewill aQf:})^; accepted, you are not tornen- 

* tijQA the nwneyat all : and all poffible care niuft 'be 
*^4ai^en to nave ti)|^,w|;volc aegotiation as jprivate as is^ 
*^;poi&hle) for. fe^r of giWog.pffence^atTiomei Vhdr^,^ 

* far tl:^ oaoft part,^w.e hear in Ven da^s after.af ap^ 

* thing. that 15 cpoirpiu^iicated jto the Fr^i^J^'miriiftcfs'/ 
(*}R p.75, ^^ jj^g bottQm of this letter are thefe fpinarKabfe ^c>rdis : 

'^ this letter is writ by ofiy QrtJer;'''e; ^. fi).> ^ 

Lgrd Danby hereupon was impeachedj^fof erid^avour- 

* ipg tQ pj*oi:ure a great fum of moh^y, from' the Fhnch 

* Kipgy for enabling him to naai^itkin ahd carry on his 
*. tr^iterqus defigns^ ai)d purpofcs, to the hazard* of nis ma* 

* jefty 's perfon and,government. * Wife4dy,l thiok, can' 
vindicate Panby^ or Mountague^ fof the &are they had' 
in fuch an illicit conamerce : but if cobimon fenfe wis' 
to determine (the maxim, that the king can do -n^ 
wrong b3ng fet afide), his majcffy himfclf wotild- »©lf 
have efcaped with impunity, JFdr it is weU kttown, that 

f^)Dai>!»T*$ ^^^ ^o\ct of this nation- was fm a W;>riwich Francvi att<* 
Memoirs, p. that monev had been provided, by parlteiftWt-, for car- 
1-oad. 17 10. rymg it on etrcctually (^], 4 ^ 
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niesA, Imrkd in obfcurity (uuu); and 

the 

. * - . # 

(uyu) The ioBrinef of liberty were buried in ebfcurity^ 
and the contrary ones ejlabltjhedj\ From the commence* 
ipent of the civil wars, men began to open their eyes,, 
and fee their natural equality,; their right to freedom ;. 
their Jndependencyop the will cither of the magiftrate or 
the gricfl:. Milton^ s writings greatly contributed to thde 
^on9us encs : and we may cafily conceive bow much 
ii^ men .4s Sydpey^ Harrington^ and Neville added 
t})<3f^^to. ^ Under the commonwealth gove^nmpit,* 
tifffe /iodines found great encourag^ni wt ; aad tl|e ^[^ 
fiprtor^of li^ty wf re thfi fiivouritesof the teen 10 |pQ.«er.' 
FiOfp t^'is tiokc^ till the return of his m^jefty, religtOA 
2^4 g^y^/^^^ we^e the common topics of converfatieii 
j^fi iiwridng: and the grei$ frequently produced fchemo 
^ refocming the onCj^ ^d new modelling the other* 
X^e royalifts^ whp h^ted Iaw> as laying reftraint ^on fi>i 

v^r^igniyji ?a4 w|io, for the moft part, caced little foi^ 
f^jion flript of pomp, wealth, and ppw^r : the royaI« 
ifi«, Virith ir^igaation,. faw all this ^ attempted: to ri4j« 
c^nle and expofe it ; and, in their hearts^ detefted the 
9icn who promotive) principles Co op|H>fite to their own 

y^ws of things. Nor did they reft hejfe : As the 

reiiftance of Charles^ his imprifonment, condemnation^ 
and death, were fuppofed to have flovred from the doc- 
trine of the legality of refiftafice of poiv^r^ delegated or 
^pream, when uied to the prejudice of the people i it- 
yvas determined tox extirpate it, and ered the contrary 
pn its ruins;. The fteps by which this was done, Mr. 
lUfh wfll iheiv u& in the following paragraphs : — ~ 
J «The 



«s^ 
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die contrary ones eftabliflied and con* 

firmed. 



The firft ftep,' fays he, * was made in the aA far 
regulating corporations * ; wifely beginning thsU in 
ihofe lefTer governments, which they meant afterwards 
to introduce upon the government of the nation; and 
making them fwear to a declaration and belief of fuch 
propoiitions, as they themfelves afterwards, upon de- 
bate, were enforced to alter, and could not juftify in 
thoie words : fo that many of the wealthieft and fo- 
bereft men are ftill kept out of the magiftracy of thofe 
places* The next ftep was In the zSt of militia^ 
which went for moft of the chtefeft nobility and gentry 
being obliged, as lord-lieutenants, deputy-Keutenants, 
&fc* to fwear to the fame declaration and belief, with- 
the addition only of thefe words, in purfuance of futb 
mlttary commijjtons ^ which makes the matter rather 
worfe than better. Yet this went down fmoothly, as 
an oath in fafhton, a teftimony of loyalty ; and none 
adventuring freely to debate the matter, the humour 
of the age^Iike a ftrong tide, carries wife and good meft 
jown befoi'e it. — Immediately after this, follow-* 
eth the aft of Uniformity ; by which all the dcrgy oP 
England ztt obliged to fubfcribe and declare what the 
corporations, nobility, and' gentry had before fworn; 
but with this additional clauf^ 6f the militia aA omitted. 



• By the Statute 13 Car. 11. c. 1. here referred to, all perfons who AaH 
Ve tmyors, aldemten, Is'c. 'befides^the oaths of allegiance and fapremacf, 
were obliged to take thii oath folloyvsig :'— *< I, A.B* do dechune, aod believ^ 
'that it is oot lawful, upon aoypteteoce whatiberer, to take aras apainft 
*■ the king : and that I do abdor that traiterous politionof taking arms by his 
* authority againfthis perfon, or againft thofe that are commiilioncd by hini. 
f So hetp me God.' 

*Thia 
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fitnied. Now if was that refinance of 

the 



This the clergy readily cbmplied with ; for, you know^ 
that fort of men are taught rather to obey than under- 
ftand; and to ufe that learning they have, to juftify^ 
not to examine, what their fuperiors command. 



>«-iwi 



But this matter was not compleat until the fivt-miU 
a& pailed at Oxford^ wherein they take an opportunity 
to introduce the oath in the terms they would have it* 
This was then ftrongly oppofed by the Lord Trcafurer 

Southamptony Lord fFhartortj Lord AjhUy^ and others^ 
not only in the concern of thofe poor minifters that , 
were fo feverely handled, but as it was in itfelf a moft 
unlawful and unjudifiable oath. However, the zeal 
of that time againft all non-conformifts eafily pafTed 
the ad. This a£t was feconded the fame feffion, s^t 
Oxfordy by' another bill in the houfe of commons, to 
have impofed that oath on the whole nation. And 
the providence by which it was thrown out was very 
remarkable: for Mr. Peregrine Bertie being new- 
ly chofen, was that morning introduced into the 
houfe by his brother, the now Earl of Lindfeyy and Sir 
Thomas OJborny now Lord Treafurer, who all three 
gave their votes againft that bill \ and the members 
were fo even upon the divifion, that their three votes 
carried the queftion againft it.*— In 1675, a bill 
was brought into the houfe of lords, and ftrongly fup- 
ported by the biihops and courtiers, which reqwcedall 
officers of the church and ftate, and all members of both 
houfes of parliament, not only to take the fameoatb^ 
.but likewife to fw^ar, that. ^, they would ^ot, at any 

^ time, endeavour the> alteration of the government ei- 
i i » « tbex 
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the (ovenign, or tboiib oomn^iffioiKfd bf 

* ther in church 6r 4^ei^ Thb Wa$ Wrongly oppofed 
by the moft confidexable peers : protefted againft by 
them in the warmeft manner ; bat carried j with (omi^ 
little alteration, by a majority of voices. Lvckily, bow- 
ever^ for the nation, a difpute arofe^. between the two' 
houies, about privileges 3 which put an tad to the fef* 
iion before the commons had affented to this infaihoiisr 
bill, intended to (hackle two-thirds of the legiflatute^ 
— -— The Chancellor Finchj and the Treafiife^ 
Danby^ bad the honor of proje£ting and defending tbiv 
ever-memorabld Teft (<r). '■ How different was 

♦•a Fricirf Dattiy from Sir Thomas OJborn ? ■ "■ ■ ■ But though the 
ihthcCoun- Teft mifcarricd, the dodrinc of flavcry prevailed : and 
and Burnet, refiitance, at a(l times, and m all cafes, was almolt um-* 
i^oi. i; Pi verfally condemned. The clergy zealoufly preached tip 
the divine right of kings ; and denounced damnation 
ag^inft fuch as fhpuld dare to oppofe their moft arbitra- 
ry, their moft wicked deligns. I will iK)t make'extraSs 
from the common herd of ecclefiaftical writers. Tillotfon^t 
letter to Lord Rujfely when under condemnation for trea- 
fon, .as it was ftiled, will fully (how how much the flavtfh 
principle had taken pofleflion of wife and good men under 
this reign. I will tranfcribe it at large* It is as follows; 

« 

/ My Lord, 

* I was heartily gJad to fee your lord(h?J>, this morn- 

* ing, ill that calm and devout temper at receiving the 
> iacrament. But peace of mind, unlefs it be weH 
f growndedy will avail little. And becaufe tranfient . 

* difeourfo fi^ny timea bath little efibfi^ for want of timts 

' to 
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Jjffiin, was condemned by adls of parlia- 
ment; 






'* to weigh and confider it ; therefore; in fender compaf- 

* fioit of your lordJ(hips cafe, and from all the good will 
^ that one man Can bear to another, I do humbly ofFer 

* to your lordQitps deliberate thoughts thefc following 
** confiderations concerning the point of refiftance, \( 
** our religion and rights fhduldbe rntaded, as your lord - 
•* fhip puts the cafe ; concerning whiHi f underftand, by 
'•^"Dr. Burnet; that your lordfliip^ha^ once received fa-* 
^ tisfaSion, and am fotry to, find a change. Firft ; That 
'* the Chriftian religion doth plafnly forbid the refift- 

* ance of authority* Secondly i ^''hat though our reli- 

* gion be ciRrablMhed by law (\^%ich your lordfliip ar- 

* gues as a difference between our cafe and that of the 
' Primitive Ghriftians).; yet,- in the fame few which 

* erfabliflies our religion, it is declared, that it is not 

* lawful, upon any pretence whatsoever, to take up arms, 

* {ffr, Befides that, tl)e|:e is a particular law, declaring 

* the power of the militia to be foleiy in the king. And 

* this ties the hands of fubje£lS) though the law of na- 

* ture and the general rules of fcripture had left us at 

* liberty : which, I believe, they do not ; becaufe the 

* government and peace of htrman foctcty could not WeH 

* fabfiRr trpon thefe terms. Thirdly ; Yojur lordlhipa 

* opinion is contrary to the declared doctrine of alLpro-' 

* teffant churches. And though fome particular per- 

* fons have thought otherwife ; yet they have been con- 
« trad idled herein, and condemned for it, by the gene- 

* rality of proteftants. My end in this is, to convince 

* your lordfliip, that you are in a very great and dan- 

* gcrous miflrake : and being fo convinced, that, whi<!h 



• wat 
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mciit; and cenfured from the prefijr 

and 

^ was before a (in of ignorance^ wtU appes^r of a mudi 

* more heinous nature, as in truth it is^ and call for a 

* very particular and deep repentance ; which, if your 
' lordfhtp fincerely exercife upon the fight of your er-* 
^ ror, by a penitent acknowledgment of it to God and 
^ men ; you will not only obtain forgivenefs of God, 
^ but prevent a mighty (candal to the reformed religion. 

* I am very loth^o give your lordfliip any difquiet in 
*' the diftrefs you are in, which I commiferate from my 

* heart; but am much more cqncerried, that you do not 
^ leave the world in a delufion and. falfe peace, to the 

* hindrance of your eternal happinefs. I heartily pray 
^ for you ; and befeech your lord{hip to believe, that I 
^ am, with the greateft fincerity and companion in the 

* worW, 

• Your Lordfliips, (sfc.^ • 

(A Birdi't * John Tillotson {d)/ 

lifeofTil. 

t094 This letter, though it coiitaiiied hothingbut the doo- 

.trines of ihe times, was very fmartly remarked on by Mf • 
Samuel John/on ; 2, man who deferved a bifliopric a« weU, 
at leaft^ as any whoever obtained one. — — ,-— < I eyer 
,* to9k it for granted,* fays he, * that governp^ent ceafes , 

* and is loft, when all the ends of government are do- 
,* ftroyed; as they plainly are where the religion.. wid 

* rights of a kingdom are invadod, for the more fur^ty 
^ and fecurity of which rights men at, the firlj entered 

/ into fociety. I fpeak the language of Fortefcug, Who 

* then, in this cafe, is the friend to gpvernment, and 

* would 
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and fVom the pulpit, by the clergy who 

had 
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would have it live ; he that invades, or he that ftops 
fuch deftru^Uve invafton ? Again : Who is it that 
breaks the peace of human fociety ; he that invades 
all that mankind have« or they that are only willing to 
defend their own ? I, in my fimplicity, thought that 
the breach of the peace h^d been with the trefpafler. 
And I thought, likewife, that, by the law of EnglanS^ 
I might juftify the beating of any man that would take 
away my goods ; ahd that^ in fo doing I fhould not 
breiak the peace : neither would the Jaw impute it to 
me, but to the invader. Thefe were my former 
thoughts: but we muft now learn a new lefibn. 
For, it Teems, the way to preferve government, is to • 
fee it deftroyed, and to let tyranny alone, and to fuf- 
fer invafion to go on , for, otherwife, though the peace 
be already broken to-pieces, you difturb the peace. 
But if it were not lawful to advance paradoxes and 
contradi£lions to common fenfe; how could men (hew 
their learning, or wherein would they differ from other 
men ? As for this maxim (the incompatibility of re- 
ilftance with the government and peace of human fo- 
ciety) j it is exactly calculated for the ufe of a perverted 
government ; or of an infolent hedge*conftable, that 
beats a quiet and orderly perfon for the confervation 
of the peace, and knocks him down to bid him flrand. 
But, to come clofer to the point, is not the invafion of 

the religion and rights of a people, the higheft tyran* 
*ny that can be conceived ? And how then came the 
Englijb divinity to be fuch a pimp to tyranny, and to 
be fo deeply concerned for the fubfiftenc« and ^ conti- 
Vol. II* S 'nuance 
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hkd hopes of preferment. And left any 

chance 



(#) Works, 
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nuance of it without molcftation, as to damn all men 
who would not undergo a fevere repentance for being 
of another opinion ; and to urge them to recant their 
Englifh priivciples upon the very fcaffbld ? Tha* I . 
think that to be a much-more proper place for redraft- 
ing deftruflive errors than deliverance of truths. But 
I can tell all the world how this came to pafs ; for one 
day teaches and certifies another, and things are cleared 
up, in time, vhichwere myfteries tefore, Therea- 
fon why the clergy were fo zealous for tyranny, was,' 
becaufe it was a tyranny on their own fide : their own 
intereft and ftrength to crufh all other proteftants lay 
therein, and, accor^ling to the Greek and Latin wHh to 
enemies, in vafion fo applyed was a good thing; and the 
worfe the better. That made them fo very liberal of 
the EngUJh rights, and to facrifice them all at once in 
< a peace-offering to Moloc ; and it was a true 2& of 

* worihip,for it Agnalize.d their loyalty (tf).*— - He that 
wpuld fee how far the flavifh principles prevailed ; may 
be facisfied fully by confulting the Oxford decree^ whfch 
pafred,'in convocation, July 21 ^ 1683, which condemn- 
ed fonfie of the plainefl and mofl evident propofitions in 
politics. — * I wonder,* fays Harrington^ • why mi- 

* niflers, of all men, fhould be perpetually tampering 

• with government : firft, becaufe they, as well as others, 

* have it in exprefs charge to fubmit themfelves to the 

• ordinances of men ; and, fecondly, becaufe thefeoidi- 

♦ nances of men muft go upon fuch political prrnciples, 

• as they, of all others (by any thing that can be found 

• in tbcir writings or a^on^) Icaft uadcrftand. Whence 

< yon 
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di&nce fliould be left' for the revival 

of 

* you have the fuffrage of all nations unto this fenfe : 

* an ounce of wifdoni is worth a pound of clergy : your- 
^ greateft clerks are not your wiCeft men : and when 

* Tome foul abfurdity in ftate is committed, it is com- 
, * mon with the Frtnch^ and even the Italians^ to call it, 

* Pas de clerc ; or, Governo du prete {/).* But to go (/) Ocet- 

on. — ' I have faid, in the text, that the doftrines tkm,p.aa3l 

of liberty are eiTential to the happinefs of mankind. But 

this, in the opinion of Mr. Hobbesy is a mere jeft ; and 
founded on an abfolute miftake. ^ The Athenians and 

* Ramansy fays he, * were free ; that is, free common- 
^ Wealths : not that any particular men had the liberty 

* to refift their own repre^ntativ^j but that their reprc- 

* fentative had the liberty to refift or invade other people, 

* There is written on the turrets of the city of Luca^ xry 
^ great charaders, at thi& day, the Word Libert as ; yet 
y no man can thence infer, that a particular man has 

* more liberty or immunity from the fervice of the com** 

* monwealth, than in Conftantinople. Whether a com- 
' monwealth be monarchical or popular, the freedon^ 

* is fiill the fame. But it is an eafy thing for men to be 

* deceived by tbfe fpecious name of liberty ; and for want 

* of judgment to diftinguifh, miftakc t&t for their pri-* 

* vate inheritance and birthright, which is the right of 

* the publique only. And when the fame error is con- » 

* firmed by the authority of men in reputation fot their 
. • writings in this fulyeft, it is no wonder if it pOi^uce 

< fedition^ and change of government. In thefe Weftern 

* parts of the woild» we are made to receive our opini« 

* ons,' concemiag, the ijiftltution and rights of common- . 

S 2 * wealths, 



i6o 



THE LIFE OF 



of former principles, fo odious in the 
« eye* 



{g] Levia- 
than, p. 
no. fol. 



i^ealths, ffom Atijlotliy Cicero^ and other men, Greeks 
and Romans \ that, living under popular dates, derived 
thofe rights, not from the principles of nature, but 
tranfcribed them into their books, out of the pradice 
of their own commonwealths, which were popular; as 
the grammarians defcribe the rules of language out of 
the praftice of the time ; or the rules of poetry, out of 
the poems of Homer orVtrgU. And becaufe the Athe- 
nians were taught (to keep them from defire of chang- 
ing their government), that they were freemen, and all 
that lived under monarchy were flave^; therefore 
Arijfoile puts it down in his Politiques (lib. vi. cap. 2.)» 
in democracy liberty is to btf fuppofed: for it is com- 
monly held, that no man is free in any other govern- 
ment. And as Arijlotle^ fo Cicero and other writers 
have grounded their civil do£lrine on the opinions of 
the Romans y who were taught to hate monarchy, ac 
firft, by them that, having depofed their foverelgn, 
fliared amongft them the fovereignty of Rome ; and af- 
terwards by their fucceiTors. And by reading of thefe 
Greek and Latin authors, men, from their childhood, 
have gotten a Jjabit (under a falfe (hew of liberty) of 
favouring tumults^ andof licentious controlling the ac- 
tions of their fovereigns, and again of controlling thofe 
controllers with the efFufion of fo much blood : as, t 
thir*', I may truly fay, there was never any thing fo 
deliT^r bought, as thefe Weftern parts have bought 
the learning of the Greek and Latin tongues i^)* — 
On the former part of this paflage Mr. Harrington rc- 
markS) that, * to fay, that a Luchefe hath no more li- 

• bcrty 
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eyes of. the government, and at the 

fame 
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berty or immunity, from the laws oiLuea^ than a Turk 
hath from thofe of Conftantinople\ and to fay that a £«- 
chefe hath no more liberty or immunity by the laws ' 
of Luca^ than a Turk hath by thofe of Conjiantin- 
ople ; are pretty different fpeeches. The firft may be 
faid of all goverments alike; the fecond fcarce of any 
two ; much lefs of thefe, feeing it is known, that 
whereas the greateft bafliaw is a tenant as well of his 
head, as of his eftate, at the will of his lord : the 
meaneft Luchefe^ that hath land, is a freeholder 6f 
both, and not to be controlled but by the law ; and 
that framed by every private man unto no other end 
(or they may thank themfelves) than to protedl the 
liberty of every private man, which by that means 
comes to be the liberty of the commonwealth (A).' — (it) Ocesu». 
^ut Mr. Hobbes, 1 think, is much miftaken in attri- 
buting our notions of liberty, and the confcquences of 
thefe notions, to thereading of Gr^r^i and Latin writers. 
Our anceftors in Germany^ who underftood neither 
Greek nor Latin^ entertained them. The feudal fyftenij 
in the formation of which neither Arijlotle nor Cicero , 
were confulted, introduced in thefe Weftern parts by 
the Northern nations, in a good meafure adopted them ; 
apd they are ftill fubfifting in feveral parts of the globe, ^ 
where the Greeks and Romans were never heard of. 
This writer, I fuppofe, had in his eye the civil wars of 
his own time and country, when he fpeaks thus fe, .rely 
of the doflrines of liberty, and the fuppofed patrons. of it. 
The Greek philofopher, and the Roman orator, the hif- 
(;onans of both nations, and many even of their poets^ 

S3 celebrate 



26a T H E L I t" E OF 

f^me time fo terrible^ the prefs' was 

moft 

' celebrate the patrons of liberty, andxonfign to eternal 
infamy her foes. However, if I am not much mif- 
takcn, it was not from thefe that the fpirit of freedom 
was catched, which produced effe£b fo wonderful 

From the Reformation, the Hebrew hiftorians had been 
read ; read diligently and conftantly by the hulk of the 
people : m6re efpecially by thofe ftiled Puritans, who - 
- aided the parliament, and rendered their caufe fucceiT- 

ful. The overthrow of Pharbah^ for his tyranny ; the 
dcftruflion of Sibon^ and Og^ for inhumanity ; the hanging 
the king of Ai^ and the five kings, by Joftma^ after having 
overcome them ; the treatment of Adonibe%ek ; and the 
prefent from the Lord of a dagger, by Ehud to Egloriy 
whereby the Ifraelites were reflored to freedom ; and a 
multitude of other inftances which might be produced j 
tended much to fill their minds with notions of the 
lawfulnefs of reliftance, and the right of punilhing ty- 
ranny and oppreflion. And the writers of thel>ooks of 
the NewTeftament, though they have laid down the 
do£lrine of fubmiffion to the higher powers in clear and 
cxprefs terms ; yet never thought, as appears by theii? 
•wn hiftory, that the magiftrate was intitled to aMb- 
lute, unconditional obedience. Now is it to be won- 
dered, that men converfant, daily converfant, in fuch 
writings, fhould imbibe the fpirit of freedom ? Thefe 
writino^s did that on the main body of the foldiery at 
this Ame, which ArlftoiU or Clcera coi^ld not have done : ^ 
that is, they excited them to. aftion by examples heldj^ 
on all hands, to be facred and divine. But what are 
t^c mifchjcfs refulting fto^i tbe(fe do6|rines ? do they. 
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caoft ilriiaiy guarded (www) and fe* 
V . cured; 
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indeed^ farour tumults ; «id licentioufly tend to con-< 
troul the a<Slions of fovereigns ; more than their contra* 
ries ? by no moians. If we look into the hiilories of 
the Turkijh or the Ruffian empires, we (hall find more 
tumults, more pontrouliag, more depofuig, and mur*^ 
dering of fovereigns ; than are to be found in the an- 
nals of thofe nations where the principles of liberty / 
}iave mo{^ prevailed. . Sha Hujfein was<fepofed, his chil- 
iftn mafiacredy and the crown transferred from his fa* 
^ily, even in our own 4ays ; though the Afgans, and 
their .chiefs, were wholly uniiiflru4£ted by the mafters 
Mr. Hobbei fpeaks of (/). The gentleman, however, (0 ^^^ 
was iinnecciritrily alarmed. * The right of refiftance,* Revoiutim 
z% Mx» Locke obferves, * even in manifeft ads of tyran- '^ P^'^*** 

* ny, will not fuddenly, or on flight occafions, difturb 

* the government. For if it reacts no farther than 

* fome. private mens cafes, though they have a right to 
' defend themfelves, and to recover by force what by 

* unlawful fprce is taken from them; yet the right to 
^ do fo will not eafily engage them in a conteft whereift ^ 
f they are*fure to peri(b : it being ^s impoflible for one} 

* or a few oppreiTed men to difturb the government^ 

* where the body of the people do not think themfelves 
f concerned in it ; as for a raving madman, or heady 

* malecontent, to overturn a well fettled ftate : the peo- 

* pie being as little apt to follow the one, as the 
« other {k): 

(www) The Prefs was JiriSfly guarded and fscured^l 
The liberty of the prefe was always a matter of lament- ^^: >^74' 

tltion to the friemk of defpotifm. -** * Printing/ fays 

, i S4 one 
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cured i an(l fuch as were found > to be 

. the 



one of thefe, in an addrefs to bis majefty, Charles Ih M9 
like a good difh of meat, which, moderately eaten of^ 
turns to the nourifhment and health of the body } 
but, immoderately, to furfeits and ficknefle^. As 

the ufe is very neceffary, .the abufe is very dangerous^ 
Cannot this abufe be remedied any other way, than 
depriving your majefty of your antient and juft power ? 
How were the abufes taken away in Queen Elizabeth^ 
King James^ and the beginning of King Charies his 
timo, when few or no fcandals or libels were ftirring f 
Was it not by fining, imprifoning, feizing the books, 
and breaking the prefTes^of the tranfgrellbrs, by order 
of council-board I Was it not otherwife when the 
jurifdi£iion of that court was taken away, by aft 
of parliament, 17 Car. If princes cannot redrefs 
abufes, can lefs men redrefs them ? I dare pofitively 
fay, the liberty of the prefs was the principal further- 
ing cattle of the confinement of your moft royal fa- 
thers perfon : for, after this ad, every male^ontent 
vented his paffion in print ; fome agatnft his perfon, 
fome againtt his government, fome againft his religion, 
and fome againft his parts. The common people, that 
before this liberty believed even a ballad becaufe it was 
in print, greedily fuckt in thefe fcandals, efpecially 
being authorized by a god of their own making* The 
parliament, finding the faith of the deceived peopk to be 
implicitly in them, printed the Remonftrance, the En* 
gagemenjt to live and dye with the Earl of Efex^ the 
Covenant, ^c. and fo totally poffeft the. prefs that the: 
\ Icing could not be heard. By this means the commoii 

peoplq 
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^e authors or publifliers of things d{f^ 

agreeable 
» 

^ people became not only ftatifts, but parties in the par- 

* liaments caufe, hearing but one fide, and then words 
' begat blows. For though words of tbemfclves are top 
^ weak inftruments to kill a man j yet they can direfl: 
f how, and when, and what men fhatl be killed. In 

* the Statute of 21 *Jac. printing keeps very able com- 
^ pany ; as falt-peter, gun-powder, ordnance, ^c. 

^ all which arc excepted from being monopolies (/).' f/) Atkins's 

! Another writer, of the fame clafs^ had before gtow'aS* 

propofed, * that the prefs be carefully looked into, that Printing. 
> no.feditious books or pamphlets be vented, to poyfon 1664. in* 
f the people, or to confirm any in their bad. principles. ^^^ Dcdic*- 

* The want of this care,' adds he, ^ hath grown into a 
^ greatfeminaryofmifchief,which,if nothing but our fad 

* experience of it, fhould make us more wary for the fu^ 

* ture {m): But even this was not all. The W Lak»*8 

author alfo propofed, that a choice and able committee da, p. 130. 

* be appointed to enquire after all books and writings J^g* ''^ 
^ whatfoevf^r, which havefpoke againft the royal right, 

* or the right of the fubje£t ; that they may, as many as 
^ can be got, either be purged or burnt, and declared 
^ againft by authority ; and not to remain as apt fuel 
^ for a new flame, but be buried as far as can be 
f in perpetual oblivion* And, perhaps, in the firft 
f place, as moft peftiient, thofe trails that have been 
f writ about that ridiculous contradiAion in adje£fo of 
f the two houfes co-ordination with the king the mon- 
< arch» when the king is the head, the lords fpiritual 

, * and temporal, and the commpns, the three eftates, by 
; f/everal a^of parliament fpccificd, lippis (f tonforibus 

• notum : 
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agreeable^ uodo'wcnt heavy pumfbments. 

Mens 

* notum : yet arged for defig^s mifcbievous abonunably, 

* as we have felt. As alfo that trayterous diftino 

* tion of the Spenfersj 'twixt the kings perfon and et- 

* fice, by two a£tr of parliament declared treafon ; y€t 
^ in tbefe late times maintained by too many* Gm^ 

* wins book for the juftification of the murther of the 
^ latcking, and many other of that kind. Mr. Bucks 
^ book of Richard tiic^ Third, wherein be fcems toiav- 

* pugpe the right of the king fromthe daughter of King 

* Edward the Fourth, wife to King Henry the Sevendi, 

* too much leaning to, if not affirming Richard tike 
^ Thirds right, by that monftrous 9Bt of parliament diat 

* illegitimates Edward the Fourths ifltie. In Sir Ed- 
f ward Cokes book, intituled, *< The third part of th^ 

. ^* Inftitutes of the Law of England, concerning High 
**^ Treafon^ and other Pleas of the Crown,*' 1658, p. 
^ 7. he puts it down there, for law, upon the Statute of 

* 2$ Ed. ni. c. ii. de prodimnikus, that if treafon ht 
^ committed againft a king de fa&o, and nm dejur^i 
f and after the king de jure cometh to the crown; 

* he fliall punilh the trealbn done to the king de /»Sh\ ^ 

* and a pardon granted by a king de jure^ that is not 
•^ al(b di faao, is void. -^ In regard Sir Edmtrd C^es 
< writings are by many held in high repute, and fomt 

' have not ftuck to ftyle him the oracle of the law ; 
^ therefore his writings reqrnve to be more ftricliy look- 
^ ed into, and that if any errors be found therein^ tbejr 
I* may be dete£ted and expunged, as being move dan- 

* geious dian in other mens writings not of fo great rtf«- 
^W la. p. € ^ute. Corruptio optimi e/hpeffima {n): -— .^ Cofr- 

formable 
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McQS tongqes» hpwever, were employed 5 

and 



farmable to the fentimenta o( tbefe perfons^ nn zQt of 
parliament paiTed ; in the preamble of which it is faid, 
^ Whereas the wcU-govcrriment and regulating of Print- 

* crs and Printing-preffes is matter of public care, and 

* of great concernment ; cfpejcially coniidering that, by 

* the general licentioufned of the late times, many evil- 
^ difpo&d perfons have been encouraged to print and fell 
^ heretical, fchifmatical, blafphemous, feditious, and 

* treafonable books, pamphlets, and papers, and ftill do 
^ continue fuch their unlawful and exorbitant pradice, 

* to the high dilbonour of Almighty God, the indan- 
^ gering the peace of thefe kingdoms, and raifing a dif- 

* aSe£lion to his moft excellent majiefty and his govern- 

* ment : for prevention whereof, no furer means can be 

* advifcd, than by reducing and limiting the number of" 

* printipg-preffes, and by ordering and fettling the faid 

* art or my fiery of printing by aft of parliament.' ■■'^ 
In the body of the aft, ^ all perfons are prohibited from , ' 
' ^printing any l^ereticaU fchifmatical, or offenfive bop)cs^ 

' or pamphlets, wherein any doftrine or opinion {hall ^ 

* be afferted, or maintained, which is contrary to thc^ 

* Chriftian faith^ or the doftrine or difcipline of the ^ 

* Church of England^ or which fhall or may tend, or bc^ 
' to the fcandal of religion, or the church,' oj: the go'-^ 

* vernmcAt^ or governors of the church, ftate, or 
^comiQon wealth, or of any corporation, or particular 
f :|3>eir£9P or perfons wbatfoever/ But as all men could 
not b? foppofed to know when they wrote here/y, or 
prof^ed fchifii) ; as authors might unwittingly manu- 
f-^re bl^phcmy, fedition^ and trcalbri s it was provld- 
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and a courts with meafures fo vile, efcaped 

not 

ed, that a licciKcr, appointed by the government, (hould 
infpedt all writings prepared for the prefs ; and after being 
approved of by him, he was to ^ teftify, under his hand, 

* that there vtras not any thing contained in them con- 

* trary to the Chriflian faith, or the dodlrine or difci- 

* pline of the Church of England^ or againft the ftate or 

* government of this realm, or contrary to good life, or 

* good manners, or otherwife as the nature and fubjeil 

(»)Stat.i3 « of the work (hall require (^).' By this afl, alfo, 

U^ c'\. "* * power and authority was given to mcflengers, by war- 
^ rant under his majefiies fign-manual, or under the 

* hapd of one or more of his majedies principal Tecreta- 

* ries of ftate, or the mailer or wardens of the company 
*• of ftationers, with a conftable, at all times, to fearch 
^ all houfes and (hops where they (hall know, or upon 

* fomc probable reafon fufpeS, any books to be printed, 

* bound, or ftitched; and to examine whether the fame 
^ be licenfed, and to demand a fight of the faid licence : 

* and if the faid books fliall not be licenfed, then to 

* feize upon fo much thereof as fhall be found imprinted, 
^ together with the feveral offenders, and to bring them 

* before a juftice of the peace, who was required to com* 

* mit them to prifon, there to remain till they were 

* tried and acquitted, or convided and punifked/ — — 
Offenders were, for the firft offence, to be difabled from 
exerciflng' their trades for the fpace of three years; and 
for the fecond, they were for ever incapacitated^ and to 
be further punifhed by fine, imprifonment, or other cor- 
poral punifhment, notektendingtolife or limb, as the 
judges 0): iuftices in the quarter-feifions fliould fee fit. 
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not heavy cenfures. This alarmed th^ 

guilty 

m 

Nor were thefc mere threatnings. Whatever was dif- 
pleafing to the court was carefully fupprefled ; aiid meft 
even dared not ^rint the plaineft truths that were dlf- 
pleafing to thofe in power. Milton* s immortal book o^ 
Paradise Lost, the public had like to have been eter- 
nally deprived of, ' by the ignorance or malice of the 
^ licenfer; who, among othet frivolous exceptions, 

* would needs fupprefs the whole poem for imaginary 

* treafon irt the following lines : 

■ ■' ' ** As when the fun, new ris^n, 
** Looks thro' the horizontal mifty air 
" Shorn of his beams j or from behind the moon;| 
^S In dim eclipfe, difaftrous twilight (beds . j 

*^ On half tHe nations, and with fear of change 
*' Perplexes monarchies (p)*** t W T«* 

^ ' ItiKi's Life 

" of Miltoiif 

What notable work thefe gentlemen licenfers made. Lid/i?fitl 
even with old and approved books, we may learn from 
the following account, given us by Burnet : * When 
' I writ Bifliop Bedells Life,' fays he, ^ his book againft 

* Wadfwarth was found to be fo well written, and was fo 
^ much out of prints that it was thought fit to reprint 
^ it, and bind it up with his life. I could not but 

* take notice of the cafe of fubjefts rcfifting their prince 
^ fully ftated and juftified by him ; and that in a book 
< dedicated to King Charles the Firft^ then Prince of 

* Waits : and this was never once obje<3ed to him^ nor 

* he obliged to retraft it j but, inftead of that, he was 

•« after- 
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guilty^ Cooiicioiis of their vile deeds 1 

they 

* afterwards nade Provoft.of Trimty College in Dublin^ 

* and then Biihop of KUnure and Ardagb in that king- 

* dom. ^-*- 1 thought myfelf bound to warn Mr. Chif- 

* wdl of that paiTage. He was much threatned at that 
^ time for having printed Julian^ atid he was afraid of 

* raifing a new ftorm agsunft himfelf. I told him, I 

* would not fufFer the book to be printed, unlefs that 

< paflage were printed in it. He ihewed it to Sir Roger 
^ VEJfrange^ who would not let it pafs till feveral words 

* were fcattered quite through it, to give it an air, as if 

< Bedell hzd be^nonly repefiting the argument^ o^ other 

* men : andeventhatdid not ferve turn. Amarginal note 

* was to be added to the end of that paragraph, which 

* was framed by Sir Roger himfelf. — Such was the fe- 

* verity of our expurgators at that time (^j.* — — But 
to go on* It was ah article of impeachment againft 
ScroggSj chief juftice of the King's Bench, * That 

whereas one Henry Carr had, for fome time before, 
publifhed every week a certain book, intituled, ** The 

* weekly packet of Advice from Rome ; or. The 

* Hiftory of Popery : " wherein the fupcrftitions and 
cheats of the Church of Rome were, from time to time, 
expofcd ; he, the faid ScroggSy together with die other 
judges of the fald court, before any legal conviAion 
of the faid Carr of any crime, did, in a moft illegal 
and arbitrary manner, make and caufe to be entered 
a certain rule of that court, againft the printing of the 
faid book, in hac verba. Ordinatum eft quod liber inti" 
tukt. << The weekly packet of Advice from Rome \ 
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they wero ^tfraid of confeqncnces ; and, 

therefore, 

"or, TheHiftoryof Popery:'* fun ulterim imprimatwr 

^ vel publicetur per aUquam perfonam quanumnquem 

^ per Cur. 
And did caufe the faid Carry and divers printers, and 
other perfons, to be (erved with the fame; which faid 

* rule, and other proceedings, were moft apparently 

* contrary to all jufiice, in condemning, not only what 

* bad been written, without hearing the parties, but alfQ 

* all that might for the future be written on that fub- 
' je£t ; a manifeft countenancing of popery, and difcou« 
^ ragement of proteftants ; an open invafion upon the 

* right of the fubjed, and an encroaching and afliiifiing 

* to themfelves a legiflative power and authority (r)/ f*^'/?"' 
• i'i - M ■ There wanted not ground for this accufation. i68o» 
For Scroggs had given out warrants to one Stephens^ a 
mefienger of the prefs, to feize all books unltcenfed ; to- 
gether with the authors, printers, and publiffliers of 

them. As a curiofity, I will here tranfcribe one 

p( them. — * Whereas the kings majefty hath lately 

* iffued out his proclamation for fuppreffing the print- 
^ ing and publifliingunlicenfed news < books, and pamph** 

* lets of news : notwithftanding which, there are divers 

^ perfon» who do daily print and publiih fuch uniicenfed 

* books and pamphlets* Thefe are therefore to will 

< and require you, and in bis majefty's name to charge 

* and command you, and every of you, from time to 

< tim^, and at all times, fo often as you (hall thereunto 

* be required, to be aiding and affifting to Robert Ste^ 

* ph/ns, meflibnger of the prefs, in the f^izing all fuch 

^ books 
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therefore, iiTued proclamations againfl 

cofFec- 



* books and pamphlets as aforefaid, as he (hall be iit-^ 

* formed of, in any bookfellers (hop, or printers (hop or 

* warehoUfes, or clfewherc wbatfoever, to the end 

* they may be difpofed of ad to law (hall appertain; 

* Likewife, if you (hall be informed of the authors^ 

* printers, or publi(hers of fuch books and pamphlets, 

* you are to apprehend them, and have them before me, 

* or one of his majefty's juftices of the peace, to be pro- 

* ceeded againft as to law (hall appertain. Dated this 
^ 28th day of May^ Jnno Dom. i68o. 

^ To all Mayors, Sheriffs, « 
^ BaylifFs^ Conftables^ 

^ and all other Officers WittXAM Scroggs. 
^ and Minifters whom 
* thefe may concern. 

• To Robert Stephens^ Mc(rcnger of the Prefs/ 

• 

What treatment this man gave to fuch as were had 
before him, on account of thefe kind of tranfgreffions; 
will beft appear from the report of the committee of the 
commons, appointed to examine the proceedings of the 
judges. In this report, we find, * That the committee 

* were informed, by Fraruis Smithy bookfeller, that he 
^ was brought before the chief judice, by his warrant, 

* and charged by the mtStngtr^ Robert Stephens^ that he 

* had feen fome parcels of a pamphlet, called, '^ Obfervati- 
•* ons onSitGeorgefFaiemansTry^i^*' in his (hop: upon 

• which 
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* \vhich the chief juftice told him, he would make him 

* ah example; ufe him like a bore in France ; and pile 

* him and all the bookfellers and printers up in prifon^ ■ 

* like faggots j and fo committed him to the kings- 

* bench : fwearing and Curfing at him in great fury* ' 

* And when he tendred three fufficient citizens of Lon- ' 

* don for his bail, alledging imprifonment In his circum- 

* ftances would be his utter ruin ; the chief juftice're- 

* plyed, the citizens looked like fufficient perfons, 

* but he would take no bail : and fo he was fofced 

* to come out by Habeas Cocpus, and was afterwards 
' informed againft for the fame matter, to his- great 

* charge and vexation. 

* And a while after, Francis (the fon of the faid Fran- - 

* cis Smith) was committed by the faid chief juftice, and 

* bail refufed, for felling a pamphlet, called, '*A New 
/ *' Years Gift, for the faid Chief Juftice," to acofFee- 

^ houfe y and he declared to them, he would take no 

* bail, for he would' ruin them all. And further it ap- 
^ peared to the committee, that the faid chief juftice 

* committed in like manner, Jane Curtis^ Ihe having a 

* hufband and children, for felling a book, called,' " A 
** Satyr againft Injuftice," ' which his lordfhip called 
' a libel againft him ; and her friends tendring fuffici* 

* ent bail, and defiring him to have mercy on her po- 

* verty and condition ; he fwore, by the nameof God^ 

* fhe fliould go to prifon, and h^ would fliew no mor^ 

* inercy than they could expe£t from a wolf that came 
« to devour them ; and flie might bring her Habeas^ 

* Corpus, and come out fo : which flie was forced to do ; 

* and after informed againft and prdfecoted, to her utter 
« ruin, four or five terms after. 

Vol. II. . T * In 
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* In like manner Lt appeared to this committee, that, 

• about that time alfo, Edward Berry (ftationer, of Greys 

• Inn) was committed, by the faid chief juiftce, being 

• accufcd of felling, the ** Obfervations on Sir George 
•' H^akeman$Tvy2\\*^ and though he tendered icoo7- 

• bail 5 yet the chief juftice faid, he would take no bail ; 

* he (hould go to prifon, and come out according to law. 

* And after he, with much trouble and charge, got out 

• by Habeas Corpus, he was forced by himfelf, or his 

* attorney, to attend five terms before he could be dif- 
^ charged, though no information was exhibited againft 

^^'\l^li * him in all that time (j).' Poffibly Scroggs was of 

i68o, Wolfefs mind ; who publickly forewarned the clergy, 

* that if they did not deftroy the prcfs, the prefs would 

* deftroy them/ — It is, indeed, a bitter enemy to 

tyranny of every kind *• Mr. Johnfon, for writing 

Julian the Apoftate, in oppofition to the fucceffion of 
the Duke of 2^(?ri, was condemned, by the infamous ^^ 

' firies^ in a fine of five hundred marks, and committed 

prifoher to the King's Bench till he ihould pay it, which 
was the fame as perpetual imprifonment, fince he was 

life ^"&!' "^^ *^'^ ^^ ™^ ^^^^ ^^^ (^^' ^ ^*'^ only juft men- 

cd to his tion one fa£l more, and it {hall be that of the immortal 
works. Algernon Sydney j who being obnoxious to the court, on 
account of his principles and his virtue, had his clofet 
fearched by a warrant fron Jenkins^ fecretary of ftate, 
aed his papers carried away. Among thefe were found a 
manufcript of the admirable book of Government, which 
was given in as evidence on his trial, and made an inftru- 
fryal," " incnt of his deftrudlion («). — Such a hatred and dread had 

• It ftould be obfenred, that the ad for regulating printers and printing- 
preflies^ though twice renewed^ was ngw expired ; and, confcqucntly, all thcfe 
proceedings were illegal, 

4 the 
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cofFee-houfes (xxx), as they were deemed 

the 



the monarch, and his miniflers, of every thing which had a 
tendency to revive the (pirit of liberty ! But, thanks 
be to God ! all their eiForts were vain. Sydney^s and 
Johnfon^s writings live: and will live, while there is any 
fuch thinor as fenfe or virtue in the world, 

(xxx) Proclamations were ijfued for fupprejjing coffee^ 
boufes.] At the Reftoratior, C^^r/^j was very popular j 
and his meafures, how weak foever, were applauded. 
But Time began to open mens eyes; and theyfaw clearly 
enough into his defigns. This fet men on talking, and 
communicating their fears and apprehenflons. On this, 
the court was alarmed : and, * one day, his majefty called 

* the Chancellor [Hyde] to him, and complained very 
' much of the licence that was aflumed in the cofFee- 

* houfes ; which were the places where the boldeft ca- 

* lumnies and fcandals were raifed, and difcourfed amongfl: 

* people who knew not each other, and came together 

* only for that communication, and from thence were 

* propagated over the kingdom : and mentioned fome 

* particular rumours which had' been lately difperfed from 

* the fountains, which, on his own behalf, he was enough 

* difpleafed with; and afked him what was to be done in it. 

* The chancellor concurred with him in the fenfe of the 

* fcandal, and the mifchief that muft attend the impu- 

* nity of fuch places, where the fouleft imputations were 

* kid upon the government, which were held lawful to 

* ht reported and divulged to every body but to the ma- 

* giftrates, who might examine and punifh them; of 
< which there having yet been no precedent, people ge- 

* ncrally believed that thofc houfes had a charter of pri- 

T 2 * • vilege 
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the means of propagating reports very 

unfa- 



* vilege to fpcak what they would without being in dan- 

* ger to be called in queftion : and that it was high time 

* for his majefty to apply fome remedy to fuch a grow- 

* ing difeafe, and to reform the underftanding of thofc 

* who believed that no remedy could be applied to it. 

* That it would be fit, either by a proclamation to for- 

* bid all perfons to refort to thofe houfes, and fo totally 

* to fupprefs them j or to employ fome fpies, who, be- 

* ing prefent in the converfation, might be ready to 

* charge and accufe the perfons who had talked with 

< mod licence in a fubje£l that would bear complaint ; 
^ upon which the proceedings might be in fuch a man* 

* ner as would put an end to the confidence that was 

* only mifchievous in thofe meetings. The king liked 

^ both the expedients ; and thought that the laft could 

* notbe juftly made ufe of till the former ihould give 

* fair warning ; and commanded him to propofe it that 

* fame day in council, that fome order might be given 

* in it. The chancellor propofed it, as he was required, 

* with fucb arguments as were like to move with men 
^ who knew the inconveniences which arofe from thofe 

* places : and the king himfelf mentioned it with paf- 

* Hon, as derogatory to the government ; ^d direded 
^ that the attorney might prepare a proclamation for 

* the fuppreffion of thofe houfes, in which the board 
^ feemed to agree : when Sir IVilliam Coventry^ who bad 

< been heard, within a few days before, to inveigh with 

< much fiercenefs againft the permiffion of fo much fc- 

^ ditious prattle in the impunity of thofe houfes, ftood ' 
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* up, and faid, that cofFee was a commodity that yielded 

* the king a good revenue ; and therefore it would not 
^ be juft to receive the duties and inhibit the fale of it, 

* which many men found to be very good for their 
^ health ; as if it might not be bought and drank but in 
^ thofe licentious meetings. That it had been pergiitted 

* in Cromwells time ; and that the kings friends had ufed 
*• more liberty of fpeech in thofe places, than they durft 
' do in any other ; and that he thought it would be bet- 

* ter to leave them as they were, without running the 
' hazard of ill beingcontinued notwithilanding his com- 

* mand to the contrary. And upon thefe reafons his 

* majefty was converted, and declined any farther de- 

* bate; which put the chancellor very much out of coun- 
' tenance, nor knew he how to behave himfelf (*•).' — ^ 
But though Hyde failed in his iniquitous intentions, 
other minifters adopted his plan, and attempted to carry 
it into execution. For on the 1 2th of ^ww^, 1672, a 
proclamation was iflued, * to reftrain the fpreading of 

falfb news, apd licentious talking of matters of ftate 
and government.' In this, notice is taken * of the 
bold and licentious difcourfes men had ufed in cofFee - 
houfes, and in other places, to cenfure and defame the 
proceedings of ftate : and all his majefties fubjedts are 
commanded, on pain of being punifhed with the ut-» 
moft feverity, not to write or fpeak, utter or publilh, 
falfe news or reports j or to intermeddle with the af- 
fairs of ftate or government ; or with the perfons of 
any of his majefties counfellours or minifters; in their 
common or ordinary difcourfes. Moreover his mar 

T3 *jcfty 
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dcfigns, — — Nor was property more 

fccurc : 



^jefty declared his refc^^ution of puniXhing not only 

* thofe who ufed any bold or unlawful f|^eches> but 

* fuch as fliould be prefent at any coiFee-houfe, or any 

* publick or private meeting, where fuch fpeechcs were 

* ufed, without revealing the fame within the fpace of 
^ four and twenty hours next after fuch words fpoken.' 
This, it was imagined, would have been a fcreen for mi- 
nifters, and a reftraint on the liberty of mens tongues. 

But the proje6tors were miftaken : men talked more 
-boldly than they had before done, and fcrupled not to 
cenfure freely the meafures of the adminiftration. The 
court, therefore, determined to ftrike at the root : and 
'as coftee-houfes were the places of public refort, and the 
great marts of news and politics, it was thought fit to 
put them all down by a proclamation^ ordered in coun- 
cil, Dec, 29, 1675: *Becaufe in fuch houfes, and by 

* occafion of the meeting of difafFeiled perfons in them, 

* divers felfe, malicious, and fcandalous reports werede- 
^ vifed and fpread abroad, to the defamation of his ma- 

* jefty's government, and to the difturbance of the quiet 

* and peace of the realm/ And on Jan. 7th following, 
another * Proclamation was publifhed, fordifcoveringand 
^ purrifhing malicious and difafFe£led perfons, who did 

* daily devife and publifh, as well by writing as printing, 
^ fundry falfe, infamous, and fcandalous libels, endea- 
^ vouring thereby not only to traduce and reproach the 

* ecclefiaftical and temporal government of this king* 

* dom, and the public minifters of the fame ; but alfo to 
^ ftir up and difpofe the minds of his majefly's fubjefts to 
^ fedition and rebellion/ But upon petition of the 

* merchants 
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fccure : for his majefty having leagued 

himfelf 

* merchants and retailers of coffee and tea, a permiflion 

* was granted to keep open their coffee-houfes to ^une 

* 24th next, provided that every keeper of fuch houfe 

* fhotild ufe his utmoft endeavour to prevent and hinder 

* all fcandalous papers, books, or libels, concerning the 

* government or the public minifters thereof, from be- 

* ing brought into his houfe, or to be there read, per- 
^ ufed, or divulged; and to prevent and hinder all and 
' every perfon or perfons from declaring, uttering, and 

* divulging, in his faid houfe, all manner of falfe or fcan- 

* dalous reports of the governmcnt^or any of the minif- 

« tcrs thereof (y)/ Such were the rigorous mea- . (J'Jp?"*" 

fures of this reign ! Meafures deteftable in the eyes of of England^ 
the fons of freedom ; and which will expofe the memo- ^°^* "'; f' 
lies of the autht)rs of them to eternal infamy.— -*Let us Lond. 1706. 
now hearMr.^(7r/A, brother to the Lord Keeper Guilds 
ford, a zealous advocate for the meafures of this reign. 

* About this time,* fays he, • Sir William Jonis being 

* his majcfty's attorney general, there was fuch licehti- 

* oufnefs of feditious, and, really, treafonable difcourfes 

* in coSee-houfes, of which there were accounts daily 

* brought to the king, that it was confidered if coffee- 
^ houfes might not be put down. Then it was fcarce 

* poffible to cohibit peoples talk j but if the opportuni- 
^ ties of promifcuous and numerous affemblies df idle 

* fpenders of time were removed, ill men would not be 

* able to make fuch broad impreffions on peoples minds 

* as they did. And the moft likely way to do it was 

* thought to be by a proclamation, recalling all their li- 
^ cences, and prohibiting the granting any ncvr ones ; 

T 4 ^ ^ andjj 
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himf?lf with Prance^ againft the Dutcb^ 

* andf under thi&» divers points of law were ftartcd ; 

* whereupon the king commanded that all the Judges 
^ (hould attend, to give their advice touching the pro- 

* clamation : and his.lordfhip, and five other judges, be-. 
^ ing all that were in town, attended. His lord(hip, 

* upon the main, thought that retailing of coffee might 

* be an innocent. trade 5 but as it was ufed to nourifh fc- 

^ dition, fpread lies, fcandalize great men, it might alfo 

(«) Life of « be a common nuifance (z).' — — In another work, 

Guildford, fpeaking of this fame affair, he remarks, * the conclu- 

Lni'z *T. * ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ matter was, that, upon application made by 

* petition of the coffee-rmen, who promiffed to be won- 
^ derfuUygood for the future, and to take care to prevent 
^ treafonable and feditious talk in their houfes, the king 

* receded and let them go. And now the mifchief is arriv- 
^ ed at perfection ; and not only fedition and treafon, but 

* atheifm, herefy, and blafphemy, are publicly taught in 

* divert of the celebrated cofFee-houfes ; where rooms 
^ are peculiar, ^nd tables for irreligion, like the Rota for 
^ politics : and it is as unfeemly for a reafonable, con-> 

* formable perfon to come there, as for a clergyman to • 

* frequent a bawdy-houfe : and the beft are but rendef- 

* voufes of cheat? of one fpecies or other, And the ufe 

* is much improved by a new invention called chocolate- 
»^ houfes, for the benefit of rooks and cullies of quality, 

* where gaming is added to all the reft, and the fummons 
^ of whores feldom fails j as if the devil had ere6led a 
^ new univerfity, and thefe were^his colleges, aiid refi- 
^ dences of his profefTors, as w^ll as his fchools of difci- 
f plinf t This way of paffing time might have bpent 

* ftoppe4 
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hy virtue of s\. mere proclamation fliut 

* flopped at firft, before people had poflfelTed themfelves 

* of foine convenience from them, of meeting for fhort 

< difpatches, and (it were hard if no good ufe might 

* be made of them) pai&ng evenings with fmall expence. 
^ By which means, however legally, it was not prudent- 

* ly done to fupprefs thein; for a convulfion and difcon- 
^ tent would linavfidably follow : and that, I believe, 

< was the real caufe the proclamation was fo foon with* 

* drawn (^).' ' j ' Such are the fenfelefs apologies of (tf)NortVt 
this writer for fo odious a meafure ! ■ ' * It is not, ,""^^ ^ 

< indeed, to be expefted, that men fhould be filffered to 

* meet togetheri tumultuoujly^ in order to publiih their 

* mutual difcontents and wrongs, and to inflame one an- 
^ other : but complaints uttered in their families, oc 

* dropped occafionally^or communicated to a friend, can 

* never afFedl authority. The more men exprefs of their 
' hate and rcfentment, perhaps, the lefs they retain ; and 

* fometimes they vent the whole that way : but thefe paf- 

* fions, whe^re they are fmothered, will be apt to feftcr, 

* to grow venomous, and to difcharge themfelves by a 
^ more darigeroiis organ than the mouth, even by an 
^ armed and vindidtive hand. Lefs dangerous i^ a rail- 

* ing mouth, than a heart filled and inflamed with bit- 

* ternefs and curfesj and more terrible to a prince ought 
*' to be the fecret execrations of his people, than- their 

* open revilings, or than even the aflaults of his enemies, 

* Of all the blood fpilt under T/^^rm, and the follow- 

* ing tyrants, for words (and for no greater taufe a der 

* luge was fpilt) ; how fmall a p^rt conduced to their 
^ fepurity ? none^ that I reinemberj but every drop was 
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an indelible (lain upon their perfons, and upon their 
government : every drop derived hatred, and confe- 
quently weaknefs and danger upon it. Rigorous pu- 
niihment for fmall faults, or for fuch as in the com- 
mon opinion pafs for none, is a mark of ill politics : it 
makes the fpirit of the adminiftration look hideous and 
dreadful ; and it renders every man, who finds himfelf 
liable to the like faults, a capital enemy. Surely it 
ought to be a maxim iii government, that'errors which 
can have no confequences ought, to have no puni(h- 
ment. — — In truth, where no liberty is allowed to 
fpeak of governors, befides that of praifing them, their 
praifes will be little believed. Their tendernefs and 
averfion to have their condu£): examined, will be apt 
to prompt people to think their condu£l guilty or weak, 
to fufpe£l their management and defigns to be worfe 
than perhaps they are, and to become turbulent and 
feditious rather than be forced to be filent. ■■' ■ If 

princes, whofe memory is difliked, had allowed their 
fubje£);s and co-temporaries to have fpoken truth' to 
them, or of them, probably, pofterity would not have 
fpoken fo much ill, as it is probable they would not 
then have deferved it ; and I am apt to believe, that it 
had been better for all of them, to have permitted all 
that could have been faid, than to have miiTed hearing 
what it imported them to have heard : better to have 
beard the difgufts and railings of their people, than that 
their people were armed againft them, or revolted from 
them ; a fate which has befallen fome of them, who> 
having had courtiers over^'complaifant, or ears over- 
tender, learnt that they were dethroned before they 
had learnt that they were not beloved ; and found fcarce 
any interval between the acclamations of flatterers and 

«thc 
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« the ftrokes of an executioner (i)/ — « As to perfona! (h) oor- 

* reflexions on men in power,' fays the late Lord Hervey courfcs^'^" 
(who had been himfelf a minifter 6f ftate) — < I hold Tadtu8,voL 

* fuch reflexions not only allowable and juft, but always j^^'^^J ^^ 

* reafonable^and often neceflary. I do not mean/ con- 1753/ 
tinues his lordfliip, ^ by this, to defend coarfe language 

^ and fcurrility ; and do admit, that the moft proper 

^ things may be done in an improper manner : -— but as 

* * I look upon all minifters and. magiftrates to be the fer- 

* vants of the public; fo the^public, like every private 

* man in his own family, has a right to examine, and, 

* in common prudence, will examine, into every part of 

* the charader of every man taken into their fervice : 

< and thofe who can give the public any information re« 
^ lating to their charaflers, not only do their duty to the 
^ public, but 2L&. likewife for their own intereft as mem-^ 

* bers of the public. If any one defires to be employed 

* in the public revenue, do not thofe who employ him, 

* or ought not thofe who employ him, to enquire into 

* bis charafter for fubftance, integrity, and ability ? 
^ When a man is try'd by the laws of his country, and 

< the fa<£l8, with regard to that public tranfgreffion of 
' which heisfufpe6ted, are doubtful; are not people exa- 

^ mined as to his private charatler, and fentence often pro* » 
' nounced upon him according to the analogy prefumed 

* to be between the one and the other ? Minifters ftand 
^ in the fame light : their characters ought as much to be 
^ canvafled, and their being proper or improper guardi- 

* ans of the people, good or bad ftewards for the public, 

* to be guefled at and concluded from the fame rules, 
^ and the fame manner of reafoning. We find in hi& 

* tory,,and other remnants of antiquity, that this was 

* the cuftom and pradice in the beft-conftituted govern* 

* ments and the mofl flourifliing focieties, and even 

* amongft 
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^ amongft the men of the firft rank and dignity, as well 

* as of the greateft abilities in the moft polifhed times of 

* the moft polifhed nations. Look into the works of 
^ Cicero^ and you will find all the private vices, as well as 

* public faults, of Catiline^ Clodius^ Anthony ^ P^fii and 

* VerreSj fet forth ; and their adulteries, inceft, avarice, 

* drunkenncfs, gluttony, proftitution, and profligacy, 

< as ftrongly inveighed againft, as their faults to the 
^ commonwealth : and ufed as arguments to alarm the 

* fenate and the people, and caution both againft dele* 

* gating any power, or placing any confidence in fuch 

* men, as often as any that are drawn from their op- 

* preffions, cruelties, peculat, rapacioufnefs, and other 

* injuftices in the exercife of the power they were vefted 

* with in their magiftracies. This cuftom likewife pre- 
^ vailed among the Greeks ; and, indeed, how is it pof- 

* fible for the public to form fp true a judgment of the 

* real merit and difpofition of men, or to guefs how far 

* they are to be trufted, from obferving only their ac- 

< tions in the tnaiked condud of their public life, as 

* from a knowledge of ,their lefs-guarded behaviour in 
^ private tranfa6lions ; and by concludi;ig, however ap- 

< pearances may differ, that there always will be a fi- 

< militude between the one and the other ; and that a 

* bad man can never be a good magiftrate (^ )/ 

(yyy) The Exchequer was Jhut upy and payment for* 
bid t9 he made to creditors.^ The creditors of the king, 
here meant, were the Bankers. * They were a tribe,* 
fays Clarendon^ * that had rifen and grown up in Crom-* 

< fjiielU time, and never were heard of before the late 

* troubles^ 
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payment to be made even of the moft 

. juft 

^troubles; till when, the whole trade of money had 
Spaded through the hands of the (criveners. They 
^ were, for the moft part, goldfmtths; men known to be 

* fo rich, and of fo good reputation, that all the money 
^ of the kingdom would be trufted or depoiited in their 

* hands. From the time of the kings return, when 

* though great and vaft fums were granted, yet fuch vaft 

* debts were prefently to be paid, the armies by land and 

* fea to be prefently difcharged, that the money that was 

* to be colle6led in fix and fix months would not pro- 
^ vide for thofeprefent unavoidable ifTues ; but there muft 

* be two or three hundred thoufand pounds gotten to- 

* gether in few days, before they could begin to difband 

* the armies or to pay the feamen oiF; the deferring 

* whereof every month increafed the charge to an incre- 
i * dible proportion : None could fupply thofe occafions 

^ but the bankers, which brought the kings minifters 

* firft acquainted with them ; and they were fo well ia- 
< tisfied with their proceedings, that they did always de- 

* clare, that they were fo necefi^ry to the kings affairs, 

* that they knew mot how to have condu£ted them with- 

* out that affiftance. The method of proceeding with 
^ them was thus : As foon as an a£l: of parliament was 

* paiied, the king fent for thofe bankers (for there was 
^ never any contract made with them but in his majefty's 

* prefence), and he being attended by the minifters of 

* the revenue, and commonly the chancellor and -others 

* of the council, the lord treafurer prefented a particular 

* information to the king of the moft urgent occafions 

^ for prefent money, either for disbanding troops, or dif<« * 

' charging 
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juft demsmds. — Thefe urtjuft aftd ar- 
bitrary 



< charging (hips, or fctting out fleets (all which are to be 

* done together, and not by parcels) ; fo that it wds 

* eafily forcfeen what ready money muft be provided. 

* And this account being made, the bankers were called 
^ in, and told, the king had occafion to ufe fuch a Aim 

* of ready money within fuch a day. They underftood 

< the a£i of parliament ; and fo might determine what 

* money they could lend the king, and what manner of 
« fccurity would beft fatisfy them. Whereupon one faid, 

* He would, within fuch a time, pay one hundred thou- 
« fand pounds ; another more, and another lefs, as they 

* found thcmfelves provided ; for there was no pint 

* ftock amongft them, but every one fupplied according 

* to his ability. They were defirous to have eight in 
^ the hui^dred, which was not unreafonable to afk, and 

* the king was willingtogive : but upon better confidera- 

* tion amongft themfelves, they thought fit to decline that 

* demand, as being capable of turning to their difadvant- 

* age ; and would leave the intereft to the kings own 

* bounty, declaring that themfelves piid fix in the hun- 

* dred for ail the money with which they were intrufted, 
(d) Conti* * which was known to be true (^).' — Thefe men, 

nuation,vol. from time to time, had fupplied the government with 
"»'P'597« money, and the crown wasd^scply in their defct; when 
his majefty, in council, was pleafed to declare (y^n. 2, 
167 1, O. S.) < that feeing all the princes and ftatesyhis 
^ neighbours, were making great preparations for war^ 
. ^ both by fea and land; his majefty, for the fafety of his 
^ government and people, lookt upon himfclf as obliged 
'^ to make fuch preparations as might be proportionable 

«for 
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bitrary proGceditigs, we may well fup- 

pofe, 

< for the proteftion both of one and the other :' and to 

< that end^ he has already gi\^en orders for the fitting and 

* preparing a very confiderable fleet to be ready againft 

* the fpring. By this inevitable neceffity^ his majefty^ ' 

* confidering the great charges that muft attend fuch 

* preparations, and, after his ferious debates and beft 
^ confiderations, not finding any poffibility to defray fuch 

* unufual expences by the ufual ways and means of bor- 
^ rowing moneys, by reafon his revenues were fo anti* 

* cipated and engaged, he was neceflitdted (contrary to . 

* his own inclinations), upon thefe emergencies and the 

* publick fafety, at the prefcnt, to caufe a ftop to be made 

* of the payment of any moneys now being or to be 

* brought into his Exchequer, for the fpace of one whole 

* year, unto any perfon or perfons whatfoever, by virtue 
^ of any warrant, fecurities, or orders, whether regiftred 
^ or not regiftred therein, and payable within that time/ 
' Thefe were hopeful tidings, we. may fuppofe, to 
the bankers and their creditors. — — His majcfty, how- 
ever, out of his great grace and goodnefs, was pleafed to 
aifure them, that ' he would pay. them intereft at th^ 
^ rate of fix per cent ; and, to take away all apprehenfi^i 
' ons or terror that might poflefs any of his fubje^ls fpi« 

* ritSy be moreover declared, that no perfon whacfoever 
^ ihould. he defrauded of any thing that was juftly due 

* to him; nor (hould this reftraint, to which his majefty 

* had been compelled, continue longer than a year. And 
< his majefty was pleafed further to declare, that nothing 
^ could have urged him to an z& of this nature, but fuch 
^ a, conjuncture of affairs, when all the neighbouring 

* princes 
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pofe, the people' had an averfion to* 

But 

^ princes and ftates were making fuch threatning prepa- 

^ rations, that his governmenc could not be fafe with* 

MDecla- « out appearing in the fame pofture(^)/ — — . And by 

In the Sa. ' another declaration, dated, Dec. 1 1, 1072, the ttoppage 
▼oy, bythe y^^^ ^q jjg continued till the il&y following J which 

Piinters. continuance for fo fliort a time, his majefty fays, • was 

' to Ihow his intentions of taking the firft opportunity 

^ that any way or means fhall oiFer to him, to reftore to 

*• his good fubjetSts all. that is juftly due to them, and 

* render them under his government both fafe and hap- 

• py/ The king and his miniftcrs muft have been 

the moft abandoned of men, to frame declarations of 
this nature in order to glofs over their villany and in- 
juftice. England was in danger from no prince ..or 
ftate at this time : but Charles was meditating the ruin of 
his neighbours, and the enflaving his country j ■ " ■ ' ■ 
one mean of doing which was — reducing his people to 
poverty, ■■ When the war was declared, it was 

not thought advifeable immediately to aflemble the par- 

. liam^nt : but as his majefty was no oeconomift, nor his 
minifters over-honeft, neceffity compelled him in Httle 
more than a year to do it. As the bankers debt could 
not well avoid being mentioned, it was fpoken of by 
(/) Feb. Shaftejburyy at the opening of the feffions (/), in the fol- 
S> » ;*• * lowing manner: — * The king was forced, for the car* 
' rying on of his aiFairs, much againft his will, to put a 

* flop to the payments out of the Exchequer. Hefaw 

* the pieffures upon himfelf, and growing inconveni-' 
< encies. to his people, by great intereft, and the dif- 

* ferencc through all his bufincfs between ready-money 

^ and 
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^ut there was little remedy^ as his ma- 

jefty 

and orders. This gave the king the neceflity of that 
proceeding $ to make ufe of his own revenue, which 
hath been of fo great cfftQ, in this war. But though 
he hath put a ftop to the trade and gain of the bank* 
ers; yet he would be unwilling to ruin them, and op-^ 
prefs fo many families! as are concerned in thofe debts : 
befideS). it were too difproportioiiable a burden upon 
tnanyof hi$ good fubje£ts* But neither the bankers 
nor they have reafon to complain, if you riow take 
them into your care, and they have paid them what 
was due to them when the ftop was made, with fix 
per cent, intereft from that time. The king is 
very much concerned, both in honour and inter- 
eft, to fee this done. And yet he defires you not 
to mif-time it ; but that it may have only the fecond 
place, and that you will firft fettle what you ifitend 
about the fupply.' " One would think no mail 

<:ould have had the effrontery to have uttered fuch fen- 
tences in full parliament ; — ' no parliament permit thd 
^dvifer of fo infamous a deed to talk thus, with impu- 
nity, in its prefence. But we (hall find the reafon in th6 
following note. ■ ■ ■ The bankers remained, howe- 
ver, in the feme wretched condition. The king him- 
felf had no honefty ; and the ^parliament thought it- 
felf under no obligation to make good his frauds. Td 
^amufe the creditors a little longer, he recommended 
them once more tp the care of his parliament 5 and his 
chancellor tried to move compaffion by the following 
ftrains (g) : * There is one word more 1 am commancled 

♦ to fay concerning that debt is owing to the goldfmiths. 

* The king holds bimfelf in honour and confcience 

Vot. li. U * obliged 
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jcfty had, for the greateft part of his 

reign, 

* obliged to fee them fatisficd. BeCdcs, you all know 
^ how many widows, orphans, and particular perfons, 

* this publick calamity hath overtaken ; and how hard 

* it is that fo difproportionable a burden-ihould fall up- 

* on them, even to their utter ruin. The whole cafe is 

* fo well and generally known, that I need fey no more. 

* Your great wifdoms hath not done it at the firft; per- 

* adventure that the trade of the banker might be fup- 

* preffed, which end is now attaine^. So that now 

* your great goodnefs may reftorc to thofe poor people j 

* and the many innocent ones that are concerned with 

* them, feme life and afTurance of payment in a com- 
' petent time.' — This was mere talking : for no- 
thing was done by parliament, towards the payment of 
it, until the 1 2th of King Wtlltam.\ when it was enafted, 

* that, in difcharge of certain annual perpetual payments 

* and arrears thereof, granted by King Charles 11. to fc- 

* veral patentees, out of tlie hereditary excife, the fame 

* excife fhould, from the 26th of December^ 1705* ftand 

* charged for ever with the payment of three pounds per 

* annuniy for the principal fums of the owners, their 

* heirs and afSgns, for ever, neverthelefs redeemable 

* upon payment of a moiety of the principal fums ; 

* by which means the nation became charged with a 

* debt of 664,263/. being the moiety of 1,328,526 L 

* which thefe principal fums amounted to, and which is 

of*c!lftom7 ' ^^^ °"*^ ^^^^ ^® ^^^ "^^ charged with that had any 
Aiis, &c..' * part of its rife before the Revolution {by 

part i. p. 30. 
8vo.-Lond, 

»76i. His 
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feign^ a peniioned (zzz) and eonfequently 

aa 



(zzt) His maje/ly hady/or a long ttme^ a ^mfionedpar^ 

liamintS^ * England can never be undone but by a par- 

• liament,* faid Lord Burleigh : and Montefquieu^ in an i 
oracular manner, pronounces, that ^ England vf\\\\o(6 ": 

• its liberty^ will perilh — when the legiflative power 

• (hall be more corrupt than the executive (i)J — HovV 0') Spirit *»/ 
corrupt the executive power was^ wehave already, in part, 0*230^ ' " 
feen : how corrupt the legiflative, I (hall now (hew, — I 

(hall fay little of the houfe of lords, where Charla was 
known to have great influence* Thofe who confider 
the popifli peers, the perfccuting bifliopsj the court lords 
of the time, who fat together, and deliberated for the 
good of their matter, will not wonder to find him capa- 
ble of accelerating or impeding almoft any thing th^ 
came before them. The houfe of commons, as chofen 
by a free people, and as a numerous body, was with much 
more difficulty managed : and yet the management 
of them was neceflfary, as they alone were capable of 
fupplying thofe wants which the vices and villanies of 
his majefty*s minifters occafioned. Former kings of the 
Stuart race had attempted to terrify the moft illuftriouS 
members of the houfe of commons, and they had fool- 
iihly dared even to maltreat and imprifon them ; but 
they at length found that they were in the wrong 
box, by fmarting feverely for their arbitrary and illegal 
commitments. The foolifh prodigality and watte madd 
of the crown revenues, by James and Charles j together 
with their pride, weaknefs, and obfiinacy ; rendered 
them incapable of and indtfpofed to make ufe of methods 
which, as by experiments hath appeared, are more apt 

U2 •to ' 
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an obfequious, corrupt parliament, defti- 

tute 



to render the members of thefe aiTemblies conformable 
to the royal or minifterial pleafure* Charles faw the 
error of his family, and for fome time avoided it* When 
meafures were to be approved, or a£lioDS juftified, 
which common fenfe contemned and honefty abhorred^ 
then were men bribed to ftifle or vote contrary to their 
fentiments. * The chief men that promoted the enquiry 
^ into the accounts of the money that was given during 

* the firft Dutch war, were taken off (as the word then 

* was for corrupting members) ; in which the court 

* made fo great a progrefs, that it was thought the king 

* could never have been prevailed on to part with a par« 

* liament fo much praftifed on, and where every man» 
^ price was known ; for as a man rofe in his credit in 

* the houfe, he raifed his price, and expected to be treat- 
{k) Burnet^ « cd accordingly (i).* — — < During the fecond war^ 

JeS. ' ^ * ^^^ ^°"^* defired, at leaft, i,200,00b/. for the carry- 
^ ing it on. The great body of thofe that oppofed the 

< court, had refolved to give only 600,000/. which wa9 

* enough to procure a peace, but not to continue the 
^ war* Garroway and Lee had led the oppofition to the 
^ court all this feffion in the houfe of commons; fothey 
^ were thought the propereft to name the fum. Above 

* eighty of the chief of the party had met over night9 

* and bad agreed to name 600,000/. But Garrowof 

< named 1,200,000/. and was feconded in it by Lie, So 
.* this fur prize gained that great fum, which enabled the 

< court to carry on the war. When their party reproached 
*' thefe peribns for it, they faid, they had tried fome of 
^ the court as to the fum intonded to be natncd) who had 
«. ' z ^ aflured 
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tutc of the fpirit, the true fpirit of free- 
dom 



* aflurcd them, the whole agreement would be broke 

* if they ofFered fo fmall a fum:. and this made them 
^ venture on the double of it. They had good rewards 
^ from the court : and yet they continued ftill voting on 

* the other fide (/).* — Such was the {hamelefs cor- WW* 
ruption of the legiflative and executive powers ! fuch ^ ' 
the abandoned impudence of falfe patriots in thefe evil 
times! Are we to wonder that fuch infamous aftions, 

as the attempt on the Dutch Smyrna fleet j the fecond 

Dutch wzr; and the breach of faith with the bankers, 
and the confequent ruin of them, and^ their creditors ; 
paft unimpeached, uncenfured ? In preceding times, ' 
the authors of them would have met with due vengeance. 
■ ' » Not but there were men of fenfe, virtue, and in- 
tegrity, in this aflembly : men who had fpirit and refo- 
lution enough to point out and expofe the bafe meafures 
of this reign. By them the eyes of the nation, the eyes 
of many members, were opened. But they had not 
ftrength to carry their motions ; but were over-ruled, 
over-borne, by a penfioned majority. In the matters 
of the declaration againft the difpenfing power, and the 
bills againft popery, they were fuccefsful : but when their 
numbers increafed, and they became troublefome, by 
obferving and cenfuring the wicked deeds of thofe* in 
power; the parliament, this penfioned parliament, which 
hegAn May Sy 1661, wasdiflblved, Jan. 25, 1678, 0.S, 
^ In the dialogue between two horfes, written in 

1674* by ^. Marvel J we find this parliament charac- 
terized in the following manner : 

U3 «Char. 
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dom and patriotifm. Aiid left the na^ 

tion, 

< Char. 

, ^ That traytors to th- country, in a bribed houfe of 

< commons, 
< Should give away milli6ns at every fummons. 

«Wqol. 
^ Yet fome of thofe givers, fuch beggarly villains, 
f As not to be trufted for twice twenty (hillings.. 

« Char. 

* No wonder that beggars fliould ftill be for giving, 
^ Who out of what^s given do get a good living. 

* Wqg^j 

^ Four knights and a knave, who were burgeflTes made, 

* For felling their confcience were liberally pay'd. 

* Char. 

^ How bafe are the fouls of fuch low-prized finners, 

* Who vote with the country for drink and for dinners ! ' 

The fame gentleman (an independent member of this 
houfe, and a man of ftri£t honor), in a letter to a friend, 
fpeaking of fome court tranfadtions with the parliament, 
bbferves, * Ncverthelcfs, fuch was the number of the 
^ conftant courtiers, mcreafed by the apoftate patriots, 
* who were bought off, for that turn, fome at fix, others 
^ ten, one at fifteen thoufand pounds in money, befides 
^ what offices, lands, and reverfions to others, that it i$ 
f a mercy they gave not away the whole land and liberty 
f of England, rr-r^ The houfe of cpmmons,' fays he, 

foor^ 
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tion^ feniible of their nianifold oppref* 

lions 



[foon afterwiards, ^ has run almoft to the end of their 

* line ; and are grown extreamly chargeable to the king, 

* and odious to the people (m)J' Indeed the cry («) w«'- 

, ^ . vel'sVorkt, 

againft them was fo great without doors, and the hatred vol. u. p. 
of all honeft men within, that we are not to wonder ^t ^^ 
the freedom with which they were treated.— I have now 
before me a very curious, and I believe an exceeding feared 
pamphlet; fuppofed to be written by the abovementioned 
yLv.MarveL The title is, * A feafonable argument to per- 

< fwade. all the Grand Juries in England to petition fof* 

' a new parliament : or, A lift of the principal labourers ' 

* in the great deiign of popery and arbitrary power, who 

* have betrayed their country to the confpirators, and 
^ bargained with them to maintain a ftanding army in 

* England^ under the command of the bigotted popifli 
^ D uke, who, by the affiftance of Lord Lauder daUs Scotch 

* army, the forces in Ireland^ and thofe in Francis hopes 

* to bring all back to Rome.* Amfterdam^ i677j 4^^. ; — ^ 
The members here are claiTed under their refpeftivd 
counties, their charaflers delineated, and their gain fpe- 
cified. Among many other equally illuftrious charafters,* 
we find ' Sir Robert Sawyer^ a lawyer, of as ill reputation 

* as his father, has had for his attendance this feffion 

* 1000./. and. is promifed (ashe infmuates) tobeattor- 

* ney general, and fpeaker of the houfe of commons. ^ 

< — Sir iVtUiam Drake^ Bart, under the command of his 
« father-in-law, the Chief Baron A/<7«/<ar^«/, who enjoys 

* 1500/. during the kings pleafure. ' Sir Thomas 
« Hationy a man of no cftate but his penfion. — ^/V- 

U 4 * lia^i 
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fions and cruel treatment from a prince 



on 



^ Uanif Lord AlUngion^ in debt very much; a court pen* 
^ fioncr, and in hopes of a white ftaffl A cully. » . j * 

* Six Jonathan Tnlawney^ Bart, one that is known to 

* have fworn himfelf into 4000/. atleaft, in bis account 
^ of the prixe-office. Controller to the Duke ; and ha4 
^ got, in gratuities, to the value of x 0,000 A befides 

* what he is promifed for being informer. — -— Thomas 
^ King^ £fq; a penfioner for 50/. a.feiSon, t^(. meat» 
< l^c, drink, apd now and then a fuit of cloaths. Sir 

* Robert Uolnies^ firft an Iri/b livery-boy, then a high way- 

* man, now bafbaw of the Ifle of Wight ; got, in boons^ 

* and by rapine, 100,000/. the curfed beginner of the 

* two Dutch wars, -^ — r Thomas Pricey Efq; 500/. given 

* him, and 300/. p^r annum penfion, and protection at 

* IVhitehall during prorogations. ■ > ' > ■ Charles^ Earl of 

* Ancraniy z poor Scot, 500 /.'^/r annum penfton. ■ " ' * 
^ Sir Jof'ph Willtarnfony once a poor foot-boy, then a 

* fervitor, now principal fecretary of ftate, and penfi- 

* oner to the French King. Samuel Pepys^ Efqi 

* once a taylor, then ferving-man to the Lord Sandwich^ 

* now fecretary to th^ admiralty : got, by paffes and other 

^ illegal ways, 4o,opo/. Sir George Downing^ a 

^ poor child, bred upon charity: like^^^j betrayed his 

* maftcr. What then can his country expedl ? He 

* drew and advjfed the oath of renouncing the kings fa- 

* mily, and took it firft himfelf. For his honefty, fide- 
' lity, ^c. rewarded by his majefty with 80,000/. at 

* leaft, and is atrommiffioncr of the cuftoms : the hoiife- 
^ bell, to call the courtiers to vote at 6 o'clock at night: 
f an cxcheqycr- teller. — Sir Job Charhm^ feijeant at 

♦ law 
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en whom they had conferred the higheft 

obh'ga* 

^ law, chief jufticc of Cheftir : a dull ^/irib judge : 500 /. 
^ p£r annum for his fpeakers place. — Sir Edmond Wynd-- 

* bam^ knight- martial, in boons 5000/. His wife was 

* the ki'ngs nurfe. ■ Levifton Gower, Efq; fon*in-Iaw 

* to the Earl of Bath: had a great eftate fell to him by 
^ chance ; but honefty and wit never came by accident* 

* Bapiift May^ Efq; privy-purfe: icoo/. per annum al« 
^ lowance: got befides in boons^ for fecret fervice, 
^ 4000A This is he that faid, 50a/. per annum wat 
^ enough for a country gentleman to drink ale, eat beef^ 

* and to ftink with, l^e. ■ ■ ■ Sir Stephen Fox, from a 
f poor foot-boy, and then iinging-boy, has got in places 

* by the court 150,000/. clerk of the green-cloth. - — - 
^ Edward Seymour had, for four years, 2,000/. penfion 
f to betray the country party, for which he then appear- 

* ed. But, iince, he hath (hewn himfelf bare-faced, and 

* is treafurer of the navy, and fpeaker ; one of the com- 
^ miffioners of the admiralty, and of the popifh cabal. 

* ^— — Sir Leonal Jenkins^ fon of a taylor Judge of the ad- 

* miralty ; was in hopes to be archbifhopof Canterbury: 

* employed in four embafSes ; and whofe indefatigable 
^ induftry in procuring a peace for France has been 

* our — -. He affirmed, in the houfe of commons, that 
^ upon neceflity the king might raife moneys without 

* 2l& of parliament.* ■ ■ ' Thcfe are fome of the v^vy , 
inany worthies mentioned by this writer ; who^ fenfi-* 
ble of the miftakes and imperfections which neceifarily 
attend a work of fuch a kind, ^ begs pardon of the gen- 

^ tlemen here named, if he has for want of better in- 
^ formation undervalued the price and merit of their 

* voices* 



J 
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obligations, in the time of mod deep 

diftrefs, 

* voices, which he (hall be ready upon fheir advertlfe* 

* ment to amend : but more particularly he mufl beg the 
^ cxcufe of many more gentlemen, no lefs deferving^ 

* ,whom he hath omitted ; not out of any malice, or for 

* want of good will, but of timely notice : but in gene-* 

* ral the houfe was, if they pleafe to remember,* this laft 

* feffion, by three of their own members told, that they 

* were feveral papifts, fifty out-laws, and penfioners wick- 

* out number ; fo that, upon examination, they may ar- 

* rive at a better knowledge amongft themfelves, and do 

* one another more right, than we (however well affeSt^ 

* ed) can poilibly do without doors/ — ^The heralds and 
genealogies may^ pof&bly, objed to the account of the 
birth, parentage^ and education of fome of thefe gentle- 
men, as being inconfiftent with that which, by much 
labour, Ikill, and invention, they have publiflied : but, Z 
thinlc, no reafonable man can judge any wrong was 
done them by expofing them to the icorn and detefta- 
tion of the people. This, in the eyes of our heft patri- 
ots, was thought by much too moderate a puni(hment» 
Mr. Bootby afterwards Lord Delamercy in a fpeech made 
in the next parliam,ent, having obferved ^ that there was 
^ never any penfioners in parliament till this pack of 

* blades were got together j *" adds, * What will you do? 

* Shall thefe men cfcape ; fliall they go free with their 

* booty; (hall not the nation have vengeance on them^ 
< who had almoft given up the government ? It was 

* they who had perverted the ends of parliaments. Par* 
^ li^ments have been, and are, the great refuge of the 

. ^ nation ; that which cures all its difeafes, and heals its 

i * fore?., 
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diftrefs^ finding no remedy ^rom thofe to 

whom 



*n 



* fores. But thefe men bad made it a fnare to the nation ; 

* and, at beft, had brought it to be an engine to give 

* money* If therefore thefe go away unpuniflied, we 

* countenance what they have done, and make way to 
^ have penfioners in every parliament : but far be any 
^ fuch thought from any man that fits within thefe walls. 

* And having (aid this, I will, in the next place, hum- 
^ bly offer my thoughts what is to be done. In the firft 
^ place, I do propofe, that every man of them fhall, on 

* their knees, confefs their fault to all the commons ; and 

* that to be done at this bar, one by one. Nei^t; that, 
^ as far as they are able, they refund all the money 

* they have received For fecret fervice. Our law will 

* not allow a thief to keep what he has got by ftealth ; 
^ but, of courfe, orders refxTl'ution : and fhdl thefe proud 

* robbers of the nation not reftore their ill-gotten goods ? 
^ And, laftly, I do propofe, that they be voted incapable 

* of ferving in parliament for the future ; or of enjoying 

* any office, civil or military ; and order a bill to be 

* brought in for that purpofe : for it is not fit that thejr, 

* who wefe fo falfe and unjuft in that truft, (houldever 

* be trufted again. This, Sir, is my opinion : but if/ 

* the houfe (hall incline to any other way, I (hall readily 

* comply, provided a fufficient mark of infamy be fet on 

* them, that the people may know who bought and fold 

* them (;?).' — Thefe were the fentiments of a true patriot : 
fentiments which, however now fneered at or defpifed 
by the ambitious, the luxurious, the covetous, or the 
necefficous tools of power ; will always be venerated, 
approved, and applauded, by every virtuous Freeman and 

Briton^ 
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whom they had entnifted their liberties; 

ia 

Briton^ who is fenfible of the wafte made on our excellent 
conftitution by fo infamous pradiices* ' In the 

Journal x>f the houfe of commons. May lo, 1679, we 
find, that * Mr. Charles Bertie^ being called in and exa- 

* mined to feveral queftions, and then being withdrawn ^ 

* it was refolved. That the houfewasnot fadsfied with 

* the anfwers given by Mr. Bertie, — Sir Robert How^ 
^ ard informed the houfe, that there had been paid to 

* Mr, Bertie^ for fecret fervice, from Ladyday 16769 to 

* the 20th of A/jrrA, 167^, the fum of two hundred 
^ fifty-two thoufand four hundred fixty-feven pounds 

* one {billing and nine-pence. Ordered, That Mr« 

* Charles Bertie be committed to the cuftody of the fer- 
^ jeant at arms attending this houfe, for his contempt to 

* this houfe/ And in ttre Journal, May 23, 1679, 

we read, that * the houfe being informed that Sir Stephen 
^ Fox had paid feveral fums of money to fome of the 

* members of the laft parliament ; and that he has books 

< of account to evidence the fame : it was ordered, that 
' Sir Stephen Fox be immediately fent for to attend this 

* houfe ; and do bring with him all the books, and pa- 

* pers of accompts, of any money he has paid to any mem- 

* bersof th^ laft parliament, and others, for keeping pub- 

* He tables : and that Sir John Hotham, Sir Robert Pey^ 

* /«», and Sir John Holman^ do acquaint him with this 

< order. Ordered, That Sir Stephen Fox do forthwith 

* produce, t0 this houfe, his ledger-book, cafh-book, 

* an^ journal, and his receipts for money by him paid 

* for fecret fervice: and that Sir John Hotham^ Sir Robert 

* Peyton j^nd Sir John Holman^ do accompany the faid Sir 

* Stephen 
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in confidence ' of their honor^ integrity. 



and 



* Stiphen Fox : and that he is enjoined not to go out of 
^ the company of the faid members before they return to 
^ the houfe. Ordered, That no member do depart the 

* fervice of this houfe, until Sir Stephen Fox and the 

* other members do return. Ordered, That Sir Fran* 

* cis Winnington do, to-morrow morning, make a report 
^ of the informations given to the committee of fecrecy, 
^ touching money paid for fecret fervice 'to any of the 

* members of the laft parliament/ ■■ ■ The reafons 
of Mr. Bertie* s commitment are faid to be his unfatif* 
fadory anfwers, and his contempt of the houfe : and he 
could not, indeed, pretend that he was hardly dealt by. 
For after fevcral evafive replies to the queftions put to 
him, all that was to be got from him was, * that by the 
^ kings order he paid the money. If he had the 

* kings leave and command, he would anfwer ; but he 

* never difcovered the kings fecrets without his com* 

* mands ; and the treafurers orders were in purfuance of the 

* kings commands. If the king,' added he, * pleafes to give 
' ^ me his commands, I am ready to inform you. In that 

^ book of all the particulars of fecret fervice, I trufted 
^ nobody to write it : I wrote it fair; and confefs, I took 

* a copy of it. The acquittances were my. vouchers; 

* and who ligned them, I humbly defire not to declare 
*, without the kings leave;' — This, indeed, was aeon- 
feffion of the fa6t ; but fuch a confeflion, as was not 
available to the ends of public juftice. Whereupon Mr. 
Williams faid, * All is laid upon the king. Men are 

* come to that degree of confidence, that it will never be 

* well till you make them great examples. The laft 

* parliament, the nation was mightily induced to the 

* French 
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and juftiee: left the people, I Aiy, rotifed 

by 

• 

* French 'WZT^ by the encouragement of fome of your 

* members ; and you had a poll-bill for the ufe of the 

* navy, and the officers of the navy treated with thd 

* merchants for fevei'al things j and you were told, that 

* the money was in the navy-office irt a room by itfelf* 

* As foon as they got the merchants goods, this Mn 
^ Bertie^ by his tricks^ paid them nothing; and con- 

* verted the money to another ufe, — Look into the Re- 

* cords, and you will find one article againft the Duke 

* of Somerfety " that he had corrupted parliament men.*' 

* It was one of the chief articles, &fr. and (hall we be 

* afraid to do lefs ? Nothing contributes more to the 

* defirudioh of a nation than this. Where a man has 

* done fo ill, I would make no fcruple, by the legifla- 

* tive authority, to cut him off. Lay your hands oii 
^ your hearts* I think, this man is guilty, 6fr, who 
^ can inform you and will not. I would, therefore, im« 
^ prifon him ; and when fuch men as he can inform you 

* and will not, I would fcjueeze the orange and make! 
h\ 5rey*i « them refund (<?).* **— Fnic finding the houfe deter- 

ary Debates', mined to enter into the bottom of nhis matter, aftei* 

vol. vin Pi many put-ofFs and excufes, went with Hotham and the 

other members to Whitehall for the books : * vtYitvtFo^ 

^ called bis fervants to bring fuch books as they had in 

* their cuftody, and fent for other fervants that had the 

* refl. Some great books were brought into the room 1 

* but whilft he fent for the acquittances, the Lord Cham* 

* berlain [Arlington] came in, and fpoke to Fox. Fox 
' faid, thefe gentlemen are fome members of the houfe, 

* and I (halt not fpeak without their hearing. My lord 

< ' * cham- 
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by a fenfe of injury , (bould endeavouf 

to 
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* chamberlain faid, I take notice you are employed to 

* fearch for ^ooks and papers ; but you fhall not take 
> * any away o\xt o^WhiiehalL Hotham replied. Some, it 

* feems, do make friends of the unrighteous mammon* 
^ Your lordfhip has quick information of what we came 

* about, for our houfe doors were (hut. My lord cham* 

* berlain faw the miftake, and wtjuld have debated fome 

* things ; but Hotham faid, He was not fent to argue 

* this, or that ; but to obey his order. My lord cham- 
« berlain was very defirous to tell the members why 

* thofe books were not to be taken out of T^tthalli but 

* Hotham faid, Let me have what your lordfhip would 
*^(ay in writing, and I will inform the houfe of it. But 

* Arlington replied. That he dared not confent that any 

* books fhould go out oflVhitehall without the kings or- 

* ders ; nor that they fhould inipeft any books without 

* the kings command : but he believed, that if the 

* houfe addrefTed the king, they might have their de- 

* fire (^).* — The commons finding the books were fr) W, f^ 
not fo eafily to be come at, ordered *F^;ir, upon his me- 
mory, to name, to the houfe, fuch members 'of the lafl 
parliament as he paid money to for fecret fervice. On 
this Fox obferved, * That he was under hard circum- 

* fiances ; either to difobey the houfe, or to divulge a fe- 

* crct by the kings command. I can name fo few per- 

* fons, that it will give no fatisfadiion to the houfe. I 

* named none but what the committee named to me : 

• ■' 

* and my memory is not good enough to repeat it. It 

* may be the perfons may have an aftion againfl me. 
y Upod my memory I cannot tell who I paid money to 

4 ^or. 
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to take vengeauice on the . minifters ctT 

lawlefe 



* for fccrct ferviccj and who lipoft other accounts. I 
•humbly pray that I may not be put to alifwer/ • ■■■» * 
This did not fatisfy : but the clerk was ordered to read 
the names of the members^ one by one, in the cata* 
logue I beginning with the fpeaker. Under this ae» 
ceffity, Fox * named Mr. Seymour y Speaker, at the en^ 

^ < of every feffion to have received 1500/. as Sir EJ^ 

< ward Turner had received before him. After this wor-. 
^ thy leader, he mentioned Sir Charles ff^ieUrjSivyona^ 

* than Trelawney^ Robert Roberts^ Sir PhiHp Heiward^ Sir 
(7) Id. p. * Courtenaj Pooky and others, to the number of 27 {q)f 

^'^* *-»- A few of thefe, he faid, had the money on account 

of being put out of employment, by reafon of fome 
forms, or of the king's bounty : though it was eafjf 
enough to 4ee the true reafon of their having the allow* 
ance. ■ n ■ The matter ftill did not reft. ■ On the 
a4tb oi May^ ^^79* ^^^ Francis fyinnington reported^ 
from the committee of (ecrecy, * that there was 2000o/it 
.* per annum paid quartecly, by the commii&oner$ of excife^ 

* for fecret fervice, to members^ ^c* moftly by Mr« 

* Charles Bertie^ whereof no account was given to the 
^ exchequer but for fecret fervice. Bertie was examin- 
^ ed, at the committee, whether he paid any of the 
^ 20,000 /• to members of parliament i He anfwered, 

* That he had a privy feal to pay it without account^ 

* and he was not at liberty to tell how he difpofed of the 

* money, till he had the kings command* Next, though 

* Sir Stephen Fox has taken a great deal of matter out of 

* my hands i yet there are fome more than he has ac- 

* quainted you with, who have received money : viz. 
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iMrleis power^ aud claiin the liberties 

they 

to Sir Riohard Wifman \ ahd oAe Knighty which /^^ 
man paid, by a falfe name ; each of t^etn 400 /. pn^ 
annum. Mr* Roberts^ at one or two payments, 500 A | 
and Mr. Price^ 400/4 Sir Ji^w Fowil, at twice, ha4 
500/. of P'ffx/ PooUf Talbot y and Wheeler y as menti- 
oned before by Fox^ Now that I haye fummed up th^ 
fuhftance of other evidence from payments in Danbfi 
time, there came in tallies of 20,000 /. per annum^ for 
fecret fervice, outof theexcife. M,^oxMuntingtony znii 
^iv Jahnyamay^iA the money. Sometimes the money 
was paid before the quarter day j and when tallies 
wereftruck, papers were delivered back. A bo0k.4]if 
names there was^ to whom mpney was paid. And Btr-" 
tie had ail Sigent, who fays, that,^ aft«r the treafurcr 
was impeachedj about the 24.th of December^ Berti/ 
came in great hafte to him for that book, ^ith all let- 
ters and acquittances, and that bcJok has many falfe 
names in it. And if he faw the book* he could tell 
wliat memtiers were c^oncernedi and under what heacl 
l^e^Aands. The book of 20,000/. was inc^eafed i^ 
Danl^in his tifxie.^ for formerly it was not abov.e 
iz,Q00 /. per anfiim for penftons. Fartber^there was 
paid out of the esichequer^ for Mr* ChiffinSy who de* 
:livered aboitt a hundred: acquittances to Bertie. 
Before the parliament did At, there were i^eaterfumsi 
paid than at oljber times. The paper 'the committee 
took, ^C4 mentions other perfons. Sir yofipb Tredeu* 
ham had 500/* per annum ; and Mr. Piercy Goring yxkL 
per annum* Sir lifib^rt Holt had feveral fums to maintain 
him in prifon. Sir ff^liam Glafcott^ and Sir John 
Vou 11. ' ^ ^ Brampj^onif 
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they hid fo wickddly been ' deprived 6f; 

a thing 

* Bram^ongy had fevcral fumS ; but he cou^d n6t difco- 

* ver the particulars. IVljtman^ King^ and Tnlawney^ 

< offered to fell their penfions to the commiffipners of 

* excife; and did pretend, that they might have money . 
^ beforehand, and the commifli6ners bad a difcount'of 

(r) w, p. c \^ per cent (r)/ — Upon this report, many things 
^* ' were faid. However, the penfioners bad Jiberty tofpeak 

for themfelves. Seymour was angry at his having been 
imchtroned hy.Fox'^ but denied not his receiving the mo- 
ney. Others made excufes in the heft manner they 
Wete ^ble t and a few behaved with cfFrontel^. But 
the hoafe, in the temper it was in, woiild certsunly have 
pailed a heavy cenfure on thHn ; had they not been fud- 

detily diffolved, iri order to fcreert Dakhy and diefc 

wretched mifcreants. I have been thus lolig'on 

this fubjeft, in order to fik the sera of corruption 

amongflr us: — of corruption, which has, iince^ walked 

about even at nooh-day r bidding defiance to honor, to 

virtue, to the cofnniunity ; and threktning to overturn 

the foundations of free government. May the names 

of its prcjeftors and fautors bctoh^emned toetcrnaiiri- 
■ f^^y }• ^ j^ ^;jj jj^ jjy^ jttffice, howevct, to' hear 

what is faid by* way of apology f6r this parliament. 
Lord Bolingbroke makes it; and from him it is here re- 
cited. * When I refleft/ fays he, ^*on the particulars 
' • here mentioned ][the voting'down^thc ffariding army, 
' * and proje£^ingthtf exclufion of the Diiketrf yj?r^], arid 
[ * a great many others, which might be 'mentioned to the 
^ • honor of this parliament j I cannot hear iif called the 
* I^cnfioner Parliament, as it wete by vvay^ of eminence, 

• without 
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a thing, iwwh, fetredi be<;auft ro^rit^d 

■ ■. ■ ' ' , > '■^ 

* without a degree of indignatioft'^ cifpecialJy in the age; 

* in which we live, and by fotne bf thofe who afFe<Sl: the 
^ mod tol)eftow upon it this ignQrntnious appelktion., 

* Penflons, indeed, to the anvoiinc of :&vea or eight 
' ^ tboufaiid p6unds, as I remember, were difcoyered tq 

« have been given to fome members of the houfe of com-j 
^ mons. But <hen let it be remembered, likewife, tha; 

* this eJcpedient of corrupting parliaments began under 

* the adminiftratibh of that, boiilerous, oyer-be^rin^i 

* dangerottjr miaiftcr, Qiffofd. As long a3 there re-j 

* mained. ^y pretence to iiiy that the court Wda in tbf 
^intereft of the people, the expedient of bribery wd§ 
^ neittier wanted ilor. pracUfed. Wh^n the cour^ 

* m9& i^irideAtly in another iptcreft^ the neceffity and 
^.tbe prajaice of bribing the reprefentatives of the.peor 

^,plcjc<^iimsnqe4« JSho^l^ a.psirtiament of Britain 2^St ^ 

SiaiBO{fipl3faiXDeiwj$h«C0uri&, ng^nft the fenfe and ipr 

}f tcocft o£4|he>dakiiliQni.manJ^ind,)jm5id^^ re»dy.to.piK}«- 

^tiMUQce very juiUy^ t^t fu^^ % parliament wa^ under 

^.1i}as CfttrofHiifiifluQQGje.^ ,tbe cpurt, But, in .the caf^ 

^!now )>fifei» \^^ wci h^ca ,vcty cpmfortable e354mplc 

^ of a court,, w^ked enpugb. to iland in need of cor^upt^ 

.^ aoB, and ta emplpy i^ a ^nd of a parliament, virtuous 

•S eaough'tOryffift the ffirce,,of this expedient : which 

^ < PbiU^^r-Macedan .boaAed thn. he, employed to invade 

< the Ubc[rt%s of other countries \ and which had been 

> f0X3{ceru employed bjr men of lefs geruus, as well as 

^ rank^'to inyadtr the liberies of their own» All that 

^ corruptiOHcouldjiip,. in this parliament, was, to m^in- 

* tain the ippwraiipe of a ^Qurt-party, whilft the mea- 

J * X 2 * fures 
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by thcfc vile oppre£brs. A ftanding army 



was 
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fures of the court unHed a country partj in oppofition 
to them. Neither places nor penTiocis could binder 
courtiers in this parliament from voting, on many fig- 
nal occaGons, againft the court ; nor proted either 
thofe who drew the ktng into ill meafures, nor thofe 
who complied with him in them* Nay, this penfioner 
parliament, if it muft flill be called fo, gaveoiie proof 
of independency, bcfides that of contriving a teft, in 
1675, to purge their members y on oath^Jrm allfuj^icitn 
nf corrupt influence \ which ought to wipe off this ftain 
from the moft corrupt. They drove one of their pay- 
mailers out of court, and impeached the other in'thc 
fullnefs of his power \ even at a time when the kihg 
was fo weak as to make, or fo unhappy ts to be forced 
to make, on account of penfions privately negotiated 
from frattce^ the caufe of the crown and the cauie of 
the minffter one, and to blend their Jntercfb toge- 
ther (/)/ //.^^AffyV account of AS^ bopefar 

et of men, w^ofe charaaen he well kn^w, flitfll dofc 
the note. — «Our kings,' Ays he, « had not w^ieitwkball 
to corrupt many, till tKefe laft V99tfktf ft$s»^ Md the 
treachery of a few was not enoogh topdft atew. Tte 
untort of Aian^ was not ealily wroughtv attd tket^e-wts 
nothing to tempt them to endeavour itf <or they could 
make little advantage during the iefion^ and were to 
be loft in the mafs of the people, and prejudiced by 
their own laws as foon as it-was ended. They could 
not, in a* (hort time, reconcile their various iuteifefia or 
paffione, fb as to combine tegeclier ^aioA tbe^iublic s 
ind the fermor klh^ never went about it« We aflrc 

^behglden 
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bdden to Hyde^ CUjffird^ and DaiAy^ for all that tui 
been done of that kind. They found a parliament full 
of lewd young men, chofen by a furious people in 
fpite to the puritans, whofe feverity had diftafted them. 
The weakeft of all minifters had 'wit enough to un-* 
derftaiid that fuch as thefe might be eafiiy deluded, cor- 
rupted, or bribed. Somie were fond of th^ir feats in 
parliament, and delighted to domineer over their 
neighbours by continuing in them. Others preferred 
the cajolaries of th|! court before the honor of perform- 
ing their duty to tbt country that eniployed them. 
Some thought to relieve their mined fortunes, and 
were .moft forward to give the king a vaft revenue, 
that from thence they might receive penfions. Others 
were glad of a temporary prote£lion againft their cre- 
ditors. Many knew not what they did when they an- 
nulled the triennial ad ; voted the militia to be in the 
king ; gave him the excife, cuftoms, and chimney- 
money ; made the aA for corporations, by which the 
^grcateft part of tl^e nation was brought under the 
power of the worft men rn it y 'drunk or foberi pafied 
the five-mile a£t, and that for unifor nity in the church« 
This emboldened the court to think of making parlia- 
ments tc^ be the i(iftrument8 of our flavery, which had 
in all ages paft been the firmed pillars of our liberty. 
There might have been, perhaps, a poffibility^of pre- 
venting this pernicious mifchief in>the conftitution of' 
our govdpmnent* But our brave anceAors could ne-' 
ver think their pofterity would degenerate into fuch 
bafenefe, as to fell themfelves and their country. Biit 
how great foever the danger may be, His )efs than to 
put all into" the hands of one man and bis minifters. 
The hazard <ii being ruined by thofe who muft peri£h 
with us, ig not £> much, to be feared at by one who' 

X 3 ^ may 
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was kept up without law (a a a a), and 

contrary 

* may f nrich and ftrengtbco hitnfelf by oar ^ftni£tioi». 

* *Tis better to depend 11990 thofc who arc unJer a pof- . 

* fibility of being again corrupted, than upon one who 

* applies hjmfelf to corrupt thembccaufe he cannot 

* otherwife accomplifh his defigns. It were to be wi(h^ 

* ed that our fecurity were more certain ; but this be-« 
< ing» under God, the heft anchos we have, it defiervrs 

* to be preferred with all care, till one of a moreun- 
*' quefixonable ftrength be framed by the con&nt of the 

coiiVfes o^ * nation (0- 

Coreni- (aaaa) J fiandiftg ormj was kept mp mtba^t £iw,] 

456. Edit, Mr. Trencbard^ vn his excellent ' Short Hiftory of Stand-^ 
J763. 4to, *:ing Armies in England^ after having pointed out many 
of the enqrmities of Charleses reign ; obferves, ^ that l|e 
^.dur^not hare dreamed of all thefe violations, if he had 
^ not had an army to juftify thenu He had thoughts, at 
^^iirft, of ]{:eeping up the parliament army, which waa 

* (everal times in debate: but Chancellor Z^i^ prevailed 
^ Mpon him by this argument, that they were a body of 

* men that had cut off his fathers head ; that they had 

* fct up and pulled down ten feveral fortsof government; 
^ and that it might be his own turn next. So that, his fears 
^ prevailing over his ainbition, he coafented to diiband 

* them 3 butfoon fouiKi bow vain and abortive a thing ar-» 
^ bitrary power would prove without an army« He there* 
^ fore tried all ways to get one : and, firft, he attempted 
^ it in Scotland \ and, by meaqs of the Duke of Lauder- 

* dale^.got an a£t pailbd there, whereby the kingdom of 
^ Scotland ^2A obliged co raife .20,000 foot and 2jOoa 

* horfe, at hi^ majefty's call, to march into any part of 
f {ii§ dominions, ft^uch aI)oi^t the fam^ time he raifed 

• guardl 
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cotttraiy. to. the 4eclare4 fenfe of almoft 

j ^, all 

f.ginurdjrtmi&i9/<7iii(a:thing uobeard of before in ouv 
r £fiiliAx9Q^t\xtiOi^', a)Mi« by <]egree$, increafed th^eaij 
•■ uHti«y bccaoip » fp^qpidaW^ ar.my : for^.firft, they were 

.^.bnt very fe;w i but by .adding^infeniibly, more men to 
tiB Uio6^ or company^ and (hen Tnore troops or compa^* 
i:fiiesto<a regim«iJt*,,bdforc.'the feQ.Qod;X>K/^^ .w^»he 

^ i^adoiultipUcd ibem to n^ar 5,000 men. . He then be- 
1 gan chat war :in COB] vli^ion with i^r^i^^fl and the par- 
^ li^ipent^aye him tWP iPfti^ions^and a half to maintaih 

* il, with part of which, money he-raifed i5t>ooo men, 
.' ^yvhi<;h ymrci;9ili^ $3m BiacA^Hf^tb 2ixmy (appointing 

i*Mkr{h'd\Sehoinierg to bfethefr g^nef^ ;;>{)d Fifz Gerald^ 
\jffilnjh p^ft, theii: lieutenant. gen^ral),,andpreten47 
^.ed^he.raifed.tbem to attack Hqlland\ but^, inftead of 

* ufing them to that purp,of^,,h^ kept them encamped 
*,j4ppn BJack'Heaikf . hQYe;;ilig over the. city of London j 
f which piit b<^th. the parliament and city in fuch con<* 
\ fufion, t;^at the king was forced; at laft to difband thprn, 
^ But there were feveral accidents contributed to it : firft, 
^ the ill fucceis he had in the war with the Putch^ fuch 

* gallantries being not to he ajttempted but in the high-s 

* eft raptures of fortune : nqjct^ the never- to-bcrforgottei\ 
J^ generofity of that great man^Gencral 5cA^OT^^r^,whofq 
^•q;iigh(?y: Junius (cornedtfo ignoble an adion as to put 
^ chains upon a free people i and* at laft. of all» the army. 

* themfelycs mutiny 'd for want of pay s which^ ^dded to 



</ 
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. • It appcitfs^ from the Mcmoin of Shefficia^ DtJce of- Bi|ck4JlghMn> that 
the fird rcj^cDciu of foot goax(U cooiifted of (wo thouraniv foiu: tiwi(ire4 

ipcfl(«).* , . (ir) Works, 

" X + , « the " 
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^1 the paf liaokclit? of- fbis mgOr 



But 



I the il{ bamburi that wereifceii lA tiie oatidtft oMBth^ 
^ king willing to difband them, But, at tb« (aiM ttme^ 

* contftry to the artic]e$of peace with the Dutib^ be coa-*, 

* tinued IO9C00 men in the /V#i(Kiiervice, for the aooff . 
^ part under popifli oficprft} to be ieafoned tho^ ill 
t Jlavifh principles, that tlney might be ready to executd 
^ «n]r comifiands when tbpy were fetit over. The par- 
f liament never ifiet, but they addrefled the king to r^ 
^'cal th^e forces oat of Frana^ and dtibahd them ; aoif 
t Tey^ra) tif^ts prepared bills to that purpofe, which A€ 
f king always prevented by a prorogation | but at laH 
f was prevailed Upon to i^ue forth a proclamation tore- 

^ cal them, yet at the fame time fuppHed ^em with re-r 
f cruits, encouraged fome to go V(>luntariiy into that let- 
f vice, ixid preiTedf imprifoned, and carried oyer odiers 
^ by tnaln force : befides, he only diibanded the new- 
^ raifed reglmeilts, and not all of them neither; for ho 
f kept up in England Ave thoufapd eight hundred anc^ 

* ninety private men, befides officers, which was hi^ 
^ eftablifhment ip 1673. '^'^^ ^*^S having two grea^ 

* dcfigns to carry on together, viz. poperyand arbitrary 
4 power, thought. this fprce was not enough to do hi$ 
f bufinefs effeftually \ ^nd therjcforc call s^bout how ta> 
« get a new armyi and toojc the moft plau&Ue way^' 
f which ^?s^ pretending to enter into a war wi^h Franu^^ 

* and to that purpofe fent Mr. Tbyn to HollaHiff who 
f made a ftri£l league with the States : and immediately 
•upon it the king called the parliament, who gate 

* i,doo,ooo pounds to enter into an adual wtr witli 
f Frf^cf, vfi^ Mvh^ch money be raifc^ wi. .^rmjr of 

^ t>ct>«^en 



*>-^--*'* 
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Birt CbarkSi mtf^/i^flifafi^ng the many 

ibothing 



^between iwenty'and tBirty thofifand men within leu 

* tliain forty days, and fcnt pkft of them to f landers. 
^ kt the fame time he continued his forces .in France^ 

* and took a funi of money from that king to affift hin^ 
^ in making a private peace with Hollofid: fo that, in- 

* ftead of a war With Franof, the parliament had given 
f a great fum to raife an army to enflave themfelves* 
^ Bttt it happened about this time that the popilh plot 
^ broke out, which put the nation in fuch a ferthent 

* Ihat there was fio ftemiiling the tide ; fo that be was 

* fotted to tall the parliament, which liiet the 23d of 

* tUfoiet^ ifiySf ^<^ immediately fell upon the popifli 

* ptot and the land arihy. Befides, there weradifcdver^ 
^ cd 57 C6mmiffioftS granted to papifts to raife meti^ 

* cofinterfigned, J. W11.LIAMSON [Secretary of StateJ} 
^ fcMT which, and faying the king might keep guards if 

* be could pay'thetti, he was committed to the Tower. 

* This foeiiraged th'e parliament, that they immediate] j/ 

* prbceed^d to the dilbanding of the army, and paffed an 

* 2& that 111 forces raifed fince the 29th of September^ 

* 1677, ihduld be dilbanded ; and gave the king 
^695,388 pounds to pay off their arrears, which he 

* ihade ufe of to keep thent up, and diflblved the parlia- 
^ ment ; butfoon after ciatled another, which purf«ed 
' the fame coiinfels, and pafTed afecond aft to difband 

* the army ; gave a new fum for doing it, dircoled it tp 
^ be paid into the chamber of Londoriy appointed com7 

* miffionersof their own, and paflbd a vote that the con- 

* tinuance of any ftanding forces in this nation, other 

* than tl^e i^itkia, ' W4s illegal, and a great grievance 

, < and 
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Nothing fpccchc? put , iato J^us ip(Hik|i 

by 

* ancl veication to-tbo people^ Co diat arpiy vp^ilf^j^n^r 
^ cd. Befide$ tbis> tl|ey: cooiplained ol^ the. forces ich:^ 

* were in Francs^ and addrefled the king again tQ rcxa^ 
' thecn ; which had fome efFe£l, JFor he fentover no more 
^ recruitSi but fuiFered them to wear out by degrees* 

* The eftabliihmenc^ upon the diilblutioo of this army, 

* which was in the year i6,J^ were 5650 private fol- 
^ diers^ bcfides officers. From this time he nevef .agree4 

* with his people:, but diSAvtA three pairliaioenti fol^f 

< lowing for enquiring into the popiih plot ; and in th^ 

* three laft years of his reign called none at all»> And, 

< to crown the work, Tangier is demolifhed^and thegafT 

< rifon brought over and placed in the moft confiderafa^^ 

* ports in England i which made the eftablilhinent, in 

* i68^y 8482 private men, befidcs officers* Tis obr 

* fervable, in this kings reign, that there was not. one 

* feffions but his guards were attacked, and never ooul^ 

* get the leaft countenance from parliament.: but, tob^ 

* even with them, the court as much difcountenanced 

* the militia, and never would fufFer it to be made ufe« 
^ ful. Thus, we fee, the king huibanded a few guards 

* fo well, that, in a fmall number pf years, they grew tQ 

* a formidable army, notwithftanding all the endeavour^ 

< of the parliament to the contrary : fo difficult it is to 
' prevent the growing of an evil that does not receive ^ 

* check in the beginning. He increafed th^ eftablilh^ 

* ment in Ireland to 7700 men, officers included ; 

* whereas they never exceeded, in any former xeign^ 
^ 2000, when there was more pccafion for them ; thp 

< Irtjh not long before having beei^ entirely reduced by 

4 ^ • Cromwell^ 
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by his mihiffers, valued "not parllJinfienfe' 

much 



* Cjromivell; ahd coiiW n^Tf hMv^ held their heads lip 
*, again without his cdttnteriandeV Biit the truth of it 

* was, hid afmy was to fupport the/r$S&^ and the* fear 

* of the Iriflj was to fupport his army (jr)/ 1 bi- (*) Short 

Heve this narrative to be pretty exa6t ^ 1^ th^ j^jj^. ^||^ «f ^ 

^ nalswe find it refolved, Feb, 7," 1673, *chat thecoma* tMt%, p. 15 

' nuing any ftanding forces in this* nation, o^er Atvi Load ,7!!,' 

*' the militia, is a great grievance and Vexatioh to thi^peb- 

* pie : and that it is the humble petition of this houft/ f 
^ to his niajefty, diat he will- immediately caufo to be 

* difbanded that part of tbem thet were raifed&iee 

* the firftof January y 1663.' His majelly he^eupta 
promif^ to reduce them to a lefs number (jr). >■ ■■■ * f^^ j^^^ 
We are told j •* this matter gradually led the houfeinto' '»ai,Fcb. il. 
^ an uncommon debate concerning the kings guards, 

* which had been eftabliflied foon after the Reftor^ioti ;' 
' and thefe following reafonswerergtven in for.difbandrng 
^ the horfe and fopt guards. Commonly called the kings' 

* life-guard : ' 

« I. That, according to the laws of the land, the king 

< hath no guards but thofe called gentlemen peniioners ^ 
^ • and yeomen of the guard* ' 

' 5t. That ever fince this parliament, altho' there hive 

< been fo many feffions, they never fettled the life-guard 

* by aft of parliament ; nay, they have been fo far fronf 
« it, that whenfocvef they have teen fo much as menti- 

* oned in ihe houfe of commons^ they would fievef in 

* the Feaft take any favouirable notice of them, always 

* lookiftg'upon them as a number of men unlawfuUy*af- 

^fcmW^dj 
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much more than his father, when they. 

any 

« Canbkd» and in no sefpeft fit to be the leaft oountt-^ 

* naixred by the [»ariiaiiient of England. " ^ 

^ 3* That they are of a vaft charge to the king and. 

* kingdom. 

* 4« That they are altogether ufelcfs to this kingdom i 

* as doth plainly appear by his majedy's moft happy 

* aifd peaceable reign fincehis blefled reftorationi there 
^ being fo much real and mutual love, confidence, and. 

* tnift-, between bi^ majefty and his good people, which 

* is daily mantfefted by his majefty's frequent trufting 
^ and expo&ig his fiicred perfon to bis pe<^e without a 

* guards 

'* 5* That guards^ or ftanding armies, are only 

* ia u(e where princes govern more by fear than by 

* tove } as in France^ where the government is arbi-^. 

* trary. 

^ 6. That this life-guard is a ftanding army in dfA> 
^ giiiie $ and that as long as they continue, the roots of 

* a ftanding army will remain amongft us : and th^e-^ 
^ fore it is impofliblc efte£hiaIlyto^ deliver this nation 
< from a ftanding army, till thefe guards are pulled u}> 

* by the roots, 

^ 7. Tliat the life^iguard as a place of refuge and re- 
^ treat for papifts, and men popiflily afieded; and.^ 

* fcbool and nurfery for men of arbitrary and debauched 

* prtncipWs, and favourers of the French government j 

* as it did too plainly appear in the cafe of Sir JohnC^ 

* ventry. ^ -'^ 

^ 8. That if the tife*guard were dift^anded, the king 
^ would thereby fave Tome hundred diouf^d pounds 
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any way obftruded his views and de-< 

figns; 

< pir mmmn % which would in a few years enable him tQ 
f.pay all his ^bts without buitbeni^ng his good people 

< with anj farther taxes to that end (2),' {^) Tor* 

This 2^U againft guards and ftanding armies, will, Vmnuntuf 
I dottU not, s^pear very ftrange to many readers, ,who P«^»»<^»^sU 
have been long ufed to fee and talk of the?! with great 
tndifFerency 9md unconcern : bu; wc are to remembei^ 
that the army of Charks was kept up without law, md 
filled the minds of men with the mD^ difinal appisehen* 
fions* Our ^army, fince the Revdution, has, fronx year 
to year, been kept up by parliamentary authority % apd 
afibrded very iitie provifion for numberlefi geotleaien, 
who, otherwife, .would have been in a ftarving Gondii* 
tioBi* No. wonder. then we hear it not (aid of thefe, 
as it was faid of thole, by the parliament-men of that 
time, « Tbsn gQ mrnm/tsrs (a) J -*— « Theie ftanding W J»ta* 
guards, in time of peace, all die great lawyers of £ng^ ^^u^ ^ 
Ansdf declared ^ be illegal from the firft i . and fuch a 
force upon the nation as the law abhors. The Lord 
Chief Jufttoe fiMJf A^n had the honefty and courage to 
tell my Lord Afacclts/leUk^ Ao* he then commanded 
and'was at the bead <^ them«* -My lord very taonouf- 
ably temenAred thi^, as an mftanoe of that great mana 
integrity. -—*«-— But the guards became more form-^ 
{dable afterwards, ^hen an undertaker offered^ with « 
thoufand of their horfe, of which they had .always 
more, to go and conquer the city of Londouj in a con« 
tempt uous manner ; and when, with their detach- 
ments, and filling up again with new men, they could 
at.aRy time form an army. They bad likewife their 
a ' nurfery 



(igos ; . as is evident pfrooi -many of his 

anfwcrs 



r . . > 



* nurfcry of Tangier "witKm call; andj wlwnthtfy faw 
(*)ld. ibid. « their time, it came over (^)/ ■ Mr> Jobk/on l|as 

not heightened the apprehenfiohs men, at this lime, had 
of thefe guards or forces. For we find Mr. Rufilt in 
the houfeof commons, faying, * Without betraying our 
^ truft, we muft Irote thefe ftanding forces a grievance* 
< There are flill defigns, about the king, to ndn reU* 
^ gioit and property* . Public bufineft is the leaft of 
^ thdr cdnccf n^ A Tenr^upflnrt peoplei staking, hay 
*^ whiHt the fun ihines^ fet up an army toueflnUilh i^ir 

* intereft: and he would have cairetakent fiMf^hefutAre, 
. ^ that no army be raifisd for ar cabal'4fiteoeft« It was 

-* h\i the laft feffion^ by a gefideman, xJtut thi war was 
^ mdde rather for the army^ thati the ^army for the. war. 

* This govemimiAt) witii a ftanding andy, can- never 

* be fafe : we cannot -be feccne in this houie ; and fome 

ii. p. 393. btrt Atkyns^ . fpeaking of Lord RuffiPs apcuiation^ in his 

ind lament, of conipiring to^MsC' and dcftroy the 

'kings guards^ ^ya^- ^ The ^guards.; , what guards i 

' ( What or whom do^s ^e Idw underftapd or allow to be 

* the kings .guards for the prefervatioia ;of his perfon \ 
"* Wbam (ball the <;QttC( (Jut tried this noble lord^ whom 
> ^ (hall the judges of the I^w that w^re then prefent, and 

^ upon their oaths, t)Vrhom ihall they judge or legally 
« unc^iAand by thefe guards i. They /lever read of 

. * them .in all their Jawrbopks. There is not any ftatutc- 
^ law that makes .the le4ft mention of any guards. The 
^ law of England takes no notice of any. fuch guards ; 

• ^ a^d tber^ore the indictment is uncertain and void. 

•T^e 
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* The' king is guarded by the^fpecial prote^ion of Al- 

* mighty God, by whom he reigns, and whofe vJcc- 

^ geren( he is. He has an invifible guard ^ a guard of ' \ 

* glorious angets. 

' •Noh egetMaiiri jaculis, nee arcui 

* * Nee venenatis gravida fagittis 

' * /Cr>^//^ pharetra. 

*t The king b guarded by the lore of his fubjeds^cthe 

* nextiUndcr GodU attdthe^foreft^ guard; He is gtoarded 
^ by die- law, and eourts of juftice. The militra aad 

* die-. tiaitiedbiiiids are bis iegii guard, and tlic whole 

< kingdoms guaid. The very jud§es that cried* fitasino^ 
' blelOfd^iiBercithe kn^goavds, and ^e kingdoms 
'- gixaids, aal titis -Losd Kajik guand^ againft aU ernme j» 
^ oas afid4fnfctf(p£b iodti^Qirats, from all falfe evideficfc 
^ atid proof,' fimnali ftrains of wk and oratory mifap^- 
•^ plkd aad abofiBd by <:OunfeL WJiat other guards are 
.^ there? We knowof ni»iaiiiribir)iiore« KingHewy 
*< die Sevafnh of thjs- kingdom (as «hifiory teUs u^) wis 

< the fifft that fist up the band of panfioners : ftnce thi^> 
<'they«Ofltieti»^tlie guaid), fii^QQ d>?m, certaia armed 

* bands, commonly Bo#-a*day$ edited (after the Frmih 
*^ mode) th^ kings Hfe^gisard, Hde about, and sippearing 

* vO-ith naked fwords, to the terror of fh& natiion. Biit i 
« where U the law'? where If the authority for them (<3f)f' (^Defence 

Th^s talked fome of dur fathers, who had be^n ofLoniRui- 

witnefe to the mifoiidFs pei'petrated by mercenary, tile- ccncy.p, 14, 

gal bands; — — Let iis now hear what was faid in de- ^°-' ^^"'*» 

• D 1680 

fence of the ketfpinig up ftanding f6rc6Sl * Our'army in . ' 
^ England,^ fiiid Lord Mulgnrvi^ in anfwet to Lord i/tf- 
lifax's charafter of a trirtiinfeiJ, ♦augmented as it-is, and 
^ well diicifrfmed at it ought to be^ ia but an affiftance 
♦to 
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^ lo the po/Ji'CPmifatusi and a general^ in effed, dac$ 
*' but obey a conftable. Upon this ground I dare con- 
^ dude, that a competent force, in defence of the kings 

* perfon and prerogative, is as nece^y a fupp(xt of the 

* government as the law-courts are in tTe/hunfiif^bati : 

* but who can help it if the trimmers eyes are fo dazzled 

* with the glittering of a little army on Pidmy^btatb^ 

* and bis ears fo flonned with trumpets and kettle*drumsy 
^ that he has quite forgotten the oppofition that has been 
^ made, thefe laft fifty years, to the undoubted right of 
^ the crown; and, confequently, to the peace of the i»- 

* tion ? Let him but think well of the fiiAious and re- 

* publican pinciples among us, and of the unpsoalleled 
^fooldn^fs our nation always fliews in the worft defignft 

* as well as the beft; ancil my good opimoiRof our trim- 
^ mer gives me almoft an afiiuaoce, that he will cotl- 
^ dude, ten thoufand CoX&txz are nowas oecei&ry t& 
^ the kings (afety^ and the peoples quiet, as ever the band 

^ * of penfioners and yeomen of the guard wcle hereto* 

* fore. And I am coniident, that he will Wlievt that^ 
/ as in times of great oppreffion and injuftice, it would 

* not be indecent for the houie of commons tp defire 
^ moderate laws for their future prefervation againft it; 
^ and that they ought not for thai: to be fufpe<Slcd of re- 

* hellion : fo when the balance is too much on the other 
' fide, and kings only are in danger \ it is fare at lead as 
^ fitting, and as reafbaable, for them to increafe their 

* guards and ftrength^ which ought not to lu'eed the 
f^) Back. < lead fufpicion in their fubje^ {e)* An admirable 

Wprics vol ^^^^ ^f r^afoniug tfois,- truly ! to fee chains forging foi^ 

li* P- 37- MS, and yet to be without fufpicion of the forgers in-^ 

tending to manacle and inAave us ! But the writer bad 

a command in the army^ was a prerogative man ; and 

devoted to the measures, the infamous meafures, of bis 

njaften 
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* 

I 

mz&eu — The danger from thefe men is well defcribed 
by many political writers^ Among thefe^ Mr. Gordon 
obferves, * that no government can fubfift but by force ; 
and wherever that force lies^ th^re it is that govern-*' 
ment is or fooff will Jbt. Free flates tbeiefor^/ adds 
he§ < have preferted themfelves, and their libertiest by 
arming dl their people ; becaafe all the people are in* 
terefted in preferving thofe liberties : by drawing out 
liumbers of them thus armed^ to ferve th^ir country 0C"« . 
cafionully ; and by diflblving them (when that occafioA 
was over) into' the mafs of the people again : by often 
changing the chief o^Sicers ; or^ if they conftlnued the 
£^ntf, by letting their coffimi^ns be temporary, and 
always ftlbjed to (be controul of t6e fupream power, 
ofteft to that Cf oth^r co-ordinate powers ai the Duub' 
generals are to the deputies. It is (ndeed but rare^ 
that ft^tes, who have not taken fuch precaution, have 
(lot loft then: liberties 7 their gentrats haVe fet up. fox' 
themfelves ; and ti^rned the arms put into their bands 
/againft tfaeir mafters, This d,id Atarius^ Sylla^ Gajar^ 
tiUirjfiu%^ AgathicUs^ Charles Marut^ OH^m' Cronnvilt^ 
and many others. And this they all did by the fame 
mearts : it is &\\i frequently done in the £aftern mon* 
archies ; and by the fame means all the Chriiiiani 
princes of Europe^ who were arbitrary, became (oj 
' For as tb^ experience of all ages (hews usy that all 
^ mena tieWs iiire to attain dominion and riches ^ it is ri-^ 
^ diculou^ to hope that they Will not ufe the m^ns it> « 
^ their power to attain them^ and madnefs to truft th6af 
^ wkb thofe meant. They WtU never want pretences^ 
^ eithef from their own fafety or the public good, to juf*' 
* tify the nleafures-which have fucceeded : and they know 

f well, that the fucco£s will alwaysjuftify ftfcM"; that^reat 
Vot^ IL V * numbers 
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anfwcrs to them; his violating (bbbb) 

their 



^ numbers will be found to (^nStify their power j moft 
* of the reft will fuboiit to it, and in time will think it 
^ juft and necefTary ; perhaps, at laft, believe it to be ob« 
^ tained miraculoufly, and to have been the immediate - 
«aa of heaven (/)/ 
eouffc» on" (bbbb) His anfwers — his violating privileges — ■ and 
Tacitus,vol. difufe of parliaments*'] Nothing is more common than 
for princes to fpeak fair in the beginning. Like lovers, 
in the honey-moon, they carefs their people, and are ca- 
reded by them : but having once gratified their de^res, 
or finding themfelves unable by their cajolings to ac- 
cbmplifli the views they entertained j they grow cool, 
and at length have a loathing. At the conclufion of - 
his firft parliament, Charles was taught to (ay, ■ ■' ' ' 
•When God brought me hither, I brought with me an 
^ extraordinary affedion and efteem for parliaments. I 

* need not tell you how much it is improved by your car- 

* riage towards me : you have out-done all the good and 

• obliging afts of your predeceffors towards the crown ; 
< and therefore you cannot but believe my heart is ex- 

♦ ceedingly enlarged with the acknowledgment. —— I 
^ deal truly with you : I (hall not propofe any one rule 
^ to hiyfelf, in my anions and counfels, than this ; What 

^ is a parliament like to think of this adion, and this 
^ counfel ? And it fiiall be want of underftanding in me, 

• if It will not bear that teft.' — Thefe were fine words, 
it muft be corifeffcd : but his aftcr-aiiions were no way 
eotrefpondent to thtn% Being ofiended that the bill 
pfifi^ by his father for triennial parliaments, was not 
irepealed by his fecond and moft loyal penfibncd parlia* 
tncnt I merely, I fuppofe, through their ignorance or 

imdvcr* 
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Ihdr privileges} aod^ wBen they were 

found 
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bizivttuncy i he toM them plutily^ * that he atwajr^ 
expedied diey would» aifd even admired they had not 
confidered the woifderfal claiifes in that Bill, which 
palled in a time very uncareful for the dignity of th^ ^ 
crown or fecurity of the people* I pray, Mr. Speaker/ 
and you gentlemen of the houfe of commons, giver 
that menltial bill once a reading in your houfe ; and 
then^ in God's name» do what you tfainlc*fit for me 
and ydurfelves, aifd the whole kingdom, I need not 
tell ydfU how much I love piarliaments : ffever king v9Z9 
(o much beholden to parliaments aff I have beenj not! 
do I think the crown can ever be happy without frequent 
pariiameiits : butafluiieyoHrfelves, if Ididf thinkother-" 
wtfe^ I would never fuffer a| parliament to cmoe together 
by the means prefcribed by that bilh'-^Thfs produced 
the efFed: intended ; and the parKament put it in his ma- 
jefty*s power to render them immortal, to the great emo- 
lument of the pubKc^ • For a long time things went oit 
very lovingly bet#eeh the king artd his two boufes : 
but when his majeAy was full of confxdc^e that bef 
might do as he lift, and }n confequence thereof took 
Heps apparently contrary* to the religion and Jntereft of 
hit country } thil very parliament was alarmed, and 
begin to tadk and ib£t in a manner quite unuTuaUThi^ 
alaipaed the king i and therefore,^ upoa their advifiag 
li^in an addvei^^ia Jfisy, 1677, ^-^^^ intda l^gdej- 
•flgn^five and delienfivr,. with the Stated Genera^ againft 
the Freneif for the pr^rvation of the Spaai/blikkfri' 
i^fdf^ and ta.make other alliances as hiajnajefty flioplS 
think fit to thM e^Qd iittfon thit ^dijce^ Glf frits j^fin^i 

Y 2 fent 
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found to ' be altogether int^^ftAable^ bit 

laying 



fent for the coimnons td the Banqii'elting^hbufe ill 
If^hitebally faid, — — * Gentlemen, could I have been 
filent, I Would rather have chofen to be fo, than to* 
call to mind things fo unfit for you to meddle with as 
are conuined in fome farts of your laft addrefi, where- 
in you have entrenched upoh fo undoubted a right of 
the crown^ that, I am confident, it will appear in no 
age (iVhcn the fword was not drawn) that the prero- 
gative of making peace and war hath been fo danger* 
oufly invaded. You do not content yourfelvcs with 
defining me to enter into fuch les^ues as may be for 
the fafety of the kingdom ; but you tell me what fort 
of leagues they muft be, and with whom : and, as your 
addrefs is worded, it is more liable to be underftood to 
be by your leave, than at your reqiieft, that I (hould 
make fuch other alliances, as I pleafe, with other of tAc 
confederates. Should I fuiFer this fundamental power 
of making war and peace to be lb far invaded (though 
but once) as to have the manner and ctrcumftancesof 
leagues prefcribed to me by parliament; 'tis plain, that 
no prince oi^ftate would any longer believe that tb« 
fovereign^ of England rafts in the crown : nor coul4 
I think myfelf to ^nify any more to foreign priAce^ 
than the empty found of a king, Wherefbic you may 
reft aflured, that no condition (hall make me d^arf 
from them, or leflTen fo eflential a part of tlie moa* 
avchy : and I am willing to bdiieve fo well of the houft 
of commons, that, I am tonfident, thefe ill cos^ 
quences are not intended by you/ ■ ■■■ On hta i^ 
jettng the suiiua iiill, i/pv. 3o» i^ji^ whkh had paflM 
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laying them wholly afide. •^«— • After 

this, 

both houfes, Charles alleged, < that it wa$ to put the 

* militia out of his power ^ which* thing he would not. 

* dof no not for one bqur : but if the commons would 

* affift him with money for that purpofe, he would take 
^ care to raife fuch a part of the militia» as Ihould fecure. 

* the peace of the government and his own perfon (gy f^.?^^'^» 
■ ■ Thus did his majefty talk to his parliament, like 4^1 $ and 
Sfihmonj and the fonof SBkrmn^ his immediate predecef* ^^' ^T 
ibrsy concerning his rights and his prerogatives ; not-; T** P* 300. 
withftanding, if he came honeiUy by them, and couki 

legally and eiFe£hially exert them, it muft have been by 
the confent and aid of thofe v€ty perfons, or, more pro- 
perly, the coUeflive body of his people* " > n In Ja* 
nuaryy 1680, N. S. — — • great endeavours were ufed to 

* procure a multitude of hands to petitions, which were 

* framing in Landofij Wefiminfter^ and feveral counties, 
^ to be prefented to the king, for the fitting of the par« 
^ liament on the 26th of JoHuarj^ according to the laft 

* pr6rogation: which manner of petitioning being ac- 

* counted unwarrantable und tumultuous ; his majeily 
^ was pleafed, in council, to order the lord mayor and 
^ court of aldermen to take care^ in their feveral ftati* 
< ons, of his majefty's honor, and the peace and iafety 
^ of the city ; and not to fuffer fuch peribns t|iat ibpuH 

* fign fttcbr petitions) pr gq ahq^t to procure baiids to 
them, to go unpuniihed : but that th^y (boulcj proceed 
ag^nft them, o^ cAufe thei9 to b^ brought before th« 

' council-^ard, to bc^ punifhed | according to. a refolu-^ 

« ivfi »f|€r> hi^-majfifl^i w^ further p^i^dto UTae^AUt 
. Y3 * "ihis 
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this, we ?re not to wonder at any thing' 

which 



^ hisroya) pro€lamation,conuinitigthat. Whereas he hath 
-* been informM that divers eyil-difpofed perfons endeavour 

* infeveral parts of this kingdom to frame petitions to his 
^ majefty, for fpecious ends and purpofes ^relating to the 
< public^ and thereupon to colle.£t and procure to the 
> fame the hands and fubfcriptlons of multiitudes of his 

. , * majefty's fubje<Sls j which proceedings being contrary 

* to the common and known laws of this land, and' 

* tending to promote difcontents among |^e people, and 
^ to raife fedition and rebellion : his majefty doth there* 

* fore flri<S^Iy charge and (ommand all a^d every of his 
^ loving fubjefts, of what rank or degrj3|e foever, that 

* they prefuipe not to agitate or proau>te any fuch fub^ 

* fcriptions, nor In any ways join in any petition of that 
^ manner to be preferred to his majefty, upon peril of 
<'the utmoll rigour of the law that may be inflided for 
*,the fame, rr- — Atthefapie i|iftant his majefty ilTued 
^ out another proclamation, declaring his refolution to 
^ prorogue the parliainent from the 26th day of ^^twm- 

* ary to the iith o^ Novepiber. Notwithftanding the 

* fcope of thefetwo proclamations, thebufinefs of petiti- 
^ onini; was zealoufly carried on ; and many were pre- 
^ pared, and fome presented, not long after. Particu- 
^ lariy, jon ^he 13th of January^ Sir Gilbert Gfrard^ ac- 
^ companied with feveral eminent citizens, preifented ^ 
^ petition from thou(ands pf his majefty's ful^eds in 
^ London^ JVeflmi^Jl^^^i parts adjacent, humbly pray* 
^ ing, that the parliament, which is prorogued until the 
^ 26th day of January^ may then fit to try the offend- 
.^ era [for th^e popi(b plot], »nd to ledreff all our griisir-- 

«s»nccs^ 
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which happened. A prince, capable of 

breaking 

< inces, 00 otherwire to be redrefled. To which his 
^.majefty anfwered. That he looked upon himfelf fo be 

* the head of the government, and the only judge of 

* what was fit to be don^ in fuch cafes : and that he 

* would do what be thought moft for the good of him- 

* felf and his people* Then turning to Sir Gilbert^ he 
^s faid. That he did not expe£l to find one of his name» 
^ and particijilarly him» in fuch a thing ; and that be 
^ was forry for it* Whereupon Sit Gilbert would have 

* faid fomething to the king ; but his majefty turned' 

* away> and would not hear him. A few days after, the 
^ famous Themas Thynn^ £fq; accompanied with Sir 

* Walitr St. Johftj and Sir Edward Hungerford^ pre- 

* fented the Wiltjhiire petition, to the fame effect, in the 

* name of that county. His majefty was pleafed to aflcr 

< them. Whether they had their direcSHons from the 

* grand-jury ? Mr. Thynn anfwered, No. The king- 
^ prefently replied. Why fay you then that you come 

* from the county? you come from a company of loofe^ 
y difaffe£ted people : adding, What do you take me to. 
^ be ? and what do you take yourfelves to be ? I ad- 

' mire that gentlemen of your efiates fhould animate- 

< people to mutiny and rebellion. You would not take 

< it well I {hould meddle with your affairs ; and I defure 

< you would not meddle with mine, efpecially with a. 

* matter that is fo efleatial a part of my prerogative. 
« Another petition, of the like nature,, being prefented 
« to him the day following, by Sir RAirt Barrington^ 

< Colonel Mldmay^ Mr« Hon^ytvood^ i^c. in the names 

Y4 ^ *of 
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brea|iing tbroi)gh the conftitution^ and 

violating 

^ of themfelv'es, and others, the inhabitants of the coun- 
< ty 5f E£ix ; the kings anfwcr w«s. That he was ex- 
^ treamly furprized to fee them meddle with matters 
^ that fo immediately concerned the crown and him^ 
^ and that againft the fenfe of the beft and chiefeft men 

* of the county : that he believed that fome of thofe 

^ that had figned the petition might mean well ; but diat . 
^ rhey were abufed by thofe that did not. To which he 

* was pleafed to add^ That he was unwilling to call to 
^ mind things pafled | yet, that he could not but remem- 
^ ber the zSi of oblivion, though npt as fon^e did \ that 

* thofe who had ftood in need of that a£t, ^ould do well 
^ not to take fuch courfes as might need another \ and 
^ that he very well remembered forty : and fo turned 

* away* And for the Berkjhin gentlemen, and their 
^ petition, which was prefented the fame day from ^heir 
i quarter pi&ons, the king, in a more drolling manner, 

* faid. That they would agree that matter over ^ cup 
f' of ale, when they mpt at ^indfir^ though be won- 
^ dered that his neighbours lyould meddle with his bu- 

f flnefs : and that the nation, as w^H ^s thofe gentle- , 
f men, might not be ignorant of the cqurt refentments, 
f thefe anfwers were pnblickly inferted ill the Ga^ 
(h) id. p. ^ zeites (b).* . His majefty, when be talked after 
^7^' this manner, had forgot to confider what a parliament 

would think of it. i??-« For, as foon as they were aflem- 
bled, notwithftanding what the court lawyers had ailert- 
ed in the proclamations, and his majefty himfelf in dif- 
po^rfe l)iad uttered $ we fir).d it refolved, fi^m. ton* ^ That 

•it 
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luolatmg the rights of his whole peow 

pic, 

* 

? it is, ahd e^er hatK been, tiie tindoubled right of 

* the fubje^ of England to petition the king for the 
^ icalling and fitting of parliaments, and redreffing of 

* grievances, That to traduce fuch petitioning as a vi- 
^ oladon of duty, and to reprefent it to his majefty as 
^ tumultuous and fedittous, is to betray the liberty of 
^ the fubjed ; and contributes to the defign of fubvert* 

* ing the antient legal-conftitution of this kingdom, and 
^ introducing arbitrary power. And it was ordered to 
^ appoint a committee, to enquire of all fuch perfons as 

^ have oiFended againft thefe ri^ts of the iubje^l (/}/ {t)}waA^ 
This was a iloble declaration of the law; a fpirited i^in* ^^* ^7* 
^cation of liberty, attempted to be trod under-foot liy ' ^* 
aien moft infamous. May we never want reprefenta- 
lives fo uncorrupt, fo intrepid ! -«^-- — <«• And as Charles 
tallied thus infolenlly of and to his parliaments ; fo he 
fcrupled not, by his afiions, to (hew his difregard to 
tiieir privileges. — «- • Sir John CtmenirjC fays Burnet^ 

* made a grbfs rei)exion pn the kings amours. He was 
^ one of thofe who ftri^gled much againft. the giving 

* money. The common method is : s^er thofe who op« 
^ pofe fuch bills £ul in the main vote i the next thing 
^ they endeavour is, to lay the money on funds that will 
^ be unacceptable, and will prove deficient. So thefe 

^ men proppfed the laying a tax on the play-houfes, 

* which, in io diflblute a time, were become nefts of 
S proftitutipn. — i- This was oppofed by the court* It 
^ was f;|id, the players were the kings fervants, and s| 
S part of his pieafures. Cwentry alked. Whether did 
^ .the4dngs pleafure lie, among th^ n^en or the womei^ 

♦that 



3I« 



. THE LIFE OF 

pk^ by not fummimiiig dieir repi^dimt^ 

adves, 

^tiiataAed? Thb was carriedyidlh great ind^nttiotiy 

< to the court. It was faid, that this was the firft tune 

* dut the king was perfonally refleded on: if it was 

* pafled over, moreof the fame kind would foUow; anif 

* it would grow a £^bion to tdk fo : it was thereforo 

< fit to take fuch fevere notice of this, that nobody fliould 

* daretotalk at that rate for the future. TfaeDukeof 
^TerktcAd me, hefaid all he could to the king to divert 

* him from the refelution he took; which was, to fend 

< fome of the guards and watch in the ftreeis where Sir 
f y^ lodged, and leave a mark upon him. Samb and 

* Obrian^ and f6me others, went thither : and as Co^ 
^ ventry was going home, they drew about, him. He 

< ftood up to the wall, and fnatcbed the flambeau out 06 
y his fervants hands : and with that in the one band, and 

* his fword in the other, he defended himfelf fo well* 

* that he got more credit by it than by all the a£lioBS <^ 

< his life. He wounded fome of them, but was (boa 
^ di(armed : and then they cut his nofe to the bone, to 

* teach him to remember what refpeA be owed to the 

* king : and fo they left him, and went back to the Duke 

* 6f AAnmouths^ where Obrians arm was drefled. That 

< matter was executed by orders from the Duke of Mw^ 

< m6uth. ' Coventry bad hb nofe fo well needled up, 
^ that the fear was fcarce to be difcerned. This put the 
^ houfe of commons in a furious uproar. They paflM 
^ a bill of bani(hment againft the aftors of it i and put 
^ a claufe in'it, that it fliould not be in the kings powe^ 

* to pardon them. This gavegreat advantages to all thofe 
\ that oppofed the court ; and was often remcpnbefed, 

2 ^ ^ and. 
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ativu^ 9S in reaiba at lead he ought tp 

have 

* 2nd much improved, by ^11 the angry men of this 

* time (i).* — The houfe, indeed, feems to have been in (k) Vol U 
H furiQus uproar; as it had good reafon to be. For on P**^9* 
hearing Sir Thomas Clarges* account and narrative of 

the matter, ' the whole houfe unanimouily refenttng 
^ this ia£t, not only as an high breach of privilege, but 
^ an attempt of dangerous confequence to the king, his 
^ laws, and governn^ent, and deftrudive to the very ef- 

* fence and conftitution of parliaments, and in itfelf a 

* very vile and horrid a£t; which did look to be no lefi * 
^ than a contrivance of fome wicked perfons, that were 

* enemies to the king and peace of his kingdom. After 
^ debate whereof, it was refolved, that a bill be brought 

« in, bTc (/)/ It is very remarkable, that, in the .^ Jo««»t 

jdebates on this affair. Sir Edmund fFyndham^ Knight 1670. ' 

Marlhal, * deiired to know whether they would proceed 

< in it here, now it was profecuted at law; and how hr 

^ their proceedings might hinder the legal profecution *• 

^ And the Earl of Ancram faid, he knew not how they 

^ could inflidl greater' vengeance than the law can in- 

* fli£l. If any of thefe be hanged by law,' faid he, 

^ you have juftice fvfficicnt.* — »- But thefe miferables 

were not attended to ; — they deferved not to be attend- 4 

cd to. Sir Robert Howard^ in reply, faid, * He that likes 
^ this fa£l, would do it : he that extenuates it, would 

* be perfwaded to do it. With what boldnefs can 

^ any man fpeak here, that muft be pulled by the ears 



• It appears by the Joqih^I, ' that the examinacioiit of witfldTet 
* takciiy aad tetoroed into thc.idSoilt^ b order, to the tryal of iuch perlont 
' gttUty M weit in CttAody.* * 

<at 
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hikvc dondj could not but be fuppoied to 

entertain 
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* at night for what he fays ? The people fay, in the 
^ country, that unleb you right yourfelves in this bufi- 
^ neft, your money is not given, but taken away/ «.«• 

* It is die way/ iaid Mr. JW/, ' to make your money 
^ to come in the better, to punilb this horrid un^En^fi 
^ afi:, when there is a fenfe in the minds of the people of 
^ this horrid abufe ; that, by privilege of parliament be- 
ing broken, the peq;ile are wounded, ' His (bul 
trembles at the fad conlequences* — — ^ It is a greater . 
thing tkafi he has ever feen here. ■■■ i ■ ' It concerns 
the perlbn, juftice, and honor of the king, counc9, 
and houfe of commons. — — «• Great fums have been 
given* and great fums muft be given : there are many 
male-contents. ■ Every ill-humour goes to the 
place hurt. — — * The people fay, that the houfe has 
met thefe feveral years for nothing but to give money ; 
and raifmg money to that high degree as we have done, 
they may be difplea&d. ' * Moves, that by this 
ad they may right themfelves. By this precedent up- 
on fome of the guards, would have the world know 
you are in earned (m)/ -— — In the couMe of thefe 

debates, it is remarkable that the king is never menti- 
oned in terms of difreipefi, nor is it hinted that he was . 
acceflary to the fa^- Not but that the occafionof the 
barbarity was well enough knowh in the houie $ as ap^ 
pears from a motion made for a bill to be brought in,^ 
to punifli any man that (hould fpeak any rellefiive thing 
on the king (if). But his niajefty was yet held in admira-^ 
tlon, notwithftanding his guilt in dlis affiiiri and the vi- 
i^ation of the privilege of parliament ^ Stieh a eharn^ • 

has 
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entertein views very unfavourable to dieir 

welfare 



has majeftjT ! So litde are fiibjeds apt to complauii of 
their ibvereigns I — ^ To go on. — The boufe of 
commons, that met MarA 6^ 1678, haying chofen Mr» 
Sifnmar for dietr fpeaker, his majeftjr thought fit to diC^ 
charge the choice, and commanded them to make ano* 
ther. This, was thought unprecedented, and a viola* 
tion iA their privileges. The houfe, however, defired 
fome time to confider of it. This his majefty granted : . 
but, upon their reprefenting * that it was die undoubted 

* riglit of the commons to have the free eledtoii of ono 
^ of their members to be their fpeaicer, and to perform 

* the iervice of the houfe ; ' — - the king anfwered, ^ AU 
*this is but lofs of time^ and, therefore, I command 
« you to go back ta your houfe, and do a» I have di« 

* reded you («).'——— It may be fuppofed, fuch an an- fr) Voh^^^ 
fwer was not very acceptable. Many members remark'* ^^^* 

ed fevierely on it. Among others, Mr* WiUium faid, 
-^^ This is no loft of time; but will be a bfs of rights 

< if you infift not on your f^vileges. And, plainly, if 

< the right be with us, fliaU we fit ftill, and let it be in* 

* vaded ? and you, in parliament, give away tiie right of 

* parliament (^) ? ' -^However, on another reprcfent^ W w. /• . 
ation, to which an anfwer was promifed by the king, 

though never giveni thehoiife, after a prorogatipnt 
fearing a diflblatioB, fubmitted to his majefty's pleafurc. 
.Thus ri^ts were given up, and breach of privilege fub- 
mitted to I even by a parliiment that waited not fpirit 
and rdblution. — Suc^ were the times ! — The breach 
of privilege, by the Mt«g* in the cafe of Mr. Mtmiagne^ 
fpa^ ftiil m^rt 4agcan^ This gentlemw had been amr ^ 
, . balTador 
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todfarfe and hstp{nac6« Aad fo^ indeeici^ 

it 



hdSdac io /h»w, and n^ocisted his majeftj'* penfitti 
at dtat court. -Being rctumidd irom thence, and on ill 
temii with the twafiarer Danfy^ ham vAom^ hy 
hbmajcfl^s conrauuid^ he bad feoetved ofdeis and 
dtrcdkMM in that infimoos ^Aiir $ it waa refelted ta 
{the his pnpera, though a member of paiHament^ left 
he {hould dect«« and prove what it wa$ thought neeef- 
ff ) Seenote fygy ^ coxiccat (f )• But fome caiition was raqiured in 

(b deifcater an affair. Mr. Qiancellor of die Exchequer 
"^ therefore acquainted the boufe, *that be was com^ 
^ manded by his. nUjefty to infonfi the houfe, that bfs 
<.m2)jefty Having received information, that his late am^ 
< biiffiidor in t^ce, Mr. A^hniapte^ a member of thi» 
^'hottfe, bad held fever«l private conferences with die 
* . * popes niintfo there, without any dire£Uons or inftrufi* 

* kntsfrom hfs ntajefty ^ hi^majeftf, to the end that he 
^ might know the truth of that matter^ had given orders 

(f) jour^ * for the feifiing Mr, Miniagugi papers {t).' — *— • TW* 
t«7S?^^^ meffage, as it was natural, produted many keen, ien(t«' 
bk obfervatioos* -^-«^ * Moniagui^ biA Mr. Psmli^ ^ ii 

* a member of pariiament ; and it is an old ruki, tbatf 

* in treafon, no private man, nor members pef« 

* fon, can be fei^, before the accufauon be given io 
« upon oath s if not, any member may be taken from par* 

* ]iament# I would know, whether any legal infoma« 
« tibn has been given againff ybur menriier. Thb was 
^ a fatal cafe in the laflf kihgs tiopie^ of feising members 
^ and their papers. I hope never to fee the Ukeagahw 

* If a great nrniifter has a quarrel agaiiift a gentleniant 
< and one go a/id tell the king a doiy of him to his pn** 

^judice^ 
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it htppeofid^ — -^ Fot, after ;thc di£>lii« 



tion 



< jvidiee) &nA hU papers thereupon mufl be feixed ; 1 

* know not whither that will go. In the iirft place, I 

* wouId.be inftrufted by Bmfy^ who brought the mef* 

* fage from the king, (^c. whether there be any legal in* 
' *' formation againft your member I and, if there-be not^ 

* then you may confider what' to do.* ■ ■ Colonel 
Birdk^ in the debate, declared, ^ that he bad always taken 

* it for granted, that no members papers can be ifeized* 
^ I know not what hafte tbfy are in, in this matter, nor 

< where it will end. Forty more members papers may 
^ be feised, at this rate, and the boufe garWed ; and then 

< the game is up. You have information from Emfy 

* of the thing, &(r. and you may have as good in)brma-« ' 

< tion as this againft aaothtsr member.' — ~- Sir fKShm 
Coventry * was loath to have Ms papers feiied, thoi^b 

< but for matter of reputation^ I had rather,' added he, 

< have my fliirt than my papers tisken from me.* ' 
All that was fiiid in defence of the adion was by Bmfy^ 
diancellor of the exchequer ; who alleged, ^ that in dl 

* thefe cafes there are warrants of the fame nature (s).* • («) Grey*!. 
But this being no vtra/fattsfiidtery, it was refolved, «that Dcb»tct,?oli. 
« the houfe cannot make any judgmdit, dther in rela* ^'jU! 

* tion to their member, or the privilege of the houfe, 

* which may be in a great meafure invaded, unlefi his 

* majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to let this houfe 

* know, whether the information againft Mr. Montague 

* was given upon oath ; and of what nature the offence 

^ is, t^at is thus complffinedof (/}•' This fpirited and (c)jounil^ 
jttft leiblutioa fecuted AUntaguis papers, who fe- ^9 ^<^ 
kAed from them tbofe he bad rcNceivcd IhMii i^M^ 

Jbii 
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tion of his laft parliament, nothing watf 

I heard 

bis majefty's command; which Uvminated ill the dow»4 
fall of chat prime miAifter^ *■■■ ■ ■ Thus the wife were 
cj^tigbt in their own,craftiaefa. ■ •' ■ "" From this time 
his majcfty and bis parliaments ,had no manner of agree* 
ment* The two laft he was particularly difiatisfied 
with ; and reproached, very feverely » in a < declaration 
to ail bis loving fubje£bt touching the caules and rea-r 
ions that moved liim to dillblve the two laft parlia- 
ments (ir)/ «*•— The fiift of thefcy he fays^ mitit him 
very unfuitable retKurns lor his gracious, esepreffiona aad 
mentions* . * He had addreflea, in the nature of iemoa«^ 
^rancfs rattier than of anfwe^ s : arbitrary orders for 
staking his fubje£is into cuftody» for matters that had 
.no reiation.to privileges of parliament: ftrai^ illegal 
votes^ declaring divers eminent perions to be enemiey 
to the king aad kingdom, without any order or pro-' 
..cefs.of lawr any hearing of tboir defence, pr apy proof- 
fo omch as offisred againft tbem«'— — -* He thf nmeflH 
tions their votes againft thofe who (hould tend money on 
any branches of the revenue, or buy any tally of , antici- 
pation upon any part of it ; as alfo their refolution of the 
grievouihefs and danger of executing the penal la^so^* 
proteftant dilTenoers at that tinuB ; as fodle of the unwaf •« 
cantable proceedings of that houfe of coma>PA9, which* 
were the occafion of hi« parting with that parliament. 
•*-« < Which we had no fooner diiTolved,' continues the 
>vr:iter of tb.e declaration, * but we caufed another to bo 

* fortliwith a&embM. at Oxford', at the opening of 

* whichf we thought it neceflary to give, them warning 
^ of the errjors of the formei, in hopes to have prevenl^ 

< the 
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heard of but the moil arbitrary and un- 

■ juft 

the like mifcarriages ; and we required of them to make 
the laws of the land their rule, as we did, and do, re-^ 
folve they fhall be ours. We further added, that what 
we had formerly and fo often declared, concerning the 
fucceffion, we could not depart from : but, to remove 
all reafonable fears that might arife from a poffibility 
of a popiih fucceiTor's coming to the cipwn, if means 
could be found, that, in fuch a cafe, the adminiftra- 
tion of the government might remain in proteftant 
hands, we were ready to hearken to any expedient, 
by which the religion eftablifhed might be prefcrved, 
and the monarchy not deftroyed. But, contrary to 
our offers and expectation, we faw' that no expedient 
would be entertained but that of a total exclufion, 
which we had fo often declared was a point that, in 
our royal judgment, fo nearly concerned us, both in 
honor, juftice, and confoience, that we could never 
confent to it. In ihort, we cannot, after the fad expe- 
rience we have had of the late civil wars, that murder- 
ed our father of bleffed memory and ruined the mon- 
archy, confent to a law that fhall eftabliih another 
moft unnatural war, or, at leaft, make it neceiTary to 
maintain a Handing force for the preferving the govern- 
ment and the peace of the kingdom. And we have rea- 

fon to believe, by what paffed in the laft parliament at 
Weftmlnftery that if we could have been brought to give 
our confent to a bill of exclufion, the intent was not 
to reft there, but to pafs further, and to attempt fome 
other great and important changes cveh in prefent.' 
—— The votes of the commons at Oxford^ with re- 
VoL. II* Z . \mo\\ 
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juft proceedings; fevcrc and cruel pro- 

fecutions. 

Jation to the tryal of Fiiz-Harris, arc herein alfo faid 
to'have been the greateft violation of the conftitution tV 
parliaments, and an inducement' to put an end to that 

parliament itfclf. * But notwithftanding all thisi* 

lays the writer, * let not the reftlefs malice of ill men, 

* who arc labouring to poyfon our people, fome out of 

* fondneis of 'their old beloved commonwealth princi- 

* pics, and fome out of anger at their being difappoint- 

* ed in the particular defigns they had for the accom- 

* plifhment of their own ambition and greatnefs, per- 

* fwade any of our good fubjefts that we intend tojay 

* afxde the ufe of parliaments : for we do ftlll declare, 

* that no irregularities in parliaments (hall ever make us 

* out of love with parliaments, which we look upon 

* as the beft method for healing the diftempers of the 

* kingdom, and* the only means to prefervc the mon- 

* archy in that due credit and refpcft which it ought to 

* have both at home and abroad. And for this caufe 

* we are refolved, by the bleffing of God, to have fre- 
' queht parliaments ; and, both in and out of parlia- 

* mentj'to ufe our utmoft endeavours to extirpate popery, 
' and to reclfefs all the grievances of our good fubJeSs ; 

* and, in all things, to govern according to the laws of 

* the kingdom/ — This declaration is dated, ff^itehoB^ 
Apr. 8, l68i, and was ordered by his majefty, iti cdun-' 
cil, on the morion of ArchbiQiop Sancroft^ to be read in 
all churches and chapels throughout the kingdom. ■ ■ ■ 

CharleSy we are to obferve, after having, in twenty-fix 
months, difTolved four parliaments, never called ano* 
ther, notwiUiftanding the (olemn promife contaiaed. in 

this 
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thi3 dedaxation. Such was the honor and prol)ity of 

thfi man t — fuch his love of pariiaments ! The 

following paffage, from Burnet^ will be no improper 

fupple^ei^t to this note. . . « Xq prevent all trouble 

« from the Jordsj t)ie kijpg was advifed,* fays hc^ * to go 

« jinrf be prcfent at ^1 their debates, *^ At firft, the* 

^ king fat deqent^y on the throne, tho' ^ven that was a 

* gre^l; re.ftrai;it on the freedom of debate i which had* 

* fome effe^ for a while : tbo' after ward$ m^ny of the 

< lQrd$ &^ed to fpeak with the more bpldneis ; be-' 
« cavi/e, they faid^ one h?ard it tc? whom they bad no 
« otb^r .a$^ef$ but in that pl^e : ai>d they tookihe wm^ 

* liberty^ hecajufe^ wh^t tbey bad faid could .not be re-' 
^ pcat^d wrong. The king^ who was often weary of* 
^ time^ and did not know bow to get roiihd' the day,' 

* liked the going to the hpufe as a pjeafant diverfion.' 

^Sa he. went conftantly* And he quickly left the^ 

* throne, and ftood by the fire ; which drew a croud* 
' about Kim,, that broke all die decency of that houfe :* 

^ fqr before tfaa^t time every lord fat regularly in his* « 

* place : but the kings coming broke the order of their' 

* fitting as became fenators. The kings going thither 

* had 9. much worfe effe^ : for he became ia common fot«^ 

* lickdr^ not only in- public affairs, but even in private 
^•mattersof juftice. . He would, in a very little time, ' 
' hav^ gone round die houfe, and fpoke to every nian he 
' thought worth fpeaking to. AM he was apt tQ do 

* that upon the iblicitadon of any of the ladies in favour, 

* or of any that had .credit with thein. He knew well on 

< whom he could prevail : fo being once, in a matter 

* of juftice, defined tp fpeak to the Earl of EJ/ex and the 
« Lord HoUis\ he faid, they were ftiff and fuUcn men** 

* \>^l when he was neaft defired to fplicit two others, be 

Z a * undertook 
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fecutlons. — Charters (cccc) were given 

up 



(x) Vol. 



1. 



undertook to do it; and faid, They are men of no con« 
fcience, fo I will take the government of their con* 
fci^nce into my own hands. Yet when any of the 
lords told him, plainly, that they could not vote as he 
dcfired ; he feemed to take it well from them. When 
the a& againft conventicles was debated in that hoofe, 
ff7Uins argued long againft it. The king was much 
for having it pafs ; not that he intended to execute it, 
iMit he was glad to have that body of men at meiry, 
and to force them to concur in the defign for a general 
toleration. He fpoke to Wilkins not to oppofe« He 
anfwered. He thought it an ill thing both in confci-* 
cince and policy ; therefore, both as he was an Engl^fih* 

man and a bifliop, he was bound to oppofe k. The 
king then delired him not to come to the houfe while 
it depended. He faid, By the law and conftitution of 
England^ and by his majefty's favour, he had a. right 
to debate and vote : and he was neither afraid jior 
afliamed to own his opinion in that matter, and to 
tSt purfuant to it. So he went on : and the king was 
not oiFended with his freedom. But though he bore 
with fuch a frank refuting to comply with his defiie ; 
yet, if any had made him fuch general anfwers as led 
him to believe they intended to be compliant, and had 
not in all things done as he expeSed, he called that a 
juggling with him ; and he was apt to fpeak hardly of 
them on that account {x)J 
(cccc) Charters were given up — or declared forfeiudJ] 
It appears, from his majefty^s declaration, mentioned ih 
the preceding note, that he was cxtrcamly angry with 

the 
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up to plcafure the court, pr clfe declared 

, forfeited, 

the tranfa£iions of the members of the houfe of com- 
mons : and it may well be fuppofed, that he was not def- 
titutc of thoughts of revenge. But as the city of L&ndon 
was averfe to his meafures } it was neceffary, by fome 
means or other, to deprive them of the power of thwart-* 
ing his defigris.. What gave him courage to execute 
his intentions, was, the turn of a£Fairs in the natbn, evi- 
denced by addrefTos full of compliments to the king and 
bis brother \ with aflurances of Handing by the fuccef- 
fbn: and, at the fame time, reviling and blaming thde 
Who had aded contrary thereunto. So that bis majefty 
became, on a fudden, popular ; and the great leadera of 
oppofition in di{grace. > ■ ■ » The rooft confidcrable 
part of the nobility, juftices, gentry, and clergy pf the 
isonmtj oi Effix^ at the affixes, held July. 12, z68i, ad- 
drefied the king in the following terms : < In a time 
^ when, by wicked plots and confpiracies, antirmon* 
^. archical principles and doftrihes, taught by the papifts, 
^ and others influenced by them, in conventicles and pri« 

< vate meetings: when, by libels and feditious pamphlets, 
^ endeavours are made to poifon your fubje£ts, defame your 
^ government, tothe endaogeringyour majefty'sperfon, 
1 with tbedifturbance of the peaceof the kingdom : when, 
f under pretence of liberty of confcience, the Church of 

* England^ our mother (in dodrine, difcipline, and wor» 

^ ihip) the beft and neareft to the primitive inflitution), 

* is fe^ at naught, flighted, and reviled : when bufy men 

* will ftretch beyond their laft, impofe their crude re- 

< fults of their common councils on your msyefty, and 
^ forget your moft gracious a6i of oblivion : we cannot 

< but be very apprehenfive, knd fear (for how can we 

Z3 * doubt 
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fbrfeitedj for vtfy idle, infufficieot, or 

unjuf- 

^ doubt the deiign, when men tread the fame paths^ 
^ and oifend again on the fame wicked principles ? ) a 
'revolution of thofe extream raiferies which Almighty 

* God, in his mercy to the nation, by his own imme* 
' diate hand, in the happy miraculous reftoration of your 
« majdfty, delivered us from. That, therefore, your 

* majefty may be the better enabled t# proted and de-* 
' fend pur religion by law eftabliflied; the mifchiefii we 

* jufily fear may (as much as in us lies} be prevenn^d ; 

* your majefty's facred perfon, your juft rights and pre- 

* rogatives, the fucceffion of your imperial crown to 

* your lawful heirs, according to the known laws of this 

* kingdom, prcferved ; and the perfons, efiates, Irber-r 

* ties, and lives of your good fubjefts befafefrorii arbi- 

* trary government, which your majefty refolycs againft ; 

* we prefent your majefty, and befeech you to accept, 

* the tender of our hearts and hands, lives and fmr- 
, . ^ ^, * tunes (y)/ In this flrain was his majefty com-^ 

f V Gazette, . , •' / 

Ko. 1636. plimented, almoft by the whole kingdom, on his decla- 
ration : and the fame things were repeated, even in 
higher ftrains, on the aflbciation, found among Shaftif' 
bury's papers; as the curious reader may find by tum-> 
ing to the Gazettes of the years 168 1 and 1682, ' i « 
-Tbefe addrcffes gave fpirit to the court, and determin- 
ed it to humble a city that had dared fo boldly to zQt 
fcounter to its defighs. The bills againft Shafiefiur} 
(vpHo, from an infamous minifter, had tiirncd a violent 
anti-courtier J and took on him to guide rteh mochho- 
ncfter, though weaker, than hiinfdf), Cdlkdgej and 
Roufe^ being returned ignoramus^ and perhaps very juft- 
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unjuftifiable reafons^ in^ipight of all the 

argum^ts 

ly, by grand juries, impanelled by the fheriffs of London, 
and MiddUfex^ provoked the court ; who, from that mo- 
ment, ftw that nothing favourable was to be cxpefted : 
and therefore, having a lord mayor, Moore ^ at their beck, 
they contrived a method of getting one fheriff, at leaft, 
' to their mind, by his lordfliip's affiftance. According- 
ly, his lordfliip pretended a right (for many years dif- 
ufed, whatever the old practice may have been) to no- 
minate one of the fheriffs by drinking to him. The ci- 
tizens were alarmed at the claim, and refufed to fubmit 
to it. But the court being bent on the matter, it was 
carried, though with much oppoiition. This did not 
fatisfy however. The magiftrates of London^ by char- . 
tcr,wer«, notwithftanding, in the choice of the city* 
This was a power hated by the adminiftration, and 
therefore to be ftruck at. Accordingly, a quo warranto 
was brought againft the charter ; which, after much 
time, wa9 condemned, and the city deprived of its pri- 
vileges : fo tbat the court had now the whpje govern- 
ment of the metropolis in its bands^ and iKme could 
make the l^aft opppfition.. Thus were its views accocd- 
pUifhed. Sprat^ fpeaUng of the ignoramus juries, fays, 
< His majefty focefeeing bow deftrudive, in time^ the 

* effeds iof fo great and growing a mifchief would be ; 

* refolved at length, after many intolerable prpvocati- 
^ ons^toftrikeat that which he had now found to be the 

^ veryroQt ofthefai^ioo?^ This his majeffy^andall wiib 

* and good n:^exi, perceived could be no ptberways done, 

* than> firft, by r.educingthe eleSions of the Iber.ifFs of 
^ London to their antient order and rules, that of late 

Z 4 * were " 
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arguments made ufe of, by the moft 

able 



< were become cmly a bufinefs of damoar and violence: 

* and then to make enquiry into the validity of die city 

* charter itfelf ; which an ill party of men had abufed 

* to the danger, and would have done it tothedeftmc* 
^ tion of the government, had they been fufiered to go 

* on never fo little further uncontrouled. In both thefe 
^ moft juft and neceflary undertakings, the righteouf- 

< ncfs of .his majefty's caufe met with an anfwerable 
^ fuccefs. Firft, notwithftanding all the tumultuous 

* riots the factious party committed, to difturb the 
^ peaceable ifTue of that afFair ; yet the undoubted right 

* of the lord itiayor^s nominating the eldeft (heriiF, was 

* reftored and*ef{ab]i{hed: and fo the adminiftration of 

* juftice once more, put in a way of being cleared froin 

* partiality and corruption* And then a due judgment 

* v/as obtained, by an equal procefs of law, againft the 

* charter itfelf, and its franchifes declared forfeited to 
(z) Hiftory * his majefty (z).* — If the reader afks the grounds of fo 

CoXl^Kv^ extraordinary a judgment j he may know, that they were, 

p. 8. foj. ' exadling tolls in their markets illegally; and, particular- 

'* •* ^^' ly, railing money for rebuilding Cheapjide Cenduit -y — 

and framing and printing a fcandalous petition, wherein 

they charged the king with obftrufling the juftice of the 

nation, by proroguing the laft Weftminjier parliament, 

' After the judge had pronounced the opinion of 

the court, he particularly declared, by the king's ex- 

prefs command, that judgment (hould not be entered 

(rf) 8m till his majefty's pleafure was further known {a). This 

xX*)». \jt' ^^^ "^^ '^'^S delayed : for the lord mayor, aldermen, 
an4 citizens, having petitioned his majefty for favour 
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able lawyers, to the contrary : they were, 

I fay, 

« 4 

and compaffion ; they were afliired, that his majefty 
would not reje£l their fuit, provided they fubmitted to 
his majefty*s regulations. Thefe were, indeed, of very 
hard digeftion : for, as I have intimated above, the power 
of chufing their magiftrates was taken away from the 
city and placed in the crown, where it abode till the 
Revolution. — — We may well fuppofe the city thought 
itfelf hardly dealt by : but they were told, < Nothing is 
taken away from the city but what they are the fafer 
and the happier for, if diey will but underftand their 
own advantage : and,'efFeduaI]y, it is not liberty that 
is now the queftion, but confufion. The point, in 
ihort, is this : The charter's forfeited ; and his majelly 
is willing to remit that forfeiture, faving only to him* 
felf the cxercife of thofe powers, without which he 
leaves himfelf at the mercy of his enemies ; and his 
friends a prey and a fcorn to a fa£lion« But all that may 
be beneficial to the citizens, as a body incorporate, 
under the regulation of the law and the civil govern- 
ment all this I fay his majefty leaves ftill to the city, upon 
fuch conditions only as are of abfolute neceffity for the 

confervation of the public peace */ — Some few corpo - 

ations had furrendered their charters before this judg^ 

ment : but after it, they ^Imoft all did it : to the joy of 

bQ court, who now were in a fair way to accompiifh 

he long and deep-laid defign of arbitrary power. — 

His majefty cannot here forbear,* fays a court writer 
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I fay, declared forfeited by corrupt aad 

infamous 

and advocate,.^ to1et4he world know what entire (atif- \ 

* fadlion he has taken in one fpecial teftitnony of bi$ 

* fubje& aSe£t!ons ; whence* through Gpds gracious 

* providence, the monarchy has gained a mpft confide- 

* rable advantage, by means of this very conTpiracy [the 

* Rye^houfe] : and it is, that fo great a number of the 
^ cities, and corpor^ons of this kingdom, have 

* fmce {6 freely reiigned their local immunities and 

* charters into his majefty's hands ; left the abufe of any 
^ of them (hould again hereafter prove hazardous to the 
^ juft prerogativesof the crown. This hismajefty declares 

* he efteems as the peculiar honor of his reign ; being 
^ fuch, as none of all his late royal predeceflbrs could 

* have promifed to themfelves, or hoped for. Where- 

* fore his majefty thinks himfelf more than ordinarily 

* obliged to continue, as be has hitherto begun, to fl|ew 
^ * the greateft moderation and benignity in the exercflb of 

* fo great a truft: refoiving, upon this oocafion, to con- 

< vince the higheft pretenders to the conmionWeai, that 

< as the crown was the firft original, (b it is ftili the 

* furcft guardian of all the peoples lawful rights and pri- 

zLlmT^of^ * vilegcs (*).* Such was the language rf a right re- 

the Confpi- vcrend fycophant, who had been the panegyrift of Grv/n- 
"^'^* ^ ' well'y and, after the Revolution, had the wiOom to take 

care of his fpiritual powers and temporal revenues ! 
Well vtrorthy muft fuch a man be of belief, when de^ 
daring the good intentions of fuch a monarch f 
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ii^mous Judges {tyt>Br>)i who were alfo 

made 

(dodd) Corrupt and infamous yud^es*J Whoever 
confiders the (*entence8 paft in the courts of juftice in 
the latter end of thi$ reign, will naturally imagine, that 
care was taken to fill the bench with proper infirumehts 
to execute every purpofe the adminiilration had in view. 
Great complaints were madd, irf the houfe of commons, 
of their behaviour; and it is well known, that refolu-- 
tiom for the impeachment of Scroggs^ ycnes, and fyiff^ 
/«f, wete made by the houfe of cpmnaons in i68o* *-— 
Mr. BMtb^ in the houfe, fpeakingon this occafion, fsud, 
^•Let anyone deny, if he Cari, whe^het our judges have 
^ not tranfgrc^lM i Has not Juftice been fold, orf»er'' 
^ vtatttii wttneft the acquittal of Sir Gt^gi H^tfkeman^ 
^ Sir ^ommGafifines^ and Mrs. Cillkr. Has not Juf- 

< tice been 4enied i witneft the abrapt dilmi£ing of th« 
^ grand jury) when an indi£lmeitt -was to have been 
^ given in to have piK:>ved the Duke of York a papift; 

< and. to prevent that gxeat fervke to the nation, the 

* J^urywas.diibstfled, notwithftanding they had fevcral 
^ other bills of indi<3ment in their hands: by which juf- 

* tioe was not only delayed, but denied. And how ma- 

* ny inftances more are there of this kind? Nay, the 

* contagion has fpread fo farj that it is more difficult to 

< find .8 cafe without thefe, or fome of them, than to 
, \ ikmUuce multiUide& of cafes where jufiice has been fold, 

f denied, or delayed. So thatiour judges have been ve- 
^ ry corrupt and lordly : taking bribes, and threacning 
^ juries and eVidence; perverting the law to the higheft 

* degree; turning the law upfide down, that arbitrary 

* power may come in upon their ihoulders. The cry 

I ' of 
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made the inftruments of court vengeance, 

by 

* of their unjuft dealings is great, for every man has felt 

* their hand : and therefore, I hope, their fmniflnn^it 

* will be fuch as their crimes deferve j that every man 

(e) Dclr * niay receive fatisfa£tion (r)/ ■ ■ * Thefe judges,' 

«ere*f faid Colonel 77/«j, * are perfons from whom we expcft 

140. '* '* *'0"f antidote ; and fronS thefe comes our poifon. But 

*" I would fay fomething in their commendation : I think 

* them very grateful 'in hindering the prefentmcnt of 

* perfons that put them into their places, Suppofe 

*• no man will purfue a thief, what fignify all your law* 
^ againft robbery ? I would be as favouraUe and good*- 
^ natured as poffible ; but it muft be to flich as are fo to 
*■ me; not to fuch as would deftroy my wife, my d^* 

* dren, my religion, and property. As loi^ at juigts 

* hold their places durante beneplactto^ they will do what 
(^Grey*t * will pleafe; and there is an end of your juftice(^)/ 

^!'T'l!' -™- Mr. Pe^wAf acquainted the hoiife with fomelhiiig 
further in relation to the judges. • Printing I take now 
^ to be free,' faid he. * After the diffolution of the laft 

* parliament, the aft for regulating the prefs expired, and 

* the old law remained. This was referred to the judges 

* to confider ; and they did agree, that there was no re- ' 
< medy againft the liberty of the prefs without a newlaw* 

* A few days after, fome of the judges were removed, 

* and the reft were of another opinion ; and ah extra- 

* judicial judgment pafied, by which pamphlets were 
WM. p.6o, * fupprefled {e).* — It is eafy to guefs, from thefe ac- 

cufations, that the judges muft have borne but very 

doubtful, not to fay bad characters. However fcverc 

the things here fpokcn may fc^m } they, probably, w^e 

4 true* 
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by infii£ting» on fuch as were dila- 

greeablc, 

true. Mr. Fincb^ when fpeaking againft the impeach- 
ing of Scroggs for high treafon, allowed, * that he was 

* not fit for his place, nor ever was ; and had done crimes 

* fit for great puniihment (/).* « Norths* Burnet ob- (/) «• p* 
ferves, * had parts turned to craft; and was thought to **** **3* 

* mean ill, even when he did well (g),' That he, pro- ^i^ ^^^ »• 
bably, was a bad man, is evidenced by his favour in fuch a 

court ; and his various promotions from it in his profeffion : 
the great friendihip in which he lived with Lauderdalt : 

Ac hand he had in the proclamation againft petition- 
ing for the ftting of parliament, for which he was in 
danger of being impeached : from bis behaviour at Col^ 
hdgis trial ; in the bufuiefs of the fherifis, and of the 
charter of the. city of Lmdon^ and many other, particu- 
lars ; which, though applauded by his biographer, will 
tranfmit his name with diflionor to pofterity. — Withens 
was, confefledly, a mean man ; and promoted merely for 
hb fervility. — Pembertm^ and Saunders^ though of con- 
fiderable abilities, were eminent for their vices ; and 
ftuck not at any means of gratifying thofe who employed 
them (A)— But Jefferies exceeded all in his zeal to the cLaftcrs'in 
^ourt, and his enmity to fuch as oppofed it. We have North^siife 
his portrait drawn by different hands; but there is not forJ^p^aiz 
one but is odious and difagreeable. — ^ Mr. Booths in the , — ^a^. 
above-cited fpeech, fpeaking of him when chief juftice 
WiCbifttr^ faid, * Sir George Jefferies^ I muft fay, be- 
^ haved himfelf more like a jack-pudding, than with that 

* gravity thatbecomesa judge. Hewasmighty witty upon 

* the prifoncrsatthebar: he was very full of his jokes 

* upon people that came to give evidence ; not fufFering 

* them 
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greeable> moft arbitnuy and exceiSye^ 

finesy 



(f ) Dela. 
fliere*t 
Worki, p« 

143. 



Atm to declare what they had to fty fai th^ir own WKf 
and method $ but would interrupt them, becauTe tfa^ 
behaved thetnfeiires with nic^e gravity than h» i aad^ in' 
truth, the peofde were ftrangely perplex^, when thejr 
were to give in their evidence; but I do not iilfift up- 
on this, nor upon the late hours he kept up and dovi^ 
our city. It's faid, he was every ntgkt drinking till 
two o'clock, or beyond that time ; and that he went 
to his chamber drunfe : but this I have only from com» 
mon fame ; for I was not in his company. I hkfk 
God, I am not a man of his principles or behaviour. 
But in tile mornings' he appeared with the fymptomt 
of a man that, over night, had taken b largecup. But 
that which I have to fay is the coitiplaint of ^ery 
man, efpecially of them who had any law-fuits. Our 
chief juftice has a very arbitrary power in appointing 
the affile when he.pleafcsr: and this man has ftrained 
it to the higheft point. For whereas we were accuf* 
tomed to have two affizes ; the firft about Jfril aacJUay^ 
the latter about September ; it Was this year, the mid^- 
die (as I remember) of AuguJI before we had anjraf* 
fize: and then he difpatched bufinefs fo well, that he 
left half the caufes untryed ; and, to help the ma^er, 
has refolved, that we (hall have no mA'e aflites this 
}'ear (/).' It may befuppofed, that 5^<f^ir«^j did not forget 
this fpeech, when he fat in judgment, as lord ftewardon 
VflamfrtfZnd behaved towards him in bis wonted brut^ 
manner. Burnet affurcs us, ' all people were apprehen* 
« five of very black defigns when they faw Jej^eriei mado 
< lord chief juftice j who was fcandaloufly villous, a^d 

• was 
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fi«^ &a comp^nitively vcrjr ftnall and 

was dnmk every day : beildes ii drnnkennefs of fury 
in his temper, that looked like enthufiafm. He did not 
conCder the decencies of his poft: nor did he fomuthas 
aiFe£t to appear impaurtial, as became a judge ; but run 
out, upon alt occafions, into datamations that did not 
become the bar, much lefs the bench. He was not 
learned in his profeilion: and his eloquence, though 
yltioufly copious, yet was neither corr^ft nor agree« 

^Ic (^).' North* s pi£l:ure of the man the reader, (*) Vol. i. 

pfrhaps^ will, not think more amiable, * Hia friend- ^* ^^^' 

(hip ^nd conyer&tioji,* fays be, * lay much among the 
good fellows and humourifts: and his delights were, 
^accordingly, drinking, laughing^ finging, kifling, and 
all the extravagances of the bottle. He had a fett of 
bantererSf for the jmoft part, near him: as, in old time, . 

J|;reat men kept fools to make them merry. And thefe 
ellows, abuflng one another and their betters, were a 
regale to him. . And no friendihip or dearnefs could 
be fo great in private, which he would not u(e ill and, 
to an extravagant degree in public. . No one, that had^ 
any expeAations from him, was fafe from his public 
contempt and derifion j which (bme of his minions, at 
the bar, bitterly felt. Thofe above, or that could 
hurt or benefit him, and pone elfe,, might depend on 
fair quarter at hia hands. When he was in temper, 
and matters indifferent caoie before him, he became, 
.his feat of juftice better than any other I evex; faw in 
his place. He took a pleafure in mortifying fraudu- 
lent attornies, and would deal forth his feverities with 
a (brt 6f majefty. He had extraordinary natural abi- 

' lities^ 
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< lities; but little acquired, beyoild what prance in af- . 
^ fate had fupplied. He talked fluently, and with fpi- 

* rit ; and his wealcnefs was, that he could not repre- 

^ bend without fcoldiBg ; and in fuch btlling^ate Ian- . 

* guage as fhould not come out of the mouth of any 

* man» He called it giving a lick with the rough fide of 
^ his tongue. It was ordinary to hear him fay. Go ; 
^ you are a filthy, loufy, knitty rafcal : with much more 
^ of like elegance. Scarce a day paiTed that be did not . 

* chide fome one or other of the bar, when be fat in 

* chancery : and it was, commonly, a ledure of a ^ 
^ quarter of an hour long. And they ufed to fay, Thi^ 

* is yours ; my turn will be to-morrow. He fcemed to 

* lay nothing of his bufinefs to heart, nor care what he 
^ did or left undone; and fpent, in the chancery court, 
^ what time be thought fit to fpare. Many times, on 
*. days of caufes, at his houfe, the company have waited 
^ five hours in a morning, and, after eleven, he hath 

, ^ come out inflamed and ftaring like one diftra£led. 
^ And that vifage he put on when lie animadverted up- 

* on upon fuch as he took offence at, which made him 
^ a terror to real offenders ; whom he alfo terrified with his 
^ face and voice, as if the thunder of the day of judgment 
^ broke over their heads : and nothing ever made men 
^ tremble like his vocal inflldions. He loved to infult; 

(!) Life of * ^"^ ^^^ ^^'^ without chcck: but that only when his 

Guiidford,p. * placc was uppermofl (/).' — A fine jufticiary this ! 

*'^'. worthy, indeed, of the matters he ferved ; and abundantly 

qualified to execute all their dcfigns ! ■ From fuch 

judges, what had not the public, the honefl part of the 

public, to expeft ? 

•• » 
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trifliii^ offbnccs(EEEE).— Ajod, to fill up the . 

mea-» 

^£BIS) ExciJJhi Jines were infiiSiei for comparaiivel^ 
Jmall offiHus*^ After the (herilFs and charter of London 
came uader the power of the crown ; it was determined 
to aiake thofe fmart who had oppofed its meafures. As 
the judges were fure cards, nothing but proper juries 
were requifite : and thefe were foon found out by the ^ 
^iherifB, whofe office it was to return them. * Thefe 
*- juries/ according to Burnet^ * became the (hame of thp 
^nation, as well as a reproach to religion: forthe^f 

* were packt; and prepared to bring in verdids as they 
' were directed, and not as matters appeared on the evi* 

• dence (iw)/ However this was, cert^n it is, the f«) Voi. u 
judges availed themfelves of their verdift^i and, in con- ' ^^ * 
fequence of them, infiidted moft heavy penalties on fuch 

as were profecuted at the fuit of the crown^'^Pilkington^ 
Jftte flieriffof the city, on vcfy doubtful evidence, was 
convided of refledtirig on the Duke of Tori as one con- 
cerned in the buroingof LondoHyZiki finedjoo,oao(«)/, W M'»Wd. 
■ I ■ Mr. HdmptUn^ for a high misdemeanour, was 



*'''. 



fined 40,000/. and combitted till paid {0)* ' Mr, f*' See W, 

BraddoHj and-Mr.-5/^i^, for faying Lord Effex was mur- ad London/ 
dered whert the king was in the Tower y had one 2,000/. '^*** ^^^ 
and the other 1,000/. impofed on them; were to find • 
ftireties for good behaviour during life ; and to be com« 
mttted till they performed it {p). In r684, the Duke WTryti, 
of rork having brought an adion againft Titus Otes^ ^'^^ "^^'^ 
grounded upon the ftatute de fcandalU magnatum^ i(^t 
calling him traitor, the defendant (ufFered judgment to 
go againft him by default: whereupon a writ of inquiry 
was. taken out, dirciled to the flieriffof the county of 
Vol. IL . A a AfiddlifoM, 
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meafure of the iniquities of thi$ rdgil» £Mne- 

of 

Middle/ex^ to enquire by a jury what daonOgei thepbifi- 
tiifhad fuftained hereby; and, upon a motion made in 
t6e court of king's bench, a day was given to the de* 
ftndant to (hew caufe why that writ fhould not bt eXD* 
cuted. But OteSy knowing the times^ and with whom' 
he had to do, negleded it, as thinking it would b« tono 
purpofe. Whereupon the writ oh the givea day was 
elcecuted; and the jury gaVe the duke loo^oco^ da* 

\^7ii%t niagcsf and ti*renty OxilKngs cofts {q): This cffeatt- 

ally fecured Oiei fox future vengeance* — ^* Mr. Duttrni 

Coti had been aflefled in the like rum, for fcandalous 

words, againft his royal highnefs, fome Utnc beforvu 

■ ■ Sir Samuil Barnardifton^ for writing foenc letters to. 

a friend, in which honourable mention was made of 

Ix)rd RuffA and Mr. Sydney^ who had been put to death 

by the government, and fome account given of court 

tranra£tions, was, on an information by the attorney 

general in the court of king's bench, convi^Ved, and 

condemned to pay a iint of io,booiL toth# kiagi 

find fureties for his good behaviour during life, and coia« 

Jf) TjfaJii niittcd till it was paid and done(r). — ^ Numberleft 

^^ ^^^ other conviaiohs there were of a like kind with thefe^ 

- which, as they are to be found in cur general hifioriesi 

I here omtt : thefe being abundantly fufficient to (hew 

' what revenge was purfued, and what inftruments were 

made ufe of, to crulh thofe who had any way di(gttflcd 

CharUsy his brother, or his minifters \ May EttgUmd ne^ 

vcr iee fucb times again } 



\ 
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of the hdk meo» ^ind beft patriots (pfpI^}^ 

that 

(fff^) S^m of ihi hiji mi^ dhd hift patri^s^ were 
(cMmnSd^ Ofid exituiiSi M ^ ii fjfiAf ^ rivengf,\ 
l%6ft Whd are cWVeiftht in EngliJB !ilftory,^ill eafify ' 
gU«fg, that Lord Ruj^t ^nd Algernon S^aJw/are more par- ' 
tkttlitly liieam by thlrdeftriptioh. Tfiey ifr^re bothj ' 
c^cmfefledfyi; rften oNirtue, probity, aild Ixifegntyj and' 
the lattef had capacity and knowledge fuf^cieht to ha^e . 
tjuaHfi^d him for Icgiflator in any republic in the moft/ 
antient times. The principles of both thefe men, th6\ 
difiircilti ^ere Very obilojtious to tfcie court Their 
i^otlcfs minhersj their uncbrrUpt hands i their hatreci] 
cf popery; and oppofition to tyranny; were riiatters of '' 

^ead, and reprbach, to thdfe who riiled in fuch corrupt 
times : and liothing cduH be mor^ pleafing, to fudi 
i0^ret<:hes, than, to find an occkfion of cutting theihoflT 
irnder the notion of ihalefadors. The ftory of what was 
called,. th€l ftyc-houfe Plot, i^ well known ♦ the mea- 
(ures of admiriifttatiori had alarmed men ! and thofe who 
'i:oi^ld not fee, were capable of feeling that matters were 
^ut badly managed ; and, probably, would be dill worfe. 
This give occ^fion to much talk; to mariy projedisj 
and cKprcffions very extraVagaiit and wicked. For 
)Miiic(fi ^ numl>€r of ttien it cartnot be, but there will be 
^Is and knaves among them. That there were many 
Irtry idle and ridiculous difcour&s concerning taking oiF 
tb« l^ipg) Ai^ the duke, in clubs and meetings ; many 
fooUih things talked of, by warm, and Jealous men in 
their cups ; is too certain to. be denied : but that there 
il^ere any formed defignS, any proper preparations, tho' - 
fworh by many witHefles, is liiiich to be doubted* Th^ 

A a 2k bell 
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that adorned the age, were tried, con* 

demned^ 



beft evidence we have, fer tbe i^ty of the^plot, ari&». 
from the confeffiont of ffVcft^ RiMfi^ and Hwt u theix^ 
executions ; fbr Holhwt^'s hopes pf life,.! thinks ki fwie 
meafure wcakent^ hit a£ertions.«— «rLct iti aticnd then 
to thefe. -^-*-* Cj|>taia 0^^9/ faid, ^ Icoafe&Iwaafo. 
luiforconate and unhappy as to be invited^ by Colonel 
Rumfgy (one of the witnciTes agaii^ mc), to foQC, 
meetings : where fomcthtngwas (dtfoouried of in order 
to the aflerting ow liberties and properties, which we. 
.looked lipon to be violated and invaded. But it wa» 
he dnd Mr« Weflf and fome gentlemen that are fled, 
who were the gfeat promoters of thefe meetings* It 
was near a quarter, of a year ill of the gout;, and, during 
that time, Mr. Wefi often viilted me, and ftili his dif«. 
courfe would be concernii^ lopping the two (parks $ 
that wa^^he word he ufed, ia^eamng the king, and tbe 
duke^ and' propofed it might be done at a play: for, he 
faid, then they would dye in their calling : it was his 
very expreifion* He bought arms to. do it with, with^ 
out any direction of mine. I never faw the arms; nor 
I never faw the men that were to do it: though, they 
faid, they had fifty employed to that end. I told ie* 
veral of them, that the killing the king would carry 
fucb a blemifh and flain with it, as would defcend 
to pbfterity : that. I had eight children that I was loath 
ftould be blemiihed with it: and, withal, I was confi- 
dent the Duke of Monmouth woiild revenge his fathers 

< « 

bloodi if it were but to vindicate himfelf from having 
any hand in it. Mr. ffyi prefently told me, that the 
l!)uke oF Monmouth did not refufe to give an engage* 
X * ment 
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dcmnedj and executed| out of revenge for 

paft 



^fiient that he would not puniCh thofe that Aould 
<kin the king (i)/ Hottiy a fimple weak man. faid,' i^^l^t" 
' he was drawn in and elfnared. For/ added tie, * I Waicot, * 
was never at any of their meetingt, any of their ca-^ ]^^°^*' "^^ 
bats ^ but in a public €offte*hoiirc^ or tavern, wbet« liihedVor- 
they difeottYfed the matterof £iA : and I was to niecr ^^^^f^j, 
the King' and Duke of Tsri^ bnt 1 4id not liaiow at LorJ* July 
that ttioie when, or wherc^ or what was mf bufi- ^'* '^^^' 

acfs {ty Roufi declared, *be had been iadubs, W ibid. 

whete it bad been in dtfirourie to accommodate Mon^^ 
fftmdi. That there waa a defign,* contmues be^^ to 
^ fet up the Duke of Mmm$atby I will not fay i^ile did 
^ king reigOi; though. . (bme extravagant hot-headed 
* men. have taken upon them to difcourfe thefe things, 
f bttt not any worthy man* I' know thoTe, that were 
< worthy to be called by that name, have declared, in 
*' mf hearing, that^ in oppoikton to the Puke o£ Tark^ . 
^ if the king be ieized, they would ftand by the Duke of 
^ M^mmtb (^y m ■ ■ n, AU this looks nothing like a (»} ibii, 
liay aq^imed, andmeafttmstdoen, foraflafinations} as 
was fwom by many of the wkneflSes. But, be this as it 
may, it was xiot in the company of tbofe, who uttered 
/uch things, ibsLtSfdoefj^ RiiJU were to be found. 
They were tpo knawing, too cautious for this* Un^ 
happily, however, th^ mixed with bad. men ^ fuchas 
Shafttfiury^ Grey^ and Hbwari: the laft of which turned 
evidence againft them, and was a principal in their de« 
ftrufiion. ■ ■ ■ ■ On the teftimony of Rumfrf^ Lord 
Rujftl was takctt up, examined^ committed| ai^ ttied, 

Aaj y*^ 
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ptft anions, pt'fhzr pf dppoiStion ftpa^^ 
» them 



Jufy 13, j^Sj, for l(^h trtafon; * The evpnt* 19 w«IF 
known. Tlsejury, picked pyttbr the piirpoi«ifQ4IO(i> 
htn guilty ^ and bk m4j«fty would il^ipw him 110 tau^Kj.' 

M * Wb«t wcr^ Rtfffih irafvfgijefiions in fofat f>f 

,kw, will be be|l lewnt ^pm ^Hc fioper ho deUfCi^ <^<> 
dio ibciiffs, 00 the dsu^ of UseTpecution,' on the (cafl^* 

* I have tl^mfz loyod my coufitvjr invcltflnoiDe,^ 

iaye be, ^ diaii my iifej and i^ver had ^uny-defign of 
' cbaaging the govcenroentf whkh I rahtr, add look 
t.iifioii'n ode of thefaeft ^govermnei^ta in thewiHM \ an4 
\ woffki afavaya JMnre been ready to^reotifre iny life fiir 
f the prc&rvjog it ; and wooid h^ve fiaierod any ex- 
f trcmHy^ rather than ba?e confented.tQ any die%n tq 
f take aw»y thfiidngslife;: neither eoer had man theim- 
; podence t^ pnipofe ia hafe and basbmeoua athing tq 
^me. And I iook npno it aa a ydry luduppy and tin^ 
f f»rt of ni)^ f nsfent comditioay eha^t in my iadifiment 
^ there fiMmi^ faefo mu^ aa mentioBi of ta vile a faftt 



f though nothing ia the. leaft ww^aid tofttofo Uny fticlii 
^ metlfiCy ba^ thecontrary^ fayjthe loid iimutrdi nekber 
f doea any lynly, I om confident^ beiiene the leaft of k/ 
/J I - i - ' Aototbe oonfpiring'io feize the giiards,' fay^ 
Jie.*'^^wM€ii^ ife che'<rihie*for whkh'I am condemtned. 
t and wfaioh waa made «l eohftro^ve tr^(|(bn finftsdung 
<. awliy cbc^ kinga life^ to bring it within die Statute of 
4 Ed» lU. lihali give this nme and clear acomnt: Ine? 
'^ ver wad :at ft^r^ Shfpp4ifdi wMi Aat <!ompany buetmee^ 
< and ibeae tiaana nmkf^aktng then of fiMMriogorifeiz.- 
f ing the gttirda^ nor none. appoiiioed-to; view or exa- 
\ f i^ine them. Som^ dilboiiafe there was of the feafible- 

* ncfi 
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tbpok f^r ijfko futvure. ■ Thus did .his qui-i. 

^nefs of.it;, and feveral timet by accidcm^ in gencrs^ 
^ diicourre^^elfcwhere, I have heard it mentioned as ^ 

* thing migfat eafily be done, but never cpnfented to a^ 
^ fit to be done. And I remefober, ^mrticulatiy, at my 

* Lord Shafiifiurysj there being fome general di&ourfii 

* oT this kind, I immediately flew out and exclaimed 

* againft it ; and afked, If the thing fucceeded, what 
*<muft be done next, but maflacring the guards, and 
^ kOling them in cold blood ? which I.lookt upon as fo 
^ deteftable a thing, and fo like a popi0i pra^ce,^tb2t 
^ I could not but abhor it. And, at thfe fame time, the 

* Duke of Mmmouth took me by th^ hand, and told mCf^ 
^ very kindly. My lord,- 1 fee you and I are of a temper ; 

* did you ever bear of fo horrid a thing i < ■ ' As tq 

* my going to Mr. Shepherds^ I went with an intenticm 
"^ to tafte (herry, for be had promifed me to relerve foiT 

* m6 the ne<t very good piece he nset with^ when 1 went 
^ out of town : and, if he retoHeds, he may remember, 
^t aiked him about it, and he went and fetched s^ 
f bottle ; but when I tafted it, I fatd, *twas hot in th^ 
^ fhouth, and defired, that whenever he met with a 

* choice piece he would keep it for m^, which he pro- 
^ mifed. . I enlarge the more upon this, becaufe Siir 
^ George Jirffiriis irtBnuatcd to the jury, as if I l^ad made 
^ a ftory about going thicher: but I i^ever fajd,thatwsi^a(' 
^ the only reaibii ; and I will now truly arid plainly add 

* the reft, I was, the day before thii txieeting, come 

* %o town for two or d^ree days ^ as I had dqne ojace or 
■* twice before, having a very near and dear relation ly« 
i ing in.a very languifhing and defperate condition! and 

Aa 4 "<<hc 
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jcfty reiga triumphantly over law, jus- 
tice, 

^ ^ the Duke of Monmottth came to me» and told me^ he 

* was cxtrcamly glad I was come to town; for my Lord 

* i>hafiejhury^ and fome hot men, would undo ufi all. 
^ And how fo, my lord? I faid. Why. (anfwered he) 
< tWy'Il ccrc^ainly do fome difordeHy thing or other, if 

* great care be not taken s and therefpre, for Gods fake^ 

* ufe your cndeavoura with your friend? tQ preyei^ any 
^ thing of this kind. He told me^ there would be com- 

* pany at Mr. Sheph(fr4s that night; and defired me t9 

* be at home in the eveningi and h^ v?puld call m^ 
^ V^hich he did : and^ when I came into tb<» foom^ I idw 

* Mr. Rumfey by the chimney, though he fwears he 

* came in ^fter; and. there were things (atd^ by fome 

* with much more heat than judgment,, which I did fufr 
^ ficiently^difappfove; and yet for thefethin]^ I ibnd 
« condemned. But, I thank God, my part was iin(^<^ 

* and wdl meant* It is, I know, inferred from hiuic^ 

* and was preifed to me^ that I was ^cquai^ted with th^ 
^ heats and ill de{igns,,and did notdi(coyer^hem* IB^v^ 
** this is but mlfprifton of treitfon at moft. So I dye in* 

* nocrent of the crime I ftand condemned for ; iand I 
^ < hope nobody will imagine that (o mean a thoughjt 

^ could eater into me, as to go about to iaire my life by 

* accuCng others. ~As for the f<;ntei|ce of death pafled 
^ upon me, I cannpt but think it a very hard one: for 

« nothing was (worn againft me (whether true or falfel . 

* will not now examine) . but fome difcourles aboiM: 

^ making fome ftirs. And this is not levying war againft ' 
^ the king, which \$ trcafon by the Statute of Edwar^ 

* the Third, and nOt the confulting and diicourfing 

* about , 
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* * * 

dec, and equity i and, with fccptrc of 

iron, 

* abdut It, which was all that wat witne{Ied againft me. 
^ But» by a Grange fetch, the defign of feizittg the guarda 

* was conftrued a dcfign of killing the king ; and fo 
^ I was caft. And now I have truly and fincerely told 

* what my part was in that, which cannot be more than 

* a bare mifprifton ; and yet I am condemned as guilty 

* of a defign of killing the king. I pray God, lay not 

* this to the char^ neither of the king's council, nor 

* judges^ nor fhcrifFs,. nor jury: and for the witnefie^, I 

* pity them, and wilh them well. I (ball not reckon up 

* the particulars wherein they did me wrong ; I b&d ra<» 

* ther their own confciences (hould do that, to which« 

* and the mercies of God, I leave them. Only I ftjll 

* aver, that what I faid of my not hearing Col. Rumfef 

* deliver any meflagefrom my Lord Sbaftejbury^ was true : 
^ for I alv^ays detefted lying, tho* never ib much to my 

* advantage. And, I hope, lione will be fo tinjnft and 
< uncharitable, as to think I would venture oit it in thefe 
^ my ,laft words ; for which I am fo foon to give an ac*^ 

* count to the great God, the fearcher of hearts, and 

* judge of all things/ —— — This declaration, I fup. 
pofe, will be believed before the oaths of Shepherd^ Rum* 
feyy Hdwardj and the reft of the witnelTes; who were^ 
confefledly, but bad men, and fwore to keep themielvea 

from the gallows. Lord Grey^ indeed, fpeakingof 

the meeting at Shipberd's^ fays, ^Monmouthy Rujffilt and 
^ himfelf, refolved to engage with Shafiejbury ; — * j^d 

' that they difcouried the manner and time of their rifing, («) Stcree 

' and how they (booid get their men together(;ir}.'— <-- tfaeRj«u 

He moreover fcys, « there was at this time a difcourfe, *><»^« ^^^* 

« begun tiwi.1754. 
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iron, bi»e»k down* iii^ as wpra tibie ob^* 

jcfts 

I 

I 

* begun by Sir Tiemas Arpi/lrpng^ ' about viewing . tli9 

* guards at the S0vojf and ^^rwi ; which,' adds he, * all 
' thought iteceiTary, but nobody was ordered to take that 

fj)n^f.ll. * employment upon him {y)* -Not content with 

this, he aflufes us, 'there was a fecond meeting at Shep^^ 
^hr^si where Sir Thames Armjirong^ and himfd^, 

* went firft ; and Afdnmouth^ and . Ruffit^ came af* 

* ten Colonel Rtimfey was hot prefent at bur firft com* 

* ing in,^ fays he,'* but Mr. Shepherd ahd Mr, FergW' 

*fon were. The Duke of Monmouth gave my Lord 

* Ruffely and the reft, an account of viewing the guards, 
^' and of the carelef^ pofture he found them in ; and alQ> 
'* that Mr. Trenchard*s preparations at Teiunton wcr^ ip 
y backward, that he could not be ready for an infurreq* 

(»)M.F.3t. c tionX«)t^ I« fl^^«^^ ^f ^^ >^*i^l believe him, Lord J2«f 
Jil was intent on little elfe but i^furre^ipas. But np 
^efs o\^t to be laid OA^ Grefi narrative, which was 
.Wtiit,.when uoiier copdqmnation;^ to blacken Monmatdb 
after his death» and the fri^n^s of Monmouth^ to pleafe 
the king, and add freih evidence to what the court bad 
got to juftify very barbarous prQceedings. Hi$ charac- 
ter, his private charaiSler, alone is enougli to take ofF all 
force from his ailertions. But were th^y ever fo true, 
they prove only that be was guilty of fome difcourfea 
' tbout making (bme K\ri\ which was not, could not he 
treafon : and, confequently, when put to death for themt 
he was, as he hinifelf e^^p^eiles it, ^killed by forms znii 
* fuUtilties of lawi which is the worft fort of murder^* 

V ■ Sydnefi cafe was, if poffible, ftijl hai*<j|er. He him-? 

(elf (hall relate it y and qo man ycit has, no cpian^ I pre- 

,2 , fumC|^ 
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* 

jjcd$ pf his difpleafure | Biit his triumpH 

was 

.... • • - t I - - 

fiiinc, will c^Il in <me{tipn 4be piith of hi$ |i^rrati^, 

InUfi petition to.tlK? kiog, beibeweth^ * Thttbe W|i9 
^ broHght to h|s try^lj ^n4 the uidi^oieQjt |?ipi(y{ p^^ 
^ plpxed and confufed« fo as neither he, nor any of hi^ 
t friqids tbs^t hq^4 i^ 9ouId fu% ppinprebf ^d the f(ccip« 
f pf its (^ was whpUy .uupcpvided of ^11 tb^ b^lp^ j^at .. 
^ the law allows tx> every ipan fox bi9 4(P&ncf:, Where* 
f upofi be di4 ag9Ja^ defiff a cppy^ a^ produced aa 
1 au^entic copy of tb^ Statute of 4^ Bdfvard IIL 

* whereby it is efi^edji that every nian (^ have a^o« 
f py of any repord diat touches him in any manner, as 
f well thfi^ which is for of againft tl^e l^ngn as any other 
< per(oa I but could neither plj^tain a copy of his indi^^ 

f ment, nor that the Statute ihauki be read* The ju* . 
^ ^y> by which he was tryed, lyas not (as be is informed) 

* fummoned by the bailiffs of tl^e &veral hundreds in the . 
f ufual and legal maoner]| but names were agreed upon^ 

* by Mn Grabem and the under fiieriff; and. dire£lIon^ 
^ given to the bayliffs to fummon them : and being a^ 
f fo chofen, ^ copy of the pannel was of no ufe to him. 
^ When they came to be, called, he excepted againft 
! fbme, for bein^ the kings fervants ; many others^^. for 

* opt being f^reebolde^s ; and others, were leud aod in*- 

* famous perfons, not fit to be of any jury. But all was 
^ over<^led. by the lor^i chief ju^ce^ and Mr. Sydmy 
^ was farced cp cballeiige them peremptorily^ whom he 

* fpgijod to be pickt OHt as pipft fuitahle to the ioteoti-' 

* He haii Affiled it avt, hit anri'snoient^ which wat a fprtaisht be^Dr^ 
}m tryal. '' ' ' ' • » . . 

•ons 
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was hut of a £boit continuance : he ura&. 

feized 

< oos of tbofi: who fought bis ruin; whereby he loft the 

, * benefit allowed him by law of making bis exceptions, 

^ and was forced to admit of ipechanick perfons utter- 

* ly unable to judge of fuch a matter as was brought 
^ before them. This jury being fworn, no witnefs was 
^ produced who fixed any thing beyond hearfay upon 

* him, except the Lord Miward^ and them that fwore 

* to fome papers (aid to be found in his houfe and writ* 

• I * 

^ ten in a hand lik^ his. — - Sydney produced ten wit* 

* nefles, m<^ of them of eminent quality, the others of 

* miblemi{hed fame, to fhew the Lord Howards te(U- 

* mony was inconftftentwith what he had declared be- 
' fore (at the tryal of the Lord Ruffil) under the fame re- 

* ligious oMigation of an oath, as if it had been legally, 
^ adminiftred. He further endeavoured to fhew, that 
^ befides the abfurdity and incongruity of his teftimony^ 
^ he being guilty of many crimes which he did not pre- 

* tend Sydney had any knowledge of, and having no othe^ 
'* hope of pardon than by the drudgery of fwearing 

* againft him, be deferved not to be believed. And fi« 
*^ militude of hands could be no evidence, as was de*. 

* clared by the Lord Chief Juftice KitMng^ and the whole. 
*. court, in the Lady Carres cafe ; fo as that no evidence 
*.at all remained againft him« He moreover obferved,. 
^ that, whofoever wrote thofq papers, they were but 
^. a finall part of a polemical dtfcourf^ in ^fwer to 
^a book written, about tbaty years ago, upon general. 
^ propofitions; applied to no time^. nor any j^icular. 
^ cafe: that it was impoffible to judge of anyjHUt of it,. 
^ unlefs the whole did appear, which did not : that the 

« fcnfe 
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tclikd Miih a violent fit^f an '2po|>lexyv. 
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* fenfe of fuch parit of it as were produced, codtd n'oc 

^be comprehended umefs the whole had been read, 

< which was denied : that the ink and paper fhewed 
^'tiicm to be writ many years ago : that the Lord JHw- 

* ard not knowing of them, they could haye no concur- 
**rence with what he [Sydney] was faid to havedefigned 

* with him [Howard] and others : that the conftifion 
^ and error* In the writings fliewed th^ had never been 
*{b much as reviewed; and being written in an hand 

* that no man could well read, they were not fit for the 

* jircfsj nor could lie in fome years, though the writer of 

* theni had intended it, which did not tippear. But they 

* t>eing only the prefent crude and private thoughts of 

* a man, for the exercHe of his own underftanding in 
*• his ftudies, and never (hewed t6 any or applied to any' 

* particular cafe, could not fell under the Statute of 

* 2$ Edward in. whibh takes cognizance of ho fuch* 

* matter, and could not by confl^udien be brought un* 
••d^t it 5' fuch matters being thereby referved t6 the par- 

* liam^nt, as is declared }ft the provifo» which he defired 

< might be read, but watf i^efufied* Several important 

< |>oint9f of law did hereupon emerge I upon which Syd^ 

* ney did defire council might be heard, or they might btf 
^ referred to be^ound fpednUy : b«t sdl was over-rufed 

< 1^ the violence 6f the Lovd Chief Juftice Utfrnts] ; 

* and iydfify fo fiequently iifterrupted, that tbe^whoU 

* method of liit defence was broken, and be net foffered 

* to (ay the tenth part of what he could have alleged in 
^hi» defence: fo ihd jiiry'wt^ bttrri«dJnto si verdKk 

•the/ 
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as it Wat iaidt ittrhxfih>. afCcr fcuir days; iet4. 



^ they 6ii not onflerftana ^/ «-«i-W\Ve ne^ but til^n «» 
the trial of this unfortunate g<ncUmaBiy published by the. 
authority of ^i^r/Vi himfelf, to be comrinced of tb& 
Cfttthof what he has here written. -"--^^ I will tranfcHbe 
a paragraph from the papers produced ini^videnceagainft 
hms thit the reader may fee Wh^ Wretches tbc^e mull 
l»rfc been that condemned him. -— ^ ^ When Pfidb^^ 
fays the wrifter^ ^ had chahged Nthtchddnifzxar into » 
y beafty what ihofild perfwade the J^iam not to drive 
^ bim out among beafts, until God had reftored to hioi 

* the heart of a mart ? Wh^n Tairqiiih hari turned the le-^ 

* g^l iMnarchyof RanUStiXo n moftab^oHnabletyran* 
^ ay ; why fliould tb^ noif aboHfli it i And when thd 
^ proteftant^ of the L^^ dUntrifi were (si griaroafi^ <)p-> 

* preflfed by the power of Spaiti^ viideF the proud^cmd^ 
^ aad favage tkmdiid of AeiD^k^ol Jltmi. why fiiould^ 
< they liot make u& of all the in^na, that God bad put 

* into their h4iids, for dieir dettteranct ? Let any man^ 

* who fees the prefent ftate of the Province that tberi 
^ united riieiKMHves, judge wt^^tbft it is better for them» 
^ to.be as^bey af«^ oc id.tbq ^ondicioit nm0 which bi9 
« filry would bare redilctd tbeo^ vhihb they ha4 t(^ 
« pleafe hifiy« reftotinced-dod aitdthciir rel^oif... Oui 

* aiitiior['^*A«irr J may fefy tbey oogh^tto hareftrfFercd* 
« The l^g ^ l^^'i^by their rfc&ftahcei joftdiofefioi^^ 
f niat ;'aifd that tiioy ou^ n<k to baMe-beemjOSgasJii 
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qkiimted in his dcathA on the fi;cth dwo( 

, February f 

ing^ they laid the foundation of oiany churches, that, 
have.proctuced multitudes o( men eminent in gifts and 
^aces^ and eftablifhed a moft glorious and happy 
commonwealth, that hath been,^ fmce its iirft begin«>^ . . 
^ningy th^.ftroQgeft pillar of the protefiant cs^uf^ now In 
.the WQrl4 i . and a place.of refuge unto thoie who* ic^ 
aU pirt»9f ^^^^^9 havcf been ppprefied for theaamfi. 
«-ef Chkift: whezcas they I^ flavilhly, and^ I thi^ik, h 
mjvf fay wickedly as well as fgdifhly, iuffei:^ |J)eqif 
ftifes to. be butchece^ if they l|ad left tbofc empty 
provinces under the ptower ^f anti-ehtii^|, wl|fqis> 
the fiaeaeef God is iba otberwife kaowti Chan te^ 
be blaiphciaed. If dieKin^of i>0f« defired tm kfCfr 
his &bje&s, be 0]Km)d have gei^med th^m w^^b iBfm^ 
juftice. and mepcy : when,. <»qiitrary unto ^)l;^w^ both 
humane , and divine, hf Cs^ks ta de^Jjoy ,;ho(e {i^ ottgb^ 
to have pr^fefved i be caa jbf)fune none but hinif^r ^^ 
they jleli^er diemfel v^ froflU hi^. tyrannjr : Md wbM 
the matter is hrou^ttc^that^, >that he fa^Si no^ ieij^» 
or thcy,^ver whom he woiild.reign, muftpe^. The 
matter is eafily decided; aa if the qMei|i^.ha4.bc#it 
afksdt '^ the tmat of Niro ftp D^mitUm^ whether* thty 
^ fliottld be left at libevty te deflroy the beft part of :tbtf 
^ woiid, 9A tbey endeavoaced to d<^} or itilfAiU heiMp 
•^cuedbydieirdeftfiiAiaA} And as foVtlu^peefflfa blef-* 
^ ing j«<i^es in their own cafe i it i« pi^i^. they Ofl^t 
^ to >e. the only judges \ be^ufe k is^ .thniv :«wn^ and 
♦ only concerns themfehres (0). ' ^^'"'"^.Jifirinf in ij^^^J^* 
fumming up the evidenee, ^ mindedithejefy^Ww^his foi. £ob4/ 

^book contained all the Aaiicet rev^igSi^HKL Iteefonf '^'^ 

iv.-..^ . . ^ • that 
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February t one th6ufa&d fix hundred and 

eighty 
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< that mankind can be guilty of/ Well might SUbuf 
therefore fay, * left the means of deftroy tng the beft pro- 

* teftants in England (houtd fail, the bench muft^ be fill- 
et) Paper « ed with fuch as bad been blemiflies to the bar {b)J 

^ Shoift. TYiMs the court, under the guifc of law, procured the 

death of a man, who had efcaped the hands of a&ffins 

(r) See hit employed by them to murder him (r)« He could . not 

^'*^^* be corrupted : and, therefore, muft be deftroyed<y ■ - ■■■ 
Such were Charks and his minifters ! It ought more*' 
over to be remembred^, that their malice was not lati<- 
ated by the death they infiiSsd : for the names of Jbif" 
fel and SyAuy were ftigmatized, in the moft barbaroiis 
manner, by infamous and abandoned fycophants* ytf" 
feriis^ on the trial of BarnardiJIon^ obferved on his fet- 
ters, which were given in evidence, ' * Here is the' 
^ fainting of two horrid confpirators. Here is the Lord 

* Ruffil fainted, that bldled martyr ; my Lord Ruffil^ 

* that good man, that excellent proteftant y he is la« 

< mented* And what an extraordinary man he was; whor 

* was fairly tried, and jufily COnviAed and attainted for 

* having a hand in this horrid confpiracy againft the life 
^ of the king, and his dejireft brother his royal high- 

* nefs, and, for the f^bverfion-of the government* And 
^ here is Mr. Sydney fainted : What an extraordinarf 

* man he was ! Yes, furely, he was a very good man : be« 

* caufe you may fome of you remember, or have read the 

* htftory of thofe times, and know what ihare Mr. Sydney 

* had in that black and horrid villany, that curfed treafoit 

* and murder i die murder I mean of King Charles the Firft 
^ of Mdfed aiefnyy % aJ^amc to religion itfclf^aperpetuaj 

> reproadi 
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mf^tj^ftto, new Msxi aged fiftyrfour 

yearsi 

^l^cpdcH tathe iflattd we Imipy to think that a prince 
^ Ihoulid be brought^ by pret^Dded meth^jtd'S q{ )aw audi 
' juftice, to fuch an i^nd at bis oiyn fahc^i And it is 
^ f» flj^atif e to think thai fuch bloody tnifcre^ts fliouM 
^ bci fain^ aivl hmstit^y who had any^ hand in tbai 
^ hotridlniurdiejr and treafooj ;|nd,wbo to their dyipg^ii^', 
^ nutef, when they wejre upon tb^ brii^k of eternity and? 
^jjuft ibpping into another wcfrld, coul4 coi|^fatly> 
^ Heb Ood for their being; cxtgaged in that gM dn^. 
< (as they call it), which Was ;he rebeUion, which bFought> 
^ thstt bleifed- martyr to hi) death* It i^ high time for 
^ all mankind $ that have any Chriftianity, or fenfe of 
^ hearen or hell, to beftir themf^Ives to rid the nation of 
^ of fuch caterpillars, fuch monfter$ of rillany as theft' 
« are (<^/ — isi Spraf alfo charaaerifes RujffiU as a pd"- (^ Tiya<j 
jbn <^|ied away beyond bis duty ^md allegiance into P* ^9* 
this tfaiterotis enterprise^ by a^ vain air of popularity, 
Kttd a wild fufpidon of loOhg a great efftate by an mi^ 
^inary rfef urn of popfery; And 'Sydney ^ according to htm, 
from hfs youth had ' profe0ed bimfelf an enemy to the 
government of his country, and had a£led accordingly** 
^^ But the chara^r$ of both diefe declaimers are at this 
time fo well known, that no man 'of fcnfe pays any re- 
gard to the|r affertrons. — ^ After all, it is riot to b4f 
doubted that thefe great men had confulted'pn niethodtf 
of preferving their religrpn and liberties i thottg.h what 

Was fWont againft them concerning ihfurredlioAS* fciz- 
ing the guards, and aflTaflinations, was falfe and ground^ 
lefe.' It was the fear the guilty had of thefe;, and rn^ri 
fike tbcfe, tb^t Urged them on to fomu^h b»tb*rity. — • 
Vat. II.' Bb Aftcf 
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years. The fulpicions of his being pol-* 

foned 



Af:er the Revolution, aAs were pafled for annulling and 
making void the attainders of both thefe gentlemen *• 
— The writers of the Biogretfhta Brifannica^ always 
ready to vindicate the worft and (lander the heft of men, 
according as they adhered to or oppofed the caufe they 
fo much endeavour to eftablifb, the caufe of civil 
and ecclefiaftical tyranny, fay, that RuJ/el had, by his 
own confeffion, committed a crime [by being more than 
once prefent when the feizing the guards was diicourfed 
of] which, by the known rules of law, amounted to 
treafon. But by what lawi except that of Jeffiries and 
his fellows, I fuppofe, with all their parade of learning, 
and dogmatical cenfuring, they would be much at a tols 
to (hew. The fame judicious writers, fpeakingof 5/W;v/^, 
with equal fcnfe and honefly, fay, ' To judge by his writ- 

* ings, he would not have been forry to have feen his 
- ^ country brought to the greateft difficuldes ; nay, to dc* 

* ftru£tion : that he might have had the pleafure of behold-* 

* ing his enemies involved in its ruins/ — What muft 
we think of men who write fuch ftufF, falfe and foolifli 
ftufF, as this ? Mr. Trenchardy Mr, Gordon^ and the 
late Earl of Corke^ as is well known, befides many others 
equally refpeaable, had very different notions of him and 

. his writings. — K may, perhaps, be wondered that I 

have not^ hitherto, mentioned the death of Lord Ejfex^ 

> in the Tower ^ where he was a prifoner, on a charge of 

being concerned in this confpiracy : but whether he 

• Collins'sPeerige, vol. i. p. 285 ; and Memoirs of tlie Sydneyt, p. ifo^ 
prefixed to the firft^voiume of the Sydiey papen* fol. Load. 1745* 

murdered 
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inurdcred himfelf) or was murdered by others^ I take 
tiQt on mc to determine. . I will j however, ftate the af- 
gumentSi on both fides, with all thjc impartiality I aih 
mafterof; it beihg- truth, fimply; which an hifioriah 
ought to have in view. 

I. * It gave great fuipiclon of his teiiig murdered, as 
the King and the Duke of fori were, at the Very 
time, within the Towers where they had not been for 
near 15 years before. Ahd whett the jury Was iihpa- , . 
neFd, and one of them infifting to feb his lordflilps ' 
cldaths in which he died'; the coroner was fent for^ 
and, 6h His return, he told the jUry^ it was the body 
and not the cloaths thty were, to fit on i and that the 
king had feht fbi* the inquifition, ahd woiilci not rife 
from tht couhcil-boaird till it wis brbught. It alfo 
happened oh the very morning when the Lord RuJ/el 
was on his tryal, and particular Cai'e was taken to give 
i^piedikte notice of it to~ the court at the Old Batly ; 
and the kihgs council made a direct uib of it to coh* 
firm the plot, and thereby Lord RuJJil was cohdemn* . 
ed. After the Revolution, the Earls of Dru$njhirej 
Bedford^ Monr^outhy and fFarringion, were appointed, 
by the houfe of peers, to examine into the death of JE/* ' 
fex\ but made no report to the houfe; it being- faid> 
that, on the examination j it appeared fo black on King 
yamesj that Q^^^n Mary requefted it might die in fir 
lence(/),* '\ WCoUim't 

a^ Rapin aiTures ms, Lord£^;r, fon of this unfortu- arpf*376.* 
nate nobleman, laid, in his hearing, ^ that he believed 

* his father was murdered ; and that a French footman, 

• who theh ferved his father, was ftrongly fufpe£ted, and.' 

♦ difappeated immediately after the fadl (/) • *— i- This {/) icft^ 
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ftem^ to be confirmed by the following anec^kM* 

< Hdny Guy was cbtn fecretary to the ueafury^ nni a 

< Aire a^ent to the king, or duke> if any dirty work wat 

< to be done. He paid and di^crfed the fecret-lefviee 
^ money, of which payments he kept a regular acoount 

* in a book which if ftill tKt»AU And now is (1762}^ or 
^ lately was, in the pdfieflEion of A gestkaian of €h^% 
' who made no fcruple of (hewing it to particular por** 

* fons, In this booJc of accounts appeals a minute of 

* 500/. paid to one Botnini^ a valet de chatabre of the 

* Earl ofEJfex during his lords confinement iathe T^wtr^ 
^ and previous to his death. This Botnini was never 

Ikbat^^oi* ^ ^^^^^ of *fter the carls death (^/ - . « ' There was 

viii. p. 342! a Paul Bcmeny^ fervant to his lordfliip^ who, before the 

m the jiotc. coroner, fwore, * that he, looking through a chink^ 

f faw blood, and part of* a razors whereupon he called 

^ a warder, and went down to call for help : aiid the 

^ warder pufhed the door open, and there they faw ^* 

*fex all along the floor, without a perriwig,.^d,all full 

' * of blood, and the razor by him, which razor had be- 

^J*5.Brad- <fofg jj^g„ delivered by him to his lordlhip (i). 

cency and The fame perfon appeared on the trial of Braddtm^ and 
ea«ed, p? c^ ^^^<» who had given out, on doubtful evidence, that 
4to. Load. Effixvfzs murdered; and therefore cannot, with exa£l- 
nefs, be faid never to have been heard of after the earl's 
cfcath : though, doubtlcfs, the fum given him was for 
fome very particular reafon. 

3. • By many eminent doctors and cbirurgions, the 
. * wound was thought to be naturally impoftble to be 

* done by EJex himfelf j becaufe, upon cutting the fifft 
•jugular artery, fuch an effufion of blood and fpitit 

* would have immediately thereupon followed, that na- 

* tare would nothave been ftrong enough to tut through 

* Chc ^ihcr jugular artery to the neck bone on theothe^ 

* fide J 
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* fide; hiuchlefs to make fo many and fo large notched} 

* in the razor againft the neck bone («)»' .. ■ . ■» Let us (0 W. 
now hear what is faid on the other fide of the queftion. 

, !• * As to the late Earl of Ejfex^s murdering himfelf, 
his ihajefty,' fays ^raU * cannoj think it becomes him . 
to defcend to any particular juftification of his own or. 
his minifters innocency in that calamitous accident. 
Though liis majefty is hot ignorant^ that divers moft 
malicious pamphlets have been lately fpread abroad, in. 
Efiglijb and other languages, which, with an unparal* 
lel'd impudence, have accufed feveral perfons of emi- 
nent virtue and honor about his majefty, not fparing 
even kis royal highnefs ; nay, fcarce freeing the king 
himfelf from being perfonally confcious of fo bafe and 
barbarous ^p action. But after the truth of the whole 
matter has been carefully examined and aflerted by the 
coroners inqueft^ whofe proper bufinefs it was; a:nd 
after Br addon has fufFqred t^e punifhment of the law»' 
for fuborning even children to bear falfe witnefs in the 
cafe ; apd after the notoriety of the fad, and all the 
circumftances of it, have been fo clearly made out, 
that there is not a man in all England^ of an honed 
mind or found fenfe, who does in the lead doubt it % 
his majefty difdains to enter into difpute with every 
petulant fcribler, or to^nfwer the villanous fuggeftions 
and horrid calumnies contained, particularly, in the 
libel, called, The Deteilion, and in the Epitome of 
It. .. As for the deplorable end of the faid ear!^ 

his majefty freely owns, there was no man in his do- 
minions more deeply affiiiSted with it than himfelf : 
his majefty having )beea thereby deprived of an ,extra- 
ordinary opportunity to exercife his royal clemency i 
and to teftify, to all his loyal fubje£ls and old friends, 

Bb 3 'how 
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^ bow highly he valued the memory and fuflFeriiigs of the 
^ Lord CapeL Next to himf^f, his inajdfty thinks he' u 
< alfo bound, in common juftiire, to declare, that his 

* entirely beloved brother was moft tenderly concerned 

* and grieved at that lamentable effed of the Earl of 

* Ejjex^s defpair : his' majefty being beft able, upon his 

* own knowledge, to vouch for the Puke of JVi, that 

* he hever deferved ill of the faid' earl, and was alW!iys 
^ moft readily inclined, for both their fathers fakes, to 

(I) Account * have forgiven whatever ill the earl had ^onehim. (i)*' 

i\^l ^^T ^- ^^ ^^^ "^' apjfear that jE;^;r'i brother, or his lad]^, 

S45> ft ^* believed that he was murdered. Sir Henrt Cape/ did not 

Want fenfe or fpirit; and h2i(iyEffix had much fortitude 

of mind. • When (he heard of the reports concerning 

^ the manner of her lords death, (he ordered a ftri£l en-i 

< quiry about it ; and fent what (be found to me,- fays 
Burnett ^ to whom file had trufted all the mei&ges that 

* had paft between her lord and her while he was in th^ 

* Tower. When I perufed all, I thought there was not 
^ a colour to found any profecution oti ; which (he wouI(|' 

< have done, with all poflible zeal, if (he had found any 
(/) Vol. u. ( appearances of truth in the matter (/)/ ' Aftc^ 

the Revolution, this matter came under examination ; 
and the lords of the committee, appointed to hear and 
report, were fuch as muft have had the memory of Efj 
yjjp in honor: but no report was made ; and, confc- 
quently, no proofs of his murder appeared : for tender- 
nefs for King James had little place with their lord(hips, 
or his daughters. Nor was there, indeed, any manner 
of occafion for it : they had, in fa<St, judged him a ty- 
rant by placing his crown on the head of another ;«and 
tyranny includes almoft every kind of wickcdnefs, at 

X ^ ' , - ' fcait 
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leaft is equivalent in demerit to all wickednefs. What 
caufe for tendernefs of the reputation of fuch a man ? 
3^ Though Braddon appears to have been an honeft 
man, and to have meant well by his enquiries into the 
circumftances of this unhappy affair; yet^ere the ma- 
terials he coWtQj&i fometimes not abfblutely to be reli* 
ed on,^ This appears from the following certificate,, 
publiflied in the Gqzettej after the Revolution, by the 
Countefs of EJJixy and the Bifhop of Salt/bury [Burnet]^ 

1 Y 

• Whereas in a Letter to a Friend, written by Mr. 

* Laurence Braddon^ touching the murder of the late 
^ Earl of EJexj an account is given, p. 54 & 55, of 

* fome difcourfe that the Countefs Dowager of EJjixy ' 

* and the Bi(hop of Salijbury^ had upon that fubjed, at 

* a mepting with feveral lords : the Countefs Dowager, 

* and the Bifhop, find themfelves fo much wronged in 

* that relation, that they have thought it became them 
^ to difavow it entirely \ the whole difcourfe faftened on 
^ them being falfe, and nothing to that purpofe having 

< httn upon that bccafion mentioned by either of 

* them im). > W Gazette, 

* No. 2579. 

< 7«/|f 24, 1690. , E.Essex, Gi, Sarum/ 

After this, we muft not expe£b much reliance on 

BraddorCs authorities. 

4, In the Diary of Henry^ Earl of Clarendon^ we find 
,thefe words: ' May 27 [1689], Monday^ ■ In the 

-* afternoon, my wife and I went to ChelfeOy to the 
« Duchefs of Beaufort j whom we found alone. She 

< told me the whole flory, how Lady EJfex had fent for . 
^ her and her lord, and all the relations, Lord Bedford^ 

B b 4 ' Devonjhtre^ 
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ipped wi|l be found below (ocog). 
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* Dgvonjhirfy BiHic^p 6urnef, and young Mr. Hampden^ 
} about the matter relating to Lord EJfex^s death, now 

* depending before the committee of lords ; that fhe had 
f declared, ihe believed he killed himfelf ; and there- 
f fore dei;red the bufmefs plight fall. She told me, 
< Burnet and' Hampden botk owned the confpiracjr 
f againft King Charles the Second, I fhould have beeq 

* there if I had been in town. Brother Capel excufed 
^ himfelf, pretending to be indifpofed ; which looked 

C«) Diary * very pdd («)/ > ■ — The reader has now fufficient 
€f his State materials to form a judgment of this much controvert- 
Letur?.^ cd faft. 

[gggg] The fufpicions of his being poifoned are to h^ 
pientioned.] * There were i^ery many apparent fufpicions,' 
fays Barnetj ' of his being poylbf^ed : for though the 
^ firft accefs looked like an apoplexyt yet it was plain ki 
f the progrefs of it that it was no apoplexy. When 
^ his body yfe^s opened, the phyficians who viewed it 
f were as it v^ere led by thofe who might •fufpe£t the 
f truth to look upon the parts that were certainly 
f found. But both Lower znd' Needhat^, twq famous 
f phyficians, told me, they plainly difcerned two or 
^ three blue fpots on the outfide of the ftomach. Needn 
^ bam called twice to have it opened : but the furgeons 
f feem<sd not to h^ar hioi. And when he mov^ it tl\e 
^ fecond time, he, as he told me, heard Lower fay tp 
^ one that ftood next him, Needham will undo us, call- 
t ing thus to have the ftomach opened ; for he may fee 
. ! they wUl not do it. They were diverted to look tp 
! fomewhat elfe : and when thpy returned to look upoa 

2 Ml^« 
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The iitnpiQys, profligate niftnfters, intro^' 

duced 

^ the ftomach, it was carried aivay ; fb that it was ne-* 
f vcr viewed, Le /^^or/, a French phyfidan, told me, 
< he faw a blacknefs in the ihoulder : upon which he 
^ made an incifion, and few it was all mortified. Shorty 
^ another phyfician, who was a papift, but after a form 

* of his own, did very much fufpe^l foul dealing : aHd 
^ he had talked more freely of it than any of the pro- 

* teftants durft do at that timc^ But he was not long 

* after taken fuddenly ill, upon a large draught of 
' ^ wormwood wine, which he had drunk in the houfe 

* of a popifli patient that lived near the Totver^ who had 
^ fent for him,x>f which he died. And, as he faid to Lower ^ 
^ Millington^ and forfte other phyficians, he believecf 
^ that ^ he himfcJf was poifoned for his having fpoken fo 

* freely of the kingsdeath. The kings body was inde- 

* cen'tly negleflted. Some parts of his inwards, and 
? fome pieces of the fat, were fo carelefely looked after^ 

* that the water being poured out at a fcftllery hole 
f that went to a drain, in the mouth of which a grate 

* lay, thefe were feen lying on the grate many days af- 
^ ter. His funeral was very mean. He did not lie \x% 
^ ftate : ho mournings were given ': and the expence 

* of it was not equal to what an ordinary nobleman^ 

* funeral will amount to. Many upon this.faid, that he 

^ deferved better from his brother than to be thus ungrate** * 

* fully treated in ceremonies that are pubiic,and that mak^ 

' an impreilion on ^thofe who fee them, and whq will make 
^ fevere obfervations and inferences tfpon fucb omiffions. 
f But fince I bave mentioned the fufpicions of poifon as 
! the caufe of his death % I muft add^ I neyer heard any 
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dttced or countenanced by him* will, for 

ever, 

* lay tboie fcrfpicions on bis brother. But his dying (at 

* critically, as it were in the minute in which he feem- 
^ fsd to begin a turn of afiUrs, made it to be generally 

* the more believed^ and that the papifts had done it, ei-^ 
^ (her by the means *bf fome of Lady Port/movths (et^- 
^ yantSy pr, *a& (bme fancied, by poifoned fnuff : for (o 
f Quny 9f the fmall veins of tb$; braii^ w^rf bui ft, tlviit 
^ the brain was in great 4iforder, am) nb judgment could 
? be made- concerning it^ To this I fiiall add a very 
? (urpriiing ftory, that I bad, in November^ 1709^ frcHa 
^ Mr. Hffify of Hampjbire. He told me, that when the 
^ Duchefs of Portfmoutb came over to Englandy ki the 

* year 1699, ^^ beard, that fhe had talked a^ if King; 

* Charles bad been poUbned : which he defining to have; 

* from her ovfa mouth, (he gave this account of it :— 
^ She was always preiiing the king to make both him* 

* felf and his people eafy, and to come to a full agree- 
^ ment with his parliament ; and he was come to a final 

* refolution of fending away his brother and of calling a 
' parliament, whict^ was to be executed the next day 
^ after he fell into that fit of which he died. She was 

* put upon the fecret, and fpoke of it to no perfon alive 

* but to her confeiTor : but the confeflbr, fhe believed,^ 
^ told it to fome, who, feeing what was to follow, took 

it) Vol.i. i that wicked cpurfe to prevent it (e). ^ It appears, 

sheffieiVs indeed, by fome pafiages out of the Duke of Monmouth* i 

Works, vol. pocket book, that he had aflurances of being taken 

into favour^ and of the Duke of YorPs removal from 

AUtoWci- court (^). However, we are to obferve, that all 

woods Me- ^^ circumftances attending the death of Charles^ and 

man. Not .. . •. ® . * ; , 

14. . what; 
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I 

what happened on the infpeAion of his body, are far 
enough from amounting to a proof o^ his being poifon- 
ed : for, notwithftanding all of them, he might di^ 
merely through ^ifeafe ; at leaft this is Dr. WilwooJT^ 
opinion* It muft not ^e omitted, that the part of i3«r« 
ne^s narrative, which he received from Mr, Henfy^ galU 
ed the latQ Lord Landfihwn', zn able determined friend^ 
as far as he dared, to thp Stuart family ; fo much, as to 
make him fpeak of the biibop in terms very indelicate^ 
t * The biihops hear-fays,' he obferves, * are, in 

* moft cafes, very doubtful. His hiftory is little elfe but ^ 

< fuch-a-one told fuch-a-one, ai^d fuch-a*oiie told me» 

< This fort of teftimony,' continues he, ^ is allowed ^i 
^ no cafe ; nor can the leaft certainty be built upon fio- 

* ries handed about from one to another, which muft 

* neceflarily alter in the feveral repetitions by iiSettnt 
^ perfons. I fball then conclude with one pbfervation- 

* only upon the moft important hear-fay in his whole 

* book, upon which the credit of the reft may dq>end* ^ 
f His lordfhip had it from Mr. Hetdy^ who baud it front 

^ the Duchefs^f Portfmoutb^ that King Charks the Se-^ 

* cond was poifoned. Jt was my fortune to be redding 
^ at Parhv(\itTi this hiftbry was publiihed. Such a paf* 
^ ticularwas too remarkaUe not to raife my curiofity. 
^ The duchefs was then likewife at Paris. I employed 
^ a perfon, who had (he honor to be intimate with her 
^ girace, to enquire from her own mouth into the truth 
^ of this paftage. Her reply was this : That ihe recpl* 
^ le£ted no acquaintance with Mr. Henly % but (he xe- 
'^ membered well Dr. Burnet and his character. That the 
^ king, ithd the duke, and the whole court, looked upon 
^ bim ss the grtateft lyar upon the face of the eardi ; 
^ ' ^ ■ * and 
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* and there w«s no believJag one word that he faii, I . 

* only, repeat the anfwer I received : far be it from me to 

* make any fuch reflexion (f )i' — This very courtly 
language of the lad/s was intended by his lordfliip as a 
full anfwcr to the bi(hop's hearfay. What fort of ait' 
anfwer it is^ appears from the remarks made on it by a' 
very fenllble writer, to whom Us lordibip bad the wit 
to make no reply. — • * When an hifiorian,' (ays he, 

whoie book was in the hands of allmankind, had 
charged her grace with having faid to others, as well 

as Mr. Henfyf that (he believed King Charles was poi- 
foned ; and this fa£l was defignedly enquired into, ia 
order to falifify the hiftorian ; was it poflible to have 
It more ftrongly eftablilhed ? Does her grace even 
< pretend to deny, that Ihe believed King Charles 
was j)oifoncd ? Does (he aflBirm (which if the thing 
was falfe ihe might fafely have done) that (he neveic 
tokl.any perfon that the king was poifoned i Nav^ 
does &e fo much as lo take upon her to fay, that (ko 
never gave Mr, Hetify fuch am account | Thefe mi^ht 
ksLve been offered as contradiiE^ioos to the btihops 
heaar&y } but, furely, tbe bare not recblle&ii^ an ac« 
qoaintanoe with Mr. Henlf, is none. It was not ne- 
ccSktf he fiiould have fuch an acqua^ltaBce in order 
to enqdil'e into the truth of a ftory, of which the 
Duchefs of P^rl/^tftt/it was reported the author.: th^ 
meeting her grace in a viiit, at a third place, was a 
fufiicient opportunity for putting fuch a queftion to 
her. As to. the .charaaci: (he gave of Dr. Burntt^ 
as from the king and the duke (were there no objecr 

ti^n to her grace's teftimony), princes are fo feldom 
K 9cquainted with the real char^^ers gf me|i. who are 

* odious 
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evcTf mark his reiga with infimi^^ (iiHirH)» 



< odious to their miniflers ; and when they are incenied 
* againft a mn^ are apt ta iodfilge themielves in, fitch 
^ Ubertieat ibat, , I b^lieve^ cheiif calling Dr. Buriui a 
^ ijar, will be imderitood^ by men of ffnie^ to import 
f jiQ monT) than that bQ had ipoken triohs. to diem 
^ whick'they wdce no ways inclined to believe or bear. 

* One of tfaefey mentiomd in tho hiftory, was fo con- 

* tfaiy to the ducheia's inteiefty.that it m^y^ pofiUyy 

•^ have given her a prejudice againft tho bifliDp (r)/ (Okemifks 
. / "i ■ "'"' ' Tbefe reflexions^ in my opinion^ a«e very ju- ^ ^^f" 

fnClOUS« . . • ter, p< i^; 

■ (HHiUi} The impious profligate memners^y intmdueidor 
ttuntinanctd by hirti^ ivili mark hir reign tviti tTtfarnf,^ 
Pew courts hare been free from Vice. The manners 
oXyomes'^^iGhartesl. were far enough ffom being irre- 
proachable r butthcy were willing to feem good, ahd to 
bethought rdig^s; as appears from the form of devo« ! 
tion they kept iip^ and the noife ihey made about the 
manner of performing it. Thofe who (iieceeded tbem^ 
in the management of poblic affairs, talked^ mik:h of 
teligion aKb ; and countenanced fuch as moft ftriAly 
profiled it ; fo that, whh them, it was fafhionable to . 
^ppeaf devout; ^d to talk much of the concerns of the 
foul . Hence the charge of hy pocrify fb ihdifcriminately 
advanced againft thgm. « ■ Fiit be the thing true, or 
falfe i certain it is, there was the ap^earanoe, at leaft^ 
of religion add virttie in the nation at the'Keftoration i 
and men, for the moft part, did not glory in their fliame* 
For where* admihiftratfoh does not countenance pioll^ 
f^XS^ profligacy will nevQr be-in vogue* — — But no 

fooner 



Ibcnier had CbarUs the Seeood itturmSd^ tiiAtt tb^.fM 
of things altored. Religion became a jeft ^ and vir* 
tue was mocked at : and diofe were moft favouied by his 
tnajefty, who ridicufed every thing good and £icrea« 
This is borne witncfe to by writers of all parfics : by 
snen of all profcffions. ^^-^ * With the reftoratioft 

* of the King, a fpirit of ektravagant joy fpttad over 
^ the nation, that brought on with it the throwing off 

* the very ptofeffions of virtue and piety : all ended in 

* entertainments and drunkennefs, which, over-run the 
« three kingdoms to fuch a degree that it very much 
^ corrupted all their morals. Under the colour of 

* drinking the kings healthy there were great difordera 
. * and much riot every where : and the pretences of re^ 

* K^on, both in thofe of the hypocritical fort^ and of 

* the more honeft but no lefs pernicious enthufiafts, 

* gave great advantages, as well as they fumilhed much 

* matter, to the profane mocken of true piety. Thofe 

* who had been concerned in the former tranfadion^t 

* thought they could not redeem themfelves from th^ 

* oenfures and jealoufies that thole brought on them, by 

* any method that was more fuie and more eafy, thaa 
< by givif^ into the ftream and laughing at all religion^ 

* telling or making ftories to expofe both themfelves 
wiufT^'^ 'and their party as impious and ridiculous (/)/ — i-r» 

Mr. Ecbard (ays, ' the year of the Reftoration pro* 

* ducfed jovial entertsinments, loyal remembrances, free 

* converfatton, amorous intrigues, refined courtfliip and 
. « gallantry, with other foftening and fiifliionable tx* 

* preffions, which (erved to cover the moft enormous 
<* vidoufnels in the court and other places. All 
f which wa^enfirarsged aad pcotnoted by the licenci* 

* oufneft 
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* oufnefs of the two new-ereSed theatres or play« 
^ houfesy where there fcetned to have been very little 
^ reftraint, and where a new cuftom was now introduc- 

< ed of bringing in womett upon the ftage, which be* 
^ fore had been perfonated by boys or young men. 
^ Thus the felicity of the times was iirft fullied, and af« 

* terwards corrupted 5 fo as, by degrees, to bring infu- 

^ perable inconveniences upon the nation (/)/ ■ (0 Vot.u. 

H^eodj fpeaking of Lord Rochtftfr^ obferves, * that, at '^ *** 

* his return from his travels, he frequented the court ; 

^ which not only debauched him, but made him a per- ^^s ^^^ 

* fed Hobbift * (a).* The fame writer, in the article of ■«, vot ii* 
Fleetwood Sheppard^ fays, * After his majefty^s reftora- ** ^** 

< tion he retired to London^ hanged on the court, be- 

* came a debauchee and atheift, a grand companion with 

* Charles Lord Buckhurft^ Henry Savilky and others. 

*, After Eleanor Gutnn had a natural fon by King ^ 

* Charles II. he became her fteward ; and afterwards to 

* that natural child, called, Charles Earl of Burford 
^ (fince Duke of St. Albam) ; and managed all their 

* concerns. So that, by that employment, coming to 
^ the knowledge of the faid king, he became one of his 

^ companions in private to make him merry, at the ^ 

* Ducbefs qf Port/mouth* s^ Cbeffing^s^ and Bap. 

* Mafs [x). -— Even Clarendon himfelf, bigotted and (*) M» c 
partial as he is, owns, .^ the king took little pleafure in '^^^ 

* the queens converfation ; and more indulged to bim- 
^ felf all liberties in the converfation of thofe who ufed 
^ all, their (kill to fupply him with divertifements, which 

* might drive all that was ferious out of his thoughts (y).* W. ^^"^ 

Hi. p. 6^1. 
* Sorbiere infonns us, that his majefty gave Mr.'Hobbet % yearly penfioa •£ 

a hundred Jacobus's j and kept a copper cut of his pi^bire in his cldfet of 
natural and'Qiechanicalcuri9ficie9« Voyage to England, p, 39^ Svo. Loud. 

J^o^ • . - 

In 
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tft inodier place, he fays, < that the conftant oonm- 

< fation with men of great profanenefs, whofe wit con^ 
' fifted in abufing fcripture, and in repeating and ading 
^ what the preachers (aid in their fermon$, and turning it 

* into ridicule (a faculty iiv which the Duke of Bt$cJi-^ 

* ingham excelled), did much leiTen the natural ^ftefni 

* and reverence he [the king] bad for the clergy \ and 
^ inclined .hiai to confider them ^ ^ rank of men that 

< compounded a religion for their own advantage, am) 

* to ferve their own turns (s)/ Tbi9 fjMnc Bysimgh^m^ 
we are told, ' reported all the licence and deb^ucb^ 

< of the court in the mod: lively colpurs^ jbetng himielE 

* a frequent eye and ear wknefs al it (n)/ 



■^ — ' * Tbofe who. heretofore fought private hoIeS| 
S.ccurely in the datk to damn their fouU, 
Wor^ vizards of hyppcrjfy, to fteal 
Aod flink away> in nufquetade^ to helU 
Now bring their crimes into the open fun^ 

For all nunkiQd to gzz^ theU worft upon^ 

« • « # It ' « « 

For men have now made vice fo great an 2Ltti 
The matter of fact's become the flightcfft part 5 
And thedebaudifd'ft actions they can do, 
Meer trifles to theit circumAance aiid 0iowj 
For 'tis not w^at they do that s now the fin^ 
3at what they lewdly afFedl and glory in 1 
As if prepoftVoufiy they would Drofcfs 
A forc'd bypocrify of wickc dnefs/ Butler ^ils 

More modern writers make the fame complaint of the 
ob&enity inisoduoed in this retgn. 

< In the fat age of pi^^foKe^ weaUb» ztai e^Te, . 
* SpruDgthe rank weed ^and thriv'd with large increafe^ 

• When 
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* WJien love was all an cafy monarch's car^; 

* Seldom at Gourjcil, never in a vvar : 

* Jilts ruPd the ftate, and ftatefmen iarces writ 5 

* Nay, wits had penfions, and young lords had wit ; 

* The fair fatpanting at a courtier's play, 

* And not a mafk went unimprov'd away : 

* The modeft fan was lifted up no mofe, 

* And virgins fmil'd at what they blufh'd before.' 

Pope (c). (c)Efrzyom 

Criticirro. 

« Charles^' faysMr. TValpoky * introduced the falhions ^^ Warbut- 
^ of the court of France j without its elegance. >He had ,7,$^ 

* feen Lewis XIV. countenance Corneille^ Moliere^ Boi* 

* /iVa, Le Sueuii'y who, forming themfeJves on the mo- 

* dels of the antients, feemed, by the puricy of their 
^ writings, to have ftudied only in Sparta, Charles 

* found as much genius at home : but how licentious, ^ 

* how indelicate, was the ftyle he permitted or demand- 
< ed ! Dryden*s tragedies are a compound of bombaft 
*.and heroic obfcenity, inclofed in the moft beautiful 

* numbers. If fFycherly had Nature, it is Nature ftark- 

* naked. The painters of that time veiled it but fittle 

* more : Sir Peter Lely fcarce faves appearances but by 
^ a bit of fringe or embroidery. His Nymphs, generally 

* repofed on the turf, are too wanton and too magnifi- 

* cent to be taken for anything but maids of honour [d).* M Anw- 
■■■' • 1^ Wh^t more need be faid on this fubjedl ? The Painting, 
witneffes are unanimous: the fa<Et uncontro^erted, voi.iii. p.i. 
Let us leave him then a warning, to pofterity, of the * °* '^ ^' 
danger arifing from bad principles in a fovereign ; and 

the woes to be expefled from men void of humanity and 
virtue, when in power. Their vices afFedl not merely 
them(elves : they alone are not hurt by them, ^he 
community is infe£led as with a deadly leproufy. 
Vol. lit C c which - 



386 THE LIFE OF 

which defcends to poftcrity : and though, by the virtue 
of their fucceilbrs, the diforder for a time may be palli- 
ated ; it {eldom is wholly cured : but, as opportunity 
ofFers, breaks forth with new violence, aQd hardly eyer 
fails of terminating in defirMdjon* 
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N». I. 
(Communicated by the Hon. I^raeeffalfokf ^^i) 

Fir ffyuurthf FritndCapt. John Dunche at hit Fathers 
att Peufey nttr Abington in Berkfliire. 

Thefe 

U^tthaU Aug. a8<S --58, ]^. CROMwxLt, 

Sr. 

I Received your laft (ad intelligence of the death of 
St. Barhi and h^s lady. I am perfwaded they are 
oute of a troublefome worlde, and certainly hap- 
py : the lofle is not foe much theires, as there .neighr 
hours. The ftroake of death i$ foe forcible that the 
ftrongeft cannot ftand againfte itt, noe weapons of the 
flefh to encounter the grave, they muft be fpiritualL 
Such Ihope they had (by the grace of God) to make 
a, victory, to chearge through unto the place of there 
wifhes and glory. His friendfhip will make me to re« 
Joyce ipi his & his wyfe's happyncfs* It is a provi- 

C c 2 4entjal| 
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dentiall ftroake and ought to teache the tnofte healthy 
'& happy. I am fully pTwaded the country hath a 
loiTe in him, and I alfo, they as wanting one that 
would affift them in difficulties, I in a friended I wantc 
not a for him, nor I hope (hall not for the 

countrye's fake. I intended to have written to you by 
the firfte returne but was difappointed : and fence his 
highnefle hath been foe ill that I have not had either 
oppertunity or defire to fett pen to paper ; we hav^ not 
^ been without very greate feares ; for his higneffes illneffe 

hath been fuch as hath put the phyfifiiians to a non- 
plus. Our hopes are fomewhat increafed by this fitt 
of an ague, and (hall it pleafe God to goe on with his 
gentle hand and bring him temperately oute of this fitt, 
and not renew att the time his formef fitt began or vi» 
fet us with a . quartaine, we (hall have fome reviving 
comforte, and caufe to magnifie his goodneffe it, being a 
new life to his highnefle & the afFaires as they now 
Hand of this nation, with the proteftant intereft of 
Chriftendom. I believe the rum" of this dangerous ill- 
nefle hath'flowen into all p'^ of this nation and hath 
caufed feverall perfons of ill affections to prick up there 
cares, which will caufe friends to be vigilant, for they 
will hope they have a gainie to play ; It is a tim^ that 
will difcover all coloures and much of the difpofition of 
the nation may be now gathered. I heare that thofs 
that have been enemy es, others that have been noe 
friends, fome of boeth are.ftartled fearihg there poflef- 
fions and worfer conditions, not confidering there af- 
fecSlion, in this hazard his highnefle is in. It muft be 
the goodnefleof God that fliall fa^e him, and his know- 
ledge of the ftate of England and Xtchiandome; the 
fpirritt of prayer which is powered out for him & the 
. . faith 
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faith which is adlcd on behalf of him gives us the befte 
comforte & hopes : myne & my wyfe's refpedls to 
your fa. an4 mother. I reft yours 

R. Cromwell. 
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7i my loving Friittd Capi. John Dunche, ati Hurfeby 
n^are Winchefter in Hants. The/e. 

From his Highnejfe. TPTjitehalt, Jan. 18, —58. 

Sr. 

I Have written to your brother Pitman (which'lettcr 
I advife may fpeed by your care of fending it, to 
what place it (hall finde him) to incurridge the election 
of Mr. Rivety whoe though chofeti after the difpute of 
Mr. Whitehead ii Reynolds 'y yet is conceived to be the 
better eledtion then either the other tow : and ought to 
be returned, for that it was a generall and free choyce of 
the eleftors of that place : and the difpute will not lye 
with tiivet : but I am informed that Whitehead v^lW 
queftion that of Reynolds which hath a ground to be dif- 
putcdf Whitehead being able to lett himfelfe in upon the 
choyce which is made 2XLimington ; pray advife alfo with 
my fa: Major & with Rivet; & if it be as we underftand 
the eleflion here, then caufe a returne to be made of that 
choyce either by Rivefs appearing, or doe it by your- 
felf or others. The fccond parte of my letter is that* 
your brother would appear at Whitechurch^ for certainly 
IV, nor the burro wgh can juftifie, he. taking a blanche 
inftrument from the place, & they forgiving him fuch 
unjuftifiable power & liberty. I would have you to fee 
whether y^ brother can get himfelfe in by a fr^e and: 

C c 3 open 
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open cboyce, which will be jufi'ifyed before that way of 

Remember me to my &ther and mother Majars, Si 
my fifter, with one kifle to my little boye, having no- 
thinge more but reft 

Youis 

I think we can juftifie Whiucbitrtb Richakd P. 
u well u Walkpt if you cboofe one. 
you nuychoofe tow, & thatD' .ffalier 
may be the other, or rather H^tthtrs 
of Mamingilsume whoe ii an a^vc 
man, and one that H^allaf hath dtfo- 
bleiged. It is certaine the towne is 
free to choofe, if it be aa we are in- 
formed. 



(Communicated by the late Rer. Dr. Biuh, Secretary 
to the Rpyal Society.} 

Cepyt/a letttr sf J. Aprice, a RemJB Pritjiy to Mr. 
William Lynwood, at his bau/t in Deane, Northamp- 
tonlhire. 

Dtar Brother, Fib. i6, 1685. 

' I "* H E great change, which is made in our nation, 
■^ fince I wrote to you, is the wonder of all men. 
If we confider, that 'tis the divine providence, that rules 
over kingdoms, 2c the hearts of mep, we fliouid the lefs 
wonder. Who could have fay'd a while ago, that thefc 
Eyes of mine (botild have feen two catholick kings reign 
I over 



over us in this nation ? * Bat that God^ who prefervM 
bur late king of blfeffed memory by fo many wonderful! 
miracles, all his lifetime, did allfo at his death call him 
to his mercyj by making him to be recoaciled to his 
holy church, which he did in this manner. The day 
hfe fell ill, which was the Monday y he was no fooner re- 
covered of his fit, but his trufty loving brother, our now 
moft gracious fovereign, fearing a relapfe, put him in 
mind of bis foul ; which advice he immediately em-* 
braced, and defired no time might be loft in the execu- 
tion of it« Whereupon Mr. Huddle/ion was commanded 
to attend inftantly thereabouts : but the great affairs of 
the nation coming perpetually before him, time could 
not poffibly be found till ifhurfdey. But the king find- 
ing his natural ftrcngth decay, commanded of his own 
accord all to retire out of the room, telling them, that he 
had fomething to communicate to his brother. Then 
Mr. Ruddltfton being brought in, that great work was 
done, & with that exaftnefs, that there was nothing 
oinitted either neceflary or decent ; &, as Mr. Huddle^ 
Jion himfelf has told me, by a particular inftance of God*s 
grace, the king was as ready and apt in making his con- 
feffion, & all other things, as if he had be^n brought 
up a catholick all hi3 life time: & from that moment till 
eight of the clock the next day, att which time his' 
fpeech left him, he was heard to fay little but begging 
Almighty God's pardon for all offences & the like; fo 
that we may joyfully fay, God have mercy of his foul, 
& make him eternally participant of his kingdom of hea- 
ven. 

As for our prcfent king, he dayly gives us by his ac^ 
tions new hopes of a great deal of future happinefs j foir 
befidcs the great content & fatisfaftion, which fcems to 

Cc 4 be 
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be in every body here, we in particular have reafon t9 
praife God for giving him fo much courage and re- 
fulution to confefs his faith publickly, as he did yefter- 
day in a moft eminent manner ; for on Friday laft he 
declared to the councell, that he was refolved to make 
known publickly to the world of what religion he was : 

and yefterday he came witl;i the queen to the chapel), - 
attended by all the nobility & gentry about court, & 
there received together with the queen from the hands 
of her almoner the moft precious body and blood of our 
Saviour, with as much devotion as I ever faw in any 
man ; & heard all the time upon his knees two long 
mafles. 

This ceremony I faw & will allways efteem the day 
holy, whereon it was done; for above this 126 years 
the like has not been feen in England, 

The mayor and aldermen of London came on Sa^ 
turday laft with an addrefs to the king in the name of 
the city, wherein they promife to ftand hy him with 
their lives & fortunes, which I hope will be a ^ood ex- 
ample to all others to do the like. 

This is all buf my true love to my dear fifter, & 
all yours. 

Frotr, dear brother j 

Your affedionate brother and fervant, 

J. Aprice^ 

(The original letter is now in the hands of Mrs^^yr^ 
oi Stamford: and J. Apriccj above-mentioned, was a 
romiOi prieft, and relation of hers ; as was alfo Mr. 
Lynwood^ to whom the letter was written.) 

* 
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N*. III. 

A copy of a letter from the Duchefs of Cleveland t9 
King Charles II. From the original^ nov) in the k^ndk 
of the Earl of Berklhire^ I73i- Harleyan Memu* 
fcripts, N*. 7006. 

P42risj Tuefday the 28th, — 78. 

I Was never fo furprized in my holle life time as I waa 
at my coming hither, to Hnd my Lady Sujfex gone 
from my houfe and monaftery where I left her, and tht« 
letter from her, which I here fend you the copy of. I 
never in my holle life time heard of fuch government 
of herfelf as fhe has had, fmce I went into £«^/tf«^. 
She has never been in the monaftery two days to- 
gether, but every day gone out with the ambafiador {a)j .^. j^^^j . 
and has often lain four days together at my houfe, and Mcmntaguc^ 
fent for her meat to the ambaflador, he being always puk^*of* 
with her till five o'clock in the morning, they two (hut Movnugue. 
up together alone, and would not let my maiftre d'ho-^ 
tel wait, nor any of my fervants, only the ambajfladors* 
This has made fo great a noife zX^Paris that flie is now 
the holle difcourfe. I ^m (b much affiided that I can 
hardly write this for crying, to fee a child that I doted 
. on as I did on her, Ihould make me fo ill a return, and 
join with the worft of men to ruin me» For fuf e never 
malice was like the ambaiIador>s, that only becaufe I 
would not anfv^er to his love, and the importunities he 
made to me, was refolved to ruin me. I hope your ma- 
iefty will yet have that juftice and confideration for me, 
that though I have done a fooliih a£lion, you will not 
let me be ruined by this moft abominable man. I dd 
confefe to you that I did write a fooliih letter to the 

Chevalier 
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Chevalier de Cbaliluxi which letter I lent inclofed to 

Madsun de Pallai, and fent hers in a packet I feat ta 

lady Su^x by Sir Hatry ticbhtni } which letter (he hat 

either given to the ambaSador, or clfc he had it by his 

Inanj to wbocti Sir Harry Ticbhim gave it, hot finding 

my Lady SuJ/ix. But as ^et I do not know which of 

the ways be had it, but I Ihall know as Toon as I have 

fpoke with Sir HOnj Ttchhem. But the letter he has, 

and I doubt not but he has or will fend it to you. Now 

dl I have CO fay for aiyfelf is, that you know as to lore, 

one is not miftreb of ones felf, and that you ought not 

- to be o^ended at me, fince all things of this nature is 

at an end trith you and \. So that I could do you no 

prgudice^ Nor will you I hope folio* the advice of 

this ill man who In his heart I kttow hates you, and 

were it not for his intcreft would ruin you to if he could. 

For he has neither coofcicnce or honor, and has feveral 

dmes told me, that in hts hean be defpifed you and 

jrour brother; and that for his part, he wiflied with all 

. hit heart that the parliament would fend you both to 

travel } for you were a dull governable fool, and the 

duke a wilful fooh So that it were yet better to have 

you than him, but that you always chofe a greater bcaft 

Aan yourfelf to govern you. And when I was to come 

over he brought me two letters to bring to you, which 

he read both to me before he fealed them. The one 

was a mans, that he faid you had great faith in j for 

that he had at feveral times foretold things to you that 

(*) ^ were of confequence (*), and that you bcliev'd him in 

Hill, of bii all things, like a changeling as you were : And that 

"" 7'^' now he bad wrote you word that in a few months the 

ng of /rdffw and his fon were threatned with death, 

' at leafl with a great fit of ficknefs, in which they 

would 
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would be in great danger if they did not die : and dutff 
therefore he counfellM you todefef any refolutiofis d*^ 
ther of war or peace till feme montbd wtre paft i for 
diat if this happened it would make a great changer ia 
Prance* The ambaflador after he had read this to ms- 
Aid, << now the good of this is, iaid he, that I can do 
** what I wQl with thid man, for hdis poor, and a good 
^ fian^ money wtli make him wrtt^ whatever I wiB/^ 
£> he propeftd to me that he and I Ihovdd join toge<^ 

ther in the ruin of my lord Treafurer and the Duchefr 
rf Portfmouthj which might be done thus t The man, 
though he was infirm irnd il}^ ihouM go into England^ 
sind there after having been a little time to follicit you^ 
for money ; for that you were fo bafe, that though yciM 
employed him, you let him ftarve* So that he was' 
obliged to give him 50 j^, and that the man had writ 
fevcral times to you for money. '* And, fays he. When" 
•* he is in Englandy he Ihall tell the king things that he* 
• ** forefees will infallibly ruih him ; and fo wife thofir 
•* to be removed, z^ having an \\[ ffar, that would be 
•* unfortunate to you, if they were not removed :'* but 
if that were done, he was confident you would have the 
moil glorious reign that ever was; This, fays* he, I 
am furel can order fo as to bring to a good effef^, if 
you will* And in the mean time I will try to get Se- 
cretary C^v/^r/ryx place, which he has a mind to part 
with, but not to Sir William Timpk ; beeaofe he is the 
Treafurers creature, and he hates the Tr^urer^ and I 
have already employed my ilfter to talk with Mr. doi, 
and to mind him to engage Mr. Coventry not to part 
with it as yet, and 'he has aflured my lady Haroyhevr^ 

not. And my lord Treafurers lady and Mr. Beriee are 

both 
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both of them dcfirous I fliould have it; And irhen I 
have it I will bedamn'd if I do not quickly get to be 
lordTreafurer; and then you and your children (hall 
find fuch a friend as never was. And for the king, I 
will find a way to fumifh him fo eafily with money fot* 
his pocket and bis wenches, that we will quickly out 
jBab, Maj^ and lead the king by the nofe. So when I 
had heard him out^ I told him, I thank'd him, but that 
I would not meddle with any fuch thing : and that for . 
my part I had no malice to my lady Port/mouthy or to 
the Treafurer, and therefore would never be in any plot 
to deftroy them. But that I found the charader which 
the world gave of him was true : which was that the De- 
vil was not morfe defigning than he was, and that I won- 
dered at it, for fure all thefe things working ih his brain 
muft make him very uneafy, and would at lad make him 
mad. Tis poffible you may think I fay all this out of 
malice. Tis true he has urged me beyond all patience: 
but what I tell you here is moft true ; and I will take, 
the facrament on it whenever you pleafe. Tis certaia 
I would not have been fo bafe as to have informed againft 
him for what he faid before me, had he not provoked me 

to it in this violent way that he has. There is no ill 
^ thing which he has not done to me, and that without 
any provocation of mine, but that I would not love 
him. Now as to what relates to my daughter St^x 
and her behaviour to me, I muft confefs that affiids 
sjae beyond exprelfion, and will do much more, if what 
he has done be by your orders. For though I have an 
entire fubmiifion to your will, and will not complain 
whatever you infli6l upon me ; yet I cannot think you 
would have brought things to this extremity, with me, 

and 
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and not have it in your liature ever to do cruel things 
to any thing living. I hope therefore you will not be- 
gin with ihcj and if the ambaflador has not received his 
orders from you, that you will fcverely reprehend him 
for this inhjaman proceeding. Befides he has done what 
you oUght to be very angry with him for. For he has 
been with the King of France^ and told him that he had 
intercepted letters of mine by your order ; by which he 
had been informed that there was a kindnefs between 
me and the Chevalier de Chatilion ; and therefore you 
bad him take a courfe in it, and flop my letters ; which 
accordingly he has done. And that upon this youx)r- 
der'd him to take my children, from me and to remove 
my lady Suffix to another monaftery ; and that you was 
refolved to ftop all my penfions, and. never to have any 
regard to me in any thing. And that if he would 
oblige your majefty, he {hould forbid the Chevalier de 
Chatilion ever feeing me upon the difpleafure of lofing 
his place, and being forbid the court : for that he was 

fure you expefted this from him. Upon which the 
king told him, that he could not do any thing of this 
nature: for that this was a private matter, andnotforhim « 
to take notice of. And that he could not imagine that 
you ought to be fo angry, or indeed be at all concern- 
ed i for that all the wt)rld knew, that now all things 
of gallantry were at an end with you and L And that 
being fo, and fo publick, he did not fee why you (hould 
be offended at my loving any body* This it was a thing 
fo commpn now-a-days to have a gallantry, that he did 

not wopder at any thing of thiS' nature. And yfbtn 

he 
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be faw the king take the thing thus^ he told .him 
if he would not be fevere with the Chevalier de Chati^ 
lien upon your account he fuppofed he would be {o up* 
on bis own : for that in the letters he had difcovered, 
he found, that the Chevalier had propofed to me the en- 
gaging of you in the marriage of the Dauphin and Ma- * 
damoifelle^; and that was my greateft bufinefs into 
England \. That before I went over I had fpoke to him 
of the thing, and would have engaged him in it ; but 
that he refufed it; for that he knew very well the indif- 
ference you had whether it was fo or no, and how lit- 
tle you cared how Madamoifelle was married: that fince 
I went into England it was poffible I might engage 
fomebody or other in this matter to prefs it to youj but 
that he knew very well, that in your heart you care^ 
not whether it was or no, that this bufinefs fetting 
on foot by the Chevalier, Upon yrbich the king told 
him, that if he would (hew him any letters of the Che- 
valier de Cbatilton to that purpofe, he (hoiild then know 
what he had to fay to him \ but that till he faw thofe 
letters, he would not punifh him without a proof for 
what he did. Upon which the ambaffador fhe wed a letter, 
which he pretended one part of it was a double entendre. 
The king faid he could not fee that there was any thing 
relating to it, and fo left him, and faid to a perfon 
there, fure the ambaflador was the worft maq that evef 

• Madamoifelle was the daughter of Philip Duke of Orlans^ ind fieaif- 
etta fifter of Kiag Chailes fl. 

\ iThii was MQoataguQ's o«rft prepofal, made to the king in hiirlAler Ca 
Imv of Jan. ioth> 1677-8^ preferved in the Danby Papers, p«4S« 

' . was J 
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Vfzs^ far becaufe my lady CUvfknd will not Jove him, 
he ftrives lo ruin her the bafeft in the world ; and would 
have me to facri$cie the Chevalier de Chatilion to his re- 
venge ; which I ibtU not do till I fee better proofs of his 
having meddled iifi the marriage of the Dauphin and 
Madamoifelle than ai>y yet the ambailkdor h^s fl^ewed 
me. This methinks is what you cannot but be offend- 
pd at, and I hope you will be offended with him for his 
holle proceeding tp m^» and let the world fee you will 
never countenance the a£tipn$ of fo bafe and ill a man. 
I had forgot to tell you that he told the king oi France^ 
jthat many people had reported, that be had made love 
to me ; but that there was i|othing of it ; for that he 
had too tnifch refped for you to think of any fuch thing* 
As for my lady Suffix^ I hope you will think fit to fend 
for her oyer, for flje is now pightily difcourfed of for 
^he ambaflador. |f you will^not believe me in this» 
make enquiry into the thing, and you will find it to be 
true. I have defired Mr. Kimble to give you this letter, 
and to difcourfe with ypu at large upon this matter^ to 
know your refolution, and whether I may expe£): that 
juftice and goodnef^ from you which all the world does. 
I promife ypu that for my condu£t, it fhall be fuch, as 
that yoi| nor nobody fliall have occaflon to blame me. 
And I hope you will be juft to what you faid to me, 
which was at my houfe whenxyou told me you had let- 
ters of mine ^ you faid. Madam, all that I afk of you for 
your own fake is, live fo for the future as to make the 
leaft noife you can, and I care not who you love. Oh ! 
this noife that is had never been, had it not been for the 

ambaf« 
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